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ew Jersey’s anglers and
hunters arein the
spotlight as never before.
Governor McGreevey's
Highlandsinitiative will
permanently protect critical habitat for game species
and the headwaters of some of New Jersey’s most
important col dwater fisheries. Tough new stormwater
ruleswill put a 300-foot buffer between the state's
high-quality waters, including dozens of prized
trout streams, and any new devel opment. Targeted
acquisitions through the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) Green Acres
program are expanding the lands available to the
sporting public for hunting and fishing. Mandated
cutsin mercury emissions from power plants and
incinerators promise aday when future generations
of anglerswill have fewer fish advisories. And the
Governor's efforts to strengthen long-neglected
functions of DEP's Fish and Wildlife Division,
particularly through rebuilding the fisheries stock
assessment program, are restoring New Jersey’s
leadership in fish and wildlife management.
Despite this remarkable mid-term record of
accomplishment, the sporting community seems
more peeved than pleased these days—mostly
because of controversy surrounding the bear hunt.
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Director’s
Message

ﬁ i i By Marty McHugh

hisyear marksthe

implementation of the
Delaware Bay Initiative
(Initiative), a habitat
restoration and management cooperative program
that could prove to be one of the largest boosts to
wildlife biodiversity ever provided by any branch
of New Jersey state government. In May of 2004,
thefirst project completed under the Delaware
Bay Initiative was dedicated at the Heidlerville
Wildlife Management Area (WMA). During the
dedication it became apparent how valuable this
habitat management effort will be to biodiversity
on the bay when a pair of foraging bald eagles,
numerous herons and egrets, colonial waterbirds,
sandpipers, willets, ospreys, yellow legged
plovers, black ducks, Canada geese, mute swans,
mallards and even apair of pintails were observed
using the newly created habitat.

Through the installation of three new water
control structures within the Heidlerville WMA,
the Department of Environmental Protection’s
Division of Fish & Wildlife began this Delaware
Bay Initiative project with new, adaptive
management abilities for the existing water
impoundments. Here, the control structures will
permit Fish & Wildlife to adjust water levelsin the
impoundments to optimize their use by awide
diversity of wildlife speciesat critical periods of
need throughout the year.

The recent completion of the Heidlerville
WMA project demonstrated the importance of

(continued on page 8)

Commiissioner’s Message
By Bradley M. Campbell

A year ago, | supported and oversaw the first
bear hunt in the state in 30 years. The Fish and
Game Council had approved a hunt in 2000, but
quickly gavein to public opposition and political
arm-twisting at that time and canceled the hunt. In
supporting last year's hunt, and weathering a
storm of public controversy and criticism at least
asgreat asin 2000, | based my decision on the
strength of the data suggesting that the black bear
popul ation exceeded 3000 or more, and on the
potential risk to public safety suggested by the
increasing numbers of risky bear-human inter-
actions. | also made clear that our management
strategy would not rely exclusively on the hunt,
which our bear biologists have said will not reduce
the overall population. | made clear that | would
look at the issue on ayear-by-year basis.

Notably, the hard data gathered by the hunt
suggest a statewide black bear population half as
large as that projected in 2003, as documented by
the relatively high number of tagged bearsin the
harvest. Risky incidentsinvolving black bearsin
our communities are down. Given the significant
attention and resources consumed by the hunt and
its attendant controversy, other elements of our
management strategy had to wait. Based on these
facts and the need to honor the public commitment
made to management measures other than hunt-
ing, | asked the Fish and Game Council not to
authorize the hunt thisyear. My request did not
take the form of back-room political arm-twisting,
but a public presentation and supporting letter
before the Council in which | outlined the data and
reasoning supporting my position, based primarily
on the superb work of our Division’swildlife biol-
ogists. Without any response to my position on the
merits, the Council reflexively voted to reautho-
rize the bear hunt in 2004. So much for the
Council’s commitment to sound data and science.

| regret being at odds with the Council,, but |
have no intention of relenting on theissue. By
disregarding the principles | articulated in
supporting the 2003 hunt, the Council is putting
the broader interests of New Jersey’s hunters and
anglersat risk. The Council’sdefianceisduein
part to the composition of the Council, which by
law has only one seat designated for a person with
scientific training, and in part to the absence of
any check on the Council’s seemingly absolute
authority over the game code.

Unfortunately, the Council’s stance has
spawned legidative proposalsto right this balance
that go much too far in the opposite direction and
that threaten to eliminate the use of hunting to
control wildlife populations that may have few, if
any natural predators. As one who believes that
hunting has an important role in wildlife manage-
ment and in the sporting traditions of this state, |
cannot support these proposals. But the Council’s
failureto join mein abalanced approach to the
issue of bear management is giving these

(continued on page 8)
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LICENSE INFORMATION

Hunting & Trapping Licenses

Deer Permits are valid for the 2004-2005 hunting season.
New Jersey sporting licenses are valid for the calendar year.

Il persons hunting or trapping must be
properly licensed. It is unlawful for any
person age 10 or older to hunt without a hunting

license. Itisunlawful for any person age 12 or older
i form from their Web site at www.atf .treas.gov. :
Non-Resident Servicemen Licenses Any person
i onactive duty in the armed services may buy a :
: resident hunting license upon presenting a previ-

to trap without a trapping license. See below for

youth license information. All hunters and trappers :

must openly display their license or permit on
their outer clothing and must show their license to

any police officer or any person requesting to seeit.
i of the appropriate type or proof of successfully

Licenses and stamps may be purchased from

participating county or municipal clerks licenseagents
i courseto the agent.
i One-day License A one-day license may be

and selected Division of Fish and Wildlife offices.
Farmer License Exemption A farmer and the

immediate members of the family who also reside
i shooting preserve. Thislicense may be obtained at :

: the shooting preserve and is valid only on the day

on the farm may hunt, trap and fish on the farm
without being licensed or possessing avalid rifle

permit (afarm is defined asan areaof at least five : :
¢ license. Hunter Education requirements still apply. :

: Resident Licenses Resident licenses may be
i purchased if one hasresided in the state for six

acres and having gross income of at least $500,
and tax assessed as farmland).
This exemption does not apply to atenant or

employee who is not an immediate family member.
i Revocation of Licenses Anyone convicted of a
i second fish and game violation within a period of

Also: See Farmer Deer Permits section.
Hunter & Trapper Education Requirements

New Jersey requires that anyone applying to hunt :
i fishing privileges revoked for two years. Certain
: violations carry greater periods of revocation,
¢ ranging from three years o lifetime revocation.
¢ Two convictions of any Wildlife Management
i Arearegulation resultsin afive year revocation.
: Two convictions of the following will result in
¢ lifetime revocation: safety zone violation, causing
i damageto real or personal property and negligent :
¢ use of afirearm or bow. The Division may revoke
¢ any permit or other authorization issued for
i violation or due cause.
i Social Security Numberson Licenses Public
i Law 1998c1 “The Child Support Program
i Improvement Act” requires that the Division of
: Fish and Wildlife collect and maintain arecord of
i Socia Security numbers whenever alicense or

; ; i permitissold. Thevisible display of the Social
Lost Licenses Lost licenses can be replaced a al : Security number on thelicenseis not required
i and thereforeit isthe official policy of the
i Division that the holder of the license may black
¢ out their Social Security number once the license
i has been purchased. No other changes may be
: . : madeto thelicense.
enforcement office, the Trenton office, or Pequest. G0 e Gl NE e
¢ Seeyouth hunting opportunities, pages 70-71.
i Properly licensed youth hunters ages 10-13 may
: hunt only when accompanied by a properly
i licensed adult age 21 or older. Youths, 15 years of
i ageand under, are able to hunt, fish, and trap for

Military/Veteran Affairs, 101 Eggert Crossing Rd., MCSPIIe e MG 20 Ela L

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648, Attn: 1st Sgt. Turrien, or a hunter education course should have received

i their new Youth Firearm or Youth Bow and Arrow
: license. TheYouth Firearm or Bow and Arrow :
i Licenseisvalid from time of issuance until end
i of theyear that he or she turns 16. Resident and
 nonresident youths who have not received their

o . = > ) license can obtain licenses by calling Fish &
immigrant aliens who temporarily import firearms :

with a shotgun, rifle or bow show apreviousresi-
dent license of the appropriate type from this or
any state, or a course completion card from the
appropriate hunter education course.

The New Jersey Hunter Education course
isnow offered as a home study video-based
program. Students can obtain course materials at
most license agents and Division field offices.
After completing an extensive homework
assignment, the student may choose from alist of
testing facilities and dates to complete their
Hunter Education course. More details on the
program, including course material availability,
facility locations and dates, go to Fish and
Wildlife's Web site www.njfishandwildlife.com
or call (877) 2HUNTNJ.

Division regional offices, the Trenton office and
the Pequest Natural Resource Education Center.
To replace alost license, either mail or hand
deliver the carbon copy issued with the license
along with a$2 check to any Division law

Duplicate stamps will not be issued, but may be
purchased separately.

National Guard Licenses Eligible National
Guard personnel are entitled to free licenses,
permits, and stamps. Further information can be
obtained by writing to: NJ Department of

call (609) 530-6866.

Non-Resident Licenses Non-residents must
show either aresident license from their state or
proof of successfully completing an appropriate
hunter education course, in order to obtain a
license to hunt or trap in New Jersey. Non-

to the United States must first obtain a Form 6

4 2004 Hunting Issue

¢ Import Permit from the Bureau of Alcohoal,
i Tobacco and Firearms (ATF). The approval may
: take up to 12 weeks. Contact ATF's Explosives

Imports Branch at (202) 927-8320 or download a

ousresident license (from this or any other state)

completing the appropriate hunter education

issued for hunting on alicensed commercial

issued for the species covered by the preserve’'s

months immediately prior to application.

five yearswill have their New Jersey hunting and

Education course. Youth hunters who have passed

Wildlife's Pequest, Trenton, Northern, Central

i or Southern region offices.

Disabled Veteran’s
~ Licenses, Stamps
and Permits

Free hunting and fishing licenses,
stamps and permits are available for
resident disabled veterans.

or the purposes of this program, the legislation
i I defines Disabled Veterans as: “...any resident
: of New Jersey who has been honorably discharged
i or released under honorable circumstances from

i active service from any branch of the Armed

i Forces of the United States and who has been

: declared by the United States Department of

i Veteran Affairs, or its successor, to have a

i service-connected disability of any degree...”

: Disabled Veteran hunting licenses are

i available at the Division’s Trenton office, aswell

i as selected Division field offices. For questions,
 call (609) 292-2965.

Disabled Veterans are entitled to one free

i permit for the Permit Bow Season, and onefree
i firearm permit (your choice), for either the

i Permit Shotgun or the Permit M uzzleloader

: Seasons. Disabled Veterans cannot receive free

i permits at license agents. These free permits can

i only be obtained through the Division. To ensure

: inclusion on our database, Disabled Veterans are

¢ encouraged to apply for free deer permits by mail

i using the special Disabled Veteran application (see
i below). In the event that the deadline is missed,

: Disabled Veterans may obtain their free permits at
¢ selected Division offices.

: Disabled Veteran Applicants:

: 1. Documentation of current benefits for a

i service-connected disability and proof
of honorable discharge (such as a copy of
your DD-214, VA card or monthly check stub)
must be presented to obtain afree disabled
veteran license.

i 2. Applicant must provide a hunter education

i course (archery, shotgun or rifle) certificate
applicableto the license for which he or sheis
applying or previously issued resident archery
or firearm license or rifle permit. Resident
licenses from other statesissued to hunters
prior to establishing residency in New Jersey
will be accepted if the license indicates the
sporting arm for which it was valid. Non-
resident licenses from other states are
not acceptable.

i 3. To obtain the free Disabled Veteran deer

i permitsone must first have a Disabled Veteran
i hunting license.

i 4, Those applying for free deer permits must fill
i out one 2004 Disabled Veteran Deer Permit
Application. Applications will be sent to all
Disabled Veterans who are currently listed in
our database. If he or she does not receive an
application, one can be obtained at selected
Division offices, on the Division Web site
(www.njfishandwildlife.com ) or by calling

(continued on page 5)
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PERMITS & STAMPS

2004-2005 Hunting Permits and Stamps

Per mits

Beaver & Otter Permits
 Trapping allowed by specia permit only.

» Applications and additional information will be from our Web site, www.njfishandwildlife.com

available beginning Sept. 30 on the Division’s

Web site (www.njfishandwildlife.com)

and at Division offices.

Application period is Oct. 15-Nov. 15.

« Leftover permits will be made available
over-the-counter. During the week of Dec. 6,
2004 check the Web site or call the permit
hotline at (609) 292-9192, to learn if and when
those sales will take place.

 Seetrapping regulations, page 54.

Black Bear Hunting Per mits

A total of 10,000 special black bear hunting
permitswill be available to properly licensed
firearm hunters who successfully complete a
mandatory black bear hunting seminar. Black
bear permit applications will be available at
Division offices, license agents and on our
Web site at www.fishandwildlife.com. Review
your completed application carefully before
submitting. Permits are free, however
applications must be postmarked no later
than Sept. 30, 2004. Apply early.

If more than 10,000 applications are received, 5

arandom lottery will be conducted. Applicants
who must attend a 2004 black bear hunting semi-
nar will receive notification of their seminar date

be issued at the seminar’s conclusion. Applicants
who are not required to attend a seminar will

Should alottery be conducted, notifications of
non-selection will also be mailed by Nov. 19.
Hunters are encouraged to call the Permit

the permit process or the bear hunt. The hotline

messagewill be updated only if information changes.

Black bear hunting permits are not
transferable and must be in the possession of the
hunter while hunting black bear. Hunters are
limited to one black bear hunting permit.

Captive Wildlife Permits
The possession, ownership and release of

Disabled Veteran’s Licenses,
Stamps & Permits
(continued from page 4)

(609) 292-2965. Do not complete the regular
application found in this Digest.

5. Disabled Veteran applicationswill be accepted

for all zones that are open for deer hunting;

and zonesthat still have alottery system.
Disabled Veterans may purchase additional
permits at the regular price of $28.

Using a Disabled Veteran Permit Application
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i wildlifeisregulated and only for limited purposes. :
Information and applications may be obtained :
: by calling: :

Nongame and Exotics—(609) 292-9591

Game birds and Mammals—(609) 984-6211 or  Spring and fall n applications are made

Coyote, Red and Gray Fox Hunting Per mits
i« Permitsarerequired to hunt coyote, red or gray

fox from Feb. 1-21, 2005.

 Application period: Oct. 15-Nov. 15.
i » Toapply, send a$2 application fee and

a3 x 5-inch index card with your name,
mailing address, date of birth and evening
telephone number.

Write “ Special February Coyote/Fox Season”
on bottom of index card.

Application fee must be in the form of acheck
or money order payable to “NJ Division of
Fish & Wildlife’

Mail the fee and index card to: NJDivision of

Trenton, NJ 08625-0003.

Permitswill also be made available at Division
offices beginning Jan. 17, 2005.

See coyote and fox hunting regulations, pages
50 and 52.

i Deer Road-Kill Permits ;
Deer accidently killed by motor vehiclesmay
i be possessed for private consumption only by '
i obtaining a free permit from the local police

: department or from a Division regional law :
beginning the week of Oct. 18, 2004; permits will enforcement office. The permit only authorizesthe !
i possession of the meat for consumption and is :
i good only for 90 days. The possession of all other :
: . . . : parts, such as antlers, under terms of this permit, :
receive their permit by mail before Nov. 19, 2004. | are expressly prohibited, Wrapped packages of the |
i venison must be labeled with the permit number.

f Deer Season Permits
Hotlineat (609) 292-9192 for recorded updates about

» Permits are required during the Permit Bow,

Permit Muzzlel oader and Permit Shotgun Seasons.
* Permits may be purchased either at participating :

license agents or through amail-in lottery,
depending on the zone. See page 9 for details.

: « Permitsarevalid only for the season and zone
i indicated, are non-transferable and non-refundable.
i * For the mail-in lottery, permit applications

must be postmarked by Aug. 31.

i Falconry Permits

Hunting with raptors (birds of prey) isalowed

i only with aFalconry Permit and a hunting license.
i Seethesection onfalconry for hunting rules, page 15. :
P ) i o Farmer Permits are available ONLY through the
¢ Rifle Permits :

A validrifle permit isrequired for coyote, deer,
i sguirrel and woodchuck hunting with a muzzle-
i loading rifle; raccoon and opossum hunting with a :
.22 caliber rifle; and for dispatching trapped animals :
: other than muskrat with a.22 caliber rifle. Initial
e ; ¢ rifle permit applicants must be at least 10 years
thisincludes zones sold only a license agents i old and have successfully completed arifle hunter
i education course. Applications for rifle permits

i may be obtained at the Division’s Trenton Office

i or our Web site. Rifle permitsfor 10 to 17 years

] | / ¢ oldswill bevalid only for muzzleloaders. No
doesnot give the applicant preferencein thelottery. :

persons under 18 years old may hunt with
centerfire or rimfirerifles.

Turkey Hunting Permits, General

» Hunting by permit only. See also page 55.

simultaneously on one application.

» Applications are located in the 2005 Wild

Turkey Hunting Season permit supplement,
availablein late January/early February at
Division offices, on our Web site and at
participating license agents.

: « Applications must be postmarked between

Jan. 22 and Feb. 22.

Turkey Permits, Fall Season
i o At presstime, the 2004 Fall Turkey Permit

Lottery has not been completed.

* Tentative date: Monday, Sept. 27, 2004, has

been scheduled for over-the-counter sale of
leftover permits, if available.

Fish & Wildlife, Coyote Permits, PO. Box 003, ; * Check theWebsite or cal the 24-hour

automated Permit Hotline at (609) 292-9192 for
more detailed information.

Permitsfor Farmers

Deer Season
« Approved farmers are eligible for one free bow,

shotgun and muzzleloader permit for the
applicable deer management zone.

Farmers may submit only one application.
Preferred farmer application period:

June 1-Aug. 31.

For al applications received after Oct. 1, the
Division cannot guarantee that permitswill be
received in time for opening day.

Farmers on our database were sent applications
in early June.

To ensure inclusion in our database, farmers
are strongly urged to submit completed
applications early.

There are two types of farmer permits,
occupant and non-occupant. Applicants may
decide for which permit it is easiest to qualify.

* For Farmer Deer Permits only a qualified

farmer or the spouseor children of that
farmer whoresidein thefarmer’shousehold,
are eligible to apply for occupant and
non-occupant farmer deer permits.

» Farmer Permits are contingent upon approval by

the Division’s Bureau of Law Enforcement.

» Farmers may aso apply for (or purchase at

license agents) regular deer permitsin addition
to the free farmer permits.

Division's Trenton Office.
Occupant Farmer Deer Permits

P Applicant must be the owner, leasee or

immediate family (spouse and children only)
who actually reside on the farm property.

* Must have at |east five acres of land tax-assessed

asfarmland.

: « Occupant permits are valid only on the farm

property where the applicant resides.

(continued on page 6)
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2004-2005 Hunting Permits and Stamps

(continued from page 5)

Non-Occupant Farmer Deer Permits

» Applicants are not required to live on the
farm property.

e Farmer(s) and their immediate family members
(spouse and children only) may qualify, upto a
total of five people.

is tax-assessed as farmland.

Woodlots do not qualify.

If applying to hunt leased farmland, a copy of

all leases authorizing the agricultural and

hunting uses of the land must be attached to
the application.

» Non-occupant permits are valid in the entire
zone for which the permit was applied.

» An applicant who lives on afarm and actively
tills at least 30 acres may apply either asan
occupant or anon-occupant.

Farmer Turkey Permits

 Qualified farmers may apply only if their land is
: loss of index or middle finger on the hand used to

in aturkey hunting area open to hunting.

both the entire spring and fall seasonsif they
apply for both permits on their Farmer Turkey
Permit Application.

Applicationswill be made available at Division
offices, the Division Web site, county
agricultural agents and from conservation
officers throughout the state.

farmer and immediate family who reside on
the farm.

For the purpose of Farmer Turkey Permits
“immediate family” includes the spouse,
child, stepchild, stepparent, legal guardian,
mother-in-law, father-in-law, son-in-law,

daughter-in-law, grandparent, great grandparent,

brother, sister, stepsister, stepbrother,
brother-in-law and sister-in-law of the farm
owner or lessee who resides thereon.
Application period is Jan. 22—Feb. 22. Farmers
whose applications are received after Feb. 22
cannot be guaranteed that their permitswill
arrive by opening day.

Permitsfor Hunterswith
Disabling Conditions

Permitsfor Physically Challenged Hunters

A permit for certain physically challenged
persons may beissued to use alternative
methods/equipment for taking game during the
prescribed seasons. The application period is
Jan. 1to Aug. 31 of each year.

Permitsto Shoot from a Standing Vehicle

hunters who have a permanent or irreversible
physical disahility that limits their ambulatory

ability, suffer from cardiovascular disease and are
i New Jer sey Water fowl Stamp

classified as Class 3 or 4 heart patients according
to American Heart Association standards, or
suffer from chronic lung disease. This permit will
be issued if the need is certified by alicensed
physician or chiropractor.

Individuals hunting with a permit to hunt or

6 2004 Hunting Issue

Approved farmers will receive a permit valid for
i loss of function or range of motion in one or both

i arms, one or both hands, or one or both shoulders;
i or suffer from cardiovascular disease and are

i designated asa Class 3 or 4 heart patient

i according to the American Heart Association

i standards. These permitswill only beissued if the
: need iscertified by alicensed physician.

Farmer Turkey permits are available only tothe :

: shoot from amotor vehicle must mark the vehicle
i being used for the purpose of hunting either with

i handicapped license platesissued by the Division
: of Motor Vehicles or by displaying the sign,

¢ provided by Fish and Wildlife, in the rear window
i of the vehicle being used.

 Must actively till at least 30 acres of land which .
: Bow Use Permit

A special bow use permit may be issued to

¢ disabled hunters who cannot use a conventional

i bow as described in the Game Code. This permit

¢ will allow the ateration of along bow, recurved

i bow or compound bow with amechanical device

¢ that will enable the archer to draw and cock the

¢ bow at full or partial draw length or in cases of

i demonstrated need, a permit to use a crossbow

i may beissued. Special bow use permit applicants
i must have adisability that meets any one of the

: following criteria: amputation or other loss of one

or both arms above thewrist; an amputation or other

draw and rel ease the bow; permanent, substantial

Information about permits for hunters with

i disabling conditions can be requested in writing

i from the Division’s Trenton Office, Handicapped
i Permits, PO. Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625 or

: downloaded directly from our Web site:

¢ www.njfishandwildlife.com

Stamps

Stamps are not transferable to another person and
i arenot valid unless signed acrossthe face in ink.

Pheasant & Quail Stamp

Anyone aged 16 and over (except 16 year olds

i whose youth license remains valid through the end
¢ of the year in which they turn 16) hunting or

¢ possessing pheasant or quail on the following

i designated Wildlife Management Areas shall have
i in possession a current Pheasant and Quail Stamp

i (free youth hunting licenses include pheasant &

i quail stamp): Assunpink, Berkshire Valley,

¢ Millville, Black River, Clinton, Colliers Mills,

i Dix, Flatbrook, Glassboro, Greenwood Forest,

i Howardsville, Heislerville, Tuckahoe, Mad Horse,
i Manahawkin, Manasquan River, Medford,

i Nantuxent, Peaslee, Pequest, Port Republic,

A permit to shoot or hunt from astanding vehicle : Stafford Forge, Walpack, Whittingham and

that is parked off the road may beissued to licensed : (
i Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area

i and Fort Dix. Pheasant and quail stamps are valid

Winslow. Other designated areas include the

for the calendar year, January—December.

Anyone 16 or older who hunts waterfowl must

i possess aNew Jersey Waterfowl Stamp in addition
i tothe Federal Duck Stamp. Both of these stampsare
: valid for thefiscal year, July 1-June 30. An HIP
¢ number isalso required. See page 11 for details.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

(Application postmark deadline—AUG. 31, 2004)
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Director’s Message
(continued from page 2)

habitat to all species of wildlife. “Build it and they
will come” not only appliesto baseball’sfield of
dreams but also to wildlife on suitable habitat.

Skillful habitat manipulation and creation has
an amazingly positive impact on awide diversity
of fish, game and non-game species while at the
same time providing vast recreational opportuni-
tiesfor birders, anglers, hunters and photogra-
phers. Heiderville's middle impoundment is the
first area of mud flats and “skinny” water (oneto
two inches deep) on the Jersey side of the
Delaware Bay to be managed as such during the
energy-demanding spring shorebird migration.

Providing areas for shorebirds to feed and
gain weight during high tide is a proven strategy
to help these birds maintain energy levels
sufficient to continue their migration. Water
levelsagain will be lowered in thefall by Fish &
Wildlife staff to provide additional feeding areas
for both migratory waterfowl and shorebirds on
their southerly migration.

Heiderville’'swater control structures will
also provide further wildlife protection should an
oil spill occur on Delaware Bay. By drawing down
water levels at the time of a spill, the pollution
can be excluded and safe feeding and resting
habitat created for shorebirds.

The Delaware Bay Initiative was originally
signed in 2001 by New Jersey Division of Fish
& Wildlife along with Ducks Unlimited and
Delaware Fish & Wildlife. Since then the U.S.
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i Fish & Wildlife Service and U.S. Department of

: Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation

¢ Service have joined us as I nitiative partners.

i Numerous branches of federal, state, county and

i local governments also have joined as partnersand
: areparticipating in various ongoing projects.

i These diverse partnerships bring awide range

: of expertise and multiple funding sources, both

i extremely valuablein the design and

: implementation of Initiative projects.

The Heiderville WMA project isjust one

i success story from the Delaware Bay Initiative

i and was made possible by Fish and Wildlife

i partnering with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,

¢ Ducks Unlimited, the New Jersey Wetlands

i Mitigation Council and Fish and Wildlife's

: Weterfowl Stamp Advisory Committee. Ducks

¢ Unlimited played amagjor role in the design and

i delivery of thecutti ng-edgewater control structures.

We will be utilizing adaptive management

! strategies, adjusting to the seasonal or critical

i needs of wildlife using this habitat while

i maintaining recreational access. If you'rein

: thearea, | encourageyou to visit Heiderville

i Wildlife Management Areaand see for yourself
i the diversity of wildlife sharing the land.

Marty McHugh is director
of the Division of Fish & Wildlife. '
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. Commiissioner’s
. Message
(continued from page 2)

¢ proposals new life among legislators who may not
i appreciate the vital role of hunting and fishing in

: the traditions and economy of our state.
Happily, abroad range of hunters and anglers

i acrossthe state have joined mein an open

: dialogue about how to get past thisimmediate

i controversy, to ensure that our wildlife manage-

: ment decisions remain grounded in sound science
i and continue to strengthen the Division's broader
¢ mission of preserving and enhancing biodiversity
{ in New Jersey.

We can bring needed balance and safeguards

¢ to the Fish and Game Council’s authority while

i defending and advancing the recreational

¢ interests of New Jersey’s hunters and anglers. As
i we pursue this goal, | will continue to reach out

i to New Jersey’s many sporting enthusiasts—

¢ from bow hunters to bass fishermen—to make
i sureweget it right.

Bradley M. Campbell is Commissioner
of the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection.
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