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The  Coa sta l Vulne ra b ility Inde x (CVI) wa s de ve lope d to he lp a sse ss
the  vulne ra b ility a nd re silie ncy of Ne w Je rse y coa sta l com m unitie s to
na tura l ha za rds. While  storm  surg e  inunda tion a nd se a  le ve l rise  a re
the  prim a ry fa ctors influe ncing  coa sta l flooding  thre a ts, those  fa ctors
a lone  m a y not fully de fine  the  risk of coa sta l com m unitie s to b oth
chronic a nd e pisodic ha za rds. As a  la ye r com b ining  da ta  on flood
zone s, g e om orpholog y, slope , soil e rosion, soil dra ina g e , soil flooding
fre que ncy, a nd g round e le va tion, a s we ll a s on storm  surg e  inunda tion
a nd wa te r e le va tion cha ng e s, the  CVI m a y provide  a  m ore  com ple te
picture  of the  flood ha za rd pote ntia l of coa sta l com m unitie s. In this
m a p, the  inde x is use d to de fine  thre e  le ve ls of re la tive  vulne ra b ility;
Lowe r, Mode ra te , a nd Hig he r. More  risk le ve ls could b e  use d, or b re a k
points b e twe e n le ve ls a djuste d, a s a dditiona l site  spe cific da ta  a re
e xa m ine d. This proce ss of fine  tuning  the  CVI will b e  done  b y working
with individua l m unicipa litie s throug h a  g ra nt prog ra m  a im e d a t
im proving  the  re silie ncy pla ns of Ne w Je rse y’s coa sta l com m unitie s.

The  CVI spa tia l da ta  se t is for inform a tiona l purpose s only. It is a
pre lim ina ry scre e ning  la ye r for use  in conjunction with othe r com m unity
spe cific da ta  in the  de ve lopm e nt of e ffe ctive  coa sta l m a na g e m e nt
pla ns. It is not a  fina l la ye r de fining  the  a ctua l vulne ra b ility of a ny
com m unity to flooding  or storm  e ve nts, e ithe r for pre se nt da y
conditions, or those  pre dicte d unde r se a  le ve l rise  sce na rios. It wa s
g e ne ra te d using  the  b e st a va ila b le  inform a tion, b ut ha s not ha d
rig orous re vie w of its use  for m ode ling  site  spe cific coa sta l conditions.
Those  re vie ws m a y re quire  a dditiona l contrib uting  a nd fina l g e ne ra te d
da ta  se ts to b e  e dite d to m ore  a ccura te ly re pre se nt a ctua l conditions.
The  re vie w a nd re fine m e nt of the  da ta  se t should b e  done  in
conjunction with a  wide  ra ng e  of pa rtne rs, including  loca l m unicipa l
e xpe rts. Additiona l da ta  se ts not use d to pre pa re  the  CVI will a lso b e
ne e de d to re fine  the  outputs a nd ta ilor the  da ta  to the  spe cific
cha ra cte ristics of individua l com m unitie s.
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