
Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) Rate Structure Example 

Park Ridge City, Illinois 

Background 

The Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) is a standardized unit of measure implemented by many SWUs 

that is used to equate non-residential or multi-family residential properties to a specific number of 

single-family residences.  An ERU is typically the average impervious area of a single-family residential 

parcel, although it can also be defined as the average of all residential properties.  To ensure an accurate  

representation of the service area, it is highly recommended that the sample of  residential properties be 

selected from various locations within the service area that also correspond with different housing 

styles. 

Park Ridge City, Illinois (suburb of Chicago) 

Population:  37,240                                                                Land Area:  7.13 square miles 
Fees Established:  2015                                                         Amount collected annually:  $2 million 

There are 18,141 total ERUs in Park Ridge City.  The City has calculated that 1 ERU = 2,800 sq. ft. of 

impervious area.  The city has also determined based on stormwater funding needs that 1 ERU value will 

equate to a fee of $11/month. Customer’s fee per month will be determined by their ERU value  as 

shown below.  

Impervious  area of property in sq.ft.

2,800 sq.ft.(1 ERU)
 = ERU value for property 

ERU value for property × $11/month = Customer monthly fee ($/month) 

Examples of how this fee would be applied:  

• Single-family residence with 3,725 sq. ft. of impervious surface would pay $14/month or 

$171.60 annually.  The ERU value for this property would be 1.3. 

• Commercial use with 25,812 sq. ft. of impervious surface would pay $101/month or $1,212 

annually.  The ERU value for this property would be 9.2. 
**The monthly fees may be offset by using approved credits and incentives from the stormwater utility. 

 

PROS CONS 
• Easy for the public to understand – you pave, 

you pay 

• Billable ERUs can be determined by limiting 

parcel review to impervious area only 
• Minimal time needed to determine total 

number of billable units 

• Stormwater runoff from pervious areas is not 

reviewed 
• Runoff-related expenses are recovered from a 

smaller area base 
• Vacant properties with no impervious cover do 

not get charged 

Final Notes 

• Calculating an ERU based on a representative sample will take less time to develop and will be 

easier to maintain than calculating the ERU based on the measured impervious area from all 

residential properties within the service area. 

• Residential users in Park Ridge pay an average of $12 per month. 

• Visit Park Ridge City’s website for more detailed information on their stormwater utility program: 

https://www.parkridge.us/living_in_park_ridge/stormwaterutility.aspx 


