
28 2002 Marine Issue REPORTS Vol. 15, No. 3 May 2002

By now, any saltwater recreational enthusiast
who pays attention to fishing regulations

realizes the days of unrestricted harvest of marine
resources are over. Fishing for every major salt-
water species in New Jersey, and every Atlantic
coastal state, is controlled by some combination of
a season, size limit or possession limit. Although
these regulations seem to be getting more
restrictive, more numerous and more confusing,
perhaps just as confusing are the numerous
references to decision making councils and
commissions that fishermen see in regulatory
proposals, news releases and newspaper and mag-
azine articles. Have you ever wondered where the
people come from who comprise the commissions
and councils that in large part decide your fishing
future? Do they know anything about fish and
fishing? How were these groups established, what
do they do and where do they get their authority?
Read on and become acquainted with the New
Jersey Marine Fisheries Council, the Atlantic 
State Marine Fisheries Commission and the 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council.

The New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council was
created by the Marine Fisheries Management and
Commercial Fisheries Act; an act passed by the
New Jersey State Legislature to provide an organi-
zational framework to permit New Jersey to more
effectively manage marine fisheries in state waters
(all estuaries and the ocean within 3 miles of the
coast). The council is comprised of eleven
members, nine of whom are appointed by the
governor. Of the nine governor appointees, four
must represent and be knowledgeable of the
interests of recreational fishermen, two must be
active commercial fin fishermen, one must be an
active fish processor, and two represent the
general public. The remaining two members of the
council are the chairperson of the Atlantic Coast
and Delaware Bay sections of the Shellfisheries
Council. They are required to be active shell-
fishermen. In fact, nine of the eleven members of
the council are required to be fishermen, just like
you. Sure, some are commercial fishermen and
some have a background in clamming or oystering,
but they are all fishermen nonetheless. Because
they are fishermen, they want to catch fish as
much as you do. They are, however, in the unenvi-
able position of making some hard decisions
regarding allowing some fish to be caught, but not
so many that the future of the resource is placed in
jeopardy. These decisions are made at numerous
meetings throughout the year, attended by council
members on their own time—they do not get paid.
At these meetings, the council performs the duties
assigned to them, including contributing to the
preparation and revision of fisheries management
plans and recommending new or revised rules
pertaining to saltwater fishing. Most importantly,
the council can disapprove any marine fisheries
regulation proposed by the Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Protection. That

means that a season, or a size limit or a possession
limit isn’t so until the New Jersey Marine
Fisheries Council says it’s so.

Intertwined with the workings of the New
Jersey Marine Fisheries Council are fisheries
management plans developed by the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC).
The ASMFC, a consortium of the fifteen Atlantic
coastal states from Maine through Florida (includ-
ing Pennsylvania), established under an interstate
compact consented to and approved by the United
States Congress, is required to prepare and adopt
coastal fishery management plans to provide for
the conservation and management of fishery
resources within state waters. This requirement
was mandated by the United States Congress via
the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative
Management Act. The purpose of the act is to
support and encourage the development, imple-
mentation and enforcement of effective interstate
conservation and management of Atlantic coastal
fishery resources. More importantly, the act
requires that Atlantic coastal states monitor the
resource and implement and enforce specified
measures of coastal fishery management plans
prepared and adopted by the ASMFC. Failure to
do so can result in a complete closure of a fishery.
This means that if the ASMFC requires states to
reduce harvest of a particular species, states must
take action to comply. Any state that does not
comply can be entirely closed, both commercially
and recreationally, for the harvest of that species.
In order to prepare coastal fishery management
plans, the ASMFC establishes various committees
staffed by fisheries administrators, fisheries
biologists, state legislators and fishermen to 
assess the resource, develop management
strategies and oversee implementation. Again,
it is important to understand that fishermen from
every Atlantic coastal state are involved in the
decision making process. 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC) is one of the eight regional
councils established by the United States
Congress via the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. The goals of
the act are to prevent overfishing, rebuild over-
fished stocks, insure conservation of fishery
resources, facilitate long-term protection of
essential fish habitats and realize the full potential
of the nation’s resources. One of the purposes of
the MAFMC is to prepare and implement fishery
management plans which will achieve and
maintain the optimum yield from each fishery. It
includes representation from the States of New
York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina and has
authority over fisheries which occur predominately
in the Atlantic Ocean greater than three miles
seaward of these states (federal waters). The
MAFMC is comprised of 21 voting members, 13
of which are appointed by the United States

Secretary of Commerce. At least one of these
appointees must be from each participating state.
In addition, membership includes the principal
state official with marine fishery management
responsibility and expertise in each state, who is
designated as such by the governor of the state.
Currently, New Jersey has four representatives on
the MAFMC. One is the aforementioned state
official, but the remaining three representatives are
fishermen.

It may seem that the three regulatory groups
discussed above all do the same thing, and in a
large part they do. Why then are they are neces-
sary? Fisheries that occur in New Jersey state
waters are managed in part by the New Jersey
Marine Fisheries Council. Marine fish stocks
however don’t understand and respect state bound-
aries. A fish in New Jersey today can easily be in
another state by tomorrow. It makes little sense to
institute conservation measures to protect fish in
one state, only to have those fish swim to another
state where they could be over-harvested. This 
is where the ASMFC comes in. By mandating
uniform management strategies throughout the
Atlantic coastal states, the ASMFC insures that
inshore fish stocks are conserved regardless of
state boundaries. The states and ASMFC only
have authority to manage fisheries out to three
miles offshore in state waters. Fish stocks also
don’t recognize the boundary between state and
federal waters, while other fisheries occur only in
federal waters. The MAFMC acts to insure that
fish stocks in federal waters are not over-harvested. 

Although these regulatory bodies are differ-
ent, they cooperate very closely to develop similar
management programs in both state-versus-state
and state-versus-federal waters. They do have one
very important thing in common: they all are
made up of or have representation from your
fishing community. So who are these decision
makers? In part, they are fishermen just like you!

The Decision Makers: Fisheries Management Councils And
Commissions—Who Are These People, Anyway?

By Paul G. Scarlett, Principal Fisheries Biologist

If you would like to find 
out more about public

participation in fisheries
management issues, check
out the following websites:

New Jersey Division of 
Fish and Wildlife—

www.njfishandwildlife.com
Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission—
www.asmfc.org

Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council—

www.mafmc.org
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The New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife’s mandate to
exercise responsible stewardship over the creatures that

inhabit the state’s land and waters can be expanded to help
ensure these creatures are not harmed by man’s encroaching
upon and despoiling wildlife habitat.

For those creatures living under or around the water,
man-made pollution can often be a matter of life or death,
especially when that pollution includes Escherichia coli (fecal
coliform bacteria). Non-point source pollution which affects
our marine and aquatic life is that pollution which can not be
directly traced nor easily ended.

In 1992 the United States Congress passed the Clean
Vessel Act (CVA) which was aimed at preventing pollution
from a specific non-point source of pollution, the discharge 
of boat sewage. Over the years, boat sewage dumped into
coastal waters has been found to contaminate shellfish and
swimming beaches.

New Jersey’s Clean Vessel Act, made possible through funding by the
federal CVA program, has a primary goal of reducing overboard sewage. It
is, and has been, a violation of both state and federal regulations for boaters
to discharge untreated waste into any water within three-miles of the shore
(including bays and inlets). Yet until the establishment of the Clean Vessel
Act there were few facilities where a boat could safely and easily facilitate
the acceptable removal of boat waste. The result was many boaters dis-
charged untreated waste into fragile habitats.

New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife’s efforts to help prevent
discharge of untreated boat sewage has been facilitated by funding (75%
federal; 25% state) for the construction, renovation and operation of
pumpout stations at marinas, as well as to municipalities for the purchase of
pumpout boats to serve heavily utilized coastal waters. The U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service has provided the Division with monies which will enable
marinas to be partners in preventing this source of pollution. 

Currently there are 146 marinas state-wide with pumpout stations in
operation and three pumpout boats in service. Additionally, 25 marinas
have made formal application to the Division and have been granted
approval. The longest serving pumpout boat, the Circle of Life, is under the
aegis of the Borough of Seaside Park. The two new pumpout boats,
launched in 2001, are the Royal Flush, operated by Monmouth County, and
the Waste Watcher, an Ocean County vessel.  

Boaters using a CVA pumpout pay no more than five dollars for the

service, although many marinas do not charge their own
slip holders for pumping out. Some marinas offer the
pumpout service free to all boaters. There are no charges for
using The Circle of Life or Waste Watcher pumpout boats.

Marinas wanting to apply for a CVA grant to create a
pumpout station may obtain an application from the Marine
Trades Association (MTA) of New Jersey. The MTA will
review the application and forward it to the Division for
approval. Once approved, the requesting marina will be
contacted to begin construction and ordering of pumpout
equipment. All approved expenses are 100% reimbursed to
the applicant upon completion of the work. Marinas inter-
ested in obtaining an application for installing a pumpout
station under the CVA may write to the Marine Trades
Association of New Jersey, 1451 Route 88, Suite 11, Brick,
NJ 08724 or call (732) 206-1400.

Boaters interested in obtaining a copy of the Division’s pumpout
directory may write to: CVA Office, Nacote Research Station, Box 418,
Port Republic, NJ 08241 or call (609)748-2056. For a telephone recorded
list of pumpouts, call 1-800-ASK-FISH. The list of pumpouts is also
available on the Division’s website at www.njfishandwildlife.com. 

Marinas, outdoor organizations or other civic bodies interested in
having the Division’s CVA Office exhibit at their location to provide
information and literature about pumpouts and the Division’s efforts to
reduce non-point source pollution may call (609) 748-2056.

Report Marine, Shellfish 
and Finfish Violations To

609-748-2050
or 24 hr. DEP Hotline 877-WARNDEP

Violators of the fillet law are subject to 
$20 per fish or $100 to $3,000

KEEP OUR
WATER CLEAN
USE PUMPOUTS

New Jersey’s Clean Vessel Act—An Effective Tool in the
Challenge Against Non-Point Source Pollution

By Russ Dodge, Office of Information & Education

626 Ocean Road (Route 88 East)
Point Pleasant, NJ  08742

732-295-REEL (Phone)
732-295-CAST (Fax)

info@down-n-trout.com (e-mail)

GIFT CERTIFICATES

AND

MAIL ORDER SERVICE

AVAILABLE

Tying & Casting Instruction
Private Lessons Available

Tri-State Licensed Guide Service

Largest Selection of Saltwater 
Tying Materials on the East Coast

Product Lines Include:
G. Loomis • Scott • Powell • Redington

Temple Fork Outfitters • J. Austin Forbes • J. W. Young
Henschel • Penn • Billy Pate • Precision Reels

Lamson Waterworks • Bauer Old Florida • C.A. Harris
Fly Logic •  Airflo RIO • Teeny • Monic • Gillies Gear

HMH • Dyna-King • and many more!

CUSTOMER
SERVICE
IS OUR

#1 PRIORITY!

Full Service Fly Fishing Pro Shop
Saltwater and Freshwater Tackle,

Tying Materials, and Technical Gear

Francine &
Glenn Lakatos

Owners

10% Off
FLY TYING MATERIALS

WITH THIS AD

New Jersey’s Accessible 
Fishing Sites for People 

With Disabilities
Visit www.njfishandwildlife.com/sites.htm

An Accessible Fishing Sites list is available to assist anglers whose
mobility is impaired. All sites are wheelchair-accessible except for
the Musconetcong River in Morris County, where vehicle access is
to the shoreline. For a printed copy, contact Pequest at 908-637-4125.
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Application for Recognition as a 
New Jersey Skillful Angler

Name _________________________________________ Age _____

Address ________________________________________________

City _____________________________________ Zip __________

Telephone ___________________ E-mail _____________________

Fish Species (subject to verification by state biologist)

_____________________________________________________

Weight ______________lbs. __________oz.  Length ____________

Girth __________________ Date Caught** ___________________

Where _________________________________________________

Time __________________________________________________

Caught from: ________ boat ________ shore _________ surf

_____ jetty __________________________________other (specify)

Captain ________________________________________________

Boat Name _____________________________________________

Line Test used ____________________ Reel __________________

Type of Rod _____________________________________________

Lure ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Certification

Fish measured and weighed by ______________________________

_______________________________________________________

Establishment’s Address ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Signature (from establishment)

I hereby certify this fish was caught in New Jersey waters in
accordance with state laws and regulations, and that this fish was
weighed on a certified scale.

_______________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature Date

**All applications must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish.

Mail application to:
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Skillfull Angler Awards Program,
P.O. Box 400
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

Skillful Angler Awards
Program

The Skillful Anglers Program is designed to supplement the New Jersey
State Record Fish list by recognizing that many anglers catch both

freshwater and marine fish just below the record, but are of sufficient size
and weight to have tested the angler’s skill and thus be worthy of recognition.

Fisherman qualifying for a Skillful Anglers Award receive a signed
certificate attesting to their achievement along with a bronze pin suitable to
be worn on a fishing hat, or jacket. Only one pin and one certificate will be
awarded per angler for each qualifying entry. 

At the end of each year, special recognition is given to the anglers who
caught the largest fish in each species categories. These winners are
presented with a Special Award recognizing their accomplishments as the
best of New Jersey’s Skillful Anglers.

A application explaining the details of the program can be obtained
from any many fishing tackle stores and Division offices, by calling us at
(609) 984-0521, or writing: NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife, PO Box 400,
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400.

It’s simple to apply for an award: 1) Weigh the fish at a commercial
establishment having a certified scale, [try a fishing tackle shop who also
has applications], 2) Get the proprietor’s signature on the application
attesting to the weight, 3) Complete an application and return to the 
address on the application. All entries must be submitted within 30 days of
catching the fish.

Minimum Weight Requirements
Saltwater
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Species Weight
Black Drum . . . . . . . . . 70 pounds
Black Sea Bass . . . . . . . . 4 pounds
Bluefish . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 pounds
Cod . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 pounds
Dolphin . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 pounds
Fluke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 pounds
Kingfish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 pound
Marlin, Blue . . . . . . . . 400 pounds
Marlin, White . . . . . . . . 60 pounds
Pollock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 pounds

Species Weight
Shark, Mako . . . . . . . . 250 pounds
Striped Bass. . . . . . . . . . 40 pounds
Tautog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 pounds
Tuna, Albcore . . . . . . . . 50 pounds
Tuna, Bigeye . . . . . . . . 200 pounds
Tuna, Bluefin. . . . . . . . 500 pounds
Tuna, Yellowfin . . . . . . 120 pounds
Tuna, other . . . . . . . . . 250 pounds
Weakfish . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 pounds
Winter Flounder . . . . . . . 2 pounds

Nuncie Sacco, Linwood, NJ (Atlantic County) with the 60 lb, 49" Striped
Bass he caught in Delaware Bay.



Outdoor Skills Workshop
for Women

Outdoor Skills 
Workshops

_________________________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________________________________
City

_______________________________________________________
State, Zip

New Jersey’s “Becoming an Outdoors-Woman” (BOW) Program is 
part of a nationwide effort to help women overcome barriers to

participation in outdoor recreation by providing opportunities to try new
activities. Since it began at the University of Wisconsin in 1991, the pro-
gram has exploded in popularity. BOW can be found in 44 states and 8
Canadian Provinces across North America. New Jersey Division of Fish
and Wildlife has been offering BOW workshops since 1995.

Although BOW workshops are designed for women, they offer 
anyone 18 years old or older opportunities to try new outdoor activities,
improve existing skills, and meet other outdoor enthusiasts. The 
three-day BOW and one-day “Beyond BOW” workshops offer hands-on
instruction in hunting, angling, and related outdoor pursuits in a relaxed,
non-competitive atmosphere.

All of our instructors have many years of experience afield. They were
chosen for their ability to pass on their knowledge and their belief in
encouraging anyone who has an interest to get involved in the outdoors. 

To find out more about the BOW program, log on to our website at
www.njfishandwildlife.com or mail in the coupon below. Those with an 
e-mail account can subscribe to the BOW list-serve (electronic mail
service). The BOW list-serve will send automatic updates about the BOW
program and workshop availability. It’s simple to subscribe. Go to the
Division’s website at www.njfishandwildlife.com and click on the link for
mailing lists located on the left-hand side of the homepage. Fill out the
electronic form and click submit. That’s it! A confirmation message will
ask you to return an authorization code. Once this is done, you’ll be ready
to receive automatic updates about New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife’s BOW Program. 

To be placed on the BOW mailing list, complete this coupon and send
to: NJF&W, 220 Blue Anchor Rd., Sicklerville, NJ 08081.

Photo by Judy Weiseman Wood
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New Jersey’s FREE Freshwater
Fishing Days are 

Saturday and Sunday,
June 1 & 2, 2002

On these two days residents and non-residents may fish
New Jersey’s public fresh waters without a license or trout

stamp. All other regulations including size
and daily catch limits,
remain in effect

Coastal 
Workshop 

For Teachers 
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife

hosts a weekend coastal workshop annually
in May at The Golden Inn/Wetlands Institute.

Call to be placed on the 
mailing list for future workshops:

609-748-2031
or visit our website at 

www.njfishandwildlife.com

Tom McCloy, Marine Fisheries Administrator, lands a nice
striper.



CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Sporting
Goods

Game Farms, Hunting
Preserves, Outfitters

Marine
Supply

Bait & Tackle
Fishing

Equipment

Fish Hatchery

Recreation
Vehicles

Boats & Boating Services

Flyfishing,
Bait & Tackle

STEVEN’S
BAIT & TACKLE

Home of

Paragon Rods Open 7 Days • Live Bait • Rods
Reels • Fishing & Hunting Licenses

63 Brighton Ave. • Long Branch, NJ 07740
732-229-4954

Bryan Zimmerman

West Wind
Fishing Charters Hatteras N.C.

57' Custom Carolina Sportfisher
Fishing Offshore for

Yellowfin/Bluefin Tuna • Dolphin • Wahoo • Marlin
Capt. Olan West / (252) 449-6722
fishwestwind.com • email: fishingww@cs.com

CHESTNUT NECK BOAT YARD
❹ Boat Launching
Ramps Only $500!

Bait • Tackle • Marine Technicians • Forklift Service
Specializing in Dry Winter Storage up to 25 Tons

RT. 9, PORT REPUBLIC, NJ
(609) 652-1119 • www.chestnutneckboatyard.com

Musky
Trout Hatchery, Inc.
“We Specialize in Sportmen’s Club Stocking”

TROUT • BASS • CATFISH
279 Bloomsbury Rd. • Asbury, NJ 08802

(908) 479-4893

Hillsborough 
Outdoor Sports

Center
Indoor Shooting Range • Bait & Tackle

Muzzleloaders Supplies • Fly Shop
Full Gunsmithing Services

Large Variety of Firearms & Ammunition
Eastern Firearms Academy,

our in-house firearms safety & training school
Staff Knowledgeable in All Facets

of Hunting & Fishing

908-359-0837
170 Township Line Rd.

Hillsborough, NJ 08844
www.hillsboroughoutdoor.com

Hours: Sun: 9am–5pm • Closed Mon.
Tue.–Fri. 10am–10pm • Sat. 9am–10pm

JERSEY PADDLER
YOUR COMPLETE CAMPING • HIKING • PADDLING • OUTFITTERS
OLD TOWN • PATAGONIA • MAD RIVER • NORTH FACE • DAGGER
PYRANNAH • IMPEX • SIERRA DESIGNS • WE-NO-NAH • HOBIE
CURRENT DESIGNS • NECKY • OCEAN KAYAK • VALLEY • VASQUE
BOY SCOUTS • GRAMICCI • PERCEPTION • LOTUS DESIGN
AIRE • WILDERNESS SYSTEMS • WAVE SPORT • FEATHER CRAFT 

MOUNTAIN HARDWEAR • NAVARRO • BELL • EX OFFICIO

The Nation’s Best Selection of 
Canoes & Kayaks and More

1756 ROUTE 88 WEST • BRICK, NJ 08724
www.jerseypaddler.com

888-22-KAYAK • 732-458-5777
Fax: 732-458-5666 • N 40° 04.20 W 074° 07.85

97 Route 519, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

The Owl’s Nest
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES

N.J. Deer & Turkey 
Check Station

908-995-7903
www.owlsnestgunandbow.com

“THE BEST SPOT ON BARNEGAT BAY”

DOWNE’S BAIT & TACKLE
BOAT RENTALS • BAIT • TACKLE

CEMENTED BOAT RAMP • REFRESHMENTS

BRENNAN CONCOURSE
BAYVILLE, NJ 08721

CARL DEL CONTE (732) 269-0137
JOHN DEL CONTE www.downesmarina.com

Pontoon Boats
Row Boats • Boat Storage

MARINER’S MART
Rope • Marine Hardware • Electronics

Marine Paint • Marine Batteries • Wax & Cleaners
Marine Charts • Fishing Equipment

OPEN ALL YEAR—7 DAYS A WEEK
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

(Near Garden State Parkway—Sandy Hook)
www.marinersmart.com

778 Hwy. 36, Belford, NJ 732-787-1100

Trophy Deer & Turkey Hunting
Central New York State

3 1/2 hrs. from New York City in Beautiful Columbus, NY
200 Acres Private Farm

Bow, Shotgun & Blackpowder Hunting
Guided & Semi-guided Hunting

Lodging Included

732.919.1778
SEASONAL MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

CHENEY’S
ARGO SALES

37 Old Trenton Rd. Rt. 535 • Cranbury, NJ 08512-0305
609-395-0350 • 609-655-5071 • Fax 609-395-0358

JIM CHENEY 609-758-0305 • GIL CHENEY 609-655-1163

New & Used
Amphibious

Vehicles

�

If you need it…and it’s not listed here…CALL US, we probably do it!
BACKES • 609-924-0100

or email…
Diane

dbackes@backesgp.com
or

Ally
design@backesgp.com

51 Wall Street
Princeton, NJ 08540
Fax: 609-924-3133

Web: backesgp.com

BOATING
FISHING
215 Newark Pompton Tpke.
Pequannock, NJ 07440
(973) 872-7000
Fax: (973) 872-7104
www.randbmarine.com

Live
Bait



3424 Kennedy Blvd. • Jersey City, NJ 07307 • 201-798-2130

www.harleerod.com

WE MAKE
CUSTOM

RODS

COMPLETE
LINE OF
TACKLE

FRESH
LIVE
BAIT

Shipping
Daily

Accurate • Penn • Shimano • Okuma • Shakespeare 
Duel • Gamakatsu • Daiwa • Ande • Rapala • Yo Zuri • Manns 

Owner • Abu Garcia • Bomber • Spro • Do-It • Plano Seeker • Star 
Eagle Claw • Atom • Fenwick • Luhr Jensen • Lunker City • Gotcha

TOLL FREE ORDERS 1-877-442-7533
Serving The Tackle Industry Since 1948

OKUMA
TG30II

$299.99

OKUMA
TS50WII

$269.99

We’re taking orders now…

Coming in August 2002
New Jersey Fish & Wildlife

HUNTING DIGEST
230,000 Enthusiastic Targeted Buyers Statewide

can increase revenue for your business!
New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Digests have a proven track record 

with advertisers. Take advantage of this great exposure 
throughout the coming year.

Reserve your ad space now!

Call Becky Yurga at
609-924-0100 TODAY!
email: info@backesgp.com

This is definitely a KEEPER PUBLICATION!




