
General Hunting Regulations
This is not the full law. Consult the Division
of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All
persons are reminded that the statutes, code
and regulations are the legal authorities.

No person shall hunt except as prescribed by
law. See section “Permits for Hunters with
Disabling Conditions”, page 7, for special rules.

Persons required by law to wear corrective
lenses to operate a motor vehicle (as noted on a
valid driver’s license) must wear corrective lenses
when hunting with a bow or firearm of any kind. 

.22 Rifles
A valid rifle permit must be possessed while

hunting with a .22 caliber rifle.
It is unlawful to possess and use .22 caliber

rifle except while hunting woodchuck, [no rifle
hunting on Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs)]
hunting raccoon and opossum with hounds, and
dispatching trapped animals other than muskrat.

.22 caliber rifles must be loaded with short
cartridges only, except when hunting woodchuck.

.22 caliber rifles need not be plugged, but
must be loaded with no more than 3 shells. No
10–17 year olds may hunt with any rimfire or
centerfire rifle.

Bow and Arrow
“Bow” means any long bow, recurve bow or

compound bow that is hand held and hand drawn,
with no mechanical device built into it or attached
to it that will enable the archer to lock the bow at a
full or partial draw. All draw locking and draw
holding devices are prohibited. Hand held release
devices are permitted.

All bows must have a minimum draw weight
of 35 pounds at the archer’s draw length, except
compounds, which must have a minimum peak
draw weight of 35 pounds. All arrows used for
hunting deer, turkey, coyote, or woodchuck must
be fitted with a well-sharpened metal head with a
minimum width of 3/4 inches.

Arrows fitted with heads other than specified
for deer, turkey, coyote or woodchuck, may be
carried in the woods and fields during the small
game season or other seasons which overlap with
the bow and arrow deer season.

It is unlawful to:
• use a crossbow or variation,
• use or possess a poison arrow or one with an

explosive tip,
• use a bow one-half hour after sunset until one-

half hour before sunrise during any season,
• use a bow and arrow from any vehicle, moving

or stationary,
• have both a firearm and bow in possession or

under control while hunting.

Dogs—Hunting and Training
Allowing dogs to run at large is prohibited.
Persons may train dogs without firearms in

daylight at any time except during any open
firearm deer season.

No person shall train a raccoon or opossum
hunting dog on WMAs other than during the per-

iods of September 1 to October 1, 2002 and from
March 1 to May 1, 2003. Training hours shall be
one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise.

It is illegal to use dogs to pursue or run black
bear, or to track wounded deer.

Note: For special areas and regulations for
dog training on WMAs see the section of Wildlife
Management Area Regulations, page 58.

Falconry
No person shall use a raptor for hunting

without a falconry permit and a valid hunting
license. No person under 14 years of age may hunt
by means of a raptor.

Falconry permits will be issued only to
persons who pass a comprehensive examination
and who can provide proper facilities for housing
a raptor.

Beginning falconers must be sponsored by an
experienced falconer.

No person shall possess a firearm while
hunting with raptors.

For additional information, write to the
Division of Fish and Wildlife, or call 
908-735-8793.

Farmer Regulations
The occupant of a farm may allow his dog to

run at large on land he occupies, except during the
firearm deer seasons.

Farmers and their lessees occupying or
farming their land, members of their immediate
families, or their farming employees may kill
crows, woodchuck, and fox on farm property at
any time when found destroying livestock or

crops. However, they must use legal firearms,
ammunition and other lawful procedures.

Farmers may trap foxes destroying poultry,
crops or property at any time, subject to state law
and local ordinances. Farmers or their agents may
shoot or trap coyotes by lawful procedures at any
time when found destroying livestock or crops. A
regional Division law enforcement office must be
notified within 24 hours of killing a coyote.

Firearms and Missiles
A person may not go into the woods or fields

with a firearm except during prescribed seasons.
Airguns are not legal hunting firearms.
It is unlawful to possess in the woods and

fields shot larger than #4 fine shot except for
hunting deer, waterfowl, woodchuck (farmers
only) or coyote.

For hunting, shotguns must be plugged so it
is not capable of holding more than three shells at
one time. Rifles need not be plugged but may not
be loaded with more than three rounds.

Hunter Orange
Hunters must wear a cap made of daylight

fluorescent orange or an outer garment containing
at least 200 square inches of fluorescent orange
material visible from all sides at all times while
engaged in hunting. A camo orange hat alone is
not adequate.

This applies to all persons while hunting 
deer, bear, rabbit, hare, squirrel, fox, railbirds,
and game birds including while in a tree stand.

Exceptions: this law does not apply to
waterfowl, crow, wild turkey, coyote, woodchuck
nor bow-hunters except that a bow hunter using a
deer decoy must wear hunter orange, as described
above, while transporting the decoy into and out
of the woods and fields.

Hunting & Trapping 
Education Requirements

New Jersey requires that anyone applying to
hunt with a shotgun, rifle or bow show a previous
resident license of the appropriate type from this
or any state, or a course completion card of the
appropriate hunter education course.

The New Jersey Hunter Education course is
now offered as a home study video-based pro-
gram. Students can obtain course materials at most
license agents and Division field offices. After
completing an extensive homework assignment,
the student may choose from a list of testing facili-
ties and dates to complete their Hunter Education
course. More details on the program, including
course material availability, facility locations and
dates, can be found on the Division’s web page
www.njfishandwildlife.com or by calling 
877-2HUNTNJ.

Muzzleloading Rifles
It is unlawful to use smokeless powder in a

muzzleloader while hunting in New Jersey.
Properly licensed and permitted hunters 10

years and older may hunt with a muzzleloading
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SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED:
• Carrying a loaded firearm or nocked arrow within

450 feet of a building or school playground with-
out possessing written permission from the owner
or lessee.

• Discharging a firearm or a bow and arrow on or
across highways or roads. Discharging a firearm or
a bow and arrow from a motor vehicle.

• Hunting for or shooting any wildlife by aid of a
light, except when hunting raccoon, coyote or
opossum while on foot.

• Hunting or shooting with the aid of a light attached
to or carried in a vehicle.

• On National Wildlife Refuges, the distribution of
bait and/or hunting over bait is prohibited. 

• Hunting with arrows, darts or any other device pro-
pelled by any means that is used for the purpose of
injecting or delivering any type of drug into an animal.

• Using electronic calling devices except when hunt-
ing for fox, raccoon, crow and coyote.

• Loaded firearms in a motor vehicle. Possession of
a loaded firearm in or upon a vehicle is considered
proof of pursuing or taking of wildlife.

• Transporting an uncased firearm in a motor vehicle.
• Shooting into a squirrel’s nest.

The Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area, the following apply:

• Baiting is prohibited.
• No permanent tree stands or screw-in steps are

permitted.
• You cannot possess a loaded firearm while on any

publicly traveled roadway within the area.

(continued on page 16)



one legal buck may be taken during the Permit
Muzzleloader and/or Permit Shotgun seasons
without first taking an antlerless deer. There are
no Earn-a-Buck requirements during the Winter
Bow Season. See the Regulation Sets on page
29 for further descriptions of bag limits and
regulations. Deer management zone boundaries
have changed between Zones 22 and 51. See
page 43.

• Zone 22 has changed from “Regulation Set 5” to
“Regulation Set 4” this year. This change
includes a reduction from a 26 day permit shot-
gun season to a seven day permit shotgun
season. See the Regulation Sets on page 30 for
the season dates and bag limits for Zone 22.

And changes for other hunting opportunities:

• The woodchuck shotgun season opens with the
grouse and squirrel season. See page 52

• Red and Gray fox are legal game during the
February Coyote season. See page 49

• Vehicles used by physically challenged hunters
possessing a permit to shoot from a standing
vehicle must display handicapped license 
plates or a special placard available from the
Division. See page 7.

Highlights of Important Changes in the 
2002–2003 Hunting Regulations
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Hunters can anticipate another outstanding
season as the New Jersey Department of

Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish and
Wildlife continues to modify and improve its
wildlife management programs.

Last year’s deer regulation changes have
proven to be very successful in achieving antler-
less harvest goals. To further enhance antlerless
deer harvest objectives while maximizing recre-
ation, many important changes in the hunting reg-
ulations have been made for the 2002-03 deer
seasons. 

• Hunters are limited to buying one permit per
zone this year. Hunters will no longer be
allowed to purchase more than one bow, shot-
gun or muzzleloader permit for one zone.

• Buck Stubs—All 2002 and 2003 licenses
include antlered buck stubs. After taking an
antlered buck, the hunter must attach a buck
stub to the deer before transporting it to the deer
check station. Upon checking the deer, the
hunter must surrender both the buck stub and
transportation tag to the check station operator,
who must attach both of these to the data form.
Buck stubs valid for the permit muzzleloader
and permit shotgun season that are not used by

December 31, 2002 WILL be valid to be used
during the January and February, 2003 permit
muzzleloader and January and February, 2003
permit shotgun days.

• The fall bow season will open on September 7,
2002 in selected deer management zones. The
early part of the fall bow season, September
7–27, 2002, is now Earn-A-Buck. Last year
hunters were allowed to shoot only antlerless
deer during this period. This year, hunters who
harvest an antlerless deer may begin to hunt for
the one buck allowed during the fall bow season.
See the Regulation Sets on page 29 for further
descriptions of bag limits and regulations.

• The permit bow season dates have been
changed. Unlike last year, the permit bow
season is now closed during the first three days
of the early permit shotgun and muzzleloader
season in November. However, it will be open
for the three day Thanksgiving segment,
Thursday–Saturday. See the Regulation Sets on
page 29 for further descriptions of bag limits
and regulations.

• The Earn-A-Buck regulation ends after
December 14, 2002. If a hunter has not satisfied
the antlerless deer requirement by this date, the

HUNTING – FISHING – ARCHERY
CAMPING – CLOTHING

LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
Equipment and Uniforms

POLICE – FIRE – INDUSTRIAL

Indoor Shooting Range • Gunsmithing • Handgun Proficiency Course
FIREARMS Bought-Sold-Traded • NJ & PA Hunting & Fishing Licenses

Phone 908-561-4400  Fax 908-561-4956
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9am–10pm Sat. & Sun. 9am–6pm

Serving The Sporting Public Since 1947

559 Route 22 West, North Plainfield, NJ
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ATTENTION
SPORTSMEN

Pack out 
what you pack in!
No Littering!

Respect our 
natural resources

and all
landowners,
whether public
or private. The

hunter image
depends on 
you; a little
litter can 
make a huge 
difference.

rifle. A valid rifle permit must be possessed while
hunting with a muzzleloading rifle.

It is unlawful to hunt with a muzzleloading
rifle on WMAs, except for deer and squirrel hunt-
ing during the special season in certain zones. For
muzzleloader rifle squirrel hunting, see page 50.
For muzzleloader deer hunting, see page 22. For
rifle permit information, see page 7.

Non-Resident Game Removal
A non-resident licensee may remove from the

state each day a daily bag limit of game. However,
a non-resident may not take more than two day’s
bag limit from the state after one week’s stay
(Sunday to Saturday inclusive). This does not apply
to game raised or killed at a licensed commercial
preserve and legally tagged.

Sunday Hunting
No person may hunt with firearms or any

other weapon or carry a gun in the woods or fields
or on the waters on Sunday: except on semi-wild
& commercial shooting preserve lands for the
purpose of shooting stocked game; and when
using a .22 rifle for dispatching trapped animals.

Persons are allowed to hunt raccoon or opossum
between midnight on Saturday and one hour before
sunrise on Sunday during the prescribed season.

Trespass Law
Hunters and trappers are required to secure

permission prior to entering private lands to hunt.
On agricultural lands, the law provides that these
lands need not be posted to enforce the trespass
law. Hunters must ask permission to recover a deer.

Hunters must not hunt in unharvested crops
without first obtaining permission from the owner.
Anyone causing damage to cultivated crops,
orchards, fences, buildings or livestock may be
arrested without warrant by the owner, occupant,
lessee, or any officer of the law. Violators are
liable for a fine of up to $2,000 and restitution to
the property owner in addition to the loss of
hunting privileges for a period of 2 years.

Wildlife
Taxidermists note: the sale of wild birds and

game animals or parts thereof is prohibited in New

Jersey. Legally trapped furbearers may be sold.
Questions concerning the above should be direct-
ed to regional Division law enforcement offices.

It is illegal to capture, kill, injure or have in
possession any wild bird other than a game bird.

No one may rob a bird’s nest.
The removal of the skin or feathers or

mutilation of any wild bird or mammal in the
woods or fields for the purpose of concealing sex
or identity is illegal.

All nongame mammals, reptiles, birds and
amphibians are protected. Penalties for taking
these species range from $250–$5,000.

There is no open season on bobcats or bears.
It is illegal to kill, attempt to kill or possess bob-
cats or bears, except parts of bobcats or bears
legally taken in other states may be possessed but
not sold in New Jersey.

Wildlife Damage Control
Property owners or their agents, and

occupants of dwellings that are suffering damage
from squirrel, raccoon, opossum, skunk,
woodchuck or weasel may control them by lawful
means at any time subject to local ordinances.

In New Jersey
Call toll free

1-800-222-0456
From all Other States

1-800-800-WARDEN
Poaching is a

Crime—You are
its Victim

(continued from page 14)

Attention: Canadian Hunters and
Other Nonimmigrant Aliens

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) enacted a regulation requiring all nonimmigrant
aliens who temporarily import firearms or ammunition into the United States to first obtain an ATF Form 6
Import Permit. This regulation applies to those entering the U.S. for legitimate hunting or lawful sporting
purposes. Nonimmigrant aliens must possess a valid hunting license or an invitation/registration to a
legitimate shooting event in addition to the ATF approved import permit to enter this country with
firearms or ammunition.

The approval process may take from 6 to 12 weeks, so plan accordingly. Permits are valid only for one
year and covers only a single entry. Hunters and shooters who plan to make several trips into the United
States with firearms or ammunition may secure multiple permits in advance to cover those entries.

To obtain an ATF Form 6 application, call the ATF’s Explosives Imports Branch at 202-927-8320 or
download one from the ATF website at www.atf.treas.gov.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms reminds nonimmigrant aliens that they are generally
prohibited from possessing or receiving firearms or ammunition in the United States. The exception to
this applies to those possessing a valid U.S. hunting license or permit.

Deer Season Permits
(continued from page 11)

mid-October (609-292-9192). Information will
also be available via news releases and on our
website at www.njfishandwildlife.com. Hours for
all over-the-counter sales are 9 .am. to 12 noon
and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Hunters may send someone to purchase over-
the-counter permits on their behalf if the person
produces the absent hunter’s applicable license.
However, a hunter on line is limited to purchasing
permits for a total of three individuals. Photo-
copies of licenses are not acceptable. Hunters on
line cannot purchase permits for other hunters on
line in order to circumvent the “first-come, first-
served” rule. 

A list of available zones will be posted at the
entrance of the over-the-counter sales locations.



Butch's Gun World
1025 W Landis Ave
Vineland, NJ 08630
856-692-1010

Stokes Forest Sport Shop
29 Rt 206 S
Branchville, NJ 07826
973-948-5448

Simon Peter Sport Co.
660 Rt 206 S
Newton, NJ 07860
973-786-5313

Bob's Little Sport Shop
316 N Delsea Dr
Glassboro, NJ 08028
856-881-7575

Sportsmen's Center
69 Rt 130
Bordentown, NJ 08505
609-298-5300

Zeus Sporting Goods
6679 Black Horse PK
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-646-1668

Harry's Army & Navy
691 Rt 130
Robbinsville, NJ 08691
609-585-5450

S. Meltzer & Sons, Inc.
118-120 Outwater Ln
Garfield, NJ 07026
973-478-7647

Ramsey Outdoor
835 Rt 17 S
Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-327-8141

Ramsey Outdoor
240 Rt 17 N
Paramus, NJ 07652
201-261-5000

Ramsey Outdoor
1039 Rt 46
Ledgewood, NJ 07852
973-584-7799

Bob Kislin’s Outdoor Sports
1214 Rt 37 E
Toms River, NJ 08753
732-929-9300

The Owl’s Nest Gun & Bow
97 Rt 519
Phillipsburg, NJ  08865
908-995-7903

Dick’s Sporting Goods
All New Jersey Stores
www.DicksSportingGoods.com

Visit These Thompson/Center Dealers In New Jersey

• 1 in 28” Twist • Pivoting Breech Block Lever Action Design
• Simple to Operate • Faster and Easier to Clean
• Super Reliable • Magnum Capabilities
• Removable Breech Plug • QLA® Muzzle System

Backed by a
Lifetime Warranty

THOMPSON/CENTER
Take your best shot.
Rochester, New Hampshire 03866
603-332-2333 • http://www.tcarms.com

Use Mag Express Sabots 
for Superior 
Performance

Hot Choices For Hunters!

The Most Powerful and Versatile .50 Caliber Muzzleloader in the World!

• Designed for Pyrodex® Pellets • 1 in 28” Twist  
• Magnum Capabilities • Fiber Optic Sights
• Removable Breech Plug • QLA™ Muzzle System
• Interchangeable Barrels

Introducing Omega. No DISC,
No Bolt, No Problems.

Backed by a
Lifetime Warranty

Converts easily into a shotgun or centerfire rifle with interchangeable barrels.



UPSTATE NEW YORK

HUNTING LANDS
FOR SALE

Parcels from 5 acres to 500+ Acres
Sunday Hunting, Early Black Bear Season • Six Week Rifle

Season • Custom Built Adirondack Style Camps
Lots Bordering NY State Land

FINANCING AVAILABLE
50 Adirondack

Acres w/Creek—
Great Hunting!

$29,900.00GATEWAY
PROPERTIES
OF UPSTATE

NY, INC.
@Two Convenient Locations

Call Toll Free: 1-877-NY LANDS (1-877-695-2637)
PO Box 61, 8001 State Rt. 12 PO Box 155, NY State Rt. 12

Barneveld, NY 13304 Alder Creek, NY 13301
(315) 896-4300 (315) 831-8778

Fax: (315) 896-4654
www.wcclinc.com

Hunting • Fishing • Archery • Clothing • Ammo

Hardware • Moore Paints • Marine Supplies
www.tipshardware.com

Tips
Hardware

Over 5,000 Sq. Ft. of Shopping Pleasure

(609) 296-3192
Open 7 Days

218 Main St.
Rt. 9 West Creek

SHOTGUNS MUZZLE LOADERS

AMMOCLOTHING FOOTWEAR

BOWS
Benelli
Franchi

Browning
Remington

Other makes available

Carhartt • Walls
Browning

Whitewater
Outdoors

Kent
Winchester
Remington

Federal

Dunham
Rocky • Sebago

Topline
Kobuk

Knight
Thompson Center

CVA
Accessories

Scopes • Pyrodex

Mathews
Hoyt
PSE

Browning

Hunting Supplies • Gun Safes • Parker Duck Boat Paint
Tree Stands • Scents • Calls • Decoys • Live & Frozen Bait 

NJ License Agent • NJ Deer & Turkey Check Station
WE BUY USED GUNS

Steel Shot • Magnums
12 Gauge 2 3/4" • 1 1/4 oz.—$99.99 per case

12 Gauge 3" • 1 3/8 oz.—$119.99 per case

Complete
Archery

Pro Shop

Full lineof ArcherySupplies

NY STATE
LAND and CAMPS
For SPORTSMAN
“North woods Trapper’s Cabin”

5 Acres/New Cabin—
$19,900 or $170.59/mo.

*  Parcels along the Moose River Now available
Prices start @ $29,900

Also Available...

Call today at
800-229-7843 
or Visit Our Web site
www.landandcamps.com

• Classic Cabin /
5 acres

• Honda 
4 X 4 ATV

• Winchester
30/30

State land, lakes,
streams and
snowmobile trail
systems close by.

• Honda Rancher 4x4 provided by Lowville Sport & Farm, Lowville,NY

All financing based on 9.95% fixed rate for 15 years 
with 20% down payment.

* Free List—Over 100 properties. Adirondacks,
Tug Hill, Southern Tier, Salmon
River & Moose River regions. Large
Acreage, Waterfront, & Cabins

Top quality deer and turkey hunting

Adirondack Outfitters Special Includes:

All yours for $29,900 or 256.31/mo!
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Eleventh
Annual

Governor’s 
Surf Fishing 
Tournament

Sunday, October 6, 2002
at Island Beach State Park

6:30 a.m.—1 p.m.
Open to Individuals of All Ages 

Prizes • Fishing Clinics
Registration Required

Call NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife at
609-984-0521

to Request Registration Brochure
or Visit Our Web Site at:

www.njfishandwildlife.com
Don’t Miss a Day Full of Family Fun

A S P O R T S M A N ’ S
P A R A D I S E

Serving Philadelphia, Baltimore & New York City
M&M spans 2,000 acres of prime hunting fields,
hedgerows and thickets, woodlands and feed-

plots ripe with pheasants, chukar and
ducks. This is fertile ground for the serious
gunner, who can select from a variety of
never-to-be-forgotten hunts.

Day guests and members find M&M the
perfect setting to relax with family and friends…to
entertain clients and business associates.

M&M is available to public group hunts or reserved
private outings for half- or full-day shoots, dog
trials and other sport activities. Our menu of
packages includes: Guided and Non-Guided
Hunts…Mallard Duck Shoots…Continental Tower
Shoots…and Sporting Clays.

Call or write today for information & reservations:

M&M
HUNTING PRESERVE
2 Winslow Rd. • Pennsville, NJ 08070

—856-935-1230—
email: mmhuntclay@mindspring.com

CONSERVE WILDLIFE 
LICENSE PLATES

Since 1972 the Endangered and Nongame Species
Program (ENSP) works to protect and restore New
Jersey’s endangered and threatened wildlife. You 
can help the program through the Income Tax 

Check-off  and/or through the Conserve Wildlife
license plate. These attractive $50 license plates let
everyone know you believe in conservation, and 

80% of your tax deductible payment goes directly 
to the ENSP. Personalized Wildlife Plates are also

available for $100. Previously available by mail only,
motorist may now purchase the plates in person 

at DMV offices regardless of their current expiration
date. Plates can also be purchased from car 
dealers when buying or leasing a new car.

Support
Endangered 

and Nongame
Species


