New Je rsey

Fish & Wildlife Digest

A Summary of Rules and Management Information
VOL. 15 NO. 3 MAY 2002

Visit our website at:

www.njfishandwildli

© Carol Decker




New Jersey

Fish & Wildlife Digest

Published by the New Jer sey Division of Fish and Wildlife
P.O. Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
www.njfishandwildlife.com

State of New Jer sey
James E. McGreevey, Governor

Department of Environmental Protection
Bradley M. Campbell, Commissioner

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Robert McDowell, Director
David Chanda, Assistant Director
Martin McHugh, Assistant Director
Thomas McCloy, Marine Fisheries Administrator
James Joseph, Chief, Bureau of Shellfisheries
Rob Winkel, Chief, Law Enforcement
Jim Sciascia, Chief, Information and Education
Cindy Kuenstner, Editor

The Division of Fish and Wildlifeisa professional,
environmental organization dedicated tothe
protection, management and wise use of the state’s
fish and wildlife resources.

The Digest isavailable at coastal license agents and
Division offices. Articles and information may be reprinted
with permission. Subscriptions are not available.

This Digest is designed and produced by
Backes Graphic Productions, Princeton, NJ.
For advertising information, see our ads on pages 34 & 35.

Partial Funding for the Digest is provided by the
Federa Aid in Sportfish Restoration Program.

New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Councils
Marine Fisheries Council
Gilbert Ewing, Jr., Chair, Cape May
Dr. Robert B. Abel, Shrewsbury
Erling Berg, Cape May
David Botwinick, Skillman
Dr. Patrick Donnelly, Brielle
Edward Goldman, Absecon
Dick Herb, Avalon
John J. Maxwell, Germania
Frances Puskas, Barnegat Light
Joe Rizzo, Mayetta
Nancy Sittineri, Cape May Court House

Atlantic Coast Shellfish Council
John J. Maxwell, Chair, Germania
Everett Giberson, Manahawkin
Walter Hughes, Atlantic Highlands
Daniel L. Loper, Erma
Stephen Potter, New Gretna

Delawar e Bay Shellfish Council
Nancy Sittineri, Chair, Cape May Court House
Scott Bailey, Millville
Stephen Fleetwood, Port Norris

Fish and Game Council
John W. Bradway, Sr., Chair, Salem
Richard Culp, OakRidge
W. Scott Ellis, Yardville
Fred Hough, Augusta
George Howard, Pittstown
Jane Morton Galetto, Millville
Elwood Knight, Mount Laurel
John Messeroll, E. Brunswick
Jack Shrier, Mendham
Robert Von Suskil, Vineland
Jeannette Vreeland, Andover

Endangered and Nongame Species
Advisory Committee
Jane Mortin Galletto, Chair, Millville
Dr. James Applegate, Cranbury
Dr. Joanna Burger, Somerset
Mike Catania, Chester
Dr. Emile DeVito, Far Hills
Janet Larson, Toms River
Rick Lathrop, Bound Brook
David Mizrahi, Cape May Court House
Dr. Dale Schweitzer, Port Norris
James Shissias, Titusville
Clay Sutton, Cape May Court House

Cover Illustration ©Carol Decker

The Director’s
Message

By Bob McDowell

Value of the Marine Resource—
Cost of Management: Who Pays the Bill?

ew Jersey isfortunate to have arich coasta heritage. The state has 120 miles of ocean coastline,

over 390,000 acres of estuarine areaand inlets spread all along the coast allowing easy access
between bays and the ocean. Fishery resources are both abundant and diverse with northern speciesin
the winter, southern speciesin the summer and others available year round. Large recreational fisheries
are supported by these diverse resources. Every year about one million recreationa anglers spend over
five million days fishing New Jersey’s marine waters. New Jersey’srecreational saltwater anglers spend
about $750 million annually on fishing related products, with a resultant sales tax income to the state of
about $45 million. Sixteen thousand full time equivalent jobs are supported by saltwater sportsmen and
women in New Jersey.

Overall, thetotal ripple effect on the state economy resulting from recreational saltwater fishing has
been estimated at $1.5 billion annually. These numbers do not even include the value that our marine
environment and fishing opportunities have on New Jersey’s tourist industries. With approximately
one-third of all marine angling participants being non-residents, the impact on tourism is substantial. Of
the 14 Atlantic coastal states, New Jersey isthird in recreational importance and fifth in total
recreational and commercial importance when ranked by the value of its fisheries. When ranked by the
amount of state funding provided to support marine fisheries programs, however, New Jersey comesin a
distant twelfth. Only the states of Rhode Island and New Hampshire, with their very short coastlines,
rank behind New Jersey in state funding. Thereality of the situation is that financial support for
protection and management of New Jersey’s val uable marine resources is woefully inadequate and has
been getting worse. In 1990, the state appropriation for marine fisheries management and research was
$1.5 million, but by 2000 the appropriation had dropped to $1.3 million. The current annud state
appropriation of $1.3 million falls far short of recognizing the value of these marine resources and the
individuals and industries dependent upon those resources.

As some of our fish stocks continue to decline, recreational anglers become burdened by strict
regulations caused by the need to rebuild these stocks. These regulations are based upon available
information gathered through fisheries research. If thisinformation is outdated, inaccurate or is not
available, existing regulations may be inappropriate. Inappropriate regulations will nhot sustain abundant
fisheries resources, and may have serious economic and social consequences upon both anglers and
New Jersey’s coastal communities.

For New Jersey’s citizens to receive the maximum benefits from the state’s marine resources, it is
imperative that marine fisheries research programs supply accurate and timely information upon which
to base management decisions. However, marine fisheries research is expensive. Asfisheries research
becomes more essential and increasingly complex, the cost will go up. Whether revenues are generated

(continued on page 4)
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Marine Fisheries Resour ce ImportanceVs. State Government Funding
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by fishing license fees or through tax dollars,
saltwater sport anglers must be willing to pick up
amagjor portion of the tab to pay for marine
fisheries research and management. :
Yet if recreational anglers are expected to pay
for marine fisheries research, they should know
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i how thisresearch will result in better fishing.

: Saltwater anglers want to know what impact the
i mysterious activities of research biologists will

i have on what they may catch or take homefor the

table. Whileit is not always possible to make a

¢ direct and positive connection, there are cases

Don’t Miss The Eleventh Annual
Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament!

hisyear's Governor’s Surf Fishing

Tournament will be held Sunday, October
6, 2002 at Island Beach State Park. Last year, more
than 1,300 adultsand children registered for theevent. :
The tournament generated more than $10,000 in
registration fees which will be used marine educa- :
tion and restoration efforts, construction of access
ramps for disabled saltwater anglers, mobile fish-
ing education carts and specialized wheelchairs
which provide beach access for the disabled and
elderly. The goal of the tournament isto encour-
age both youngsters and adults to learn more
about the sport of surf fishing and take advantage
of agreat family activity. The winner of the 2001

Governor’'s Cup was David Hilgar of Fallsington, :
: Recreation Group, WalMart #1742

Pennsylvaniawith a 35 1/8" striped bass.

The Division would like to thank the following :
i Water Gremlin Co., Wetlands I nstitute, Wright :

organizations for their contribution to the Tenth

Annual Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament: Auto :
Parts& Sporting Goods of Woodbridge, Baker :
: contact: NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box :
¢ 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400 or call 609-984-0521, :
or visit our website at www.njfishandwildlife.com. :

Manufacturing Co. Inc., Bimini Bay Outfitters
Ltd., Brielle Bait & Tackle, Buck Kniveslnc.,

BurrisSavvy Optics, Bushndll PerformanceOptics,

i CapeMay County Chamber of Commerce,
i Classic Fishing Products, Creative Publishing

International, Delorme Mapping, D.O.A.
Fishing Lures, Inc., Frank’s Boat Rentals,

i Gargoyles, Inc., Hoppe's Division, Images

Group, Inc. on behaf of Wooalrich, Inc.,
Jenkinson'sAquarium, K-Mart #3071 (Toms

i River), KorkersProductsInc., Lamiglas, Inc.,

i Legal Limits, MannsBait Co., Morrison’s ;
¢ Seafood Inc., Ocean Fresh, Penn Fishing Tackle :
i Mfg. Co., Scott’sBait & Tackle, Shakespeare,
i Shoreway, Sportsman’s Outpost, Springfield

i Marine & Aluminum, The Delaware River &

i Bay Authority, Tribophysics Division/Mil-

Comm Products Co. Inc., The Outdoor
(Turnersville), WalMart #1844 (Toms River),

& McGill Co., WTPInc., and YBC.
For moreinformation and registration forms

We Apologize!l—Last year, we inadvertently omitted the Sportsman’s Outpost of
Williamstown as a contributor to the tournament. The Sportsman’s Outpost’s annual
contribution and their support are greatly appreciated.

i where research information resultsin direct and
i positive decisions for sport fisheries. Although

i sizelimits, bag limits and seasons control many
¢ fisheries, research results have had positive effects
i on stock sizes, and resulting angler success for

i many species, including striped bass, summer

¢ flounder, winter flounder and weakfish. Most

: would agree that fishing for these speciesis at

i least as good and in most areas much better than
i itwas 10 yearsago. Thisisduein large part to

i management programs which were instituted

i based on fisheries research.

In spite of these successes, much needsto be

¢ done to improve fisheries research and fishing in

i New Jersey’s marine waters. Important programs

i which are desperately needed to support future

| i successesin fisheries management include

i collection of recreational harvest data, imple-

i mentation of amarine fisheries stock assessment

: program, increased law enforcement, increased

¢ collection of biological data such aslength and

i age comparisons, increased sampling of nearshore
i ocean fishesto track abundance, identification of

i important fish habitat areas, biological monitoring
: of artificial reefs, enhancing artificial reef

: development, and providing better information
and education to New Jersey’s saltwater anglers.

Thisisjust apartia list. And the price tag?

Annually, $3.8 million. So who pays the bill?

@NM

Publications Available

Thefollowing publications are available by writing:

Nacote Creek

Research Station Publications
PO Box 418 « Port Republic, NJ 08241

« Shellfish Growing Waters Classification
Charts. This publication is available free at
any shellfish license agent and online at
www.state.nj.us/dep/watershedmgt/bmw/
index.htm.

* NJ Reef News* lecflet isavailablefree.
Send self-addressed stamped #10 envelope
(3 0z. postage) to address above.

 Party and Charter Boat Directory* Send
self-addressed stamped #10 envelope (3 oz.
postage) to address above.

» A Guideto Fishing and Diving New Jersey
Reefs* Seethis Digest, page 25, for details.

» New Jersey Pumpout Sation Directory-
20002001 Boating Season Guide* Send
self-addressed stamped #10 envelope (2 oz.
postage) to address above.

* Also available at the Division's website at
www.hjfishandwildlife.com




HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY
CAMPING — CLOTHING

LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
Equipment and Uniforms
POLICE - FIRE — INDUSTRIAL

i ¥

A
.dil:ln. ([ RPN

Phone 908-561-4400 Fax 908-561-4956

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-10pm Sat. & Sun. 9am-6pm
Serving The Sporting Public Since 1947

FIREARMS Bought-Sold-Traded =« NJ & PA Hunting & Fishing Licenses

We Specidize In, In Home Safe Delivery

FORYT ¥NOX

SECURITY PRODUCTS

e UL Listed * Maintenance Free

« Certified Fire Protection * Modular interiors

« Rack & Pinion Locking « EO.I.L.Relocking System

» Patented Star Corner Bolts « 7 luxurious baked on colors

< Ball bearing hard plate « Large selection of options & -
« Drill deflector plates accessories

» Concealed hinges e Lifetime Warranty

* Quadrated Door Frame = Competitive Prices

« Sergeant* Greenleaf Lock * Over 20 Models

“Go With America’s Best!
I did, now | leave home
with a safe feeling.”

General Chuck Yeager

Garden State Hardware 1-800-544-0616




|

6 2002 Marine Issue FISH FEATURES Vol. 15, No. 3 May 2002

Atlantic Croaker: A Profile

By John McClain, Principal Fisheries Biologist

he croaker is amember of the Sciaenidae, or
drum family, which includes the black drum

move into the larger bays and upriver after spawning
where they appear to overwinter. Young croaker

and weakfish. Their name comes from the sound . _dl'-l-".n.__ % ranging from less than 1 inch to 2 inches have been

they can make by vibrating their swim bladders. TR LR b taken in the Delaware River in November and

N - i ’?“"‘a« o December. Thistendency may account in part for the
ames: f W

The accepted scientific and common names
are Micropogonias undulatus and Atlantic croaker.
Other common names are croaker, golden croaker

variability in croaker abundance. Studiesindicate
that winter water temperaturesin the mid-Atlantic
estuaries greatly affect the number of croaker in the
mid-Atlantic region. The survival rate for young of

and hardhead.
Size:

The largest Atlantic croaker reported was 26 inchesin length and
weighed 8 pounds, cleaned. The New Jersey State record isa5.5-pound

fish caught in Delaware Bay in 1981. The average croaker kept by
fishermen in New Jersey in recent years ranges from 11 to 14 inches.

Food:

TheAtlantic croaker is an “ opportunistic bottom feeding carnivore”
which meansit will eat any small shellfish, worm, crab, shrimp, etc, it can
catch.

Inturn, croaker are eaten by the larger predators such as bluefish,
striped bass, summer flounder, weakfish and sharks.

RangeAnd Migration:

The Atlantic croaker occursin Atlantic coastal waters from Cape Cod,
Massachusetts to Florida and through the Gulf of Mexico. While uncom-
mon north of New Jersey, they are one of the most abundant inshore bottom
dwelling fish from the Chesapeske south through the Gulf of Mexico. Their
appearancein our watersis dependent on favorable environmental conditions
and/or high population numbers. When conditions have been favorable,
adult croaker move into Delaware Bay and our coastal watersin early
summer. They begin moving south and somewhat offshorein mid-fall.

Spawning:

Atlantic croaker spawn offshore from September through December
between Cape May and North Carolina. Further south, the spawning season
extendsinto March. Most croaker are mature by age three. Females can
release from 100,000 to 1.5 million eggs depending on fish size. The young

the year Atlantic croaker isless than two percent at
temperatures below 38°F. Severe winters can result in theloss of most of a
year classof overwintering fish.

Commercial And Recreational | mportance:

Commercia landingsin New Jersey have varied widely over time,
from 100 poundsin 1971 to 2.1 million poundsin 2000. Most of the har-
vest is taken August through October by the otter trawl fishery in the
southern portion of the state. However, gill net landings have increased in
thelast few years, going from less than one percent of the landingsin 1997
to 30% in 2000.

The Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey reported no New
Jersey landings from 1982 through 1990 and for 1992. A few fish were
taken in 1991 and reported landings since then have increased drastically
from 2500 fish in 1993 to 990,000 fish in 2000. The fishery occurs prima-
rily in our southern coastal waters and Delaware Bay.

Sportfishing Techniques:

Atlantic croaker are caught from July through October by private,
party and to alesser extent charter boats. Most are taken in the ocean,
although bay catches have been increasing. Croaker are caught using top
and bottom rigs, single hook rigs, bucktails and jigs. Baits used are
shrimp, worms, shedder crab, fish, squid and soft plastic lures. Since
croakers are bottom feeders, enough weight must be used to keep the bait
close to the bottom.

References:

Lankford, T. E. Jr. and T.E. Targett, 2001

Unpublished manuscript

Personal communication from the National Marine Fisheries Services, Fisheries
Statistics and Economics Division, Silver Spring, Maryland

which animals and habitats can be seen.

Unique to the New Jersey Guide is the addition of
Wildlife Diversity Tours. Infour regions, expanded information
isprovided on five sitesin each region that when experienced through a 2-3
day trip provide a deeper understanding and appreciation of the ecosystems
and wildlife found in the region.

Order yourstoday by using the order form.

The creation of the Wildlife Viewing Guide and the development of a
Watchable W Idlife Program for New Jersey was made possible in part
through grants from the EPA, USFish and WIdlife Service, National Park
Service and Department of Defense. Major funding has been provided
through proceeds from the sale of * Conserve Wildlife' license plates.

NEW JERSEY WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE

TheNJDivision of Fishand Wildlifeis proud to announce the publication of the New Jersey WildlifeViewing Guide. The pub-
lication of the Guide isthe culmination of atwo year project coordinated by the Division's Endangered and Nongame Species
Program to establish a network of viewing sites throughout the state.

The Guide beautifully illustrates the rich natural treasures that few people realize exist in the state. Experience the amazing
diversity of New Jersey’swildlife and habitats at 87 of the state’s best Wildlife Viewing Areas. The 165 page Guideisfull of
color photos and illustrations and provides directionsto each site and information on site facilities, best viewing seasonsand

WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE ORDER FORM

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Send Check or Money Order for $10.95 Plus$3.95 SH to: - Conserve

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife W||d||fe
Endangered and Nongame Species Program )
PO Box 400 « Trenton, NJ 08625-0400 ;
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Tautog Fishing Has Been Great, So Why More Restrictions?

ew Jersey anglers were pro-active in tautog

management long before the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)
Interstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for
Tautog was adopted in March 1996. The New

Jersey Marine Fisheries Council (MFC) formed a

Tautog Committee in the mid-1980's bringing
together recreational and commercia fishermen,

divers, council members, and Division of Fishand
{FMP required states from Massachusettsto North
¢ Carolina (the range of the fish) to establish a :
¢ minimum possession size of 14 inchesto increase
i spawning stock biomass and implement effort :
i controlsto meet fishing mortality rates established :
i torebuild the stock and prevent overfishing. New
: Jersey’s Tautog Committee strategy was now

¢ supplanted by the requirements of the ASMFC

{ FMP. Recreational and commercial fishermen

i and divers again made sacrifices, now being

i constrained by bag limits and seasons. The 14-

¢ inch minimum possession limit implemented in

i April 1998 initially restricted the harvest severely
: inal fisheries, particularly shore based anglers,

¢ and the one fish bag limit during warm weather

i months hurt divers and sportfishermen alike. The
started meeting in the mid-1900s, charged with the :

Wildlife staff to develop a New Jersey manage-
ment plan for tautog which would promote a
sustainable fishery and maintain the historica
harvest allocation between recreational and
commercia fishermen. The Tautog Committee
showed keen vision in designing a step-wise
increase in the minimum size limit and establishing
an annual commercia harvest quota of 103,000
pounds (10% of New Jersey’s annual harvest at
that time), a strategy acceptable to all user groups.
The anglers, in fact, requested an accel erated
increase in the proposed minimum size when the
proposal went out to a public hearing. At the time,
all user groups were happy, enthusiastic, and
working together, aresource manager’'s dream.
The ASMFC Tautog Technical Committee

task of developing an interstate fishery
management plan. Upon adoption in 1996, the

Extreme
Underwater
/ltrtwtmnn

Experience the
Extreme thrill of
Jersey’s
Sportfishing
Action with this
new fishing

L video, entitled...
NJ Extreme—Sportfishing with
a Jersey Attitude!

Filmed entirely off the Jersey Coast, NJ Extreme features
spectacular underwater footage of bluefish, false albacore,
mako sharks, and a variety of inshore species. You won’t believe
your eyes when dozens of slammer bluefish show up in a chum
slick, some passing within inches of the camera lens! You'll also
be able to look straight into the dark and mysterious eyes of a
mako. So close, you can even count the gill slits, and take in the
sleek and powerful form of this awesome gamefish. Whether
you're new to fishing, or an old pro, you'll enjoy this rare
opportunity to peek beneath the ocean waves and see some of
nature’s finest gamefish in action.
(VHS-35mins)

M 9 Vidg,
To order NJ Extreme— ke Gre th?ti-,

send check or money order

for only $29:85$19.95 plus $4.50 S & H to:

Ridge Runner Video Productions
PO Box 426 Barnegat NJ 08005

NJ Residents add 6% sales tax.
Make checks payable to Ridge Runner Video Productions
Orders ship via Priority Mail

For more information, check us out on the web at
www.RidgeRunnerVideo.com

By Peter Himchak, Supervising Biologist

closed seasonsin the commercia fishery substan-

 tially reduced its harvest, aswell. The years 1996
i through 1999 represented areal drought in
i harvesting tautog anywhere in the state.

These sacrifices were good investments and

! the tautog spawning stock biomass rebounded
i tremendously. The coastwide fishing mortality .
i rate calculated in 1999 (F=0.22) showed that fish- :
i ing mortality was highly reduced from previous
i years and in line with the FM P fishing mortality
: target (Interim F=0.24). The 14-inch minimum

¢ possession limit was effective in protecting several : me e 1
 year classes from harvest and hopefully, the effort : mMany summonses for thisillegal activity which
i controls (bag limits and seasons) would control

i fishing mortality when these year classes crossed
i the 14-inch threshold. The 2000 fishing season for :
i recreational anglers was great and they, at least,

i were happy. Commercial fishermen, unfortunate-
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i ly, were still required to release many legal size
i fish during closed commercial seasons.

Delight turned to dismay when the coastal

: stock assessment was updated following the 2000
¢ season and fishing mortality was shown to have

i increased substantially to F=0.41, reversing the

i gains made throughout the previous years.

i Production of young fish from the 1999 and 2000
: year classes was excellent but the high fishing

: mortality on older fish had eroded the spawning

¢ stock biomass. Apparently, the effort had not been

sufficiently controlled to continue the reduction in

i thefishing mortality rate. Sincethe FMP target is

F=0.29 and the current fishing mortality rate was

i measured as F=0.41, a49% reduction in fishing

i mortality would now be required to meet the FMP
: goal. Such areduction would be socially and

i economically devastating. Now what do we do?

Complicating an already confusing manage-

i ment situation has been the growth of a substantial
i illegal commercial fishery. Thelive fish market

i and theincreased availability of tautog have

: provided an economic incentive for some non-

: permitted anglersto sell their catch. Several years
i ago, aquota based, limited entry commercial fish-
i ery was established for the historical participants

i inthe commercial tautog fishery. Both directed

¢ fishery and non-directed fishery tautog permits

i wereissued to qualifying commercial fishermen

: who generated the commercial landings used as

{ the basis of the quota. At the present time, only

i 57 individualsin the state have been issued a

tautog per mit and are allowed to take tautog

i for purposes of sale. Any non-per mitted fisher -
i man taking tautog by any meansfor purposes

: of saleisparticipatingin an illegal commercial
: fishery. Marine enforcement agents have i ssued

i has become widespread along the New Jersey
i coast. Thisillegal harvest not only harmsthe

resource but may be inflating the enormous

i harvest estimate for the recreational fishery.

The fishing community is at acrossroads

again on tautog management. Addendum 111 of the
FMP has been through the public hearing process.

(continued on next page)
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Tautog Fishing Has Been Great, So Why More Restrictions?

(continued)

The public comment period that lasted until February 15, 2002 afforded all
interested parties to voice their preference on a number of options setting
the future course of interstate management of tautog. The ASMFC Tautog
Management Board (Board) met February 18, 2002 and reviewed the
scientific recommendations and all the public comments on Addendum 111
before deciding the best course of action to takein 2002 and in future years.

The Board approved Addendum |11 with the following management
requirements:

« States must maintain current or more restrictive fishing regulations dur-

ing 2002.

By April 1, 2003, states must implement regulations to reduce fishing

mortality in the recreational fishery by approximately 48%. Such reduc-

tionswill be achieved in lower bag limits, shorter seasons, or a combina-
tion of both.

e The ASMFC Law Enforcement Committee will investigate and assess
the magnitude of unreported landings, both for the live market and from
non-directed gear (i.e., bycatch) and report back to the board during 2002.

While the Board maintained its support for the coastwide tautog stock
assessment through a Virtual Population Analysis approach, it placed
additional requirements on states to enhance data collection and monitoring
programs coastwide. Improved data collection programs would provide for
regional stock assessments and allow states more flexibility in designing
management measures.

The Board further recommended that the Federal government adopt
management measures in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), 3-200
nautical miles offshore, which are in accordance with states’ minimum
sizes, bag limits, seasons, and other landings requirements. At the present
time, there are no federal management measures for tautog in the EEZ.

New Jersey
FIREARMS
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* Rods & Reels
sLive & Frozen Baits
* Expert Rod & Reel Repair
 Large Selection of Quality Firearms
* Full Service Gunsmith
« Paint Ball Pro Shop

VSIT OUR

Fly Fishing & Fly Tying
- Department N
6}7/; @é’&

°G. Loomis ®

344 St. Georges Ave. Rahway, NJ

(732) 382-4066

www.njfirearmsguild.com

After extensive dialogue among al usergroups, scientists, and
managers, afuture course of action has been set for the management of
tautog. More data must be collected and more sacrificing must be endured
to restore this valuable resource. Let’s hope for the best for both the fish
and the fisherman.

Get on the lists!!

The Marine Fisheriesand
Shellfish e-mail lists, that is.
Thisfree service will provide you with the
latest information about Division events,
public hearings and other matters related to
marine resources. And there are six other lists
to help you get the most out of New Jersey’s fish
and wildlife resources.

Visit the Division Website at
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/Istsub.htm
tolearn how.
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118 OUTWATER LANE, GARFIELD, NJ 07026
973-478-7647 EsT
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Looking for quality tackle at the right price
with knowledgeable sales staff?

THEN MELTZER’S IS FOR YOU
VO stopote PEOR Rapala
,’ n.f."f’ BLUE FOX® @@
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Fluorocarbon Hooks

Boots

ALSO DON’T FORGET TO COME SEE OUR COMPLETE
SELECTION OF FIREARMS & OUTDOOR BOOTS & CLOTHING
AT DISCOUNT PRICES!

“Once you shop MELTZER...
You’ll Go Nowhere ELSE-SIR”

Gift Certificates Available
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Stripers—Just How Old is That Fish?

he following tables and graph were developed
utilizing length, weight and age data collected :

from the Bonus Striped Bass Program and from
striped bass research projects conducted by
Division of Fish & Wildlife personnel. These
projects include tagging striped bassin Delaware
Bay during March and April, and afall creel

survey of party boats along the coast. The Division

of Fish & Wildlifeisaparticipating agency inthe
USFish & Wildlife Service's (USFWS) Striped

Bass Cooperative Tagging Program. The USFWS
provides various agencies along the Atlantic coast

with tagsthat contain their phone number:
800-448-8322. The pink tags are located in the
abdominal area of the fish. An anchor part of the
tag isinserted into asmall incision and the pink

streamer part isreadily visible. Both parts havethe :
800 number, and a unique tag number. Anglersare :

asked to report the date the fish was caught,
location, whether or not the fish was kept or
released and it'stotal length.

During thefall of 2000, Division personnel
sampled striped bass from 8 party boat trips. A
total of 172 anglers caught 283 striped bass, 148

of those were kept. These keepers were comprised

of 64 “dot fish” (greater than or equal to 24" and

lessthan 28") and 84 fish that were grester than or

equal to 28" (22 of which were bonusfish).
In addition to measuring and weighing the
fish, scales are taken to determine the age for a

specific fish. Impressions of the scale samples are

made on acetate slides utilizing a heated,

hydraulic press. These dides are magnified with a

microfiche reader. Rings on the scales (much like
growth rings seen on a cross-section of atree
trunk) enable scientiststo assign each fish an age.
Figure 1 shows the predicted weight for a
given length of a striped bass by the pink line
composed of squares. The blue diamond shapes
represent actual data points or the range of

weightsfor a given length. For example, the graph

shows that the predicted weight for a35" striped
bass was 18 pounds, and samplesranged from 11
to 23 pounds.
1. What isthe predicted weight of a striped bass
measuring 30 inches? 40 inches?
2. What are minimum and maxi mum wei ghts of
striped bass measuring 30 or 40 inches?
Table 1 shows the range of agesthat
correspond to agiven length interval. For
example, astriped bass measuring 24 to 27 inches
may be from 3 to 8 years old. Forty-five percent
of the fish sampled in this length group were
S5yearsold.
3. Afish measuring 30 inches most likely would
be how old?
Table 2 shows the range of agesthat corre-
spond to aweight interval. For example, a striped
bass weighing 7 to 10 pounds may befrom5to0 9

years old. Forty percent of the fish sampled in this

weight group were 7 years old.

4. Afishweighing 15 pounds would most likely be

how old?
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By Tom Baum, Principal Fisheries Biologist

Figure 1. Striped Bass Length/Weight Relationship
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Table 1 Striped Bass Percent Age at Length
LENGTH AGE
(inches) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15
17-23 10% 40% 43% 7%
24-27 1% 14% 45% 30% 8% 1%
28-31 9% 31% 36% 19% 3% 1%
32-35 2% 13% 33% 33% 14% 4% 1%
36-39 8% 23% 31% 24% 10% 3%
40-43 5% 21% 32% 21% 15% 5%
44-48 8% 15% 31% 23% 15% 4% 4%
Sample size = 2170 fish
Table 2. Striped Bass Percent Age at Weight
WEIGHT AGE
(pounds) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15
3-6 2% 30% 46% 9% 2%
7-10 1% 30% 40% 16% 3%
1-14 3% 19% 40% 24% 1% 2%
15-18 2% 20% 44% 19% 1% 2% 2%
19-22 13% 24% 33% 21% 8% 3%
23-26 2% 28% 30% 19% 12%
27-30 4% 31% 35% 12% 12% 8%
31-34 18% 29% 29% 24%
i| 35-44 8% 33% 8% 1I1% 8% 25%
Sample size = 881 fish
New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc.
Organized May 24, 1935  Serving over 150,000 members
- The Federation is a statewide, non-profit, non-government, non-partisan organization of New Jersey
citizensinterested in the wise management of the state's natural resources, the conservation of its soils, waters, forests,
fish, wildlife, and minerals, and the promotion of healthful outdoor recreation for all.
NJSFSC Membership provides one million dollars of sportsmen liability insurance.
Covers hunting, fishing, target shooting anywherein U.S. or Canada.
Memberships: [ $30.00 includes monthly newspaper & insurance [ $18.00 monthly newspaper only
Send check with name, address, county, phone and email address to:
Membership Office » Judy DeStephano
PO. Box 742 « Newfoundland, NJ 07435 ¢ 973-697-0919
www.NJSFSC.org
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Relax. . . . |
aboard one of our fully equipped rental houseboats.

Our houseboats range from 40 to 58 feet in length. They all have living and dining areas,
kitchens equipped with stove, refrigerator, microwave; bathroom with full sized shower; 1
to 4 bedrooms, and generators. The front decks are complete with large ice chest, table
& chairs & gas grill. The larger models have waterslides and our three newest ones also
have hot tubs on the top deck.

Marina Facilities also include:

* Pontoon boat Rentals * Pontoon Skiboat Rentals Make your
« Utility boat Rentals «Sightseeing B s ccosoli
« Marina Store * Restaurant -

Call or write
for our 2002
brochures.

* Dinner &Sightseeing cruises aboard the new Princess
SEVEN POINTS MARINA

RD 1, Raystown Lake, Hesston, PA 16647
Ph: 814-658-3074 Fax: 814-658-2062

Web Site: www.7pointsmarina.com
Email us at: aei@7pointsmarina.com
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Boat Motor Oil Recycling

When You “Do-Ilt-Yourself”. Don't forget to recycle used motor oil from
; ’ i your other small engines, such as mowers and
Do It nght! : snowblowers. Even small amounts of oil can : &
sed moator oil isamajor pollutant in New - pollute groundwater. You can support recycling by
Jersey. Oil poured into the waterways kills : purchasing re-refined lubricating oil for your car, :

fish, and oil poured onto the land can travel for ¢ ruck, boat, or yard equipment. L ook for the APt =
: i certification mark, which tells you that the

miles underground and find its way into the open . .
water. By recycling your used motor oil, you keep re-refined oil meetsall standards.
the environment safe. '

SRS

It's Easy To Do It Right.

¢ Find aused motor oil collection center near you.

i » Your town and county may accept used motor

: ail. (Seethetable below for phone numbers, or

visit NJDEP's recycling website at

www.state.nj.us/recyclen;).

All Jiffy-Lube stations will take up to 10

gallons, at no charge. You must bring the used

motor oil in closed containers, during business

hours, and take the empty containers away with

you.

All Bridgestone and Firestone Tire and Service

Centerswill accept up to 2 gallons at no charge.

You must bring the used motor oil in closed

R b D £ mi i containers, during business hours, and take the

. ememper—bon tmixX your : empty containersaway withyou.

More Boaters Will Be used motor oil with other  : * Call Eartt's911, at 1-800-CLEANUP or visit

materials. Contaminated oil their website at www.1800cleanup.org, for alist

Changing Oil
. : : of used motor oil collection centers near your
Outboard motors are often two-stroke engines, : can’t be recycled! © home.

and don't need their oil removed. But with the

introduction of new four-stroke outboards, you'll :

need to find out where to take your used oil. This

is hrd to do when you re vacationing at the shore, SHORE COUNTY RECYCLING COORDINATORS
far from your usual drop-off point. :

- — -

Used oil moves through the soil and storm sewersto the open water.

Do It Right Atlantic County (609) 272-6902 Middlesex County (732) 745-4170
| .
© 9 Camden County (856) 858-5241 Monmouth County  (732) 431-7460
Placethe oil Cape May County (609) 465-9026 | Ocean County (732) 506-5047
youremovefrom
your boat ina i Cumberland County (856) 825-3700 Salem County (856) 935-7900
clean, reusable :
container that hasa :
cap or lid that :
closessecurely.
Never mix : h S I f
LI Increase the Sales o
such as antifreeze, :

munmea | YOUI Products and Services
el Year Round!

hard or impossible : ] ] ) ] ) ]
torecyde. sve | Advertise in the New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Digests
these other : Hunting, Freshwater & Marine Editions

substances until :
o oold Call BACKES = 609-924-0100 BACKES
HazardousWaste E-mail: info@backesgp.com = www.backesgp.com GRAPHIC JCTIONS

Co

Collection Day. '
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Regulatory Update

By Bruce Halgren, Supervising Biologist

he good newsis: fisheries management works. Therewill be no differencein the
Stocks of important recreational species such i management measures for state and federal
as summer flounder (fluke), stri_ped bass, black i watersthisyear.
sea bass and scup (porgy) have increased Black Sea Bass

significantly in recent years. Thishasled to .
The target quota for the recreational black

increasesin the target harvest quotas for the : ¢ r
recreational fisheries for summer flounder, black : Seabassfishery has beenincreased by 9 percent,

sea bass and scup for the 2002 fishi ng year.

Thebad newsis: theseincreasesin fish
available for the recreational angler has continued
to result in some fish harvests which exceed the
target quotas of the fishery management plans.
Even to bring back the recreational harvest to the
increased target quotas, there must be some
adjustments in the management measures for
2002, asidentified below.

i The sizelimit has been increased from 11 inches
! to 11-1/2 inches, the possession limit will remain

i at 25 fish and the closed season from March 1

i through May 9 that wasin effect last year will

i be eliminated to allow the fishery to be open for

i theentireyear.

Scup (Porgy)
The target quota for the recreational scup
Summer Flounder (Fluke) : fishery isbeing increased from 1.76 million

The coastal recreational target quotafor summer poundsto 2.71 million pounds. This represents an
flounder has been increased by 36 percent, from  : available harvest over 1-1/2 times greater than last
7.16 million pounds to 9.72 million pounds. Even | Year. Aswith summer flounder, however, even
with thisincrease, however, New Jersey hasto : with this significant increase anglers will haveto
reduceitsharvest by 16.7 percent in 2002. Toachieve | reduce their take on acoastwide basis. The size
this, the size limit will increase from 16 inchesto : limitwill increase from 9" to 10", the possession
16-1/2 inches, the possession limit will remain at
8 fish and the season will increase dightly this

: to July 1-October 31.
year to May 18 through September 24. :

Vol. 15, No. 3 May 2002

- Other changes:

Thereis currently aclosed season for striped

i bassin the Delaware River and its tributaries from
i the Route 1 bridge in Trenton, downstream to and
¢ including the Salem River and its tributaries from
April 1 through March 31 of each year to protect

i from 3.148 million pounds to 3.43 million pounds. fr?g?: g'qnf% jtnq ﬂg&;ﬁ;ﬂg&ﬁfﬁg Rﬁ]ﬁ?n
i defined closure areaand period, the Division has

i proposed that only non-offset circle hooks be used
i while fishing with any natural bait. Thisrestriction
: would only apply to hooks of size two and larger

¢ which are frequently used for striped bass. Anglers
i should be aware thisrule is anticipated to become

i effectivein late spring or early summer.

The Division has also proposed increasing the

i minimum size limit and implementing a maximum
i sizelimit for |obstersin the commercial fishery.

i Therecreational lobster fishery, whether by pot or
¢ hand capture, will be exempted from these

i changesin the size limits for lobster. However, to

i alow enforcement of the new commercial size

i limits at the market place, the sale of lobsters

¢ harvested by hand will be prohibited. The sale of

¢ limit remains at 50 fish, and the season isreduced : . : -~
: i lobsters by recreational potsis aready prohibited.

W|Id Places & Open Spaces

The NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife is proud to offer the publica-
tion Wild Places & Open Spaces—A Wildlife Enthusiasts Guide
to Finding and Using Public Open Space in the Garden State.
The publication, designed similar to a road map, offers the out-
doors-person a wealth of information on locating and exploring
New Jersey’s open spaces in a compact and easy-to-read format.

Originally developed as an updated version of the familiar Guide
to Wildlife Management Areas, the publication not only contains
valuable information on Division Wildlife Management Areas and
the variety of wildlife present, but includes state parks, forests
and much more! Showcasing a full-color map of New Jersey,
more than 700,000 acres of public open space are highlighted

with an accompanying wildlife activity grid. e
Order yours today by using the form at right. Name
Address
Send check or money order for $4.00 City
made payable to:
State

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife

Zip Code

Wild Places Map

P.O. Box 400

Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
Attn: Carol Nash

Quantity Ordered
(price per map: $4 includes shipping)

Total Enclosed $
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2002 Summary of
Marine Fish & Shellfish Regulations

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded that the
statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities. Red text in regulations indicates a change for this year.

Resource I nformation

Anyone who takes fisheries resources may be
required to provide information on the species, :
number, weight or other information pertinent to
management of resources.

Methods of Fishing

No person shall take, catch, kill or attempt to
take, catch or kill any fish within the marine
waters of the State by any means except in the
manner commonly known as angling with hand
line or rod and line unless specifically provided
for by statute or regulation.

Wanton Waste Prohibited
Fish of any specieswhich are purposely killed :
shall become part of the angler’s daily possession
limit and shall not be returned to the water from
which they were taken. This does not apply to fish
which are released alive and subsequently die.

Spear Fishing :

Spear fishing can be conducted by meansof a
spear, harpoon or other missilewhile completely
submerged in the marine waters of the state for
any species, except |obster.

Persons who fish with a spear for specieswith
sizelimits are reminded that it istheir responsibil-
ity to ensure the fish meetsthe minimum sizelim- :
its before being killed or injured.

Prohibited Species

Itisillegal to take, possess, land, purchase, or :
sell any of the following species:
Atlantic Sturgeon
Basking Shark
Bigeye Sand Tiger Shark
Sand Tiger Shark
Shortnosed Sturgeon
Whale Shark
White Shark

SeaTurtlesand MarineMammals shark, except dogfish (see note below) is 48 inches

Itisillegal to intentionally molest, kill or pos- : total length.
sess sea turtles or marine mammals, or to possess .
i basking shark
: whale shark
i white shark

any part thereof.
Finfish

Filleting

Thefilleting at sea of al fish with asize limit

is prohibited. Party boats may fillet fish at seaif
they obtain a Special Fillet Permit. Applications
may be obtained from the Marine Fisheries
Administration.

Black drum
The minimum size limit for black drumis 16

inchesin total length and the daily possession
¢ limit is 3 fish. Thereis no closed season for
black drum.

Black Sea Bass
The minimum size limit for black seabassis

i 11-1/2 inches measured aong the midline from

i the snout to the end of the central portion of the

i tail, not toincludethetail filaments. There is no
i closed season for black sea bass.

' Bluefish

The possession limit for bluefish is 15 fish.

¢ Bluefish taken with hook and line may be sold

i only from June 16 through August 7 and only if

i the harvester isin possession of avalid commer-

i cia bluefish permit issued for his or her vessel

i by the National Marine Fisheries Service (978-

i 281-9370). Any harvester in possession of avalid
: commercia bluefish permit may possess more

¢ than 15 bluefish per day but only during the

i commercial season of June 16 through August 7.

Shark

The minimum size limit for any species of

Sharks—Prohibited Species
sand tiger shark
bigeye sand tiger shark

Shark
23" —>
i A1 Alternate Length |

\ il Total Length

< 48" -~

The fins may not be removed from a shark,

except after fishing has ceased and such shark has
: been landed. A shark may be eviscerated and the
¢ head and tail removed prior to landing, provided
i that the alternate length as measured from the

i origin of thefirst dorsal fin to the pre-caudal pit

i (located just forward of the origin of the upper

i lobe of thetail fin) is not less than 23 inchesin

i length. The possession limitis 2 shark per vessdl.
i Note: To differentiate sharks from dogfish—the

i smooth dogfish hasflat, tiny teeth; the spiny

i dogfish has strong, dorsal spines, shorter than,

i andinfront of, the dorsal fins. Neither is present
¢ insharks.

Striped Bass
 (includes Hybrid Striped Bass)

The possession limit for striped bass/ hybrid

¢ striped bassis two fish. One fish must be greater
i than or equal to 24 inchesto lessthan 28" (slot

¢ fish) while the other fish must be 28 inches or

¢ gresater. It does not matter which fish is harvested
¢ first. Anglers participating in the Striped Bass

¢ Program Bonus Program (see next page) may

i posses an additional striped bass at 28 inches or

i greater. Anglers do not need to harvest adlot fish
i prior to taking aBonusfish.

Itisillegal totake, catch or kill any striped

 bass from or in any marine waters of this state, by
: means of anet of any description, or by any
: methods other than angling with ahook and line

 or by spear fishing.

Itisillegal to possess any striped bass, or parts

i of astriped bass from which the head and / or tail

i has been removed (other than while in preparation
: or being served asfood), which islessthan the
 legal minimum size.

Harvest and possession of striped bass from

federal waters (outside 3 miles) is prohibited.

Sale of striped bassin N.J. is prohibited.

Closed seasons

No person may take, attempt to take, or have
in possession any striped bass from the following

: closed waters:
: Jan. 1-Feb. 28—All waters except the Atlantic

Ocean from 0-3 miles offshore.

April 1-May 31—Delaware River & Bay and

their tributaries from the upstream side of the
U.S. Route 1 bridge downstream to and
including the Salem River and itstributaries.

* The use of non-offset circle hookswill be

i required to reduce striped bass bycatch mortality
¢ whilefishing with natural bait during the striped
i bass spawning area closure within the Delaware
: River and itstributaries. Thisrestriction will not
 apply to hook sizes smaller than size two. *

(continued on page 16)

*_..* These items contained within asterisks are anticipated to be adopted in the spring of 2002.
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Marine Fish & Shellfish Regulations

(continued from page 15)

Striped Bass Bonus Fish Program
Fishermen may possess one (1) additional

striped bass per day under the Striped Bass Bonus

Fish Program subject to the following:

1. Thefisherman must apply for and receive afish

possession card (See application, page 22) in
advance of attempting to take abonusfish.

2. Themini ize limit for a striped bass taken :
e mnImuUm .26 imit 1or 8 STped bass ené Takanasse spillway or Wreck Pond spillway on

under the bonus program is 28 inches.

3. Fisherman must comply with all aspects of the months of April and May.

regulations. A guideto theseregulationsis
provided with the fish possession cards.
4. Two fish possession cards are issued to each

applicant. Only one card is good per day. Cards
arevalid only during the year issued. Thegray

card isonly good for the 2002 season.

5. Participants wishing to continueintheprogramé . .
in future years can do so by mailing the fishing : line parallel to the center line of the body shell to

i therear of the body shell, shall be not lessthan
: 3-14inches** Lobster parts may not be

 possessed at sea or landed.

logs enclosed with their cards.

Additional cardswill be provided upon
checking fish at one of the 65 designated check
stations or by mailing the completed card to the
Division. For moreinformation regarding this
program call 609-748-2020.

Summer Flounder (Fluke)

The possession and minimum size limit for
summer flounder is 8 fish at 16-1/2 inchesand an
open season from May 18 to September 24.

Tautog (BlackFish)

of June 1 through October 9 and a 10 fish
possession limit during the period of October 10
through May 31.

Weakfish (Gray & Spotted Seatrout)
The possession and minimum size limit for
weakfishis 14 fish, at least 14 inchesin length.

Winter Flounder
The minimum size limit for winter flounder

are March 1-May 31 and September
15-December 31. Thereisno possession limit.

Additional Marine Fishing Regulations

See pages 18-20 for the clip out reference
charts.

Bait Fish
No licenseisrequired for the taking of bait-
fish for personal use with the following gear:
1. Dip nets24" in diameter or lessfor the taking
of herring for live bait.
. Bait seines 50 feet long or less.
. Cast nets 20 feet in diameter or less.
. Lift or umbrellanets four feet square or less.
. Not more than five (5) killipots.

. Not more than two miniature fykes or pots for
thetaking of eelsfor bait.

O wWN

Fish taken in this manner may not be sold or

 used for barter unless acommercial bait net

licenseisin possession.
No person shall take more than 35 alewife or

blueback herring in aggregate per day by hook and
¢ line or the above listed gear.
: No person shall take or attempt to takefish by

any means from the Deal Lake flume, Lake

any Monday, Wednesday or Friday during the

Crustaceans

American Lobster

Thelegal possession size of whole lobsters,
measured from the rear of the eye socket dlong a

The possession limit is 6 lobsters per person.

i No person shall possess any lobster with eggs

i attached or from which eggs have been removed
i or any female |obster
¢ with av-notched tail,
 asillustrated above.

Lobster

The use of spears,

i gigs, gaffsor other

i penetrating devices as
i amethod of capture t
Theminimum sizelimit for tautog is 14 inches. :

Thereisal fish possession limit during the period : :
¢ required for the use of pots or traps for the capture :
i of lobsters. :

for lobstersis prohib-
ited. A licenseis

¥ notch

* L obsters taken recreationally may not be

sold or offered for sale.*

{ ** The lobster size limit may be increased to :
3 5/16 inches this summer. Contact the Bureau

13

of Marine Fisheries at 609-748-2020.

: Crabs

is 11 inches. For winter flounder the open seasons 1 Crabsmay be taken recreationally with hand

lines, manually operated collapsible traps or
scoop netswithout alicense. A non-
commercid crab pot licenseisrequired for the
use of not more than two (2) non-collapsible
Chesapeake-style crab pots (seeillustration on
page 22) or two (2) trot linesto harvest crabs.
See page 22 for the non-commercial crab pot
license gpplication or stop by coastal bait and
tackle shops.

10,

11

12,

. Itisillegal to harvest or possess more than

one bushel of crabs per day per person or
offer for sale any crabs without having in
your possession avalid commercia
crabbing license.

. Minimum size of crabsthat may be harvested

(measured from point to point of shell) are as
follows:

a Peeler or shedder crab—3 inches

b. Soft crab—3-1/2inch

¢. Hard crab—4-3/4 inches (for sale)

d. Hard crab—4-1/2 inches (possession)

. All female crabs with eggs attached and all

undersized crabs shall be returned to the water
immediately.

. Recreational trot lines shall not exceed 150

feet in length with amaximum of 25 baits.

. All pots and trot lines shall be marked with

the identification number of the owner.

. All crab pots must be tended at least once

every 72 hours.

. No floating line may be used on any crab pot

or crab pot buoy.

. No crab pot shall be placed in any areathat

would aobstruct or impede navigation or in any
creek less than 50 feet wide.

Only the owner, his agent or alaw enforce-
ment officer may raise or remove contents of
alegally set fishing device.

Crabs taken with a bait seine may be retained
for persona use only if the fisherman
possesses a bait net license, and may not be
bartered or sold unlessthe fisherman
possesses acommercia crab license.

No crabs may be harvested from the Newark
Bay Complex as described under the section
on Heslth Advisories, pages 30-31.

Crab Pot/Trot Line seasons:

Delaware Bay and tributaries—

* April 6to Dec. 4 *; all other waters—Mar
15 to Nov 30. The following waters are closed
to the use of crab pots and trot lines:
Cumberland Co: Cohansey River and creeks
named Back, Cedar, Nantuxent, Fortesque,
Oranoken, and Dividing; Cape May Co: West
and Bidwell Creeks and the Cape May Candl;
Atlantic Co: Hammock Cove (Dry Bay);
Ocean Co.: on East shore of Barnegat Bay,
that area of Sedge IlandsWMA enclosed by
aline drawn from the northern bank of
Fishing Creek on Iland Beach State Park to
the northern tip of the Sedge Iland (Hendler
Island), then south from point to point along
the western side of the Sedge ISlandsWMA
and terminating on the most southwestern
point of Island Beach State Park.

(continued on next page)

*...* These items contained within asterisks are anticipated to be adopted in the spring of 2002.
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14. TheDivision will issue anon-commercial
crab dredge license for the harvest of not

more that one bushel of crabs during the crab

dredge season. Crabs so taken may not be
sold or offered for barter. Thereis afee of
$15.00 for this non-commercia crab dredge
license. Call the Marine Fisheries
Administration at 609-748-2040.

Notice: All non-collapsible Chesapeake-style crab

pots (seeillustration on page 22) must be
constructed to include a biodegradable panel
designed to create an opening to allow crabs and
other organismsto escape if the pot islost or

abandoned. All non-collapsible Chesapeake-style

crab pots set in any man-made lagoon or any
water body |ess than 150 feet wide must also
include aturtle excluder deviceinside al pot
entrance funnels.

Hor seshoe Crabs
The harvest of horseshoe crabsis prohibited
without a permit.
Mollusks (Shellfish)

1. All persons must be licensed to participatein
the harvest of hard clams, soft clams, surf
clams and oysters.

2. Itisillega to harvest clams, oystersand mussels
from condemned waters, even for bait purposes. :
Itisasoillegd to harvest surf clamsfrom beach- :

es adjacent to water classified as condemned.
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Hours: M-T-TH-F 9-9, Wed.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun. 11-5

REGULATIONS

Wiater classification charts are available from :

license agents, any state shellfish office or
Marine Police Station. Charts are updated
annualy.

3. Shellfish harvesting is prohibited before

sunrise, after sunset and on Sundays.

i 4. Harvesting of clams, oysters and musselson

public grounds s restricted to the use of hand
implements.

i 5. Itisillegal to harvest shellfish from leased

grounds. These grounds are delineated by
stakes or buoys set by the lease holder. Charts
of the leases may be examined at the Nacote
Creek or Bivalve Shellfish Offices during
regular business hours.

. Hard Clams
: 1. No person shall

harvest more than 150
clams per day unless
such personisaholder
of acommercia clam
license. Only certified
shellfish dealers may purchase clams from
commercia harvesters. All persons selling
clams commercially must tag each container

listing date of harvest, name and address of the

harvester and the waters from which the
shellfish were harvested.

: 2. A non-resident recregtional licenseisvalid
only during the months of June, July, August
and September.

Tackle

Knowledgeable Staff & Expert repairs

« o 2enty Hunting, Fishing, Archery, Paintball, Camping,

S INCEe  Outdoor and Athletic Clothing, Kayaks, Shoes, Wound on

Atbletic Equipment and All Your Sporting Needs. your reel.
Plus: Boy Scout uniforms and equipment Up to

Athletic uniforms
Repalirs and services
Complete gunsmith shop

We Stock Left Handed Reels-Fishing Gear for Men, Women and Children [FIOPSN T RINTE: eI
NJ's LARGEST Sporting Goods Store oFFER DxeiES 33002
513 West Union Ave. (P.0. Box 2003) Bound Brook, NJ

Ph: 732 356-0604 Fx: 732 805-9860
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3. Anyone engaged in any clamming activity with
someone holding acommercial clam license
must also possess their own commercia clam
license.

4. Itisillegal to dredge clams. Hand implements

arethe only legal harvest methods.

5. The minimum size of hard clams that may

be harvested is 1-1/2 inchesin length. Clams
lessthan 1-1/2 inches in length must be
immediately returned to the bottom from which
they were taken.

6. Itisillegal to harvest shellfish on Sunday

except on the seasonal waters of the Navesink
and Shrewbury Rivers between November 1
and April 30.

Oysters
i 1. Oystersmay be sold only to certified dealers.
2. ltisillegal to dredge oysters on public grounds.

All harvesting on public grounds isrestricted to
the use of hand implements.

3. Shellstaken in the process of harvesting

oysters must be culled from the live oysters and
returned immediately to the areafrom where
they were taken.

L4, Specific seasons and regulations exist for

oyster bedsin Great Bay, Delaware Bay, the
Mullica, Great Egg Harbor and Tuckahoe
rivers. Check with appropriate shellfish offices
for detailed regulations.

i 5. Onelicense covers recreational and commer-

cial oystering.

Mann's-Shakespeare-Berkley-Cannon-Seeker-Orvis-Teeny-Cortland-Power-Pro-Storm

"Your Sponting Goads Destination” '
e z@ Fresh and Saltwater FREE *

15-30Ib
BERKLEY
Big Game Mono

400 yards.
Limit one
per customer.
Must have coupon

AMEX, VISA, MC, DEBIT

alow pue-!exu!pxogmuag-mem a]be3-pejsnyy-oowaiy

Shimano-Seaguar-Scott-Penn-Abel-Wulff-Varivas-S.A.-Yo Zuri-Owner-Gamakatsu-Abu-Thompson
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ATTENTION ANGLERS

2002 NJ Minimum Size, Possession Limits & Seasons

Fish are measured from tip of snout to tip of tail (except Black Sea Bass).
Cleaning or filleting of fish with a minimum size limit while at sea is prohibited.

- )
Weakfish
14 Fish at 14"

Summer Flounder (Fluke)

8 Fish at 16 1/2"
Open Season 5/18-9/24

Tautog 14"
10 Fish—10/10-5/31 » 1 Fish—6/1-10/9

25 Fish at 11 1/2"

PROHIBITED
SPECIES

It is illegal to take, possess
or land any of the following species:

BIGEYE SAND TIGER SHARK
SHORTNOSE STURGEON
ATLANTIC STURGEON
SAND TIGER SHARK
BASKING SHARK
WHALE SHARK
WHITE SHARK

OTHER SPECIES

Possession Total
Limit Length
American Eel . ....... 50........ 6"
Cobia .............. 2........ 37"
Cod............. No Limit .. ... 21"
Haddock ......... No Limit . . ... 21"
King Mackerel. . ... ... 3o 23"
Pollock .......... No Limit . .. .. 19"
River Herring . ....... 35 ..... No Limit
Lobster............. 6...... 3 1/4"*
(Carapace
*See page 16 Length)

A
Y

No Closed Season
Black Sea Bass

Bluefish

15 fish  no minimum size

< 112" |

Hard Clam
recreational limit—150 clams
No harvest on Sunday.
(See pg. 17 for exceptions)

< >

Striped Bass or

Hybrid Striped Bass
1 fish at 28"
1 fish at 24" or greater, but less than 28"

Del. River & tribs. (Rt. 1 Bridge); Trenton, to Salem
River & tribs. Open 3/1-3/31 & 6/1-12/31

Atlantic Ocean: (0—3 miles from shore), no
closed season; (greater than 3 miles from
shore) closed year round

All other marine waters, open 3/1-12/31

Winter Flounder
11" « Open Seasons: 3/1-5/31; 9/15-12/31

Blue Crab (point to point)

Peeler or Shedder—3"
Soft—3 1/2" « Hard—4 1/2"
recreational limit—one bushel

Alternate Length
23" ;

>

Total Length—48"

Y

Shark

2 Fish per vessel
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New Jersey Marine Fish Identification

Black Drum
3 Fish at 16"

™ e
AN
Northern Searobin

Scup (Porgy)
50 Fish at 10" « Open Season 7/1-10/31

Northern Puffer _ J

\ﬂ -
' Spiny Dogfish
Red Drum piny Lbed

5 Fish at 18" (Only 1 fish over 27") - - v

Atlantic Mackerel

American Shad Smooth Dogfish

6 Fish Limit

Sand Tiger Shark

Spanish Mackerel
10 Fish at 14"

Atlantic Croaker

—_—

Atlantic Cod Sandbar Shark
21" Size Limit
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New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife
2002 Marine Recreational Fishing Seasons
Possession & Minimum Size Limits

Motor Boat
Regulations

For information write:

Harvest & Division of Motor Vehicles
) Minimum Possession Limit PO Box 403, Trenton, NJ 08625-0403
Speues Open Season Length (per person unless noted) or contact yOUr |oca| DMV Offlce
American Eel No Closed Season 6" 50 Hull nurfr?tl;eal}sbg%igf edng;ngtaaie Police
Black Drum No Closed Season 16" 3 after their inspection.
Black Sea Bass No Closed Season 1 v2r 25 STATE POLICE TROOP “F”
Excluding tail filaments MARINE LAW ENFORCEMENT
Bluefish No Closed Season No Minimum 15 _ STATIONS
- - Bivave.................... 609-785-1330
Cobia No Closed Season 37 2 North Wildwood ............ 609-522-0393
Cod No Closed Season 21" No Limit AtlanticCity................ 609-441-3586
Haddock No Closed Season o1 No Limit Burlington ................. 609-387-1221
- OCEAN . .. 609-296-5807
King Mackerel No Closed Season 28" 3 Point Pleasant. .............. 732-899-5050
Pollock No Closed Season 19" No Limit Monmouth Cty. Det. ......... 732-842-5171
,, LakeHopatcong. . ........... 973-663-3400
Porgy (Scup) July 1-Oct. 31 10 50 Newark gay 9 973-578-8173
Red Drum No Closed Season 18” 5, only 1 over 27"
River Herring No Closed Season No Limit 35
Shad No Closed Season No minimum 6 TO S u bSC r i b e
Shark+ No Closed Season 48" 2 per vessel
**axcept prohibited species C al I
Spanish Mackerel No Closed Season 14 10 N eW J e rS ey
Striped bass or hybrid striped bass
—Del. River & tributaries Mar. 1-Mar. 31 \ O u td oors
(Rt. 1 bridge to Salem and 28" 1
River & tributaries) June 1-Dec. 31 AND AND at
—Del. River & tributaries Mar. 1-Dec. 31 Greater or equal 1
(upstream of Rt. 1 bridge) to 24” but less than 28" ' 1_ 8 O O_ 645_ O O 3 8
—Atlantic Ocean No Closed Season
0:3 miles from shore New Jersey’s Natural
—All other waters Mar. 1-Dec. 31 : :
‘ and Historic Resources
Summer Flounder May 18—September 24 16 v2” 8 -
and Outdoor Recreation
Tautog Oct. 10-May 31 14" 10 -
June 1-Oct. 9 14" 1 Magazine
Weakfish No Closed Season u” 14 ) .
, " — Mention this ad and pay
Winter Flounder March 1-May 31 1 No Limit

Sept. 15-Dec. 31

No species of fish with a minimum size limit listed above may be filleted or cleaned at sea (except striped bass
if fillet is at least 28” long). (Party boats licensed to carry 15 or more passengers may apply for a permit to fillet
the above species, except striped bass, at sea.)

Blue Crab
—peeler or shedder No Closed Season* 3"
—soft No Closed Season* 312
—hard No Closed Season* 412"

1 bushel

Lobster (carapace length)

No Closed Season

3 1/4” (see page 16) 6

Hard Clam—license required

No Closed Season

112"

150 clams

* Unless using non-collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots. See section on crab pots, pages 16 and 22.
**Prohibited Sharks Species: basking shark, whale shark, white shark, sand tiger shark, bigeye tiger shark
+ Not including dogfish: see description on page 15.

Regulations in red are new this year.

only $13.50 for a new
one-year subscription

New e,

.

That’'s
20% off
the

cover
price!
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Shellfish and Non-Commercial
Crab Pot License Information

SHELLFISH & NON-COMMERCIAL CRAB POT

LICENSE AGENTS
(For over the counter salesonly)

ATLANTIC COUNTY

Conway’'s Marina, 3641 Atl.-Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, 609-266-2628

Egg Harbor TrueValue, 208 N. PhiladelphiaAve., Egg Harbor, 609-965-0815
+Gifford Marine, Inc. 124 Margate Blvd., Northfield, 609-383-9500

Jersey State Marina, 601 Bayshore Ave., Brigantine, 609-266-7011

Misty Morning Marina, 1820 Mays Ldg.-Somers Pt Rd., EH Twp., 609-927-5303
+Nacote Creek Shellfish Office, Route 9, Mile 51, Port Republic, 609-748-2040
#Z eus Sporting Goods, 6679 Black Horse Pike, EH Twp., 609-646-1668

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Avalon Hodge Podge, 2389 Ocean Dr., Avalon, 609-967-3274
Budd'sB& T, 109 Fullingmill Rd., Villas, 609-886-6935
Capt. Tate's Tackle Box, Route 47-83, Dennisville, 609-861-4001
+City Hall, 9th & Asbury Ave., Ocean City, 609-399-6111
+Just Sports, 21 W. Mechanic St., Cape May CH, 609-465-6171
Red Dog B& T, 367 43rd St., Sealdle City, 609-263-7914
+Upper Twp. Municipal Bldg., 2100 Tuckahoe Rd., Petersburg, 609-628-2011, Ext 200

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

+Bivalve Shdllfish Office, 6959 Miller Ave., Port Norris, 856-785-0730
Maurice River Sports Ctr., 329 W. Main St., Millville, 856-825-5500
Snyder’sBait & Tackle, 2896 S. Delsea Dr., Vineland, 856-692-2103

GLOUCESTER COUNTY

Washington Twp. Parks, Hurfville-Cross Keys Rd., Turnersville, 856-589-6427
Borough of Paulsboro, 1211 Delaware St., Paulshoro, 856-423-1500

MERCER COUNTY
+NJ Div. Fish and Wildlife, 501 E. State St., 3rd Fl., Trenton, 609-292-2965

MIDDLESEX
Sayreville Sportsman Shop, 52 Washington Ave., Sayreville, 732-238-2060

MONMOUTH COUNTY
Brielle Tackle, 800 Ashley Ave,, Brielle, 732-528-5720

OCEAN COUNTY
American Sportsman, 857 Mill Creek Rd., Manahawkin, 609-597-4104
Barnegat Boat Basin, 491 E. Bay Ave., Barnegat, 609-698-8581
Bruce & Pat’sB& T Shop, 317 Long Beach Blvd., Surf City, 609-494-2333
+Clarke'sMarine Supply, 227 E. Main St. (Route 9), Tuckerton, 609-294-0166
Downe'sBait & Tackle, 287 Brennan Concourse, Bayville, 732-269-0137
Eastern Bait & Tackle, 507 Route 9, Bayville, 732-237-0553
Fishermen’'sHeadquarters, 280 W. 9th St., Ship Bottom, 609-494-5739
George's Sports-A-Rama, 2597 Hooper Ave., Bricktown, 732-477-6671
Grizz'sForked River B& T, 232 N. Main St., Forked River, 609-693-9298
Lacey Marine, 308 Route 9, South, Forked River, 609-693-0151
Mol€e'sBait & Tackle, 403 Route 9, Waretown, 609-693-3318
Pell’sFish & Sport Shop, 335 Mantoloking Rd., Bricktown, 732-477-2121
+Scott’s Bait & Tackle, 945 Radio Rd., Little Egg Harbor Twp., 609-296-1300
Whed House M arina, 267 24th Ave., So. Seaside Park, 732-793-3296

SOMERSET COUNTY
Efinger’s Sporting Goods, 513 W. Union Ave., Bound Brook, 732-356-0604

# Sell only clam licenses
+ Also sells oyster licenses

Prior to harvesting any shellfish, be certain
to consult the Shellfish Growing Water
Classification Charts published by the Division
of Watershed Management, available at any
shellfish license agent, state shellfish office or
Marine Police Station, or call 609-748-2000.

» Residential recreational clam: $10.

» Harvest limit of 150 hard, soft, surf clams
per day. Sale of catch prohibited.

» Non-resident recreational clam: $20.
Harvest limit of 150 hard, soft, surf clams
per day. Sale of catch prohibited. License
valid only during the months of June, July,
August and September.

« Juvenilerecreational clam: $2. For persons
under 14 years of age. Subject to same
restrictions as resident or nonresident adult
recreationa license holders.

» Commercial clam: $50. Unlimited harvest.
Clams may be sold to certified dealers only.

» Oyster, commercial or recreational: $10.
Unlimited oyster harvest. Oysters may be
sold to certified dealers only.

* Senior Citizen recreational: FREE. NJ
resident 62 years of age or older for
clam/oyster license. Harvest limit of 150
clams per day. Unlimited oyster harvest. Sale
of clamsor oysters prohibited. Thereisa$2
application fee for the Senior Citizen
Recreational Shellfish License.

Disabled veterans: may apply for free
recreational clamming or crab pot licenses at
thefollowing Division offices:

Trenton Office

Pequest Hatchery & Ed. Cir.

Nacote Creek Research Station

Northern Region Office

Central Region Office

Southern Region Office

For locations, see Directory, page 3

M ussels: no license required. Mussels may
only be harvested from approved waters.

Recreational crab pot license applications:
are aso available on our web site:
www.njfishandwildlife.com

NOTE: When obtaining a license froma
license agent, an additional $1 feeis charged.
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Application
STRIPED BASS BONUS
FISH PROGRAM

Date
Name
Last First Middle Initial
Address
Number and Street
City State
Zip Code County

*Saocial Security #

Telephone, Day

**E-mail

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Striped Bass Bonus Fish Program
P.O. Box 418, Port Republic, NJ 08241
*Required for processing application
**To receive special NJ Fish and Wildlife notices:

You must enclose a self addressed, stamped #10 business sized
envelope for each applicant to receive two fish possession cards

Applications and log sheets are available on our
website at www.njfishandwildlife.com

DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE USE ONLY

Possession Cards #'s Issued

Duplicate Check

Date Mailed to Applicant

Initials

REGULATIONS

CONSERVE WILDLIFE LICENSE PLATES
Support Endangered and Nongame Species

Since 1972 the Endangered and
Nongame Species Program (ENSP)
works to protect and restore New
Jersey’s endangered and threatened
wildlife. You can help the program
through the Income Tax Check-off
and/or through the Conserve Wildlife license plate. These attractive $50
license plates let everyone know you believe in conservation, and 80%
of your tax deductible payment goes directly to the ENSP. Personalized
Wildlife Plates are also available for $100. Previously available by mail
only, motorist may now purchase the plates in person at DMV offices
regardless of their current expiration date. Plates can also be purchased
from car dealers when buying or leasing a new car.

Vol. 15, No. 3 May 2002

Terrapin Excluders
and Biodegradable Panels
Are Required on
Chesapeake-Style Crab Pots

CHESAPEAKE-STYLE CRAB POT

NON-STAINLESS, NON-GALVANIZED - e
IRON HOG RINGS ATTACHING DOOR TO POT ~—— . — - . K’L‘ <
<61/23 -
A \
P e
BIODEGRADABLE PANEL e

ATTACHED WITH NON-STAINLESS,
NON-GALVANIZED, IRON HOG RINGS

13
FUNNEL WITH ONE STYILE
EXCLUDER ATTACHED

Users of non-collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots should be aware that all pots
set in any body of water less than 150 feet wide at mean low tide or in any man-
made lagoon MUST include diamondback terrapin excluder devices. In addition,
all non-collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots set in any body of water MUST
include biodegradable panels. These crab pot modifications will help reduce the
unintentional drowning of terrapins and allow for escapement of these and other
species in the event that pots are lost or abandoned. Terrapin excluder devices must
be no larger than two inches high by six inches wide and securely fastened inside
each funnel entrance. Biodegradable panels must measure at least six and one-
half inches wide by five inches high and be located in the upper section of the crab
pot. The panel must be constructed of, or fastened to the pot with wood lath, cotton,
hemp, sisal or jute twine not greater than 3/16” diameter, or non-stainless steel,
uncoated ferrous metal not greater than 3/32” diameter. The door or a side of the
pot may serve as the biodegradable panel ONLY if it is fastened to the pot with any
of the material specified above.Crabbers should be aware that ALL non-collapsible,
Chesapeake-style crab pots MUST be licensed and marked with the gear
identification number of the owner. For crab pot license information and regulations,
see the regulations on page 16 and license agents on page 21.

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, Marine Fisheries Administration
Application for 2002
Non-Commercial Crab Pot/Trot Line License
Alicense s required for the recreational use of non-collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots or trot lines. See

Summary of Marine Fish and Shellfish Regulations. This Application is also available on our website at
www.njfishandwildlife.com APPLICATION FEE $2.00

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE: ZIP:,

PHONE:

SOCIAL SECURITY #:

DATE OF BIRTH: HEIGHT: WEIGHT:
EYE COLOR: HAIR: SEX:,

SIGNATURE:

DATE:

Please make check or money order payable to: NJ Fish & Wildlife. Completed applications may be sent to
any of the following offices:

NJ F&W - Crab Pot Lic.: PO Box 418, Port Republic, NJ 08241 « 609-748-2021
NJ F&W - Crab Pot Lic.: PO Box 432, Port Norris, NJ 08349 « 856-785-0730
NJ F&W - Crab Pot Lic.: PO Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400  609-292-2965
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Releasing Hooked Fish

[l fish which are undersize, not intended for i » Cuttheline and leave the hook in fish that have

consumption or not being maintained for ; i been gut hooked.
mounting or educational purposes should be : « Useonly plain hooks, not stainless, so they will
relemll mm:qdlaltsl% tothe Wlll'd- it which © rust away quickly if they must beleft in thefish.
. Anglersshould be awarethat any fish which ¢ © « Should removal of the fish from the water be

isintentionally killed shall become part of the : handlethe fish carefully us ot

anglers daily possession limit. It isillegal to throw : necessary, handie the fish caretully using wi

back adead fish in order to keep alarger fishto cotton gloves or similar material to minimize

remain within the cred limit or to throw back a : loss of the protective slime on thefish.

“trash fish” which was intentionally killed. J-hiogk Circle Hook Try to revive lethargic fish prior to release.
Proper handling and releasing techniquesto © » Usecircle hooks (not offset) for any fish which

reduce hook and rel ease mortality include: s ¢ will biteand run, such as striped bass, weakfish

« Land your fish as quickly as possible. Fightinga : = Minimize physical injury. Do not placefingers | or seabass. Studieson striped bass have shown
fish to exhaustion increaseshook and release :  or implementsin thegillsand do not allow fish  ;  that hook and release mortality can be reduced
mortality. i toflop around on deck. by 90 percent or more by using circle hooks as

« Keep thefish to be released in the water as '+ Carefully remove hooks using adehooker or | compared to conventional *J” hooks.
much as possible. ¢ needle-nosepliers

T '..
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4 : e BEST ' . é}i;lCEs
fishing,gear i
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DICK'S (B

-that’s s our
SPORTING GOODS

.-""-H-F'r

ases only.

L-f}‘ ils.
g # i

STORE HOURS
Sunday
11:00AM to 6:00PM
Monday-Friday
10:00AM to 9:30PM

Saturday
9:00AM to 9:30PM

D,

1 / COUPON VALID THROUGH 12/31/02

\

'WE LOVE SPORTS AS MUCH AS YOU DO
g shop-us online:at
DicksSportingGoods.com
| | ””” |||| ‘ ‘ or order by phone at
17111011 7

Jrg——

ANY PURCHASE 1.877.846.9997

238 You can e-mail us with any com-

OF $50 OR MORE ments regarding service at
customer.service@dcsg.com
LIITIIl one cuupon per customer. Total amount of coupon must be redeemed at one time. Cannot be with any other offers, coupons or Guaran!eed In-Stock markdown, or used for or call our toll free number at

Coupon valid on in-store purchases only. Not redeemable for cash, gift cards or store credit. N accepted. Excludes 1.866.677.4771
aII Callaway Tltlelst and select new release TaylorMade products, Reebok Answer footwear, Columbia sportswear, outerwear and footwear, firearms, electronics, treadmills, Nike Dri- FIT, and N 3 o
Nike SHOX, Jordan and LE shoes. Upon redemption, scan barcode and take a group discount markdown. Minimum purchase $50 before sales tax. Expires 12/31/02.
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Aquaculture Development Zones
Proposed for Coastal Waters

By Jim Joseph, Chief, Bureau of Shellfisheries

- | tospawn hard clamsin hatcheries and rear them to :
i market size on their leases. Although they still had :
: to deal with the losses due to predation, theft

= (poaching) and the vagaries of nature, many hard
= : clammers embraced aquaculture as ameansto

ince pre-colonial times, New Jersey’s coastal
aters have provided a bounty of fish and

personal consumption of the harvester and asan
important commercial commodity within the
regional economy. Throughout the state’s history,

New Jersey shellfishermen have adapted to fluctu- ©
ationsin fishery stocks and consumer preferences | =
and changed their harvest practicesto earnaliving : |

and provide food for an ever-increasing world

population. One such adaptation pursued by some ;

individuals has been to shift solely from the har-
vest of “wild” stocksto a process which would
allow them to take amore activerolein rearing a
product for market. This cultivation of fish and
shellfish is commonly referred to as aquaculture.

Since the early 1800’'s individuals have |eased

parcels of bottom in New Jersey’s estuaries to
harvest and grow shellfish. Thefirst precursor to
true shellfish aguaculture in this region was the
planting of oyster seed (small, young oysters)
obtained from other states for planting in the New
York Harbor area, a practice which was adopted
due to the depletion of oysters on natural beds. In
Delaware Bay, oystermen of the early to mid-
1800's began to take amore active rolein the
rearing of aproduct for market by moving oysters
from natural seed beds of the upper bay and lower
salinity creeksto parcelsin higher salinity waters

developed better meat quality.

The other principal speciesreared in New
Jersey’s coastal baysisthe hard clam. Although
commercia clammers have leased parcels of bay
bottom from the state for one hundred years or

i provide amore consistent (in both quality and
i quantity) product for market. By some estimates,
i approximately 25% of New Jersey’s commercial
‘i hard clam landings are currently produced via
¢ aquaculture.
. | The shellfish statutes, N.J.S.A.Title 50, which :
| address the preservation and improvement of the
: shellfish industry and resource of the state, have
i evolved over thelast 100 years. These lavs govern :
i wild stocks aswell asthe traditional on-bottom
¢ culture of oysters and hard clams. Since Title 50
% : only providesfor traditional bottom culture of

¢ molluscan shellfish, there has been no legal
i mechanism available to individuals wishing to
| i pursue certain innovative culture techniques which :
have been employed elsewhere. However, change
i ison the horizon.

Since the passage of the Aquaculture

i Development Act (Act), which created the

i Agquaculture Advisory Council (AAC), the New
i Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
i (NJDEP), Department of Agriculture, Rutgers
shellfish resources that have been harvested for the :

University and members of the shellfishi ngl

One of the key components of theseinitia

 effortsto expand aguaculture is the establishment
: of Aquaculture Development Zones (ADZ) along
i the Atlantic Coast and Delaware Bay. Individuals
i wishing to explore “innovative” aguaculture

i practices (i.e., practicesinvolving the placement
more, true aguaculture of hard clams did not occur :
in New Jersey until the 1970'swhen shellfishermen :
in the southern part of the state acquired the ability :

to hold and rear organisms to market size) would
be directed to do so within the established ADZs.

-Inthe - for public comment regarding potential ADZ

sites at future council meetings and viathe
¢ permitting process.

¢ Such structures range from the placement of

i protective screening placed on the bottom to

i reduce predation on planted hard clam seed,

: various racks/cages placed on the bottom to

¢ floating cages on the surface. The site selection

{ process hasinvolved the consideration of numer-
i ous criteria, including suitability of the site for

specific types of aquaculture practices, boat

i traffic, use of thelocations by other recreational

i and commercia groups and various ecological

: factors. The Division’s Bureau of Shellfisheries

¢ (Bureau) will be conducting biological

i assessments of the proposed ADZ locations to

i assessthe natural productivity of these areas. The
i Bureau has been performing such assessments for
i traditional shellfish leases aong the Atlantic Coast
7 : for over 25 yearsto provide the Atlantic Coast

: Section of the New Jersey Shell Fisheries Council
i (ACSC) with resource information to aid them in
¢ their decision making process regarding the
granting of such leases. The NJDEP and the

i ACSC have along-standing policy of not leasing

i naturally productive areas so that they can remain
: open for al shellfishermen (both recreational

i and commercial) to utilize. The areas where new

! leases are generally approved have the environ-

i mental criteria (e.g., salinity, pH, substrate type,

i etc.) suitable for shellfish culture but have a

. i history of limited natural shellfish production. In
Vi, : thisway, productive shellfishing areas remain

aguaculture industry have been reviewing Title 50 accessible to everyone and the marginally

¢ and other regulations to fulfill the act’s goal of
i expanding the existing shellfish aquaculture

i leasing program for the benefit of the agquaculture :
¢ industry “while protecting common use rights of
i the public and assuring the integrity and protection :
¢ of the natural wild stocks and their habitat”
¢ nation’s most densely populated state, with amul-
: titude of environmental and user group issues to

i consider, achievement of this goal will not be easy, :
i but once realized, will be abenefit to all. :
of the lower bay where the oysters grew faster and :

i productive areas are enhanced viathe efforts of
¢ the aquaculturists. Some of the areas under

i consideration have been discussed at multiple

i meetings of the New Jersey Marine Fisheries

i Council and the New Jersey Shell Fisheries

Council. Therewill be additional opportunities

In numerous meetings of the AAC to discuss

i expansion of the aquaculture leasing system, it has
i been determined by representatives of various

: state and federal agenciesthat the placement of

¢ any structures within navigable waters would

¢ require permits from the U. S. Army Corps of

i Engineers (ACOE) and NJDEP. To facilitate

i aguaculture development and relieve individual

of structures on the bottom or in the water column : ) - X
i aguaculturists of this often time-consuming task,

(continued on next page)
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Aquaculture Development Zones

Proposed for Coastal Waters
(continued)

the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife has proposed to apply for the
required permits for the range of activities and structures earmarked for a
specificADZ. Once established, the Division will mark the outer boundaries
of the ADZswith buoys/markers approved by the U.S. Coast Guard to
identify these aquaculture areasto recreational and commercia shellfishermen,
anglers and the general public.

The State of New Jersey Aquaculture Development Plan (1995)
estimated that aquaculture in New Jersey could ultimately result in the
creation of 7,500 jobsin the production phase of aquaculture and yield
annual revenues of $750 million. The creation of Aquaculture Devel opment
Zoneswill bethefirst step in the expansion of aquaculturein New Jersey’s
coastal waters. At atime when natura stocks of many species of fish and
shellfish are down from historical levels, an increase in aguaculture
production will help take pressure off wild stocks, provide a consistent
product for market and benefit the economy of New Jersey.

SEA RUN BROWN TROUT

The New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife has stocked
brown trout in the lower Manasquan River. Anglers are
asked to report all catches of brown trout that exhibit
characteristics of a sea run. These fish tend to develop a
more silvery coloration, masking most of the body spots,
after an extended time in salt water.

The future of this program depends on these fish
being caught and reported.

Call Pequest State Fish Hatchery 908-637-4125
or
Lebanon Fisheries Laboratory 908-236-2118

WE NEED YOUR m
COOPERATION ‘

NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF
Fish and Wildlife

ADOPT-A-REEF
HABITA

Create an
undersea condo AF = @& ik
for New Jersey § W A oeagitor
R . y i{  memoriam for a
marine life ¥ N

New Jersey’s marine life—sea bass, lobsters, crabs and many others—need a place
to live. You can help by sponsoring the placement of a concrete reef habitat on a
New Jersey ocean reef. Not only will your habitat create a home for marine life
to thrive, but it will also provide anglers and divers a new place to fish and explore.
A tax deductible donation will help pay for the fabrication and transportation of
your habitat(s) to a New Jersey ocean reef site.

How much does it cost and what will you receive for
sponsoring ocean habitats?
Sponsor 1 habitat:
Cost: $200 = You will receive: A color chart depicting location of your habitat(s)
and listing as a Sponsor in the next edition of Reef News.

Sponsor 10 habitats:

Cost: $1,000 = You will receive: A color chart depicting location of your
habitat(s); listing as a Sponsor in the next edition of Reef News; a plaque
commemorating your habitat(s) and your reef name published on NJ reef charts.

Upcoming Reef Deployment Schedule
2002—Cape May, Wildwood « 2003—Little Egg, Atlantic City
2004—O0cean City, Great Egg

APPLICATION

Sponsor’s Name

State Zip

Your habitat name “ " Number of habitats sponsored:____
Make check payable to “Sportfish Fund” and mail to:
Adopt-A-Reef Habitat « Artificial Reef Association

P.O. Box 16, Oceanville, NJ 08231

Your donation is tax deductible.

For more information, call the Reef Program at 609-748-2020

3 The ultimate reef book is here!

@ | A Guide to Fishing
and Diving New Jersey Reefs

Complete directory of New Jersey’s

bad weather and at sea.
» Available at many bait and tackle shops & mail order.

« A must for every angler & diver; find the sunken treasure
(fish & lobster) on New Jersey’s 14 reef sites

e Don’t leave the dock without it.

14 ocean reef sites, encompassing over 1200 reefs

e Features LORAN and DGPS charts for all 14 New Jersey reef sites.
« Provides LORAN and DGPS coordinates for every named reef.
» 64 pages made of durable, waterproof plastic; designed for use in

ORDER FORM

A Guide to Fishing
and Diving New Jersey Reefs

Name

Address

Day Phone

Each book is $20.00 including postage and handling.
Enclose a check, payable to “Artificial Reef Association” in
the amount of $20 per book and send to:

ARA
P.O. Box 16
Oceanville, NJ 08231
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Sedge Island Marine Conservation Zone

mmer at the Jersey shore means different
hings to different people. Whether it beto

hang out on the beach, or to get out on the boat, go :
i falcon. More nesting osprey are found within this
i areathan anywhere elsein the state. Habitat of this :
i caliber ishard to find, afact that was not lost on
i thosein charge of administering thisincomparable :
i natural area: the DEP's Division of Parks &

i Forestry and the Division of Fish & Wildlife.

fishing, crabbing or clamming, the reason people
comeisthe same: to enjoy the sun, surf and sand.
In an erawhen people spend much of their time
indoors, they come to the shore for the outdoors.
One of the places where people enjoy these
outdoor experiencesis|dand Beach State Park,
which hosts a conservative estimate of 800,000
visitorsayear. Add in those who enter the park by
boat and you've easily reached over amillion
visitors annually. Think about it—over amillion
visitorsto an area 10 mileslong; an area that
stands out as one of the last remaining vestiges of
the barrier island ecosystem that once existed
along much of the New Jersey coast—and one of

the few remaining undevel oped barrier beacheson
the north Atlantic coast. Asvaluable asthis areais :
¢ ence of the park visitors. Further, people seeking
¢ tofish, clam, crab or partake in other traditional

i uses of the shallow waters of the Sedge Idands

i were put at risk by the existing boat traffic.

to the psyche of the public who visit here, its
importance to the wildlife that depend upon it
is beyond calculation.

The Sedge Ilands are at the southern end of
Island Beach State Park. Here, some of New
Jersey’s most significant wildlife habitats exist as
well as notable cultural historic resources. The
Sedge Islands include approximately 1,600 acres

For a complete listing of
Charter & Party Boat information for
Cape May County, contact:

Cape May County Party and
Charter Boat Association

800-411-4639

or visit our website at:
www.fishingnj.com

MissION B@un\u@
r_t_f_l in

Tuna Stripers
Marlin Dolphin
Wahoo Weakfish
Sharks 2o Fluke

Giant Bluefin Tuna in the Outer Banks

May-Dec. = South Jersey Marina, Cape May
Dec.—May = Morehead City, North Carolina
USCG Licensed Master Captain Andy Bulakowski

(609) 440-5690

www.missionbound.com

By Sue Canale, Senior Biologist

: of highly productive tidal marshes, creeks, ponds
i and open water. Over 200 species of birdsarefound :
inthearea, including the state endangered peregrine
¢ the bayshore shoreline on Island Beach State

Incumbent with this management responsibili-

i ty comes the daunting task of how to balance the
i wants of over amillion visitors seeking

¢ recreational opportunities with the needs of the

¢ wildlife which they will encounter. Conflicts are
i unavoidable. Theincrease in personal watercraft
i usage and other incompatible activitiesincreases
i therisksto people participating in other recreational :
i onewe can live with and, in the long run, will
i benefitusall.

activities, in addition to disturbing nesting wild-
life, and negatively impacting the outdoor experi-

In attempt to safeguard the tidal marsh

ecosystem and reduce user conflicts, New Jersey
i ingtituted itsfirst Marine Conservation Zone on
i March 7, 2001. Designated by buoys, land mark-

Belmar, N.J.

Charter
and
Party Boats

Last Lady Fishing Charters

Captain Ralph Leyrer

The Last Lady II: Groups to 33

- -

Slip 28 Slip 23
Belmar Marina, Rt. 35, Belmar, New Jersey
Reservations: 732-988-8907
www.lastlady.com

“LIGHT TACKLE"

Tt
Spemahzmg -
in Striped Bass !

Blackfish « Blues ® Fluke ® Sharks e Tuna
Tournament Fishing

Captain Charles Martino

(732) 988-3632 « Cell (732) 682-6928

The Last Lady: 6 Passenger

ersand signs, the Conservation Zone established a

‘No Personal Wetercraft’ areain the shallow
waters of the Sedge | slands and within 300 feet of

Park’s Southern Natural Area. No commercia use

i of the areais permitted, including the use of

commercial-style (Maryland) crab pots. Fishing,

i boating, clamming, crabbing, waterfowl hunting
i and birding are all among the traditional and
¢ historic activities that remain permitted.

The Conservation Zone aims to enhance the

i unique outdoor recreational experiencesthis

i important area offers by protecting habitat and

i theresource. Lifein the most densely populated

: state does not come without complications. For

i some the establishment of the Conservation Zone

may be one of those complications, but it is surely

Rrr.  Sportfish
7 /,iRestoratlon

H5e®  Program

ou probably don't have to be told what fishing
means to you. You know how much you value

time spent in the great outdoors, time with family
andfriendson thewater, thethrill of battling atrophy.

But, you may not realize how much you mean

to fishing. You see, your dollars go directly to help
: makefishing and boating better in the United States.
¢ Without the support of anglers and boaters, there

¢ would bealot lessopportunity to enjoy theseactivities.

Andit'sas simple asfilling your boat with

i gas, buying your child anew rod, or stocking up

i onlures before your next trip. You support the

i Sport Fish Restoration Program through the tax

: you pay on recreational fishing equipment and

¢ boat fuel. Simply by purchasing the things you

i need for fishing, you are contributing to a partner-
¢ ship which has created one of the most successful
i conservation programsin the world; a program

i which has restored fisheries, improved habitat and
i created fishing and boating access.

Manufacturers pay the tax on the equipment

i beforeyou purchaseit, so you may not have realized
i your important rolein these programs. The bottom
i lineis, every timeyou buy fishing tackle or boating
i equipment, you are—in essence—improving fish-
i ing and boating.

New Jersey anglers can be proud of the contri-

bution they make to the enhancement and conser-
: vation of both our own and the nation’s sportfish
i populations.

For more information go to the U.S Fish and
Wdlife Service's Federal Aid in Sportfish
Restoration page at:
<http://fa.r9.fws.gov/sfr/fasfr.ntml#A> .

To Advertise—Call Becky
609-924-0100
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Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey

By John McClain, Principal Fisheries Biologist

he Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics

Survey (MRFSS) was developed in the late
1970'sto “...establish areliable data base for
estimating the impact of marine recreational fish-
ing on marine resources.” The survey is conducted

in Puerto Rico and all coastal states except Alaska,

Hawaii and Texas. Texas and Alaska conduct their :

i million fishing trips. New Jersey ranked thirdin

¢ the number of fishermen—961,000. The east coast :

i of Floridaranked first with 2.2 million, followed

¢ by North Carolinawith 1.8 million. Fifty-seven

¢ percent of those fishing in New Jersey were

i residents. Florida also had more resident (61%)

i than non-resident anglers. In North Carolina, the
‘i ingi ; o i opposite was true with 66% of the anglers being

fishing tripsin 2 month period, type of each trip . non-residents, When it comes o the number of

¢ fishing trips these fishermen made, New Jersey is

i second with 6.3 million to Florida's 11.2 million

i trips. Kegp in mind that New Jersey only has

i about 127 miles of ocean shoreline, compared to

i Florida's 1,800 miles. More anglers fished from

i private/rental boats (58%), than from party or

own surveys. It isatwo-part survey—atelephone
survey of coastal counties and an intercept survey
of anglers at fishing access sites. The following
information is collected by the respective surveys:
 Telephone household survey—presence of
marine recreational anglersin the household,
number of anglers per household, number of

(e.g. shore) and county of each trip.

* Intercept survey—number, weight and length
of fish by species, state and county of residence,
number of trips per year, type of fishing (e.g.
party boat) and the primary area of fishing.

The data from the two surveys is combined to

produce estimates of effort, catch and participation. :
: from the shore, including beaches, jetties and

i bridges. Fifty-six percent of the tripstook placein
i the ocean, the rest occurred in our bays, sounds

The estimates are calculated for six two-month
periods (waves), since studies showed that recall
of fishing tripsin the telephone household survey

i became lessreliable at longer time periods.

survey is conducted, let’slook at some numbers.
i There were 69,200 angler interviews and 170,000 :
¢ telephone surveys conducted along the East

Now that you know alittle about how the

Coast in 2000.
An estimated 10.0 million anglers made 67.3

charter boats (8%). Thirty-four percent fished

i andtidal rivers. Most of the ocean fishing was
i donein state waters, that iswithin three miles of
: the shore.

What were the results of all those people

i making al those fishing tripsin our state? For six
i species, we ranked first in total weight and

i number harvested. These were: black sea bass,

¢ bluefish, summer flounder, tautog, weakfish and

winter flounder. Our striped bass harvest was

i second to Maryland for the number of fish, but
 first overall in weight. The Atlantic croaker, which
i wasrarein our waters for along time, has been

i making a comeback in the last decade. The 1993

i harvest was estimated at 2550 fish. By 2000, it

i was 992,000 fish, putting us third in number and

: weight behind the Chesapeake states of Maryland
¢ and Virginia. Table 1 shows how we compared

i with other states for ten species.

You can access the information contained

i inthis article and much more online at

i www.st.nmfs.gov/st1/recrestional.

i References;

¢ Personal communication from the National Marine

i Fisheries Services, Fisheries Statistics and Economics
: Divisions, Silver Spring, Maryland.

Table 1. Number Of Fish (Thousands) Harvested By States In 2000 (MRFSS).

NH MA RI CT NY NJ DE MD VA NC SC GA FL
Atlantic Croaker 992 496 | 2,590 | 5,318 369 31 123 443
Black Sea Bass 64 183 14 322 | 1,897 146| 420 435 139 72 50 100
Bluefish 1 214 261 373 687 | 1,197 25| 334 145 827 83 20 427
Scup 1335 | 1149 | 1251 | 2,991 173 1 3
Spot 474 273 61| 1,346 511 | 1812 236 3 40
Striped Bass 4 176 89 51 259 391 38 491 324 38 0.5
Summer Flounder 01 367 755 352 | 1603 |2,926 321| 250 565 356 13 0.3 5
Tautog 85 36 10 75 451 108 19 34 5
Weakfish 0.7 7 40 737 297 461 279 67 5 4 120
Winter Flounder 8 72 48 10 227 | 1,056
Boat Ramp Maintenance Permit  Rodia’s
Any vehicle used to transport or launch avessel or water conveyance on thefollowing WMAs Oy Y Bait & Tackle
must have affixed to the lower corner of the driver’s side rear window aBoat Ramp Maintenance g'lOP

Permit or applicant’s copy from a valid hunting, fishing or trapping license. Boat Ramp
Maintenance Permits may be purchased for a fee of $15.00 from division offices at the Pequest
Trout Hatchery Natural Resource Education Center, Northern, Central and Southern Region, Nacote

All Fresh & Saltwater Supplies
Frozen Bait = Crabbing Supplies

(609) 886-0505

Rt. 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

Creek, Bivalve, Tuckahoe, Lebanon and Trenton offices. Boat Ramp Maintenance Permits may
also be purchased through the mail from N.J. Division of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box 400, Trenton,
N.J. 08625, Att: Boat Ramp Permit.

1. RoundValley Angler Access 4. Dennis Creek 7. Union Lake Fisherman’s
2. Kingwood 5. Tuckahoe 8. Menantico Ponds
3. Assunpink 6. Mad Horse Creek 9. Prospertown Lake H ead q u arte Irs

Open March through December
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The Decision Makers: Fisheries Management Councils And
Commissions—Who Are These People, Anyway?

By Paul G. Scarlett, Principal Fisheries Biologist

y now, any saltwater recreational enthusiast
who pays attention to fishing regulations

realizes the days of unrestricted harvest of marine

resources are over. Fishing for every major salt-
water speciesin New Jersey, and every Atlantic

coastal state, is controlled by some combination of
{ States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC).

{ The ASMFC, aconsortium of the fifteen Atlantic
i coastal states from Maine through Florida (includ-
i ing Pennsylvania), established under an interstate
i compact consented to and approved by the United :
i States Congress, is required to prepare and adopt
i coastal fishery management plans to provide for

i the conservation and management of fishery

i resources within state waters. This requirement

: was mandated by the United States Congressvia
{ theAtlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative

i Management Act. The purpose of the act isto

¢ support and encourage the development, imple-

i mentation and enforcement of effective interstate
i conservation and management of Atlantic coastal
i fishery resources. More importantly, the act

i requiresthat Atlantic coastal states monitor the

aseason, sizelimit or possession limit. Although
these regul ations seem to be getting more
restrictive, more numerous and more confusing,
perhapsjust as confusing are the numerous
references to decision making councils and
commissions that fishermen see in regulatory
proposals, news releases and newspaper and mag-
azine articles. Have you ever wondered where the
people come from who comprise the commissions
and councilsthat in large part decide your fishing
future? Do they know anything about fish and
fishing? How were these groups established, what
do they do and where do they get their authority?
Read on and become acquainted with the New
Jersey Marine Fisheries Council, the Atlantic
State Marine Fisheries Commission and the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council.

The New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council was :
i measures of coastal fishery management plans

i prepared and adopted by the ASMFC. Failure to
: do so can result in acomplete closure of afishery.
: Thismeans that if the ASMFC requires statesto

created by the Marine Fisheries Management and
Commercial FisheriesAct; an act passed by the
New Jersey State Legidature to provide an organi-
zational framework to permit New Jersey to more

effectively manage marine fisheriesin state waters
: take action to comply. Any state that does not
i comply can be entirely closed, both commercialy
i and recreationally, for the harvest of that species.
i In order to prepare coastal fishery management
i plans, the ASMFC establishes various committees :
i staffed by fisheries administrators, fisheries
i biologists, state legislators and fishermen to
i assess the resource, devel op management

(al estuaries and the ocean within 3 miles of the
coast). The council is comprised of eleven
members, nine of whom are appointed by the
governor. Of the nine governor appointees, four
must represent and be knowledgeable of the
interests of recreational fishermen, two must be
active commercial fin fishermen, one must be an
active fish processor, and two represent the

general public. The remaining two members of the :
¢ it isimportant to understand that fishermen from
¢ every Atlantic coastal state are involved in the

¢ decision making process.

council are the chairperson of the Atlantic Coast
and Delaware Bay sections of the Shellfisheries
Council. They are required to be active shell-
fishermen. In fact, nine of the eleven members of
the council are required to be fishermen, just like
you. Sure, some are commercia fishermen and

some have abackground in clamming or oystering, :
i Conservation and Management Act. The goals of

i the act are to prevent overfishing, rebuild over-

i fished stocks, insure conservation of fishery

i resources, facilitate long-term protection of :
: essential fish habitats and realize the full potential
: of the nation’s resources. One of the purposes of

i the MAFMC isto prepare and implement fishery

¢ management plans which will achieve and

i maintain the optimum yield from each fishery. It

At these meetings, the council performs the duties
i York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania,

i Maryland, Virginiaand North Carolinaandhas
i authority over fisherieswhich occur predominately :
i inthe Atlantic Ocean greater than three miles :
: seaward of these states (federal waters). The

: MAFMC iscomprised of 21 voting members, 13

¢ of which are appointed by the United States

but they are all fishermen nonetheless. Because
they are fishermen, they want to catch fish as
much asyou do. They are, however, in the unenvi-
able position of making some hard decisions
regarding allowing some fish to be caught, but not
so many that the future of the resourceis placed in
jeopardy. These decisions are made at numerous
meetings throughout the year, attended by council
members on their own time—they do not get paid.

assigned to them, including contributing to the
preparation and revision of fisheries management
plans and recommending new or revised rules
pertaining to saltwater fishing. Most importantly,
the council can disapprove any marine fisheries
regulation proposed by the Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Protection. That

i meansthat aseason, or asizelimit or apossession
¢ limitisn't so until the New Jersey Marine

Fisheries Council saysit's so.
Intertwined with the workings of the New

¢ Jersey Marine Fisheries Council arefisheries

management plans devel oped by the Atlantic

resource and implement and enforce specified

reduce harvest of a particular species, states must

strategies and oversee implementation. Again,

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management

Council (MAFMC) is one of the eight regional
i councils established by the United States

Congress via the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery

includes representation from the States of New

i Secretary of Commerce. At least one of these

i appointees must be from each participating state.

¢ In addition, membership includes the principal

: state official with marine fishery management

¢ responsibility and expertisein each state, who is

i designated as such by the governor of the state.

i Currently, New Jersey has four representatives on
i the MAFMC. Oneisthe aforementioned state

official, but the remaining three representatives are

: fishermen.

It may seem that the three regulatory groups

: discussed above al do the samething, andina

i large part they do. Why then are they are neces-

i sary? Fisheries that occur in New Jersey state

i waters are managed in part by the New Jersey

i Marine Fisheries Council. Marine fish stocks

¢ however don’t understand and respect state bound-
i aries. A fishin New Jersey today can easily bein
i another state by tomorrow. It makes little senseto
¢ indtitute conservation measures to protect fishin

i one state, only to have those fish swim to another
: state where they could be over-harvested. This

: iswherethe ASMFC comesin. By mandating

¢ uniform management strategies throughout the

i Atlantic coastal states, the ASMFC insures that

i inshore fish stocks are conserved regardless of

i state boundaries. The states and ASMFC only

i have authority to manage fisheries out to three

i miles offshore in state waters. Fish stocks also

: don’'t recognize the boundary between state and

¢ federal waters, while other fisheries occur only in
: federal waters. The MAFMC actsto insure that

¢ fish stocksin federal waters are not over-harvested.

Although these regulatory bodies are differ-

i ent, they cooperate very closely to develop similar
i management programsin both state-versus-state

i and state-versus-federal waters. They do have one
¢ very important thing in common: they all are

i made up of or have representation from your

¢ fishing community. So who are these decision

i makers? In part, they are fishermen just like you!

If you would like to find
out more about public
participation in fisheries
management issues, check
out the following websites:
New Jersey Division of
Fish and Wildlife—
www.njfishandwildlife.com
Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission—
www.asmfc.org
Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council—
www.mafmc.org
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New Jersey’s Clean Vessel Act—An Effective Tool in the
Challenge Against Non-Point Source Pollution

By Russ Dodge, Office of Information & Education

he New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife's mandate to

exercise responsible stewardship over the creatures that
inhabit the state’s land and waters can be expanded to help
ensure these creatures are not harmed by man’s encroaching
upon and despoiling wildlife habitat.

For those creatures living under or around the water,
man-made pollution can often be a matter of life or death,
especially when that pollution includes Escherichia coli (fecal
coliform bacteria). Non-point source pollution which affects
our marine and aquatic life is that pollution which can not be
directly traced nor easily ended.

In 1992 the United States Congress passed the Clean
Vessel Act (CVA) which was aimed at preventing pollution
from a specific non-point source of pollution, the discharge
of boat sewage. Over the years, boat sewage dumped into
coastal waters has been found to contaminate shellfish and
swimming beaches.

New Jersey’s Clean Vessel Act, made possible through funding by the
federal CVA program, has aprimary goa of reducing overboard sewage. It
is, and has been, aviolation of both state and federal regulations for boaters
to discharge untreated waste into any water within three-miles of the shore
(including bays and inlets). Yet until the establishment of the Clean Vessel
Act there were few facilities where aboat could safely and easily facilitate
the acceptable removal of boat waste. The result was many boaters dis-
charged untreated waste into fragile habitats.

New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife's effortsto help prevent
discharge of untreated boat sewage has been facilitated by funding (75%
federal; 25% state) for the construction, renovation and operation of
pumpout stations at marinas, as well asto municipalities for the purchase of
pumpout boats to serve heavily utilized coastal waters. The U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service has provided the Division with monies which will enable
marinas to be partnersin preventing this source of pollution.

Currently there are 146 marinas state-wide with pumpout stationsin
operation and three pumpout boatsin service. Additionally, 25 marinas
have made formal application to the Division and have been granted
approval. The longest serving pumpout boat, the Circle of Life, is under the
aegis of the Borough of Seaside Park. The two new pumpout boats,
launched in 2001, are the Royal Flush, operated by Monmouth County, and
the Waste Watcher, an Ocean County vessel.

Boaters using a CVA pumpout pay no more than five dollars for the

Report Marine, Shellfish
and Finfish Violations To

609-748-2050

or 24 hr. DEP Hotline 877-WARNDEP

Violators of the fillet law are subject to
$20 per fish or $100 to $3,000

New Jersey’s Accessible
Fishing Sites for People
With Disabilities
Visit www.njfishandwildlife.com/sites.htm

An Accessible Fishing Sites list is available to assist anglers whose
mobility isimpaired. All sites are wheelchair-accessible except for
the Musconetcong River in Morris County, where vehicle accessis
totheshordline. For aprinted copy, contact Pequest at 908-637-4125.

KEEP OUR
WATER CLEAN
USE PUMPOUTS

service, although many marinas do not charge their own
dlip holders for pumping out. Some marinas offer the
pumpout service freeto all boaters. There are no charges for
using The Circle of Life or Waste Watcher pumpout boats.

Marinas wanting to apply for a CVA grant to create a
pumpout station may obtain an application from the Marine
Trades Association (MTA) of New Jersey. The MTA will
review the application and forward it to the Division for
approval. Once approved, the requesting marinawill be
contacted to begin construction and ordering of pumpout
equipment. All approved expenses are 100% reimbursed to
the applicant upon completion of the work. Marinas inter-
ested in obtaining an application for installing a pumpout
station under the CVA may write to the Marine Trades
Association of New Jersey, 1451 Route 88, Suite 11, Brick,
NJ 08724 or call (732) 206-1400.

Boatersinterested in obtaining a copy of the Division's pumpout
directory may writeto: CVA Office, Nacote Research Station, Box 418,
Port Republic, NJ08241 or call (609)748-2056. For atelephone recorded
list of pumpouts, call 1-800-ASK-FISH. Thelist of pumpoutsisalso
available on the Division's website at www.njfishandwildlife.com.

Marinas, outdoor organizations or other civic bodiesinterested in
having the Division's CVA Office exhibit at their location to provide
information and literature about pumpouts and the Division’s efforts to
reduce non-point source pollution may call (609) 748-2056.

Francine & « N - CUSTOMER
Glenn Lakatos “' :== r#ﬂ- SERVICE I
Owners o SFCEFT - 'ﬁ"“ IS OUR

: #1 PRIORITY! 1

OUTFITTERS
626 Ocean Road (Route 88 East)
Point Pleasant, NJ 08742
732-295-REEL (Phone)
732-295-CAST (Fax)
info@down-n-trout.com (e-mail)

Full Service Fly Fishing Pro Shop
Saltwater and Freshwater Tackle,
Tying Materials, and Technical Gear

Tying & Casting Instruction
Private Lessons Available
Tri-State Licensed Guide Service

Largest Selection of Saltwater
Tying Materials on the East Coast

Product Lines Include:

G. Loomis « Scott « Powell « Redington
Temple Fork Outfitters « J. Austin Forbes < J. W. Young
Henschel « Penn e Billy Pate * Precision Reels
Lamson Waterworks « Bauer Old Florida ¢ C.A. Harris
Fly Logic « Airflo RIO « Teeny « Monic « Gillies Gear
HMH e Dyna-King * and many more!

10%0 OfFf

FLY TYING MATERIALS
WITH THIS AD
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Skillful Angler Awards B Application for Recognitionasa
PrOg ram New Jersey Skillful Angler

he Skillful Anglers Program is designed to supplement the New Jersey

State Record Fish list by recognizing that many anglers catch both Name Age
freshwater and marine fish just below the record, but are of sufficient size
and weight to have tested the angler’s skill and thus be worthy of recognition. Address
Fisherman quaifying for a Skillful Anglers Award receive asigned ) )
certificate attesting to their achievement along with abronze pin suitable to City Zip
be worn on afishing hat, or jacket. Only one pin and one certificate will be .
Telephone E-mail

awarded per angler for each qualifying entry.

At the end of each year, special recognition is given to the anglerswho
caught the largest fish in each species categories. These winners are
presented with a Special Award recognizing their accomplishments asthe
best of New Jersey’s Skillful Anglers.

Fish Species (subject to verification by state biologist)

A application explaining the details of the program can be obtained Weight Ibs. oz. Length
from any many fishing tackle stores and Division offices, by calling us at
(609) 984-0521, or writing: NJDivision of Fish & Wildlife, PO Box 400, Girth Date Caught**
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400.
It'ssimpleto apply for an award: 1) Weigh the fish at acommercial Where
establishment having acertified scale, [try afishing tackle shop who also ]
has applications], 2) Get the proprietor’s signature on the application Time
attesting to the weight, 3) Complete an application and return to the )
address on the application. All entries must be submitted within 30 days of Caught from: boat shore surf
catching the fish. N - _ jetty other (specify)
Minimum Weight Requirements _
Saltwater Captain
Species Weight Species Weight Boat Name
Black Drum ......... 70 pounds Shark, Mako . ....... 250 pounds
Black SeaBass ........ 4 pounds StripedBass. . ........ 40 pounds Line Test used Reel
Bluefish............. 18 pounds Tautog .. ..oovvvvinnnn 8 pounds
Dolphin............. 30 pounds Tuna, Bigeye........ 200 pounds
Fluke ................ 8 pounds Tuna, Bluefin. ....... 500 pounds Lure
Kingfish............... 1 pound Tuna, Yellowfin. ..... 120 pounds
Marlin,Blue ........ 400 pounds Tuna, other ......... 250 pounds
Marlin, White . ....... 60 pounds Weakfish............ 10 pounds o
Pollock. . ............ 25pounds  Winter Flounder . ... ... 2 pounds Certification
Fish measured and weighed by

Establishment’s Address

Telephone

Signature (from establishment)

I hereby certify this fish was caught in New Jersey watersin
accordance with state laws and regulations, and that this fish was
weighed on acertified scale.

Applicant’s Signature Date
** All applications must be submitted within 30 days of catching thefish.

Mail application to:

NJDivision of Fish and Wildlife
Skillfull Angler Awards Program,
P.O. Box 400

Cod................ 30 pounds Tuna, Albcore......... 50 pounds 1 Typeof Rod

Nuncie Sacco, Linwood, NJ (Atlantic County) with the 60 Ib, 49" Striped
Bass he caught in Delaware Bay. | lmmmmmemmemmmm e e e mmmmme e e mmmmmmemm—mm——————————————

Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
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Outdoor Skills Workshop
for Women

Tom McCloy, Marine Fisheries Administrator, lands a nice
striper.

[ \ Photo by Judy Weiseman Wood
- t I ew Jersey’s “Becoming an Outdoors-Woman” (BOW) Program is
"”j-'“'- O aS a, part of anationwide effort to help women overcome barriersto
f.-*’r 'f/r'l i participation in outdoor recreation by providing opportunitiesto try new
i activities. Sinceit began at the University of Wisconsin in 1991, the pro-
M WO r kS h O i gram has exploded in popularity. BOW can be found in 44 states and 8
i i Canadian Provinces across North America. New Jersey Division of Fish

Nl :
Iy F T h - and Wildlife has been offering BOW workshops since 1995.
""!'t‘ O r e aC e r S Although BOW workshops are designed for women, they offer
i anyone 18 yearsold or older opportunitiesto try new outdoor activities,
improve existing skills, and meet other outdoor enthusiasts. The

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife . three-day BOW and one-day “Beyond BOW” workshops offer hands-on
hosts a weekend coastal wo rkshop annua”y i ingtruction in hunting, angling, and related outdoor purstitsin arelaxed,
. . :{  non-competitive atmosphere.
n May at The Golden Inn/Wetlands Institute. All of our instructors have many years of experience afield. They were
i chosen for their ahility to pass on their knowledge and their belief in
. C all .tO be placed on the i encouraging anyone who has an interest to get involved in the outdoors.
mailing list for future workshops: To find out more about the BOW program, log on to our website at
 www.njfishandwildlife.com or mail in the coupon below. Those with an
609_748_2031 ¢ e-mail account can subscribe to the BOW list-serve (electronic mail
. - i sarvice). The BOW list-serve will send automatic updates about the BOW
or Vvisit our website at ¢ program and workshop availability. It's simpleto subscribe. Go to the
ifi ildli i Division'swebsite at www.njfishandwildlife.com and click on thelink for
WWW'anIShandWIId“fe'com i mailing listslocated on the left-hand side of the homepage. Fill out the
\ / i eectronic form and click submit. That'sit! A confirmation message will

ask you to return an authorization code. Once thisis done, you'll be ready

to receive automatic updates about New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife's BOW Program.

To be placed on the BOW mailing list, complete this coupon and send

New Jersey’s FREE Freshwater

FIShIng DayS are to: NJF&W, 220 Blue Anchor Rd., Sicklerville, NJ 08081.
Saturday and Sunday, | (i Outdoor Skills

On these two days residents and non-residents may fish
New Jersey's public fresh waters without a license or trout
stamp. All other regulations including size

! o Name
and daily catch limits,
remain in effect Address
City




CLASSIFIEDS

Boats & Boating Services [ Fish Hatchery Marine
Supply
CHESTNUT NECK BOAT YARD | Musky
oo | suzumsmnm: [ Boat Launching | Trout HatChery’ Inc. BOATING Live
%ﬂ D Ramps Only $15.00] “We Specialize in Sportmen’s Club Stocking” FISHING Bait
Bait = Tackle = Marine Technicians = Forklift Service TROUT « BASS « CATFISH 215 Newark Pompton Tpke.
Specializing in Dry Winter Storage up to 25 Tons 279 Bloomsbury Rd. = Asbury, NJ 08802 y J | Pequannock, NJ 07440
(609) 652—11%?mT.c%EZEn%Ltlr?éc’\llgboatyard.com (908) 479-4893 25 (973) 872-7000
Y Fax: (973) 872-7104
MAIRHNE SW]P)]L WWwW, randbmarme com
YOUR COMPLETE CAMPING @ HIKING ® PADDLING « OUTFITTERS FlyfIShlng!
OLD TOWN « PATAGONIA + MAD RIVER + NORTH FACE » DAGGER | Bait & Tackle Recreation

PYRANNAH ¢ IMPEX * SIERRA DESIGNS ¢ WE-NO-NAH « HOBIE .
Vehicles

CURRENT DESIGNS « NECKY « OCEAN KAYAK « VALLEY « VASQUE
BOY SCOUTS « GRAMICCI « PERCEPTION « LOTUS DESIGN

AIRE - WILDERNESS SYSTEMS + WAVE SPORT « FEATHER CRAFT | i :
MOUNTAIN HARDWEAR « NAVARRO * BELL « EX OFFICIO H | I I S bo rou g h New & Used
The Nation’s Best Selection of Outd oor Sports CHENEY’S 4’;70 Amphibious
Canoes & Kayaks and More g i |ARGO SALES =& \ehicles
1756 ROUTE 88 WEST « BRICK, NJ 08724 Center ’
WWW.ijerse addler.com : . N . 37 0Old Trenton Rd. Rt. 535 ¢ Cranbury, NJ 08512-0305
" yp ; Indoor Shooting Range = Bait & Tackle 609-395-0350 + 609-655-5071 + Fax 609-395-0358
888-22-KAYAK = 732-458-5777 : Muzzleloaders Supplies = Fly Shop :
Fax: 732-458-5666 « N 40° 04.20 W 074° 07.85 § Full Gunsmithing Services § JIM CHENEY 609-758-0305 * GIL CHENEY 609-655-1163
Large Variety of Firearms & Ammunition :
MARINER’'S MART Eastern Firearms Academy,
Rope + Marine Hardware » Electronics g our in-house firearms safety & training school S rtin
Marine Paint « Marine Batteries » Wax & Cleaners Staff Knowledgeable in All Facets : po g
Marine Charts ¢ Fishing Equipment of Hunting & Fishing GOOdS

OPEN ALL YEAR—7 DAYS A WEEK

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 908_359_0837

(Near Garden State Parkway—Sandy Hook)

Www.marinersmart.com L.
778 Hwy. 36, Belford, NJ 732-787-1100 g 170 Township Line Rd.

The Owl’s Nest

HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES

N.J. Deer & Turkey
Check Station

Hillsborough, NJ 08844

West Wi nd www. hillsboroughoutdoor.com

Fishing Charters Hatteras N.C. Hours: Sun: 9am-5pm « Closed Mon. @ Hoytus:

57' Custom Carolina Sportfisher Tue.—Fri. 10am-10pm « Sat. 9am-10pm
Fishing Offshore for
Yellowfin/Bluefin Tuna « Dolphin « Wahoo « Marlin

Capt. Olan West / (252) 449-6722
fishwestwind.com = email: fishingww@cs.com

Bait & Tackle

“THE BEST SPOT ON BARNEGAT BAY” Trophy Deer & Turkey Hunting

908-995-7903

www.owlsnestgunandbow.com

97 Route 519, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

Game Farms, Hunting

Fishing

Preserves, Outfitters Equipment

..... "
QOWNE’S BAIT & TACKLE Central New York State - STEVE N S
3 1/2 hrs. from New York City in Beautiful Columbus, NY - A I T &- TAC KLE
BOAT RENTALS = BAIT = TACKLE |, ; 200 Acres Private Farm Open 7 Days « Live Bait ® Rods

CEMENTED BOAT RAMP « REFRESHMENTS

Pontoon Boats -
. BRENNAN CONCOURSE 63 Brighton Ave. « Long Branch, NJ 07740
Row Boats = Boat Storage BAYVILLE, NJ 08721 Lodging Included g g

CARL DEL CONTE (732} 269-0137 732.919.1778 732-229-4954

JOHN DEL CONTE www.downesmarina.com " SEASONAL MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE Bryan Zimmerman

2\ Bow, Shotgun & Blackpowder Hunting -} |

Reels  Fishing & Hunting Licenses
Guided & Semi- -guided Hunting

If you need it...and it’s not listed here...CALL US, we probably do it!
BACKES » 609-924-0100
Diane

AD: e T SELEC P
VER: o' It affon MEAE .. .-

TIONS TISING' I[ggtg:heads Mﬂl]ﬂgtﬂltl]l :WEb Hapenance 51 Wall Street
CD Rom Presentations

Annual Reports - Manuals Catalogs - Print Ads (alendars Analysis of Text « Power Point Princeton, NJ 08540

or email...

. : Radio Ads - Billboards Organization of :
ewstlters: Mavatines - S ey cte Graphs - Charts ~_information ORI Fax: 609-924-3133
Books - Brochures Shelf Talkers Copy Writing & Editing ADEIE S (6 Web: back
C(]ml( BOO](S Djsplays Posters ‘ Form DeSigIl & Printing & Sound eb: bac eSg p .com




LEE Roy,

3424 Kennedy Blvd. = Jersey City, NJ 07307 = 201-798-2130
www.harleerod.com
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COMPLETE
LINE OF - Shippin

TACKLE TS50WII o Dail
$269.99 _‘ s

Accurate « Penn « Shimano « Okuma « Shakespeare
Duel « Gamakatsu » Daiwa » Ande « Rapala « Yo Zuri « Manns
Owner » Abu Garcia « Bomber  Spro « Do-It « Plano Seeker « Star
Eagle Claw » Atom = Fenwick « Luhr Jensen « Lunker City =« Gotcha

TOLL FREE ORDERS 1-877-442-7533
Serving The Tackle Industry Since 1948

We’'re taking orders now...

Coming in August 2002

New Jersey Fish & Wildlife

HUNTING DIGEST

New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Digests have a proven track record
with advertisers. Take advantage of this great exposure
throughout the coming year.

Reserve your ad space now!
Call Becky Yurga at

609-924-0100 TODAY!
email: info@backesgp.com




ANY & ALL CRIMES
ANY & ALL COURTS

KEVAN I NAPPEN
ATTORNEY AT LLAW

a Professienal Conporation
732-389-8888

© —9

* Arrests * Searches * Bail * Summons * Warrants *
* Hearings * Indictments * Trials * Appeals *

* Gun, Knife & Weapon Law * Fish & Game Law *
* Domestic Violence * Gun Seizures & Forfeitures *
* Licenses * Permits * NICS Purchase Denials *

* Expungements (Clear Your Record)*

Evan F. Nappen, Esq. is the author of
NAPPEN II: NEW JERSEY GUN, KNIFE & WEAPON LAW
(Available at leading gun stores throughout New Jersey)

@0 ©

www.evannappen.com



