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The Co a sta l Vuln era bility In dex (CVI) wa s develo ped to  help a ssess
the vuln era bility a n d resilien cy o f New Jersey co a sta l co m m un ities to
n a tura l ha za rds. While sto rm  surge in un da tio n  a n d sea  level rise a re
the prim a ry fa cto rs in fluen cin g co a sta l flo o din g threa ts, tho se fa cto rs
a lo n e m a y n o t fully defin e the risk o f co a sta l co m m un ities to  bo th
chro n ic a n d episo dic ha za rds. As a  la yer co m bin in g da ta  o n  flo o d
zo n es, geo m o rpho lo gy, slo pe, so il ero sio n , so il dra in a ge, so il flo o din g
frequen cy, a n d gro un d eleva tio n , a s well a s o n  sto rm  surge in un da tio n
a n d wa ter eleva tio n  cha n ges, the CVI m a y pro vide a  m o re co m plete
picture o f the flo o d ha za rd po ten tia l o f co a sta l co m m un ities. In  this
m a p, the in dex is used to  defin e three levels o f rela tive vuln era bility;
Lo wer, Mo dera te, a n d Higher. Mo re risk levels co uld be used, o r brea k
po in ts between  levels a djusted, a s a dditio n a l site specific da ta  a re
exa m in ed. This pro cess o f fin e tun in g the CVI will be do n e by wo rkin g
with in dividua l m un icipa lities thro ugh a  gra n t pro gra m  a im ed a t
im pro vin g the resilien cy pla n s o f New Jersey’s co a sta l co m m un ities.

The CVI spa tia l da ta  set is fo r in fo rm a tio n a l purpo ses o n ly. It is a
prelim in a ry screen in g la yer fo r use in  co n jun ctio n  with o ther co m m un ity
specific da ta  in  the develo pm en t o f effective co a sta l m a n a gem en t
pla n s. It is n o t a  fin a l la yer defin in g the a ctua l vuln era bility o f a n y
co m m un ity to  flo o din g o r sto rm  even ts, either fo r presen t da y
co n ditio n s, o r tho se predicted un der sea  level rise scen a rio s. It wa s
gen era ted usin g the best a va ila ble in fo rm a tio n , but ha s n o t ha d
rigo ro us review o f its use fo r m o delin g site specific co a sta l co n ditio n s.
Tho se reviews m a y require a dditio n a l co n tributin g a n d fin a l gen era ted
da ta  sets to  be edited to  m o re a ccura tely represen t a ctua l co n ditio n s.
The review a n d refin em en t o f the da ta  set sho uld be do n e in
co n jun ctio n  with a  wide ra n ge o f pa rtn ers, in cludin g lo ca l m un icipa l
experts. Additio n a l da ta  sets n o t used to  prepa re the CVI will a lso  be
n eeded to  refin e the o utputs a n d ta ilo r the da ta  to  the specific
cha ra cteristics o f in dividua l co m m un ities.
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