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The Co astal Vulnerability Index (CVI) w as develo ped to  help assess
the vulnerability and resilienc y o f New  Jersey c o astal c o mmunities to
natural hazards. While sto rm surge inundatio n and sea level rise are
the primary fac to rs influenc ing c o astal flo o ding threats, tho se fac to rs
alo ne may no t fully define the risk  o f c o astal c o mmunities to  bo th
c hro nic  and episo dic  hazards. As a layer c o mbining data o n flo o d
zo nes, geo mo rpho lo gy, slo pe, so il ero sio n, so il drainage, so il flo o ding
freq uenc y, and gro und elevatio n, as w ell as o n sto rm surge inundatio n
and w ater elevatio n c hanges, the CVI may pro vide a mo re c o mplete
pic ture o f the flo o d hazard po tential o f c o astal c o mmunities. In this
map, the index is used to  define three levels o f relative vulnerability;
Lo w er, Mo derate, and Higher. Mo re risk  levels c o uld be used, o r break
po ints betw een levels adjusted, as additio nal site spec ific  data are
examined. This pro c ess o f fine tuning the CVI w ill be do ne by w o rk ing
w ith individual munic ipalities thro ugh a grant pro gram aimed at
impro ving the resilienc y plans o f New  Jersey’s c o astal c o mmunities.

The CVI spatial data set is fo r info rmatio nal purpo ses o nly. It is a
preliminary sc reening layer fo r use in c o njunc tio n w ith o ther c o mmunity
spec ific  data in the develo pment o f effec tive c o astal management
plans. It is no t a final layer defining the ac tual vulnerability o f any
c o mmunity to  flo o ding o r sto rm events, either fo r present day
c o nditio ns, o r tho se predic ted under sea level rise sc enario s. It w as
generated using the best available info rmatio n, but has no t had
rigo ro us review  o f its use fo r mo deling site spec ific  c o astal c o nditio ns.
Tho se review s may req uire additio nal c o ntributing and final generated
data sets to  be edited to  mo re ac c urately represent ac tual c o nditio ns.
The review  and refinement o f the data set sho uld be do ne in
c o njunc tio n w ith a w ide range o f partners, inc luding lo c al munic ipal
experts. Additio nal data sets no t used to  prepare the CVI w ill also  be
needed to  refine the o utputs and tailo r the data to  the spec ific
c harac teristic s o f individual c o mmunities.
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