
Highlights of Important Changes in the 
2004–2005 Hunting and Trapping Regulations

REGULATIONS

14 2004 Hunting Issue Vol. 18, No. 1 August 2004

New Jersey sportsmen and women can look
forward to another exceptional hunting

season that will offer a wide range of opportunities
to hunt waterfowl, upland game and deer, from
early September through mid-February. The New
Jersey Fish and Game Council made few changes
in the 2004–2005 Game Code for the hunting and
trapping seasons. For details, see the regulations
sections of this Digest. Following are highlights of
some regulation revisions and calendar changes:

Lead Shot Exception Eliminated: The
Game Code eliminates an exception that allowed
lead shot to be used for hunting coot, snipe, rail or
gallinule, and now requires federally approved,
nontoxic shot to be used for hunting these species
at all times. Regulations previously allowed the
use of lead shot because nontoxic shot was
unavailable in the small sizes and gauges typically
used for hunting these species. For additional
information, including season dates and bag limits,
see the New Jersey 2004–05 Migratory Bird
Regulations supplement available in September. 

Small Game Hunting Seasons: The regular
small game season for rabbits, pheasant, quail and
chukar partridge begins at 8 a.m. on Nov.13, 2004.
The season for grouse and squirrel begins on Sept.

25, 2004. See the Small Game Hunting
Regulations section of this Digest for season dates,
bag limits and other regulations. 

Permit Bow Deer Season: At the request of
sportsmen, the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
before Thanksgiving (Nov. 22–24, 2004) were
reinstated as hunting days, except in Zones 7
through 15, 36, 41, 49, 50 and 51 (Earn-A-Buck
zones). The Earn-A-Buck zones will remain
closed on these dates to avoid conflict with the
shotgun and muzzleloader permit deer seasons,
during which hunters are restricted to harvesting
antlerless deer. 

Special Youth Deer Day: Youth Deer
Hunting Day will be Saturday, Nov. 20, 2004. See
the “Youth Hunting Opportunities” section of the
Digest for additional information on the special
youth hunting days for waterfowl, pheasant,
turkey and deer. 

Six-day Firearm Deer Season:The six-day buck
season is Dec. 6-11, 2004. (Traditionally, the season
begins on the second Monday after Thanksgiving.) 

Permit Shotgun Deer Season: The one-day
season was expanded to three days, and the bag
limit was increased to two deer from one deer
(two antlerless or one antlered and one antlerless)
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in Zone 18 only. Zone 18 is located in 
northern Ocean County and includes the 
Collier’s Mills, Manchester and Whiting Wildlife
Management Areas. Seasons formats and bag
limits remain unchanged for all other regular
management zones. 

Special Deer Management Areas: Minor
adjustments were made to season dates, bag 
limits and permit quotas in seven special deer
management zones. Refer to the “Special Area
Deer Hunting Season Information” section of the
Digest for additional information on dates, bag
limits, public access and other regulations. 

For specific information on deer season dates,
bag limits and other regulations according to
management zones, see the “Deer Regulations
Sets” and “Deer Hunting Regulations” sections 
of the Digest.

Beaver Trapping: The regular beaver permit
quota was increased to 186 permits from 175
permits. This change offers greater recreational
opportunity for up to 11 trappers and will enhance
efforts to manage local beaver populations. The
bag limit remains eight beavers per regular season
permit. The special permit application period for
beaver and otter is Oct. 15 to Nov.15. 



General Hunting Regulations
REGULATIONS

Vol. 18, No. 1 August 2004 2004 Hunting Issue 15

This is not the full law. Consult the Division
of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All
persons are reminded that the statutes, code
and regulations are the legal documents.

No person shall hunt except as prescribed by
law. See section “Permits for Hunters with
Disabling Conditions,” page 6, for special rules.

Persons required by law to wear corrective
lenses to operate a motor vehicle (as noted on a
valid driver’s license) must wear corrective lenses
when hunting with a bow or firearm of any kind. 

.22 Rifles
A valid rifle permit must be possessed while

hunting with a .22 caliber rifle.
It is unlawful to possess and use .22 caliber

rifle except while hunting woodchuck, [no rifle
hunting on Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs)]
hunting raccoon and opossum with hounds, and
dispatching trapped animals other than muskrat.

.22 caliber rifles must be loaded with short
cartridges only, except when hunting woodchuck.

.22 caliber rifles need not be plugged, but
must be loaded with no more than three shells. No
10–17 year olds may hunt with any rimfire or
centerfire rifle.

See chart on page 51 for details on small caliber
rifle ammunition legal for hunting woodchucks.

Bow and Arrow
“Bow” means any long bow, recurve bow or

compound bow that is hand held and hand drawn,
with no mechanical device built into it or attached
to it that will enable the archer to lock the bow at a
full or partial draw. All draw locking and draw
holding devices are prohibited. Hand held release
devices are permitted.

All bows must have a minimum draw weight
of 35 pounds at the archer’s draw length, except
compounds, which must have a minimum peak
draw weight of 35 pounds. All arrows used for
hunting deer, turkey, coyote or woodchuck must
be fitted with a well-sharpened metal head with a
minimum width of 3/4 inches.

Arrows fitted with heads other than specified
for deer, turkey, coyote or woodchuck may be
carried in the woods and fields during the small
game season or other seasons which overlap with
the bow and arrow deer season.
It is unlawful to:
• use a crossbow or variation,
• use or possess a poison arrow or one with an

explosive tip,
• use a bow one-half hour after sunset until 

one-half hour before sunrise during any season,
• use a bow and arrow from any vehicle, moving

or stationary,
• have both a firearm and bow in possession or

under control while hunting.

Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) Regulations

The importation of any live deer or elk into
New Jersey is prohibited. This ban is intended to
prevent the introduction of disease into New

Jersey. All testing of New Jersey’s wild deer herd
indicates it is healthy and there are no known
cases of CWD. 

New Jersey hunters who hunt in other states
may bring back to New Jersey legally harvested
deer and elk as long as all laws and regulations
from the state of origin are satisfied. When hunt-
ing out-of-state, sportsmen and women are urged
to comply with all disease control recommenda-
tions for the state in which the game is harvested.

Dogs—Hunting and Training
Allowing dogs to run at large is prohibited.
Persons may train dogs without firearms in

daylight at any time except during any open
firearm deer season.

No person shall train a raccoon or opossum
hunting dog on WMAs other than during the 
periods of Sept. 1 to Oct. 1, 2004 and from Mar. 1
to May 1, 2005. Training hours shall be one hour
after sunset to one hour before sunrise.

It is illegal to use dogs to pursue or run black
bear or to track wounded deer or bear.

Note: For special areas and regulations for
dog training on WMAs see the section of Wildlife
Management Area Regulations, page 58.

Falconry
No person shall use a raptor for hunting

without a falconry permit and a valid hunting
license. No person under 14 years of age may hunt

by means of a raptor. Hunting migratory birds
with raptors on Sunday is prohibited.

Falconry permits will be issued only to persons
who pass a comprehensive examination and who
can provide proper facilities for housing a raptor.

Beginning falconers must be sponsored by an
experienced falconer.

No person shall possess a firearm while
hunting with raptors.

For additional information, write to the Division
of Fish and Wildlife, or call (908) 735-8793.

Farmer Regulations
The occupant of a farm may allow his or her

dog to run at large on land he or she occupies,
except during the firearm deer seasons.

Farmers and their lessees occupying or
farming their land, members of their immediate
families, or their farming employees may kill
crows, woodchuck and fox on farm property at
any time when found destroying livestock or
crops. However, they must use legal firearms,
ammunition and other lawful procedures.

Farmers may trap foxes destroying poultry,
crops or property at any time, subject to state law
and local ordinances. Farmers or their agents may
shoot or trap coyotes by lawful procedures at any
time when found destroying livestock or crops. A
regional Division law enforcement office must be
notified within 24 hours of killing a coyote.

Firearms and Missiles
A person may not go into the woods or fields

with a firearm except during prescribed seasons.
Airguns are not legal hunting firearms.
It is unlawful to possess in the woods and

fields shot larger than #4 fine shot except for
hunting deer, bear, waterfowl, woodchuck
(farmers only) or coyote. Rimfire and centerfire
rifles not legal to hunt deer

For hunting, rimfire and centerfire rifles is
not capable of holding more than three shells at
one time. Rifles need not be plugged but may not
be loaded with more than three rounds.

Hunter Orange
Hunters must wear a cap made of daylight

fluorescent orange or an outer garment containing
at least 200 square inches of fluorescent orange
material visible from all sides at all times while
engaged in hunting. A camo-orange hat alone is
not adequate.

This applies to all persons while hunting 
deer, bear, rabbit, hare, squirrel, fox, railbirds,
and game birds including while in a tree stand.

Exceptions: this law does not apply to
waterfowl, crow, wild turkey, coyote, woodchuck
nor bow-hunters except that a bow hunter using a
deer decoy must wear hunter orange, as described
above, while transporting the decoy into and out
of the woods and fields.

SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED:
• Carrying a loaded firearm or nocked arrow within

450 feet of an occupied building or any school play-
ground is prohibited, except the owner or lessee of a
building and persons specifically authorized by him
in writing may hunt within 450 feet of the building.
Note: persons authorized to hunt within 450 feet of
a building must be in the possession of the written
permission when hunting.

• Discharging a firearm or a bow and arrow on or
across highways or roads. Discharging a firearm or
a bow and arrow from a motor vehicle.

• Hunting for or shooting any wildlife by aid of a
light, except when hunting raccoon, coyote or
opossum while on foot.

• Hunting or shooting with the aid of a light attached
to or carried in a vehicle.

• On national wildlife refuges, the distribution of bait
and/or hunting over bait is prohibited. 

• Hunting with arrows, darts or any other device
propelled by any means that is used for the purpose of
injecting or delivering any type of drug into an animal.

• Using electronic calling devices except when
hunting for fox, raccoon, crow and coyote.

• Loaded firearms in a motor vehicle. Possession of a
loaded firearm in or upon a vehicle is considered
proof of pursuing or taking of wildlife.

• Transporting an uncased firearm in a motor vehicle.
• Shooting into a squirrel’s nest.

The Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area, the following apply:

• Baiting is prohibited.
• No permanent tree stands or screw-in steps 

are permitted.
• You cannot possess a loaded firearm while on any

publicly traveled roadway within the area.

(continued on page 16)
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Muzzleloading Rifles
It is unlawful to use smokeless powder in a

muzzleloader while hunting in New Jersey.
Properly licensed and permitted hunters 10

years and older may hunt with a muzzleloading
rifle. A valid rifle permit must be possessed while
hunting with a muzzleloading rifle.

It is unlawful to hunt with a muzzleloading
rifle on WMAs, except for deer, bear and squirrel
hunting during the special season in certain zones.
For muzzleloader rifle squirrel hunting, see page
51. For muzzleloader deer hunting, see page 21.
For rifle permit information, see page 5.

Non-Resident Game Removal
A non-resident licensee may remove from the

state each day a daily bag limit of game. However,
a non-resident may not take more than two day’s
bag limit from the state after one week’s stay
(Sunday to Saturday inclusive). This does not apply
to game raised or killed at a licensed commercial
preserve and legally tagged.

Possession Of Certain Wildlife By
Persons, Taxidermists & Butchers

No person shall have in possession a deer,
bear or turkey that he himself or she herself did
not kill unless it has a tag bearing the name,
address, telephone number, license and permit
numbers of the person who killed the deer, bear or
turkey. Those in the business of processing deer,
bear or turkey, that is butchers, taxidermists, etc.,
shall keep a ledger of all of their customers. Each
customer’s name, current address, day and evening
telephone numbers, hunting license number, and

possession seal number of any black bear, deer or
turkey being processed shall be included in the
ledger. The ledger shall be made available for
inspection upon request during the hours of 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. by any law enforcement officer or
employee of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.

Sunday Hunting
No person may hunt with firearms or any

other weapon or carry a gun in the woods or fields
or on the waters on Sunday: except on semi-wild
and commercial shooting preserve lands for the
purpose of shooting stocked game; and when
using a .22 rifle for dispatching trapped animals.

Persons are allowed to hunt raccoon or opossum
between midnight on Saturday and one hour before
sunrise on Sunday during the prescribed season.

Trespass Law
Hunters and trappers must have permission

(oral or written) from the landowner or lessee
prior to entering both posted lands and agricultural
lands (which are not required to be posted).
Hunters also must obtain permission to enter post-
ed land and agricultural land for the purpose of
recovering deer. Obtaining written permission to
hunt or trap on all private land and having that
document with you afield is recommended, as
written permission is the only legal defense to a
trespass charge. See page 59 for the Hunt SMART
Courtesy Card.

Hunters must not hunt in unharvested crops
without first obtaining permission from the owner.
Anyone causing damage to cultivated crops,
orchards, fences, buildings or livestock may be
arrested without warrant by the owner, occupant,
lessee, or any officer of the law. Violators are
liable for a fine of up to $2,000 and restitution to

the property owner in addition to the loss of
hunting privileges for a period of two years.

Wildlife
Taxidermists note: The sale of wild birds and

game animals or parts thereof is prohibited in New
Jersey. Legally trapped furbearers may be sold.
Questions concerning the above should be directed
to regional Division law enforcement offices.

It is illegal to capture, kill, injure or have in
possession any wild bird other than a game bird.

No one may rob a bird’s nest.
The removal of the skin or feathers or

mutilation of any wild bird or mammal in the
woods or fields for the purpose of concealing 
sex or identity is illegal.

All nongame mammals, reptiles, birds and
amphibians are protected. Penalties for taking
these species range from $250–$5,000.

There is no open season on bobcats. It is
illegal to kill, attempt to kill or possess bobcats,
except parts of bobcats legally taken in other states
may be possessed but not sold in New Jersey.

Wildlife Damage Control
Property owners and occupants of dwellings,

or their agents designated in writing, suffering
damage from squirrel, raccoon, opossum, skunk,
weasel, woodchuck, gray fox, red fox and coyote
may control these animals by lawful procedures at
any time subject to state law and local ordinances.
Farmers or their agents may also control the above
species by lawful procedures when found destroy-
ing livestock, crops or poultry at any time subject
to state and local ordinances. Note: persons who
kill a coyote must notify a Fish and Wildlife
Regional Law Enforcement Offices within 24 hours.

In New Jersey Call toll free
(800) 222-0456

From all Other States
(800) 800-WARDEN

Poaching is
a Crime—

You are its Victim

(continued from page 15)



World’s Foremost Outfitter ® ©
2004 C

abela’s, Inc.
C

C
W

-407

FREE CATALOG

800.775.7664
SHOP ONLINE

www.cabelas.com
RETAIL STORES

800.581.4420

Outfitting you for seasons of success.

Whether you’re in the field or on the water we’ll outfit 
you for a successful experience.

At Cabela’s, we know taking care of the details is the best
way to make sure your trips to woods and waters produce
big memories. That’s why we offer an incredibly compre-
hensive selection of hunting, fishing, camping and outdoor
gear. All backed by our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. Call
today for a free catalog, shop online or visit one of our retail
stores. Shop the selection of the World’s Foremost Outfıtter®

and enjoy your time afield and afloat.

VISIT OUR RETAIL STORES IN HAMBURG, PA AND WHEELING, WV



Hunt our private herd Sept. thru March in the beautiful
Allegheny Mtns. at a 3000 ft. challenging, but friendly altitude.
Fully guided hunts with your choice of weapon.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

*  Avoid stress & hassles of long-distance travel
*  Save costs, no drawing or license fee.
*  Hunt in a safe & friendly atmosphere.
*  Open dates September 2004  thru March 2005.
* World Class Service, meals & lodging.

Prices Starting At:
Elk Cows: $  900   Buffalo: $1950
Elk Bulls: $2250   WT Bucks: $1500
Fallow: $1200 Red Stags: $2400

HUNT DEER, ELK & BUFFALO IN PENNA

A Western World  .  .  .  .  .  Close to Home! 

Phone: 1-877-ENJOY PA
Office: 1-877-365-6972
Lodge: 1-814-693-0189
www.majesticworldlodge.com

Majestic World
Lodge & Retreat Majestic World

Lodge & Retreat

Blue Knob PA Blue Knob PA

Quail Hollow Kennels
Purveyors of the Classic American Brittany.

Personal shooting dogs line bred for over 40 years.
Pups, started & trained. Training all pointing breeds.

Steve Del Rossi
104 Quinton-Marlboro Rd.

Salem, NJ 08079
(856) 935-3459 (After Sunset)

Woodcock Training and Guide Service in Famous
Cape May County.  By Appointment Only.

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURES
VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED



Visit These Thompson/Center Dealers In New Jersey

Butch’s Gun World
1025 W Landis Avenue
Vineland, NJ 08630
856-692-1010

Stokes Forest Sport Shop
29 Rt. 206 S
Branchville, NJ 07826
973-948-5448

Simon Peter Sport Company
660 Rt. 206 S
Newton, NJ 07860
973-786-5313

Bob’s Little Sport Shop
316 N Delsea Drive
Glassboro, NJ 08028
856-881-7575

Sportsmen’s Center
69 Rt. 130
Bordentown, NJ 08505
609-298-5300

Zeus Sporting Goods
6679 Black Horse Pike
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-646-1668

Harry’s Army & Navy
691 Rt. 130
Robbinsville, NJ 08691
609-585-5450

S. Meltzer & Sons, Inc.
118-120 Outwear Lane
Garfield, NJ 07026
973-478-7647

Ramsey Outdoor
835 Rt. 17 S
Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-327-8141

Ramsey Outdoor
240 Rt. 17 N
Paramus, NJ 07652
201-261-5000

Ramsey Outdoor
1039 Rt. 46
Ledgewood, NJ 07852
973-584-7799

Bob Kislin’s Outdoor Sports
1214 Rt. 37 E
Toms River, NJ 08753
732-929-9300

The Owl’s Nest Gun & Bow
97 Rt. 519
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
908-995-7903

Dick’s Sporting Goods
All New Jersey Stores
www.DicksSportingGoods.com

New Jersey Firearms Guild
344 St. Georges Avenue
Rahway, NJ 07065
732-382-4066

Tip’s Hardware, Inc.
218 Main Street
West Creek, NJ 08092
609-296-3192

Encore - All Camo Version 
The Most Powerful, Most Versatile .50 caliber Muzzleloader 

in the World. Converts to Centerfire Rifle or Shotgun in Seconds.

Silver Lynx
22 LR Semi-Automatic Sporting Rifle

SST with Composite Stock

Omega
Laminated Thumbhole Stock & Fluted Barrel

The Future of Muzzleloading is Here. No Disc, No Bolt, No Problems.

Shoots Flatter -
Hits Harder

Centerfire Technology in
a Muzzleloading Bullet

Shoots Flatter -
Hits Harder

3 Proven Winners3 Proven Winners

THOMPSON/CENTER
Take your best shot.
http://www.tcarms.com



WE ALSO CARRY SURPLUS
GUNS & AMMO

BLACK POWDER GUNS
& ACCESSORIES

LARGE SELECTION
OF THE LATEST CAMO

CLOTHING

GUNS •  ARCHERY •  CLOTHING •  BOOTS •  SPORTING GOODS

NEW JERSEY HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES SOLD HERE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 9 • Sat. & Sun. 10 - 5

FOOTWEAR

WE CARRY CHILDREN’S 
CARHARTT • FLANNEL SHIRTS

CAPS • GLOVES • CAMO CLOTHING

ARCHERY

LAYAWAY AVAILABLE
BROWNING SAFES

GUNS & AMMO CLOTHING

BENELLI
BROWNING
REMINGTON
MOSSBERG
RUGER
THOMPSON CENTER
WINCHESTER
KNIGHT RIFLES
BERETTA
GLOCK
TAURUS
MARLIN

CARHARTT
DEER SKIN
DUO FOLD
WRANGLER
WOOLRICH
WIGWAM
BROWNING
BOB ALLEN
GAME WINNER

BROWNING
HOYT
BUCKMASTERS
BEMAN ARROWS
PSE
BEAR-JENNINGS
EASTON ARROWS
MCKENZIE TARGETS
MARTIN

WE ALSO CARRY 
THERMO CAPS & GLOVES

We Buy Used Guns
FULL LINE OF 

RELOADING SUPPLIES

OVER 100 STYLES TO
CHOOSE FROM

WOLVERINE
TIMBERLAND
COLEMAN
KAMIK
SMITHS AMERICAN
JOHN DEERE
REDBALL
LACROSSE
ROCKY
CHIPPEWA

(609) 646-1668
6679 Black Horse Pike

Egg Harbor Twp., N.J. 08234ZEUS

FULL LINE OF ALL 
ARCHERY SUPPLIES

• PAINT BALL SUPPLIES
• CAMPING SUPPLIES
• KNIVES
• GUN CLEANING 

SUPPLIES

ZEUS IS A FULL LINE
BROWNING DEALER

LOOK FOR OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS
IN THE A.C. PRESS!

1/4 mile

west o
f th

e Cardiff

interse
ctio

n

47 Years Experience
Brings You The Best

Selection at Great Prices!

20 2004 Hunting Issue Vol. 18, No. 1 August 2004

12 gauge maximum
distances for shot

sizes:
No. 0 . . . . . . . . 1,845 feet or 615 yards
No. 00 . . . . . . . 1,895 feet or 632 yards
Slug, 1 oz . . . . 3,780 feet or 1,260 yards

SPORTING ARMS AND
AMMUNITION

MANUFACTURERS’ INSTITUTE, INC. 
Safety Series,

1075 Post Road, Riverside, CT 06878
* Distances above are with barrel held at an elevated

angle for maximum trajectory. Always consider the
angle of your barrel when shooting.

* Never shoot at or over the crest of a hill.
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Only ONE antlered deer may be
taken per season statewide,

EXCEPT during the Six-Day
Firearm Season, regardless of the
number of special season permits in
possession. To be legal, all deer
harvested must be registered at
an official deer check station (see
page 44) and have a metal posses-
sion seal affixed to the deer. Only
after registering the first deer
may a hunter take or attempt to
take another deer, where legal,
unless specifically written as an
exception.

Licenses and Permits 
• See pages 4 and 5 for details on license, permit

and Hunter Education requirements.
• Additional hunting licenses may not be

purchased in order to harvest additional deer.
• Although hunters may purchase multiple deer

permits, they are limited to only ONE permit
from a given zone during each of the permit
seasons. For example, a hunter may buy a
muzzleloader permit for Zones 18, 21 and 24,
however he/she may not purchase 2 muzzle-
loader permits for Zone 24. A hunter may pur-
chase a bow permit, a muzzleloader permit and
a shotgun permit for Zone 24, however he/she
may not purchase 2 bow permits (or 2 shotgun
permits or 2 muzzleloader permits) for Zone 24. 

• It is unlawful to use a bow and arrow for hunt-
ing deer using a firearm license or shotgun or
muzzleloader deer permit.

Key Concepts and Definitions
• Antlered deer is defined as any deer with at

least one antler measuring at least three inches
in length as defined below.

• Antlerless deer is defined as any deer that does
not have an antler length measuring at least
three inches. For the purposes of this definition,
adult deer that have shed their antlers are
considered antlerless deer.

• Antler Point is defined as any point at least one
inch long from its tip to its base line, and the
length must exceed the width at some location at
least one inch down from the tip.

• Antler length is defined as the maximum length
of a deer antler measured from the lowest out-
side edge of the antler burr along the outer curve
to the most distant point of what is or appears to
be the main antler beam. For the purposes of
this definition, the antler length does not include
the pedicel or portion of skull between the skull
plate and base of the antler point.

• Earn-A-Buck zones include Zones 7, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 36, 38, 40, 41, 49, 50, 51 and
67. The first deer harvested by the sportsmen
from these zones during any open season through
Dec. 11, 2004 must be an antlerless deer as
defined above. Earn-A-Buck is a tool to reduce
the growth of deer herds in areas where the
harvest of antlerless animals under regular

harvest guidelines is insufficient to reach desired
population levels. The number of antlerless deer
harvested, including does, is increased substan-
tially in Earn-A-Buck zones.

• Quality Deer Management zones include
Zones 3, 6, 9, 13, 27, 29, 35, 37, 40, 59, 63 and
67. The harvest of antlered deer from these
zones during any open season is restricted to
deer having at least one antler having a
minimum of three antler points as defined
above. The general goal of Quality Deer
Management is to reduce harvest pressure 
on the 1-1/2  year old antlered deer in the
expectation that they will survive to produce
larger antlers as older animals.

• Special Area Deer Management zones include
Zones 37, 38, 39, 40, 52, 53, 54, 56, 57, 58, 59,
61, 64, 66 and 67. They are generally small,
publicly owned properties administered by
county, federal or state agencies (other than the
Division of Fish and Wildlife) where deer sea-
son dates, bag limits or regulations differ from
those of the surrounding deer management zone.
See page 35 -38 for details.

• Youth Hunter status applies to the possessor of
a valid Youth Hunting License (or the immediate
member of a qualified occupant farmer who is at
least 10 years of age) and continues until
Dec. 31 of the year in which he or she turns
16 years of age. The Youth Deer Hunt Day is
Saturday, Nov. 20, 2004. The bag limit for

youth hunters on this day is ONE deer of either
sex. Point restrictions do not apply to deer taken
on this day by youth hunters. See Regulation
Sets beginning on page 28; see also page 71.

Firearms, Ammunition
and Sights

• See page 15 for general hunting regulations
which also apply to deer hunting.

• All Firearms must be cased and unloaded
while being transported in vehicles. A muzzle-
loader is considered unloaded when, in the case
of a percussion cap rifle or shotgun, the percus-
sion cap has been removed from the nipple; in
the case of a flintlock, when the powder is
removed from the pan and a boot or cover made
of nonmetallic material is placed over the frizzen.

• Hunters using or possessing any shotgun slug
in the field during the deer seasons must have a
shotgun with adjustable open iron or peep sights
or a scope affixed to the shotgun.

• Telescopic sights of any magnification (scope
power) are permitted for deer hunting on all
firearms, including muzzleloader rifles and
smoothbore muzzleloader shotguns. No permits
are required for telescopic sights.

• Shotgun shells containing single spherical
projectiles referred to as pumpkin balls are
prohibited.

Season(s)

Fall bow
Permit bow
Winter bow

Permit muzzleloader

Six-day firearm

Permit shotgun

Weapon
Type

Bow—long, recurve or
compound

Muzzleloader–rifle or
smoothbore, single-barrel,
single-shot. Flintlock,
percussion and in-line
ignitions permitted. Double-
barrel firearms prohibited

Shotgun–single or double
barrel, rifled bore or
smoothbore

Muzzleloader–single-shot,
single barrel rifle OR single
or double-barrel smooth-
bore shotgun. Flintlock,
percussion and in-line
ignitions permitted

Shotgun–single or double
barrel, rifled bore or
smoothbore

Muzzleloader–single or
double-barrel smoothbores
only (no rifles). Flintlock,
percussion and in-line
ignitions permitted

Gauge, Caliber 
or Weight

35 pounds pull at archer’s
draw length (long and
recurve bows) or peak
weight (compound bow)

Rifle–not less than .44
caliber
Smoothbore–not smaller
than 20 gauge and not larger
than 10 gauge

Not smaller than 20 gauge
and not larger than 10
gauge, capable of holding no
more than three shells

Muzzleloading rifle–single
shot not less than .44
caliber
Smoothbore–single or
double-barrel not smaller
than 20 gauge and not larger
than 10 gauge

Not smaller than 20 gauge
and not larger than 10
gauge, capable of holding 
no more than three shells

Not smaller than 20 gauge
and not larger than 10 gauge

Projectile(s)

Arrows must be fitted with a
well-sharpened metal broad-
head with a minimum width
of 3/4"

Must be loaded with a single
projectile only

Slugs–lead, lead alloy or
copper rifled slug or
sabotted slug
Buck shot–sizes not smaller
than #4 (0.24") nor larger
than #000 (0.36")

Muzzleloading rifle–single
projectile
Smoothbore–buck shot not
smaller than #4 (0.24") nor
larger than #000 (0.36")

Slugs–lead, lead alloy or
copper rifled slug or sabot
slug
Buck shot–sizes not smaller
than #4 (0.24") nor larger
than #000 (0.36")

Buck shot–sizes not smaller
than #4 (0.24") nor larger
than #000 (0.36")

Firearm sights;
Bow releases

Hand-held release devices
are permitted

Telescopic sights permitted

Shotgun must have an
adjustable open iron or peep
sight or a scope affixed if
hunter is hunting with or in
possession of slugs

Telescopic sights permitted

Shotgun must have an
adjustable open iron or peep
sight or a scope affixed if
hunter is hunting with or in
possession of slugs

Firearms, Bows and Ammunition Legal for Deer Hunting:

(continued on page 22)



After checking your deer—
Possession/Sale

• Metal possession seals (affixed to deer at check
stations) must be kept until all venison is
consumed and as long as you keep any part or
parts, including antlers, are kept. Persons with
deer mounts should write their name, legal
possession seal number, date of kill, and season
of harvest on back of the mounting plate for
future reference.

• It is illegal to sell deer meat, deer antlers or any
part of a deer except deer hides. However, non-
profit organizations conducting wild game din-
ners for social and fundraising events may offer
game or furbearer meat (the sale of which is oth-
erwise prohibited) provided that the meat had
been harvested, stored and processed in accor-
dance with applicable laws and regulations.

Spotlighting
• Spotlighting deer during hours of darkness from

a vehicle is illegal while in possession of a
weapon capable of killing deer, whether the
weapon is cased or uncased or in a locked
compartment. This does not apply to the regular
use of headlights when traveling in a normal
manner on public or private roads.

REGULATIONS
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Tagging Requirements
• Hunters taking an antlered deer must have an

Antlered Buck Stub from their current and valid
hunting license and must immediately detach,
date and initial the buck stub valid for that season
in which the antlered deer is harvested. All har-
vested deer shall be tagged immediately with a
completely filled in “transportation tag” and shall
be transported directly to the closest deer check
station before 8:00 p.m. EDT or EST, whichever
is in effect during the Fall Bow Season and
before 7:00 p.m. EST during all other seasons. 

• Upon checking the deer, the transportation tag,
and buck stub if applicable, must be surrendered
to the check station operator. 

• Transportation tags from 2004 permits ARE
VALID for the entire length of the permit
bow, muzzleloader or shotgun seasons,
including January and February 2005, if the
zone specified on the original permit is open
for hunting during these dates. Do NOT use
the buck stub from your 2005 firearm license in
January or February!

• ALL Supplemental Deer Transportation Tags
are valid immediately for taking another deer
on the day of issuance.

After Harvesting a Deer:
Mandatory Deer Check
Requirement

1. Tag your deer—Complete all requested infor-
mation in ink. Deer transportation tags must be
completed, detached from license or permit,
and securely attached to the deer immediately
after it has been killed.

2. Upon killing an antlered buck, hunters must
immediately date, initial and detach the
antlered buck stub valid for that season from
their 2004 license and attach the stub to the
deer along with the transportation tag. Do NOT
use the buck stub from your 2005 firearm
license in January or February!

3. All hunters are required to register harvested
deer. Bring your deer to the official deer check
station (see page 44) closest to where you
harvested the deer. While deer must be open to
view at all times when being transported (even
after registration at a deer check station), be
discrete when transporting deer to
and from a check station, butcher or taxidermist. 

4. Deer must be taken by the person who killed
the deer, on the day killed, to the closest deer
check station by 8:00 p.m. EDT during the reg-
ular Fall Bow Season, and by 7:00 p.m. EST
during all other seasons. The transportation tag,
and buck stub if applicable, must be surrendered
to the check station operator. Personnel at the
check station will attach a legal, metal possession
seal to the deer, and, if applicable, will issue a
New Jersey Supplemental Transportation Tag
for the harvest of another deer. 

5. Remember: Bring your hunting license and
applicable deer season permit to the deer 
check station.

• While deer hunting with a shotgun, it is illegal
to have in possession any ammunition not
authorized for deer hunting.

• Only one muzzleloading rifle or smoothbore
muzzleloader may be in possession while deer
hunting.

• Only black powder or black powder equiva-
lents, including Clean Shot, GOEX Clear Shot
and Pyrodex, may be used with a muzzleloading
firearm when engaged in hunting. Modern
smokeless powder is strictly prohibited while
hunting game with a muzzleloading firearm. 

• Special Area Deer Management Zones may
have regulations that differ from the statewide
regulations. See page 35 for details.

Baiting Regulation
• Baiting is allowed for deer hunting. Hunters

may hunt for deer while in a tree, on the ground,
or in a structure and from any height and any
distance from the bait pile. Hunters should
check with the landowner or administrative
agency before placing bait on their hunting area
as baiting is not allowed on properties such as
national wildlife refuges.

Decoys and Electronic Devices
• Persons may hunt with the aid of deer decoys

statewide in those zones open for deer hunt-
ing during the Fall Bow, Permit Bow and
Winter Bow Seasons only. When carrying or
moving deer decoys for the purpose of hunting,
persons must wear a fluorescent orange hat or
other garment consisting of at least 200 square
inches of fluorescent orange material, which
shall be visible from all sides as currently
required for firearm deer hunting.

• It is unlawful to hunt for deer with the aid of an
electronic calling device or any device, that
casts a beam of light upon the deer.

Bag Limits
• Properly licensed hunters are limited to taking

one antlered buck per season (regardless of the
number of permits purchased) during the Fall
Bow, Permit Bow, Permit Muzzleloader, Permit
Shotgun and Winter Bow seasons. Two antlered
bucks may be taken during the Six-Day  Firearm
season. Exception: If two antlered bucks are
taken during the Six-Day Firearm  season, the
antlered buck bag limit for Permit Shotgun is
zero. HUNTER’S CHOICE: take two antlered
bucks during Six-Day Firearm, or one antlered
buck during Six-Day Firearm and one antlered
buck during Permit Shotgun. The antlerless bag
limit for these seasons will include one, two or
unlimited depending on the zone and season.
The bag limit for Six-Day Firearm remains at
two antlered bucks.

• Two deer may be taken at a time in Zones 5, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 25, 36, 38, 39,
40, 41, 42, 48, 49, 50, 51, 54, 64 and 66 during
the Permit Muzzleloader and Permit Shotgun
seasons, respectively (in those zones open for
those seasons), until the season concludes.

What should be done when a deer is recov-
ered too late to register at a check station?

1. Go home and immediately call the nearest
NJ Fish & Wildlife Law Enforcement
Office.
For deer harvested in these counties:
Bergen Morris Union
Essex Passaic Warren
Hunterdon Somerset
Hudson Sussex
Call the Northern Region Law
Enforcement Office at (908) 735-8240.
For deer harvested in these counties:
Burlington Monmouth
Mercer Ocean
Middlesex
Call the Central Region Law Enforcement
Office at (609) 259-2120
For deer harvested in these counties:
Atlantic Cumberland
Camden Gloucester
Cape May Salem
Call the Southern Region Law
Enforcement Office at (856) 629-0555

2. Leave a message on the recorder with your
name, phone number, hunting license number
and state from which deer management zone
the deer was taken.

3. Check your deer the following morning at
the closest deer check station to your home.
If weather conditions necessitate butchering
the deer immediately, you must bring the
head and hide to be checked the next day.

Deer Hunting Regulations
(continued from page 21)



New York
LAND AND CAMPS FOR SPORTSMEN

WE FINANCE - LOWEST RATES & PAYMENTS

NY’s Premium Land Company for over 15 years
Locally owned and operated

Staff includes top quality foresters, wildlife and land experts

ADIRONDACK CATSKILL LAND COMPANY
A Christmas & Associates Company
Licensed Real Estate Broker / Owner

CALL 1-800-229-7843
or visit us at

www.landandcamps.com

A Good Weekend Successful Food Plots

“Poachers Style Cabin”“Classic Adirondack Camp”

5 ACRES - NEW RUSTIC CABIN - $24,900

FREE LIST: OVER 100 New Tracts
5 -100 acres STARTING at $10,9000

CABIN PACKAGES
You choose site - We build it!

Hand-Crafted, Native Adirondack Materials

Wrap Around Camp



The Perfect
Deer Feed!

PLUS…
most sweet
potatoes are
too large
and heavy
for a squirrel to remove.

Deer love sweet potatoes!

Sweet potatoes, a locally available 
feed source that is economical,

nutritious and very popular with deer.
Buy direct from the farmer!

For more information, and local
sources of New Jersey sweet potato
farmers offering deer feed, contact:
The New Jersey Sweet Potato Industry
Commission at: 609-292-8854
c/o Bill Walker.

Carhartt • Benelli • Knight • Mathews

Hoyt USA • Stoeger • PSE • Browning
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The Sportsmen’s Paradise

Tip’s
Hardware

Tip’s
Hardware

Hunting Supplies • Gun Safes • Parker Duck Boat Paint 
Tree Stands • Scents  • Calls • Decoys  • Live & Frozen Bait

NJ License Agent • NJ Deer & Turkey Check Station
— GIFT CARDS —

WE BUY & SELL USED GUNS

www.tipshardware.com

218 Main St. (609) 296-3192
Rt. 9, West Creek Open 7 Days

COMPLETE ARCHERY
PRO SHOP

FULL LINE OF
ARCHERY SUPPLIES

Laser Tuning • Custom Arrows

COMPLETE ARCHERY
PRO SHOP

FULL LINE OF
ARCHERY SUPPLIES

HUNTING • FISHING • ARCHERY
AMMO • BAIT • CLOTHING • FOOTWEAR

MOORE PAINTS • MARINE SUPPLIES

Winchester–Browning–Remington–Mossberg–Beretta–Nikon
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Marlin–Bench Made–Kimber–Ruger–Hoyt USA–Benelli–Spyderco

Since
1909

We Sell NJ & PA

Hunting & Fishing

Licenses & State &

Federal Duck Stamps

FREE!

Get your FREE
EFINGER

6 Function 
Mini-Screwdriver
with Velcro-close 

Belt Sheath

OFFER EXPIRES 2/28/05
Coupon must be presented

to redeem.
Limit one per customer

*****No Fee*****
Bow & Firearm
Buck Contests

Come In and Sign Up

NJ’s LARGEST Sporting Goods Store
513 West Union Ave. (P.O. Box 2003) Bound Brook, NJ

Ph: 732-356-0604 Fx: 732-805-9860
Hours: M–F 9–9, Sat. 9–5:30, Sun. 11–5

AMEX • VISA
MC • DEBIT

Gunsmith
On Premises

Fly Fishing
Salt Water

Fresh Water

Racks of
Camo

Clothing

Camping
Kayaks

Backpacks

Firearms
Bought &

Consigned

Paintball
Dept.

Archery
Department

Black Powder
Department

$799 Value



WILDLIFE PRESERVATIONS
T A X I D E R M Y

“We’ve mastered the unique, and specialize in the impossible!”

George Dante • 973-790-1515
Totowa & Toms River, NJ

• Artistic Composition
• Exceptional Detail
• Unparalleled Accuracy

“Come see for
yourself, why

your friends use
us, and your
taxidermist

hates us!”

• NJ’s Only
National
Award of
Excellence
winner.

• NJ’s only NTA 
Certified
Judge.

• NJ’s only studio of artisans
accredited with over 400
awards from regional to
world competitions.

SOUTH JERSEY
SHOOTING CLUB

The South Jersey
Shooting Club

is a facility dedicated
to the sport of shoot-
ing. It is made up of
four firing ranges:
25 yd. handgun and
small caliber rifle,
50 yards for pistol,
rifle, plinking, shot-
gun patterning. The100 yd. and 300 yd. ranges are for high-power
marksmen training. There is a field archery course built to the
specifications of the National Field Archery Association.

The club is in the Pinelands of Winslow Township on Piney
Hollow Road. The facility is a perfect place for a family to enjoy 
the great sports of target shooting and bow & arrow. It’s a place to
introduce kids to the safe handling of firearms and to gain respect 
for such sporting arms.

It is easy to become a part of the Club. Fill out an application, pay
the annual dues, then attend an hour safety orientation. The club allows
guests for a small fee. 

The Club promises to be a place to spend weekends with people
who share an interest in guns, hunting, and the outdoors. There will 
be competition shooting matches, NRA youth training and hunting
safety courses. 

Everyone is invited to tour the grounds. SJS is open 7 days a week
from 8 a.m. until dusk and 9 a.m. on Sundays. For membership infor-
mation, call (609) 704.9500.

ADVERTISEMENT

Deer shot on a preserve are not eligible for Boone & Crocket,
Pope & Young or New Jersey’s Outstanding Deer Programs.


