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The Coastal Vuln erab ility In dex (CVI) w as develop ed to help  assess
the vuln erab ility an d resilien cy of New  Jersey coastal commun ities to
n atural hazards. While storm surge in un dation  an d sea level rise are
the p rimary factors in fluen cin g coastal floodin g threats, those factors
alon e may n ot fully defin e the risk  of coastal commun ities to b oth
chron ic an d ep isodic hazards. As a layer comb in in g data on  flood
zon es, geomorp hology, slop e, soil erosion , soil drain age, soil floodin g
frequen cy, an d groun d elevation , as w ell as on  storm surge in un dation
an d w ater elevation  chan ges, the CVI may p rovide a more comp lete
p icture of the flood hazard p oten tial of coastal commun ities. In  this
map , the in dex is used to defin e three levels of relative vuln erab ility;
Low er, Moderate, an d Higher. More risk  levels could b e used, or b reak
p oin ts b etw een  levels adjusted, as addition al site sp ecific data are
examin ed. This p rocess of fin e tun in g the CVI w ill b e don e b y w ork in g
w ith in dividual mun icip alities through a gran t p rogram aimed at
imp rovin g the resilien cy p lan s of New  Jersey’s coastal commun ities.

The CVI sp atial data set is for in formation al p urp oses on ly. It is a
p relimin ary screen in g layer for use in  con jun ction  w ith other commun ity
sp ecific data in  the develop men t of effective coastal man agemen t
p lan s. It is n ot a fin al layer defin in g the actual vuln erab ility of an y
commun ity to floodin g or storm even ts, either for p resen t day
con dition s, or those p redicted un der sea level rise scen arios. It w as
gen erated usin g the b est availab le in formation , b ut has n ot had
rigorous review  of its use for modelin g site sp ecific coastal con dition s.
Those review s may require addition al con trib utin g an d fin al gen erated
data sets to b e edited to more accurately rep resen t actual con dition s.
The review  an d refin emen t of the data set should b e don e in
con jun ction  w ith a w ide ran ge of p artn ers, in cludin g local mun icip al
exp erts. Addition al data sets n ot used to p rep are the CVI w ill also b e
n eeded to refin e the outp uts an d tailor the data to the sp ecific
characteristics of in dividual commun ities.
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