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nother freshwater

fishing season is under
way, and al across New
Jersey, anglers are enjoying
the quiet, scenic landscapes
and excellent catching that
make the Garden State
their favorite place to cast afishing line.

At the Department of Environmental
Protection, we are pleased and proud that more
than 300,000 freshwater anglers choose New
Jersey for their freshwater fishing adventures
every year. We recognize that freshwater anglers
not only contribute more than a half-billion dollars
annually to our state economy, you also share
our commitment to protecting New Jersey’s
environment, conserving our natural resources
and fostering better environmental stewardship
among all our residents.

We value our longstanding partnership with
the state’s sportsmen and sportswomen, and we
are working to make freshwater fishing in New
Jersey even better by expanding angler access,
enhancing our fisheries programs and improving
water quality, among other initiatives.

Last September, we announced the
preservation of the final remaining open space
parcel adjacent to the Malibu Beach Wildlife
Management Areain Egg Harbor Township,
Atlantic County, and will manageit as part of the
wildlife area. The preservation of thisMalibu
Beach parcel will protect threatened species
habitat, restore vulnerable wetlands and expand
public access to fishing waters. The property
acquisition also will offer additional outdoor
amenities, including enhanced ocean views and
more parking spaces to increase access to the
wildlife management area.

In addition to the Malibu Beach property, we
have acquired more than 40 other propertiesto give
both residents and visitors greater accessto fishing
opportunities. Green Acres funds were used to
purchase permanent easements for access rights
along productive fishing streams that allow the

Director’s Message

ery year, sales of

hunting and freshwater-
fishing licenses and permits
generate more than $12
million in revenue to
the Department of
Environmental Protection’s
Division of Fish & Wildlife.
Appropriately named, the
Huntersand Anglers Fund is
used to protect and manage
New Jersey’s wildlife resources both on public and
private lands. Activities funded by New Jersey
sportsmen benefit every resident, not only those
who hunt and fish.

Herein New Jersey, the nation’s fifth smallest
state and the most densely populated, open space
preservation isahigh priority. Preserving our open
space helpsto improve the quality of our air and
(continued on page 4)
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public to wade and walk along the streambeds
and banks in key fishing locations. The properties
arelocated in 13 counties throughout the state
and provide fishing access to more than 30
bodies of water.

Along with improving access for anglers, we
have taken steps to improve access for fish. In
July, the DEP signed an agreement with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineersto build afishway to
provide spawning access for migratory fish on the
Batsto River, increasing fishing opportunities for
New Jersey anglers. DEP and the Army Corps are
funding partnersin the construction of afish
ladder that will allow migratory fish such as
alewife, American eel and blueback herring to
migrate upstream and continue their function as
part of theriver ecosystem. Dams have prevented
fish from spawning upstream on the Batsto River
for more than 200 years. The construction of the
fish ladder will enable the fish to bypass the dams
and access eight miles of upstream waters.

Elsewhere in this edition, you can learn about
the excellent fishing adventures that await you
inlocal park ponds throughout New Jersey,
the devel oping muskie fishery at Mercer
County’s Mercer Lake, Pequest Trout Hatchery's
rolein the state’s long history of trout stocking,
and much more.

While anglers often tell us that fishing has
never been better in New Jersey, we also know
you are concerned about water quality. So are we.
That iswhy we have taken landmark action to
protect the sanctity of our water resources by
applying the state’s highest level of water-quality
protection, Category One (C1), to reservoirs,
streams and rivers across the state.

Since 2003, we have applied C1 protection to
nearly 600 miles of waterways and nine reservoirs
totaling 7,865 acres from which four million
people receive some or all of their drinking water.
Previoudly, it was used only to protect healthy,
trout-spawning streams. Today, this specia C1
designation not only safeguards the quality of
specific waterbodies, but also the tributaries that
feed them, ensuring that drinking water is
protected at its source, fish habitats remain
pristine, and discharges from commercial enter-
prises or water-treatment facilities are prohibited.

Earlier thisyear, New Jersey formally adopted
the nation’s toughest water protection measures to
reduce pollution that washes into the state’s
reservoirs, rivers, streams and other waterways
during rainstorms. These new stormwater rules
will go along way toward stopping out-of-control
development from devouring New Jersey’s
dwindling open space and protecting our
drinking water supplies and other precious natural
resources. The rules require 300-foot vegetated
buffers between any new development and water-
ways and reservoirs designated as Category One.

While we point with pride to these recent
achievements, we know that our wealth of natural
resources requires constant vigilance. Aswe go
forward, we will remain focused on implementing
policies and programs that protect our precious
resources, enhance their recreational value and
help preserve the sporting traditions that keep
New Jersey’s economy strong.
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Director’s Message
(continued from page 2)

water, reduce congestion and provides a multitude of recreational activities.
Fish & Wildlife currently oversee more than 290,000 acres of public lands
one third of which were purchased directly through the Hunters and
Anglers Fund. There are more than 60 waterbodies on these public lands
which offer residents and visitors opportunities to enjoy hiking, wildlife
watching, sailing, canoeing and kayaking.

Each year, Fish & Wildlifeis entrusted with the stewardship of nearly
10,000 acres of additional land purchased through the Green Acres
program. Maintenance and enhancement of these lands are funded entirely
by New Jersey sportsmen at an annual cost of more than $3 million. We
manage these lands to protect adiversity of habitats and wildlife species as
well asfor avariety of recreational uses.

In addition to license fees, sportsmen al so provide additional monetary
support through afederal tax on the manufacturing of hunting and fishing
equipment, which generates ailmost $4 million ayear for New Jersey and
funds an array of projects and programs. For the state's aquatic resources,
these dollars assist in key water quality improvements as well as habitat
improvement efforts along critical riparian corridors.

For waterfowl, the funding supports three international studies now
under way to determine important breeding habitat for Atlantic brant,
migratory Canada geese and pintails. Those dollars also are used for staff to
review and minimize impacts to resources from awide array of proposed
land-use projects. As many as 1,000 such projects are reviewed each year.
Funds from the manufacturing tax a so support the Clean Vessel pump-out
stations at marinas, which help make our oceans cleaner for everyone.

This additional funding also supports projects of Fish & Wildlife's
Health and Forensics Office, which isthefirst line of surveillance for
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diseases such asWest Nile virus and rabies. The office also investigates
outbreaks of diseases among wild and exotic animals and works with other
agencies to develop regulations that help prevent the introduction and
spread of diseases.

Organized sportsmen groups initiate and implement a multitude of
projects which benefit avariety of the state’s natural resources. Streams are
monitored for temperature and eroding banks are restabilized and
vegetated on high-quality streams such as the Flatbrook and South Branch
of the Raritan. Through the direct effort of these groups, thousands of acres
of land and critical wetland habitats have been restored to productive
habitats that benefit both game and nongame species.

These sportsmen’s groups also are strong advocates in the fight for
open space, water quality and habitat protection and restoration, and serve
asthe eyes and ears of state biologists, alerting them to any wildlife
concerns or violations they may encounter while afield.

Sportsmen and sportswomen contribute $2.1 billion to the state's
economy every year. Businesses, both large and small, reap economic
benefits from the sporting public’s purchases of gasoline, food, lodging
and sporting equipment.

For over acentury, an average of 250,000 men and women licensed
each year to hunt and fish in New Jersey have invested in protecting,
managing and restoring the state’s natural resources. Their long-standing
commitment has helped to ensure the conservation of New Jersey’s wesalth
of natural resources.

To the sportsmen and sportswomen around our state, | want to say
thank you. | ook forward to continuing our successful partnership in the
years ahead.

Martin J. McHugh
|

OUR MISSION:

To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term
biological, recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.

OUR GOALS:

To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels
and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster
a positive human/wildlife co-existence.

To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for
both present and future generations.

WHERE TO WRITE US
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection,
Division of Fish and Wildlife
P.0. Box 400 e Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
Internet: www.njfishandwildlife.com

New Jersey’s
Accessible Fishing Sites
for People With Disabilities

Visit www.njfishandwildlife.com/sites.ntm

AnAccessible Fishing Siteslist isavailable
to assist anglers whose mobility isimpaired.

All sites are wheel chair-accessible
except for the Musconetcong River
in Morris County, where vehicle access

isto the shoreline.

E.
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2005 Fishing Regulation Highlights

Mark your calendar: Opening day of trout season is April 9, 2005.

nglerswill want to make note of the following changesin thisyear's

freshwater-fishing regulations:

Monksville Reservoir in Passaic County has been dropped from Fish &
Wildlife's trout-stocking program because of poor angler returnsand a
declinein holdover trout. A two-year tagging study, initiated in 2002,
confirmed angler returns of less than two percent on stocked trout. In place
of Monksville, Green Turtle Pond, only afew milesfrom the reservair,
was added as a stocking location. The pond’'s smaller size should provide
better returns and improve trout-angling opportunitiesin the area. Green
Turtle Pond also will replace Shepherd Lake in Passaic County for
winter trout stocking.

Mill Brook in Morris County & so has been dropped from Fish &
Wildlife'slist of trout-stocked waters. This small tributary of the Rockaway
River was stocked in only two locations, providing limited opportunities
for cultured trout. All is not lost, however; anglers still can target the
brook’s naturally produced population of brook and brown trout.

For lake trout this year, the statewide minimum size limit is 15 inches
and the daily creel limit istwo fish. The season is open al year. Previous
sizeand creel limitsonly applied to New Jersey’s regulated trophy trout
|akes. However, the statewide limit covers additional waterbodies, such as
Monksville Reservoir (stocked in fall 2004), in which lake trout might be
introduced in the future.

On the warmer side of fisheries, a catch-and-rel ease season for
largemouth and smallmouth bass will run from April 16 to June 10 in the
Delaware River to protect the bass during their critical spawning period.
These dates change every year to coincide with Pennsylvania's bass and
trout seasons. Anglers should note, however, that catch-and-rel ease season
dates on the Delaware River differ from those established for other waters
in New Jersey.

FISHING HOTLINES

=

Spring / Fall / Winter
Division Trout Stocking
(609) 633-6765

The computerized message is available 24 hours per day,
seven days a week seasonally, or visit our Web site:
www.njfishandwildlife.com.

-

Shad Run—(610) 954-0577
or (610) 954-0578

In April, the Delaware River Shad Fishermen’s Association provides a
message on the shad run in the Delaware 24 hours per day, seven days a
week. Information on river conditions and the status of the shad run is
offered. Call in late evening or early morning to avoid a busy signal.

Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005

The minimum size limit on largemouth bassin Boonton Reservoir was
increased to 15 inches, making it consistent with the minimum size limit
for smallmouth bass caught in the reservoir. Also, acreel limit of 50 fish
per day for yellow perch and sunfish was established for Greenwood L ake,
improving consistency in regulations for New Jersey and New York at this
important boundary water.

From May 1 to June 10, commercial gill netters can harvest white
perch and blueback herring.

On the migratory side of fisheries, the upstream limit of Route 1 for
the closed season on spawning striped bass in the Delaware River has been
extended to the Calhoun Street Bridge, and now encompasses theriver’s
entire spawning areafor striped bass.

Elsawherein this Digest, you can find all the freshwater fishing
regulations for 2005, and we encourage all anglersto read them thoroughly.

Asaways, Fish & Wildlife welcomes you to attend our public
meetings to voice your views on changes in freshwater fishing regulations
and programs, share your ideas or ask questions. Public forums on trout
are scheduled for February, and the public hearing on proposed changes
to the Fish Code typically is held in September. Your participation is vital
to the continued success of New Jersey’s fishing programs. We hope to
seeyou there.

Lisa Barno
Chief, Freshwater Fisheries

Hook A Winner
Program

Once again this
year, the Division
of Fish and
Wildlife will be
jaw tagging more
than 1,000 brook
trout for release in
New Jersey waters If you are a Iucky angler who lands
one of these fish, send your name, address, fish tag
number and location of catch to the Pequest Trout
Hatchery, 605 Pequest Road, Oxford, NJ 07863,

Attn: Hook a Winner Program. In recognition of your
catch, a certificate and award patch will be mailed.

In addition, your name will be forwarded to the

New Jersey State Council of Trout Unlimited and
entered into their drawing for one of 12 rod and reel
combinations to be held during the celebration of
National Fishing Week, June 5-12, 2005.
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2005 Summary of
New Jersey Freshwater Fishing Laws

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details.
All persons are reminded that the statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities.

LICENSES AND STAMPS

sons 16 and over must have avalid license

to fish the fresh waters of New Jersey with a
handline, rod and line or bow and arrow. This
includes privately owned lakes and other waters.

For residents 70 and over, adriver'slicense or
other acceptable proof of age containing date of
birth and physical description will serve asthe
actua fishing license.

No person between the ages of 16 and 69,
inclusive, shall take, attempt to take, possess or
kill trout without avalid fishing license and trout
stamp. For age 70 and over, no trout stamp is
required.

Licenses and trout stamps are valid from date
of purchase through Dec. 31.

A person must reside within the state for at
least six months to obtain aresident license.

A fishing license must bewornin a
conspicuous place on the outer clothing.

Farmers and immediate family memberswho

live on the farm do not need alicense to fish on

fiveyearswill have their New Jersey licenses
revoked for two years.

REPLACEMENT OF LOST LICENSES

Duplicatefishing licenses areissued at al
Fish and Wildlife law enforcement regional
offices, Pequest Natural Resource Education
Center, and the Trenton office. Each licenseeis
provided with alicense and areceipt. Be sure
to keep the receipt separate from the license;
if the actual licenseislost, take the receipt to any
of the above offices for a$2 replacement. Stamps
cannot be replaced. If thereceipt islost, return
to the location from which the license was
purchased to complete aform documenting
the original sale. Thisform may be mailed or
brought to one of the Fish and Wildlife offices
listed above for areplacement.

SPECIAL LICENSES
Licensesfor Servicemen and Women
A person who is on active duty in the armed

servic&softheUnitedStatesisentitledtofishwith§ .
¢ ItisUnlawful To:

: » Fishwithin 100 feet (or as posted) of any

aresident license.

Licensesfor National Guard Members

Eligible National Guard personnel are entitled
i » Spear fish in freshwaters. See exception for

to freelicenses, permits, and stamps. Further
information can be obtained by writing to: NJ
Department of Military/Veteran Affairs, 101
Eggert Crossing Rd., Lawrenceville, NJ 08648.

6 2005 Freshwater Fishing

: legidlation defines Disabled Veteransas: “....
i resident of New Jersey who has been honorably
i discharged or released under honorable circum-
i stances from active service in any branch of the
i Armed Forces of the United statesand who has
i been declared by the United States Department of
i VeteransAffairs, or its successor, to have a :
i service-connected disability of any degree...”

Disabled Veterans Licenses & Permits

Free licenses, permits, and stamps are

 available for resident disabled veterans.

For the purposes of this program, the
.any

Documentation of current benefitsfor a

¢ service-connected disability and proof of honor-
i abledischarge (such asacopy of your DD-214,
i VA card or monthly check stub) must be presented :
i to obtain afree disabled veteran license.
: Disabled Veteran fishing licenses are available :
: a Fish and Wildlife's Trenton office, aswell as
¢ regional offices plus Pequest and Nacote Creek.
i Thisisnot thefull law. Consult the Division of
Fish and Wildlife for further details. For questions, :
i call (609) 292-2965. :
their own farm, but must obey all fishing regulations. :
Anyone convicted of asecond fish or wildlife

violation in this or another state within aperiod of : ' > ! ane
i obtain afreelicense from Fish and Wildlife's

: Trenton office.

Licensesfor theBlind
Residents afflicted with total blindness may

The season, sizeand creel limits
for freshwater speciesapply to all waters of
the state, including tidal waters.

otherwise allowed by law.

Only onedaily creel of any fish species may be
in possession. Additional fish may be caught
oncethe creel isreached if immediately
returned to the water unharmed.

¢ Separate stringers or buckets must be used for

each angler’s catch.

¢ On board containersin boats may contain only

the combined daily creel limit for each legal
angler on board.

« A fishing license does not authorize trespass on

private property. Permission first must be
obtained from the landowner.

fish ladder entrance or exit from March 1
through June 30.

Delaware River, page 14.

¢ Possess or use any fishing contrivance with

more than nine hooks or more than three burrs

of three hooks. See exception for Delaware
River, page 14. Thereisno limit to the
number of rods used.

» Useset linesin waters inhabited by pickerel,

walleye, bass or trout.

» Usecast netsin freshwater lakes or trout

stocked waters. See baitfish regulations, page 7
for other exclusions.

i » Foul hook largemouth bass, smallmouth bass,

striped bass, chain pickerel, northern pike,
muskellunge, walleye, alewife and blueback
herring (anadramous and |andlocked), brook
trout, brown trout, lake trout and rainbow trout
or any of the hybrids thereof. Any fish listed
above so hooked must be immediately returned
to the water. This does not apply to fish taken
through the ice during the ice fishing season.
Snagging of any speciesis prohibited in
Monksville Reservoir anditstributaries, including
the Wanaque River upstream of the reservair.

Bow and Arrow Fishing

Any species of fish, except brook, brown, lake

i or rainbow trout, landlocked Atlantic salmon,

i largemouth or smallmouth bass, striped bass or

¢ any of itshybrids, pickerel, northern pike, walleye,
i muskellunge or any of its hybrids, may be taken at
i any time by use of abow and arrow with line

i attached by the holder of avalid fishing license
GENERAL FISHING REGULATIONS '
i Greenwood Lake, p.14.

Seeregulations for the Delaware River and

Emergency Closures

Itisillegal to fish or attempt to catch or kill

 fish by any manner or meansin any waters for

* Fish may be taken only in the manner known as which the Director of the Division of Fish and

angling with handline or with rod and line, or as Wildlife, upon approval by the Fish and Game
¢ Council, issues an emergency closure notice.

i Such notification is effective and/or rescinded

i immediately upon public notification. Emergency
i closures shall be based upon imminent threat to

i the well-being of the fishery resources, and/or its
i users, and may include any exceptionsto the total
i ban of fishing that the Director deems practical.

' IceFishing

Permitted when ice is present, otherwise

open water regulations are in effect. See separate
: regulations for trout-stocked waters and
i Greenwood L ake.

No more than five devices may be used for

i taking fish. The devicesthat may be used are:

l | ce supported tip-ups or lines with one single
pointed hook attached, or one burr of three
hooks that measure not more than 1/2-inch
from point to shaft;

2 An artificia jigging lure with not more than

(continued on page 7)
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2005 Summary of New Jersey Freshwater Fishing Laws

(continued from page 6)

one burr of three hooks that measure not more
than 1/2-inch from point to point;
3. Anartificial jigging lure with not more than

three single hooks measuring not more than 1/2

inch from point to shaft;

Expressly prohibited are any devices with
automatic hook setting capability. Natural bait
may be used on the hooks of the artificial jigging
lures. All devicesthat are not hand-held must bear

theice. Suckers may be taken through theice by
: means of hooks, no more than 3, directly attached

4. Anartificial jigging lure with acombination of Pollution, Draining Watersand Dams

the hook limitations described in 2 and 3 above. :
i directly or indirectly. It isillega to draw down
i watersor place screensin water without permission
i of Fishand Wildlife. Itisillegal to construct a
i damin any water which isarunway for migratory :

Carp and suckers may be taken with net under :
to arigid handle between December 1 and March 1.

Itisunlawful to pollute waters of the state,

i fish, without installing afish ladder or other
¢ contrivance that permitsfish to pass over the dam

the name and address of the user and cannot be
|eft unattended.

2005 BAITFISH REGULATIONS

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded that
the statutes (Title 23), code and regulations are the legal authorities. TRed text in regulations indicates a change
for this year. See separate regulations for Delaware River (p. 14). For marine waters, see Marine Issue of MJ Fish
& Wildlife Digest.

The following are defined as baitfish by New Jersey Statute: alewife (anadromous and land-locked forms),
blueback herring, golden shiner, banded killifish, mummichog, spotfin killifish, rainwater killifish, American brook
lamprey, fathead minnow, bluntnose minnow, stonecat, tadpole madtom, margined madtom, all shiners, daces,
minnows, chubs and the American eel. tIn the Delaware River between New Jersey and Pennsylvania, alewife
and blueback herring (anadromous and land-locked forms) are regulated as food fish with a one-day
possession limit of 35 in aggregate. (See separate regulations for Boundary Waters, p. 14)

35 per day,
species combined

No minimum size
except 6” for Am. eel

Open Year Round

Exception: season closed
March 24 thru June 15 on trout stocked
waters and special regulation trout areas

statewide (freshwaters)

Notes: Any person with a valid fishing license (or those under 16 and those 70 years or older) may take baitfish in
freshwaters. Possession limit is one day’s limit, regardless of the intent to use these fish. Baitfish may be taken
from the freshwaters of the state in numbers greater than 35 per day, in lakes over 250 acres, under a special
permit issued by Fish and Wildlife at its discretion. Contact (908) 236-2118 for application information.

Means of Take (gear) Gear Description
Seine Not over 50 feet long in ponds & lakes over 100 acres; in all other waters not over 30
feet in length, or half the width of the stream at point of use, whichever is less.
Exception: In trout-stocked waters and special regulation trout areas a seine may not
be more than 10 feet in length and 4 feet in depth.
Minnow trap Not larger than 24” in length with a funnel mouth no greater than 2” in diameter.
Umbrella net No greater than 3.5 feet square.
Dip net Not more than 24” in diameter; may be used only for alewife or blueback herring.
Cast net No greater than 8 feet in diameter; may be used only in streams that are not
trout-stocked or special regulation trout areas (may not be used in lakes).
Hook and line Maximum of 9 single hooks or 3 hooks with 3 burrs per contrivance on all waters
except the Delaware River where only 3 single hooks are permitted.
Snapping turtle January 1 thru April 30 and statewide No min. size 3 per day
June 16 thru December 31
Bull frog and January 1 thru March 31 and statewide No min. size 15 per day
green frog July 1 thru December 31 combined

Means of Take

Any person with a valid fishing license or those entitled to fish without a license may take snapping turtles,

bull frogs, and green frogs by means of spears, hooks, dip nets not more than 24” in diameter, traps or by hand.
Snapping turtles may not be taken with a gun or bow and arrow. Snapping turtles, bull frogs, and green frogs
may be taken from in numbers greater than the daily limit under a special permit issued by Fish & Wildlife at its
discretion. Contact (609) 292-9450 for application information.
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in either direction. Report pollution or other

 offenses to 877-WARNDEP or the Operation
| Game Thief Line (800) 222-0456.

i Revocation

Anyone convicted of asecond violoation of

fish or wildlife lawsin this or another state within
: aperiod of five yearswill have their New Jersey

licenses revoked for two years.

' Saleof Fish

Itisillegal to sell any freshwater fish species

i except under commercial permits as prescribed in
i the Fish and Game Code. It isillegal to sell striped
i bass. Artificially propagated trout, if properly

i tagged, may be sold for food purposes.

. Stocking Fish

A permit isrequired to stock fish or fish eggs

¢ into any water which has aninlet or outlet. Itis

¢ ILLEGAL to stock carp or koi into any such waters
i at any time. An application may be obtained by con-
i tacting the L ebanon Field Office at (908) 236-2118.

 Striped Bass

Striped bass may be taken only by angling

i with ahook and line. See chart on page 13. Itis

i illegal to possess any striped bass, or parts of a

i striped bass from which the head and/or tail has

¢ been removed (other than whilein preparation or
¢ being served as food), which is less than the legal
: minimum size.

Tagging Fish

No person may tag or mark and release afish

i without first obtaining aspecial permit issued by
i Fish and Wildlife. Fish stocking permitswill be

i accepted as an alternative to this permit. Contact
i the Lebanon Field Office at (908) 236-2118 for

i application information.

Waste of Fish

Fish of any specieswhich are purposely killed

¢ become part of the angler’s daily bag limit and

¢ must be removed from the waters from which they
i were taken, then either used or otherwise disposed
i of properly.

Fish Preserve*

Go Fish! Preserve is a fully stocked i
9-1/2 acre private fishing preserve. We stock
Trout  Bass ¢ Catfish ¢ Pickerel

Boat & Rod Rentals Available

NO FISHING LICENSE
REQUIRED EVER!

Credit

Cards
Accepted
Open 5 Days A Week
Closed Mon. & Tues.

33 Newton Sparta Rd. « Newton, NJ
Call (973) 579-6633 » www.gofishnj.com
|___ONE HOUR FROM NYC!
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REGULATIONS

Trout Fishing Regulations—2005

GENERAL TROUT REGULATIONS (FOR BROOK, BROWN & RAINBOW TROUT AND HYBRIDS THEREOF)

SEASON MIN. SIZE | DAILY LIMIT EXCEPTIONS
January 1—March 20 7 inches 4 1) Waters with in-season stocking closures are closed to fishing 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. on days listed for
stocking (see listing below).
Fishing prohibited on all 2) Special regulation areas (wild trout streams, year round & seasonal trout conservation areas, trophy

March 21 to April 9 at 8 am.

waters listed for stocking & holdover trout lakes).

3) Lake Hopatcong, Prospertown Lake, Manasquan Res., Farrington Lake, Pompton Lake, Lake
April 9 at 8 a.m.—May 31 7 inches Shenandoah and Spruce Run Res.—fishing is permitted during the period March 21 to April 9 at
- 8 a.m. All trout caught during this period must immediately be released.
June 1—December 31 7 inches 4 4) Greenwood Lake & Delaware River—see separate regulations for Boundary Waters, p. 14.

LAKE TROUT REGULATIONS

SEASON MIN. SIZE | DAILY LIMIT EXCEPTIONS
Jan. 1—Dec. 31 15 inches 2 Trophy Trout Lakes—Round Valley Reservoir, Merrill Creek Reservoir
TROUT STOCKED WATERS

Consult pages 10 and 11 for a complete list of trout stocked waters that are open on the day of stocking from 8 a.m., April 9, 2005 and through the spring

stocking season.

TROUT STOCKED WATERS CLOSED ON IN-SEASON SPRING STOCKING DATES

Waters listed below are closed to fishing 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. on dates listed for stocking, including all tributaries, for a distance of 100 ft. from the main channel.
There are no closures for fall stocking.

MONDAYS

April 11, 18, 25
May 2,9, 16, 23

Manasquan River - Rt. 9 bridge downstream to Bennetts bridge, Manasquan WMA

Metedeconk River, N/Br. - Aldrich Rd. bridge to Ridge Ave.

Metedeconk River, S/Br. - Bennetts Mill dam to twin wooden foot bridge, opposite Lake Park Blvd. on South Lake Drive, Lakewood

Rockaway River - Longwood Lake dam Uefferson Twp) to Jersey City Reservoir in Boonton

Toms River - Rt. 528, Holmansville, to confluence with Maple Root Branch, and Rt. 70 bridge to Rt. 571 bridge (Exception: The section regulated
as a year-round trout conservation area; see below.)

Wallkill River - Lake Mohawk dam to Rt. 23, Hamburg

TUESDAYS

Pohatcong Creek - Rt. 31 to Delaware River

April 12, 19, 26
May 3, 10, 17, 24

Raritan River, S/Br. - Budd Lake dam to junction with N/Br. Raritan River (Exception: The sections regulated as Year-Round Trout Conservation areas;
see below)

WEDNESDAYS
April 13, 20, 27
May 4, 11, 18, 25

Raritan River, N/Br. - Peapack Rd. bridge in Far Hills to junction with S/Br. Raritan River

THURSDAYS
April 14, 21, 28
May 5, 12, 19, 26

Black River - Rt. 206, Chester to the posted Black River Fish & Game Club property at the lower end of Hacklebarney State Park

Paulinskill River, and E/Br. and W/Br. - Limecrest RR spur bridge on E/Br., Sparta Twp., and Warbasse Jct. Rd. (Rt. 663) on W./Br, Lafayette Twp., to
Columbia Lake (Exception: The section of the E/Br. regulated as a year round Trout Conservation Area.)

Ramapo River - State line to Pompton Lake (including Potash Lake)

FRIDAYS
April 15, 22, 29
May 6, 13, 20, 27

Big Flat Brook - 100 ft. above Steam Mill bridge on Crigger Rd. in Stokes State Forest to Delaware River

Musconetcong River - Lake Hopatcong dam to Delaware River including all mainstream impoundments except for Lake Musconetcong
Pequest River - source downstream to Delaware River

Wanaque River - Greenwood Lake dam to junction with Pequannock River, excluding Wanaque Reservoir, Monksville Reservoir and Lake Inez

WILD TROUT STREAMS

SEASON MIN. SIZE | DAILY LIMIT RESTRICTIONS (in effect year round)
April 9 at 8 am.—Sept. 15 (Zeizcge?’s) 2 1) Only artificial lures may be used.

2) Possession or use of bait (live or preserved) or any substance (natural or synthetic) that contains a
concentration of bait scent is prohibited.
3) The minimum size for brown trout in Van Campens Brook & Pequannock River is 12 inches.

Jan. 1 to April 9 at 8 am.

& Sept. 16—Dec. 31 Catch & Release Only

Indian Grove Brook (Bernardsville)

Jackson Brook (source to Hedden Park Lake,
Mine Hill Twp.)

Ledgewood Brook (Ledgewood)

Little York Brook (Little York)

Lomerson Brook (Pottersville)

Merrill Creek (Stewartsville)

Mill Brook (Montague)

N/Br. Rockaway Creek (Mountainville)

Parker Brook (Stokes S.F)

Passaic River (source to Rt. 202, Bernardsville)

Bear Creek (Southtown)

Bear Swamp Brook (Mahwah)

Black Brook (Clinton WMA)

Burnett Brook (Ralston)

Cold Brook (Oldwick)

Dark Moon Brook (Johnsonburg)

Dunnfield Creek (Del. Water Gap)

Flanders Brook (Flanders)

Hances Brook (Penwell)

Hickory Run (Califon)

India Brook (source to
Mountainside Ave., Mendham)

Tetertown Brook (Tetertown)

Trout Brook (Hacklebarney S.P)

Turkey Brook (Mt. Olive)

Van Campens Brook (Delaware Water
Gap Nat'l Recreation Area)

West Brook (source downstream to
Windbeam Club property)

Whippany River (source to Tingley Rd.,
Mendham Twp.)

Willoughby Brook (Clinton Twp.)

Pequannock River (Newark, Watershed,
Oak Ridge Rd. bridge downstream to
railroad bridge immediately upstream
of Charlottesburg Res.)

Rhineharts Brook (Hacklebarney S.P.)

Rocky Run (Clinton Twp.)

Saddle River (state line to Lake St., Upper
Saddle River)

Stephensburg Creek (Stephensburg)

Stony Brook (Stokes S.F)

Stony Brook (Washington Twp., Morris Co.)

(continued on next page)
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REGULATIONS

Trout Fishing Regulations—2005

(continued from previous page)

YEAR ROUND TROUT CONSERVATION AREAS

SEASON MIN. SIZE | DAILY LIMIT RESTRICTIONS (in effect year round)
January 1—March 20 15 inches 1 1) Only artificial lures may be used.
- 2) Possession or use of bait (live or preserved) or any substance (natural or synthetic) that contains a
March 21 to April 9 at 8 am. Catch & Release Only concentration of bait scent is prohibited.
N N 3) Fishing is permitted during the in-season stocking closures which apply to the river. All trout caught
April 9 at 8 a.m.—Dec. 31 15 inches 1 (see # 3) during these periods must be immediately released.

Paulinskill River, E/Br. (Sussex County) - from the Limecrest railroad spur bridge downstream to its confluence with the W/Br. Paulinskill at Warbasse Jct. (approx. 2.25 miles)
Raritan River, S/Br. (Hunterdon County) - the stretch of water known as the Ken Lockwood Gorge, a distance of approximately 2 miles

Raritan River, S/Br. (Morris County) - a section of river, known locally as the Claremont Stretch, extending from the downstream end of the posted Anglers Anonymous
property downstream to its junction with Electric Brook (approx. 1.1 miles)

Toms River (Ocean County) - the downstream end of Riverwood Pk. in Dover Twp, defined by markers, downstream to the Rt. 571 bridge (approx. 1 mile)

SEASONAL TROUT CONSERVATION AREAS

SEASON

MIN. SIZE

DAILY LIMIT

RESTRICTIONS

January 1—March 20

15 inches

1

March 21—April 8

Catch & Release Only

1) Only artificial lures may be used.

2) Possession or use of bait (live or preserved) or any substance (natural or synthetic) that

contains a concentration of bait scent is prohibited.

April 9 (12:01 am. to 8 a.m.) Fishing Prohibited 3) Pequest River—fishing is not permitted during the first six in-season stocking closure dates.
April 9 at 8 am.—May 22 7 inches 6 (See Trout Stocked Waters with Closed In-Season Stocking dates, p. 8). Fishing
Gear restrictions do not apply is permitted during the last in-season stocking closure date (May 27), but all trout caught
May 23—Dec. 31 15 inches 1 between 5 a.m. and 5 p.m. must be immediately released.

Pequannock River (Morris/Passaic Counties) - Rt. 23 bridge at Smoke Rise downstream to the Rt. 23 bridge at Smith Mills (approx. 1.2 miles)

Pequest River (Warren County) - from the Conrail Railroad bridge located upstream of the Pequest Trout Hatchery Access Rd. downstream to Rt. 625 (Pequest
Furnace Rd.) bridge (approx. 1 mile)

Musconetcong River (Hunterdon/Warren Counties) - Penwell Road bridge downstream to the Point Mtn. Road bridge, a distance of approx. 1.2 miles

FLY FISHING AREAS

SEASON

MIN. SIZE

DAILY LIMIT

RESTRICTIONS

January 1—March 20

7 inches

4

March 21 to April 9 at 8 a.m.

Fishing not permitted

April 9 at 8 am. to
April 18 at 5 am.

1) Only artificial flies are allowed, which are expressly limited to dry flies, wet flies, bucktails,
nymphs and streamers. Expressly prohibited are metal, plastic, or wooden lures, plugs,
spinners, and flies with spinners attached or any multiple-hooked device. Spinning reels or
any type of angling whereby a fly is cast directly from the reel are expressly prohibited.

Gear restrictions do not apply 7 inches 6 2) Possession or use of bait (live or preserved) or any substance (natural or synthetic) that
except on Blewett Tract contains a concentration of bait scent is prohibited.
- ; 3) Fishing is not permitted during the in-season stocking closures. (See Trout Stocked Waters
April 18 at 5 a.m.—May 31 7 !nches 6 with Closed In-Season Stocking dates, p. 8).
June 1—December 31 7 inches 4

the Blewett Tract

Big Flat Brook (Sussex County) - Rt. 206 bridge downstream to the Roy bridge on Mountain Rd., a distance of approx. 4 miles, except that portion known as

Blewett Tract (Sussex County) - a 0.5 mile portion on the Big Flat Brook clearly defined by markers, which extends from the Three Bridges Rd. to
a point upstream of the jct. of the Big Flat Brook and Little Flat Brook.

TROPHY TROUT LAKES

LOCATIONS SPECIES SEASON MIN. SIZE DAILY LIMIT
Merrill Creek R . | ___brown & rainbow trout January 1-December 31 15 inches 2
ermil Lreek Reservoir lake trout January 1—September 15 and December 1—December 31 15 inches 2
Round Valley R . | ___brown & rainbow trout January 1—December 31 15 inches 2
ound Valley Reservoir lake trout January 1—September 15 and December 1—December 31 20 inches 1
HOLDOVER TROUT LAKES
LOCATIONS SPECIES SEASON MIN. SIZE DAILY LIMIT
Clinton Reservoir _ .
Lake Aeroflex brook, brown, January 1—March 20 7 inches 2
Lake WawayandaA rainbow trout March 21 to April 9 at 8 am. Catch & Release Only
Monksville Reservoir and hybrids
Shepherd Lake thereof (see separate April 9 at 8 a.m.—May 31 7 inches 4
Swartswood Lake regs. for lake trout)
White Lake (Warren Co.) June 1—December 31 7 inches 2
BOUNDARY WATERS
LOCATIONS SPECIES SEASON MIN. SIZE DAILY LIMIT
. . April 16—September 30 P
Delaware River all trout species (trout caught at other times must be immediately released) no min. size 5
Greenwood Lake all trout species January 1—December 31 no min. size 3
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REGULATIONS

2005 General Trout Fishing Information

» Opening day of trout season: April 9, 2005 at 8 am.

» No person between the ages of 16 and 69, inclusive, shall take, attempt to
take, possess or kill trout without avalid fishing license and trout stamp.

« Itisillegal to fish for any species of fish in ponds, lakes or sections of
streams which are stocked with trout, from 11:59 p.m. March 20, 2005 to
8am. April 9, 2005.

Exceptions: Lake Hopatcong, Prospertown Lake, Manasquan
Reservoir, Farrington Lake, Pompton L ake, Lake Shenandoah and
Spruce Run Reservoir are open year round to fishing. However, al trout
caught between 12:01 am. March 21 and 8 am. on April 9 must be

and designated holdover trout |akes are also open to fishing but are only
catch-and-release for trout. Fishing is not permitted on seasonal trout
conservation areas from 12:01 am. to 8 am. on April 9, 2005.

e Only onecreel limit of trout may be in possession. Once the credl is
reached trout may be caught if immediately returned to the water unharmed.

« Separate stringers or buckets must be used for each angler

 Containersin boats may contain only the combined daily creel limit for
each legal angler on board.

Fish and Wildlife reserves the right to suspend stocking when

released immediately. Seasonal or year round trout conservation areas

emergency conditions prevail.

Trout Stocked Waters with No In-Season Closures

The waters listed below are open during the entire Spring in-season stocking. Note: the number in parentheses indicates the anticipated number of in-season
stockings (from April 9 through May 27). A zero indicates the water will only be stocked pre-season (the three week period preceding opening day). For
details on what's being stocked and when, call the Trout Hotline (Spring stocking: April, May; Fall stocking: October; Winter stocking: November—January)
at (609) 633-6765. This recorded message is updated weekly. Or visit our Web site at www.njfishandwildlife.com.

Atlantic County

Birch Grove Park Pond—Northfield (4)
Hammonton Lake—Hammonton (4)

Bergen County

Hackensack River—L ake Tappan to Harriot
Avenue, Harrington Park (4)

Hohokus Brook—Forest Road to Whites Pond (4) :

Indian Lake—L.ittle Ferry (4)

Mill Pond—Park Ridge (3)

Pascack Creek—Orchard Street, Hillsdale, to
L ake Street, Westwood (4)

Saddle River—L ake St. to Dunkerhook Rd.,
Fairlawn (5)

Scarlet Oak Pond—M ahwah (0)

Tenakill Creek—Closter, entire length (3)

Motor Boat
Registration

For information write:
Division of Motor Vehicles
PO Box 403, Trenton, NJ 08625-0403
or contact your local DMV office
for aboat “NJ’ number.

STATE POLICE TROOP “F”
MARINE LAW ENFORCEMENT

STATIONS
Bivalve................... (856) 785-1330
NorthWildwood . .......... (609) 522-0393
AtlanticCity .............. (609) 441-3586
Burlington ................ (609) 387-1221
OceaN....vvviiiieen (609) 296-5807
PointPleasant ............. (732) 899-5050
Monmouth Station. . ........ (732) 842-5171
LakeHopatcong ........... (973) 663-3400
NewarkBay ............... (973) 578-8173
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{ Whites Pond—Waldwick (4)

Burlington County

! Crystal Lake—Willingboro (4)

i Laurel Pond—Mt. Laure! (3)

Rancocas Creek, Southwest Br.—Medford, Mill

Street Park to Branch St. Bridge (4)
sylvan Lake—Burlington (3)

' Camden County

i Haddon L ake—Audubon (0)

i Oak Pond—Sicklerville (4)

i Rowands Pond—Clementon (4)

. CapeMay County

i Dennisville Lake—Dennisville (3)

i West Pond—Cape May Court House (4)
{ Cumberland County

Bostwick Lake—Friesburg (3)
i Cohansey River—Dam at Seeleys Pond to

powerline above Sunset Lake, Bridgeton (4)

 Giampietro Park Lake—Vineland (3)
i Mary Elmer Lake—Bridgeton (3)
Maurice River—Willow Grove Lake dam to

Sherman Ave, Vineland (4)

Shaws Mill Pond—Newport (3)

i Essex County

i Branch Brook Park Lake—Newark (4)
i Clarks Pond—Bloomfield (0)

¢ Diamond Mill Pond—Millburn (3)

: Verona Park L ake—Verona (4)

: Gloucester County

: Greenwich Lake—Gibbstown (3)

: Grenloch Lake—Turnersville (3)

i Harrisonville Lake—Harrisonville (3)
i lonalLake—lona(3)

i MullicaHill Pond—MullicaHill (3)

i Swedeshoro Lake—Swedesboro (3)

| Westville Lake—Westville (0)

i Hudson County

{ West Hudson County Park Pond—Harrison (0)
i Woodcliff Lake—James J. Braddock Park,

North Bergen (4)

: Hunterdon County

: Amwell Lake—East Amwell (3)

¢ Beaver Brook—Clinton Twp., entire length (2)

i Capoolong Creek—Pittstown, entire length (5)

i Delaware-Raritan Feeder Cana—Bulls Island to

Hunterdon/Mercer County line (6)

Hakihokake Creek—Holland Twp., entire length

&)

Lockatong Creek—Kingwood Twp., entire length

©)

Mulhockaway Creek—Pattenburg, source to

Spruce Run Reservoir (5)

Neshanic River—Kuhl Road to Hunterdon County

Route 514 (2)

Nishisakawick Creek—Frenchtown/Everittstown,

entire length (2)

Rockaway Creek—Readington Twp.,

entire length (4)

Rockaway Creek, S. Br—Lebanon to

Whitehouse, entire length (5)

: Round Valley Reservoir—Clinton Twp. (3)

: Sidney Brook—Grandin, entire length (1)

¢ Spring Mills Brook—Spring Mills, entirelength (2)
i Spruce Run—Glen Gardner and Lebanon Twp.,

entire length (5)

Spruce Run Reservoir—Clinton (3)
i Wickecheoke Creek—Covered Bridge, Rt. 604,

Sergeantsville to Delaware River (2)

Mercer County
i Assunpink Creek—Assunpink Site 5 Dam

upstream of Rt. 130 bridge to Carnegie Rd.,
Hamilton Twp. (4)

Colonia Lake—Lawrence Twp. (3)
i Delaware-Raritan Canal—Mulberry St., Trenton

to Alexander St., Princeton (4)

(continued on page 9)
Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005



Delaware-Raritan Feeder Canal—

Road bridge (6)
Rosedale Lake—Rosedd e (3)
Stony Brook—Woodsville to Port Mercer (4)

Middlesex County

Farrington Lake—North Brunswick (3)

Hooks Creek Lake—Cheesequake State Park (4)

Ireland Brook—Farrington Lake to point 500 ft.
upstream of RivaAve. (2)

L ake Papaianni—Edison (0)

Lawrence Brook—Dam at Farrington Laketo 2nd :
RR Bridge (Raritan Railroad) below Main St.,
Milltown (4)

Roosevelt Park Pond—Edison Twp. (3)

Monmouth County

Englishtown Mill Pond—Englishtown (3)

Garvey's Pond—Navesink (3)

Hockhockson Brook—Hockhockson Road to
Garden State Parkway bridge (northbound) (5)

Holmdel Park Pond—Holmdel (3)

Mac's Pond—M anasquan (0)

Manasguan Reservoir—Howell Twp. (3)

(continued from page 8)

Mingamahone Brook—Farmingdale, Hurley Pond :
Road to Manasquan River (5)

Mohawk Pond—Red Bank (4)

Shadow Lake—Red Bank (3)

Shark River—Hamilton, Route 33 to Remsen
Mill Road (5)

Spring Lake—Spring Lake (3)

Takanassee Lake—L ong Branch (4)

Topenemus Lake—Freehold (3)

Yellow Brook—Heyers Mill Road to
Muhlenbrink Rd., Colts Neck Twp. (2)

Morris County

Beaver Brook—Rockaway, entire length (3)

Burnham Park Pond—M orristown (4)

Drakes Brook—Flanders, entire length (3)

Hibernia Brook—Hibernia, entire length (5)

India Brook—Mountainside Ave. to Rt. 24,
Ralston (5)

L ake Hopatcong—L ake Hopatcong (3)

L ake Musconetcong—Netcong (3)

Mt. Hope Pond—Mt. Hope (3)

Passaic River—White Bridge to Rt. 24,
Chatham Borough (4)

Pequannock River—(See Passaic Co.)

Pompton River—Pequannock Twp.
(see Passaic Co.) (4)

Russia Brook—Jefferson Twp., Ridge Rd. to
L ake Swannanoa (2)

Speedwell Lake—Morristown (4)

Whippany River—Tingley Road, Morris Twp. to
Ridgedale Ave., Morristown (2)

Ocean County

L ake Shenandoah—L akewood, Ocean
County Park (3)

Pohatcong L ake—Tuckerton (4)

Prospertown Lake—Prospertown (3)

Passaic County

Barbours Pond—West Paterson (3)
Clinton Reservoir—Newark Watershed (3)
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i Green Turtle Pond—Wanague Wildlife Mgt.
Hunterdon/Mercer County lineto Upper Ferry :
i Oldham Pond—North Haledon (3)

i Pequannock River—Route 23, Smoke Riseto

Area, Hewitt (3)

Paterson-Hamburg Turnpike, Pompton
Lakes (6)

Pompton Lake—Pompton Lakes (3)
i Pompton River—Pompton Lake to

Newark-Pompton Turnpike (4)

Ringwood Brook—State line to Sally’s Pond,

Ringwood Park (5)

 Shepherd Lake—Ringwood State Park (3)

- Salem County
i Harrisonville Lake—Harrisonville (3)
i Maurice River—Willow Grove Lake dam to

Sherman Avenue, Vineland (4)

: Riverview Beach Pond—Pennsville Twp. (4)
i Schadlers Sand Wash Pond—Pennsgrove (3)

| Somer set County

i Lamington River—Rt. 523 (Lamington Road)
to jct. with the North Branch of Raritan River
at Burnt Mills (4)

{ MiddleBrook, E. Br—Martinsville, entlrelength(Z)

i Passaic River—(See Morris Co.)
: Peapack Brook—Peapack-Gladstone, entire
length (5)

! Raritan River—Jct. of Raritan River N/Br., and

S/Br., to Rt. 206 bridge (4)

Rock Brook—zZion, entire length (1)
i Spooky Brook Park Pond—Franklin (0)

Sussex County
i AlmsHouse Pond—Myrtle Grove, Hampton Twp. (3)
i Andover Junction Brook—Andover, entirelength (2)
i BiersKill—Shaytown, entire length (2)

i Big Flat Brook, Upper—Saw Mill Pond, High

Point State Park to 100 ft. above Steam Mill
Bridge on Crigger Road, Stokes St. Forest (4)

: Blue Mountain Lake—Delaware Water Gap

Nat'| Recreation Area (3)

Canistear Reservoir—Newark Watershed (3)
i Clove River—Mt. Salem Rd. to jct. with

Papakating Creek (5)

i Cranberry Lake—Byram Twp. (3)
¢ Culvers Creek—Frankford Twp., entire length (5)

i Dry Brook—Branchville, entirelength (3) :
i Franklin Pond Creek—Hamburg Mtn. W.M.A.,

entire length (5)

i Glenwood Brook—L ake Glenwood to Stateline (2)

i LakeAeroflex—Andover (3) :
i Lake Hopatcong—L ake Hopatcong (3)

i Lake Musconetcong—Netcong (3)

¢ Lake Ocquittunk—Stokes State Forest (3) -
i Little Flat Brook—Sandyston Twp., entirelength (5)

i Little Swartswood L ake—Swartswood (3) :
i Lubbers Run—Byram Twp., entire length (5)

i Neldon Brook—Swartswood, entire length (2)

i Papakating Creek—Plains Road bridge to Route

565, Lewishurg (2)

Papakating Creek, W. Br—Libertyville, entire

length (2)

i Pond Brook—M iddleville, entirelength (5)

i Roy Spring Brook—Stillwater, entire length (1)
i Saw Mill Pond—High Point State Park (3) :
: Shimers Brook—M ontague Twp., entire length (2)

: Silver Lake—Hamburg Mountain WMA (0) -

i Stony Lake—Stokes State Forest (3)

i Swartswood Lake—Swartswood (3)

¢ Trout Brook—Middleville, entirelength (2)
Tuttles Corner Brook—Stokes State Forest, entire

length (2)

Waywayanda Creek—\Vernon, entire length (0)
i Waywayanda L ake—Vernon (3)

- Union County

i Green Brook—Route 527, Berkeley Heightsto

Route 22, Scotch Plains (2)

Lower Echo Park Pond—M ountainside (3)
i Milton Lake—Madison Hill Road Bridgeto

Milton Lake Dam, Rahway (4)

i Passaic River—(See Morris Co.)
i Rehway River—I-78 bridge, Springfield to St.

GeorgeAve. (Route 27), Rahway (4)

 Seeleys Pond—Berkeley Heights (3)
i Warinanco Park Pond—Roselle (0)
Warren County

Barkers Mill Brook—Vienna, entire length (1)
: Beaver Brook—Silver Lake Dam to Pequest

River (4)
Blair Creek—Hardwick Center to Blair Lake (2)

i Blair Lake—Blairstown (3)

i Buckhorn Creek—Roxburg, entire length (2)

i Columbia L ake and Gatehole—Knowlton Twp. (3)
i Furnace Brook—Oxford, entire length (2)

¢ Furnace Lake—Oxford (3)

: Honey Run—Swayzes Mill Road to Route 519,

Hope Twp. (2)

i Jacksonburg Creek—Jacksonburg, entirelength (2)
i Lopatcong Creek—Route 519 to South Main

Street, Phillipsburg (5)
Merrill Creek Reservoir—Stewartsville (1)

i Mountain Lake—Buttzville (3)
i Pohatcong Creek—Mt. Bethel to Route 31 (2)
i Pophandusing Creek—Oxford Road, Hazen to

Delaware River (2)

{ Roaring Rock Brook—Brass Castle, entire

length (2)

Trout Brook—Hackettstown, entire length (2)
: Trout Brook—Hope, entirelength (2)
White Lake—Hardwick (1)

This DIGEST
is available in
enlarged format
for the visually
impaired.
Write to:
New Jersey Division
of Fish & Wildlife
Large Format Fishing Digest

PO Box 400
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
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2005 Warmwater and Coolwater
Freshwater Fishing Regulations

For the purpose of trout stocking, several waterways are closed to fishing for all species
from 12:01 a.m. March 21 to 8 a.m. April 9, 2005. Refer to pages 8, 9 and 10 for complete lists and exceptions.

SEASON LOCATION MINIMUM SIZE DAILY LIMIT
Jan. 1—April 14 Statewide 12" 5 Combined
(exceptions below)
April 15—June 15 Lunker Bass Lakes: 15" 3 Combined
*& - Catch & Release Only (Assunpink, Parvin,
""‘" - (all waters) Delaware Lakes, Splitrock Reservoir,
Largemouth Bass Boonton Reservoir)
June 16, 2005— Conservation Regulations: 15" 2 Combined
April 14, 2006 Ryker Lake
Delaware River:
See Boundary Waters, p. 14
Smallmouth Bass
Statewide 24" Northern pike 2
m exceptions below 30" Tiger Musky & 2 Combined
— ” a Muskellunge
Northern Pike Trophy Musky Waters: 40" Tiger Musky & 1 Combined

Muskellunge

Open Year Round

Mountain & Echo Lake Reservoir

Muskellunge

Conservation Regulations:
Lake Hopatcong, Monksville
Reservoir, Mercer Lake,
Greenwood Lake

Statewide
(exceptions below)

36" Tiger Musky &
Muskellunge

No minimum size

Open Year Round - -
Special Regulation 15" 5
(Lake Hopatcong, Swartswood
Chain Pickerel Lake, Hammonton Lake)
Jan. 1—Feb 28

March 1—April 30 Statewide 18" 3

Catch & Release Only

May 1—Feb. 28, 2006
Statewide Greater or equal to 24" 1

Hybrid Striped Bass

12 2005 Freshwater Fishing

March 1—Dec 31

(exceptions: Delaware River,

See Boundary Waters, p. 14)

but less than 28"

34" or greater 1

Statewide 16" 2
Open Year Round (exceptions below)
Raritan River downstream Greater or equal to 24" 1

March 1—Dec 31

of Duke Island Park dam
(for Delaware River, see p. 14)

but less than 28"

34" or greater 1

(continued on next page)
Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005



2005 Warmwater and Coolwater Freshwater Fishing Regulations
SEASON LOCATION MINIMUM SIZE DAILY LIMIT

Open Year Round Statewide No minimum size 6

American Shad

Open Year Round Statewide 12" 5

' l o
Channd Catfish

Open Year Round Statewide 8" 10 Combined
Crappie
Statewide No minimum size 25 Combined
(exceptions below)

Open Year Round Conservation Regulation Sunfish 7" 10 Combined

Ryker Lake Yellow Perch no min. size 10
Conservation Regulation Sunfish 7" 10 Combined

Rainbow Lake
Open Year Round (except trout Statewide No Minimum 35 Combined
stocked waters, see pages 8—11) except 6" for Am. eel

Baitfish Species: alewife (anadromous and land-locked forms), blueback herring, golden shiner, banded killifish, mummichog, spotfin killifish, rainwater killifish, American brook lamprey,
fathead minnow, bluntnose minnow, stonecat, tadpole madtom, margined madtom, all shiners, daces, minnows and American eel.

Water Supply Reservoirs Open to Fishing By Permit Only

Water body County Typeof Fishing Fee Permit Source

Point View Reservoir i Shoreline only Passaic Valley Water Commission
Sat. & Sun 1525 Main Avenue, Clifton, NJ 07015
7am.to (973) 340-4309
7p.m.

Send stamped, self addressed envelope. A
daily permit will be mailed.
Permit allows two peopleto fish

*Fee encompasses al three waterbodies. Permit valid from April 1 to November 30.
Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005 2005 Freshwater Fishing 13



REGULATIONS

2005 Freshwater Fishing Boundary Waters

Season and Creel Limits

Thisis not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded that the statutes, code and regulations are the
legal authorities. Red text in regulations indicates a change for this year. See below.

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICES

Northern Region: Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union and Warren counties. . ................ (908) 735-8240
Central Region: Burlington, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth and OCEaN COUNLIES. . . ... ..ottt ittt e (609) 259-2120
Southern Region: Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem counties. . ... (856) 629-0555
Operation Game Thief . . ... (800) 222-0456

Angling may be done with no more than 2 rods, each with 1 line, or 2 handlines, or 1 of each. Not more than 3 single hooks or 3 hooks of 3 burrs each may be used per line. New Jersey or
Pennsylvania fishing licenses are recognized from shoreline to shoreline. Anglers may launch a boat from either shore, and on return may have in possession any fish which may be legally taken
according to the regulations of the state where
the landing is made. Pennsylvania residents fishing from the New Jersey shore may have either a NJ nonresident license or a PA resident license. There is a 6 fish daily creel limit on American shad.
Pennsylvania also enforces a 6 inch minimum and an 8 inch maximum on American eel.

Hook and line fishermen are hereby restricted to the use of non-offset circle hooks while fishing with any natural bait during the months of April and May downstream of the Calhoun St. bridge
to the Commodore Barry Bridge. This restriction shall apply only to hooks of size 2 and larger and shall not apply to hooks of smaller sizes (such as those normally used for white perch fishing).

Spears (not mechanically propelled) and bow and arrows may be used to take shad, eels, carp, suckers, herring and bullheads by properly licensed anglers except within 825 ft. of an eel weir.

Delaware River between New Jer sey and Pennsylvania

DAILY BAG LIMIT

SPECIES OPEN SEASONS MINIMUM LENGTH (POSSESSION LIMIT—

(BOTH DATES INCL.) 1 DAY’S CATCH)
Trout April 16-Sept. 30 no minimum 5
Walleye no closed season 18" 3
Chain pickerel no closed season 12" 5
Muskellunge & hybrids no closed season 30" 2
N. Pike no closed season 24" 2

Jan. 1-April 15 and June 11-Dec. 31 12" 5 combined
Largemouth & Smallmouth bass -

April 16-June 10 Catch & Release ONLY Catch & Release ONLY
Striped bass** & hybrids** upstream March 1-Dec. 31 Greater than or equal to 24" 1
of Calhoun St. Bridge; but less than 28"
- AND AND
Striped bass** & hybrids** March 1-31 &
Downstream of Calhoun St. Bridge June 1-Dec. 31 34" or greater 1
Short-nose sturgeon illegal to take—endangered species
Atlantic sturgeon illegal to take
Alewife and Blueback Herring no closed season no minimum 35 combined
(Anadromous and land-locked forms)
American shad no closed season no minimum 6
Hickory shad closed season - None
All other freshwater species no closed season no minimum
Baitfish* (see Alewife & Blueback above) no closed season no minimum 50

*Baitfish may be taken and possessed for personal use and are not to be bartered or sold. The possession limit for baitfish in the Delaware River between New Jersey and Pennsylvania is 50 per day. Alewife and
blugback herring are regulated as food fish with a one-day possession limit of 35 in aggregate in the Delaware River between New Jersey and Pennsylvania. It is unlawful to use a net of any kind between the
hours of 2 p.m. Saturday through Sunday. Eel weirs for catching carp, catfish, eels and suckers may be operated under a permit from NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife at any time of the year and any time of day.
**Striped bass regulations are subject to change. Consult our Web site www.njfishandwildlife.com and the news media for updates.

New York and New Jersey licenses are legal anywhere on the lake from a boat or on ice. Fishing is permitted 24 hours a day. Bow and arrow fishing for all carp, suck-
ers, herring, catfish and eels is permitted. Ice fishermen may not use more than 5 tip-ups and 2 hand held devices. All ice fishing devices that are not hand held must
be plainly marked with the name and address of the angler.

Greenwood L ake

SPECIES OPEN SEASONS MINIMUM LENGTH DAILY BAG LIMIT
(BOTH DATES (BOTH DATES (POSSESSION LIMIT—
INCLUDED) INCLUDED) 1 DAY'’S CATCH)

Trout no closed season none 3

Largemouth & smallmouth bass Jan. 1-April 14, 2005 and 12" 5 combined

June 16 to April 14, 2006

April 15-June 15, 2005 catch & release only catch & release only
Chain pickerel no closed season 15" 5
Muskellunge & hybrids no closed season 36" 1
Walleye Jan. 1-Feb. 28, 2005 & 18" 3

May 1-Feb. 28, 2006
Channel catfish no closed season 12" 5
Black & white crappie no closed season 8" 10 combined
Sunfish (bluegill, redbreast, pumpkinseed) no closed season none 50 combined
Yellow perch no closed season none 50
All other species no closed season none none
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REGULATIONS

Exceptions to Statewide General Fishing Regulations

'xceptions to the statewide genera fishing regulations occur throughout the state. The exceptions listed below may apply to al or part of the waterbody
ecified. Consult elsewherein this Digest for individual descriptions of special regulations. Note: As part of the general fishing regulations, waters
stocked with trout are closed to fishing from 12:01 am. March 21to 8 am. April 9. Refer to pages 8, 9 and 10 for alist of watersand regulations.
Exceptionsto thisclosure are designated below as OYR (open year round). However, all trout must bereleased during thisperiod.

CML Conservation Musky Lake
BW  Boundary Water

CPL Chain Pickerel Lake

CR  Conservation Regulation
FFA  Fly Fishing Areas (trout)
HSB Hybrid Striped Bass

HTL Holdover Trout Lake

LBL Lunker BassLake

KEY TO EXCEPTIONS

OYR  OpenYear Round for fishing

(trout caught during the 3 weeks before opening day in April must be rel eased)

SBL Smallmouth Bass Lake
STCA Seasonal Trout Conservation Area
TML  Trophy Musky Lake

TSWC Trout Stocked Water having Closed In-season Stocking Dates

TTL  Trophy Trout Lake
WTS  Wild Trout Stream
YTCA Year Round Trout Conservation Area

List of Exceptions

Red text indicates a change this year.

Atlantic County
Hammonton Lake-CPL

Bergen County

Bear Swamp Brook—WTS

Ramapo Reservoir—TSWC

Saddle River (Upper Saddle River)—WTS

Burlington County
Delaware River—BW

Camden County
Delaware River—BW

Gloucester County
Delaware River—BW

Hunterdon County

Black Brook (Clinton WMA)—WTS
Cold Brook (Oldwick)—WTS
Delaware River—BW

Hickory Run (Califon)—WTS
LittleYork Brook—WTS
Musconetcong River—TSWC, STCA
Raritan River, S’ Br—TSWC, YTCA
Rockaway Creek, N/Br—WTS
Rocky Run (Clinton Twp)—WTS
Round Valley Reservoir—TTL
Spruce Run Reservoir—QOYR
Willoughby Brook (Clinton Twp)—WTS

Mercer County

Delaware River—BW
Mercer Lake—CML

Middlesex County

Farrington Lake—OYR
Raritan River—HSB

Monmouth County

Lake Assunpink—LBL
Manasguan Reservoir—OY R
Manasguan River—TSWC
Metedeconk River, N/Br—TSWC

Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005

i MorrisCounty

i Black River—TSWC

i Boonton Reservoir—LBL

i Burnett Brook (Ralston)—WTS

i Flanders Brook—WTS

i IndiaBrook (Mendham)—WTS

i Indian Grove Brook (Bernardsville)—WTS
i Jackson Brook (Mine Hill Twp.)—WTS

i Lake Hopatcong—OYR, CPL, CML

i Ledgewood Brook—WTS

i Lomerson Brook (Pottersville)—WTS

i Musconetcong River—TSWC

i Passaic River—WTS

i Pequannock River—STCA, WTS

i Rhineharts Brook (Hacklebarney S.P)—WTS
i Raritan River, N/Br—TSWC, YTCA

i Raritan River, SBr—TSWC, YTCA

¢ Rockaway River—TSWC

¢ Splitrock Reservoir—LBL

¢ Stephensburg Creek—WTS

¢ Stony Brook (Wash. Twp.)—WTS

¢ Trout Brook (Hacklebarney S.P)—WTS

¢ Turkey Brook (Mt. Olive)—WTS

{ Whippany River (Mendham Twp.)—WTS

i Ocean County

i Lake Shenandoah—OYR

i Manasquan River—TSWC

i Metedeconk River, N/Br & S/Br—TSWC
i Prospertown Lake—OYR

i TomsRiver—TSWC, YTCA

: Passaic County

i Clinton Reservoir—HTL

i Echo Lake Reservoir—TML

i Greenwood Lake—BW, CML

i Monksville Reservoir—HTL, CML
i Pequannock River—STCA, WTS
i Pompton Lake—OYR

i Shepherd Lake—HTL

i Wanaque River—TSWC

i West Brook—WTS

: Salem County

. Delaware River—BW

Parvin Lake—LBL

¢ Rainbow Lake—CR

i Somer set County

i Indian Grove Brook (Bernardsville)—WTS
i Lomerson Brook (Pottersville)—WTS

i Passaic River—WTS

i Raritan River—HSB

i Raritan River, N/Br & SBr—TSWC

i Sussex County

: Big Flatbrook—TSWC, FFA

i Delaware River—BW

i LakeAeroflex—HTL

i Lake Hopatcong—OYR, CPL, CML
i Lake Wawayanda—HTL

i Mill Brook (Montague)—WTS

i Musconetcong River—TSWC

¢ Parker Brook (Stokes S.F)—WTS
¢ Paulinskill River—TSWC

¢ Paulinskill, E/B—TSWC, YTCA
¢ Pequest River—TSWC

{ Ryker Lake—CR

¢ Stony Brook (Stokes SF)—WTS
¢ Swartswood Lake—HTL, CPL

¢ Van Campens Brook—WTS

¢ Wallkill River—TSWC

: Warren County

i Bear Creek—WTS

i Bear Brook—see Dark Moon Brook

i Dark Moon Brook (Johnsonburg)—WTS
i Delaware Lake—LBL

i Delaware River—BW

i Dunnfield Creek (Del. Water Gap)—WTS
i Hances Brook (Penwel)—WTS

i Merrill Creek—WTS

i Merrill Creek Reservoir—TTL

i Mountain Lake—TML

i Musconetcong River—TSWC, STCA

i Paulinskill River—TSWC

i Pequest River—TSWC, STCA

i Pohatcong Creek—TSWC

i Van Campens Brook—WTS

i White Lake—HTL
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REGULATIONS

Freshwater-Saltwater Boundary Line for Fishing License Requirement

A fishing licenseis required to fish the freshwaters of the state. L ocations listed below mark the shift from saltwater (license not required) to freshwater.
A fishing license is required upstream of these locations.

ATLANTIC COUNTY

Absecon Creek-Dam at Lower Atlantic City Reservoir

Great Egg Harbor River-Power lines at confluence of
Gravelly Run

Middle River-None-all saline water

Mullica River-Line between Seventh Ave., Sweetwater, and
ESSEX COUNTY
i Passaic River—Erie Railroad Bridge between Newark (at

ramp at Crowleys Landing
Nacote Creek—Port Republic Dam
Patcong Creek-Bargaintown Lake Dam
South River-Power lines immediately below Route 50
Tuckahoe River=First northerly tributary downstream of
Rt. 49 Bridge (McNeals Branch)

BERGEN COUNTY

Hackensack River—Cedar Lane Bridge between
Hackensack and Teaneck

Hudson River—None-all saline water

Passaic River-Required whole length

BURLINGTON COUNTY

Assiscunk Creek-Required whole length

Bass River State—Fir Bridge on Stage Road in Bass River
State Forest

Batsto River-Required whole length

Blacks Creek-Required whole length

Crosswicks Creek—Required whole length

Delaware River-Required whole length

ramp at Crowleys Landing
Pennsauken Creek-Required whole length
Pompeston Creek—Required whole length
Rancocas Creek—Required whole length
Swedes Run-Required whole length

CAMDEN COUNTY
License required on Delaware River and all other waters

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Bidwells Creek-None-all saline water

Cedar Swamp Creek-None-all saline water

Dennis Creek-None-all saline water

East Creek—100 ft. below East Creek Lake Dam, Eldora

Tuckahoe River—First northerly tributary downstream of
lower Rt. 49 Bridge (McNeals Br.)

West Creek—100 feet below West Creek Lake dam (Pickle
Factory Pond)

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

Andrews Creek-None-all saline water

Back Creek—-None-all saline water

Cedar Creek—100 ft. downstream of Cedar Lake dam
Cohansey River—Rt. 49 Bridge at Bridgeton

Dividing Creek-Route 555 bridge

Fishing Creek-None-all saline water

Manumuskin Creek-Required whole length

Maurice River-Mouth of Manumuskin Creek near Port
Elizabeth

Menantico Creek-Required whole length

Muskee Creek-S. side of bridge on Weathersby Road

Nantuxent Creek (Pages Run)-Route 553 north of
Frames Corner

Oranoken Creek—Whitecar Mill, North of Beaver Dam

Oyster Creek-None-all saline water
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¢ Riggins Ditch-Route 47

¢ Sow and Pigs Branch Nantuxent—None-all saline water
i Stow Creek—Buckhorn Rd. Bridge, Jericho

i Straight Creek-None-all saline water

: West Creek—100 ft. below West Creek Lake dam (Pickle

Factory Pond)

Verona Ave.) and Kearny

Peddie Ditch-None-all saline water

i GLOUCESTER COUNTY

¢ Big Timber Creek-Required whole length

i Delaware River-Commodore Barry Bridge at Bridgeport
: Mantua Creek-Required whole length

i Oldmans Creek-Route 1-295 bridge

i Raccoon Creek-Required whole length

i Woodbury Creek-Required whole length

: HUDSON COUNTY

i Hackensack River-None-all saline water
i Hudson River-None-all saline water

i Passaic River—Railroad bridge between Newark (at Verona :
: : SALEM COUNTY

¢ Alloway Creek—Route 540 bridge at Alloway

i Black Ditch-None-all saline water

¢ Delaware River-None-all saline water

i Fishing Creek-None-all saline water

: Hope Creek-None-all saline water

i Mad Horse Creek-None-all saline water

i Mill Creek-None-all saline water

¢ Oldmans Creek-Route 1-295 Southbound Bridge

i Salem River-Dupont Dam near Cedar Crest Manor
: Salem Canal-Dam at Deepwater

i Stow Creek-Buckhorn Rd. Bridge, Jericho

i Straight Ditch-None-all saline water

SOMERSET COUNTY
License required on all waters

| SUSSEX COUNTY
¢ Licensed required on Delaware River and all other waters

i UNION COUNTY

¢ Elizabeth River—West Grand St., Elizabeth

¢ Great Ditch-None-all saline water

i Morses Creek-0ld Morses Mill Rd.

i Oyster Creek-None-all saline water

i Peddie Ditch-None-all saline water

¢ Piles Creek—None-all saline water

i Rahway River-Lawrence St. (Rt. 514), Rahway

. WARREN COUNTY
License required on Delaware River and all other waters

Ave.) and Kearny

' HUNTERDON COUNTY

Mullica River-Line between Seventh Ave., Sweetwater, and License required on Delaware River and all other waters

MERCER COUNTY
i License required on Delaware River and all other waters

MIDDLESEX COUNTY

i Cheesequake Creek-Dam at Cheesequake Lake,
Wading River—Charcoal Landing, Chips Folly Campground :
i Lawrence Brook-N.J. Turnpike bridge, East Brunswick
i Raritan River-Landing Lane bridge, New Brunswick

i South River-Route 527 bridge (New Brunswick

Cheesequake State Park

0ld Bridge Tpk.)

Woodbridge River-N.J. Turnpike bridge

MONMOUTH COUNTY

¢ Black Creek-Spillway at Ocean Rd.

¢ Branchport Creek-Mouth of Turtle Mill Brook

i Deal Lake-Top of dam

: Hockhockson (Pine) Brook—Garden State Parkway

Northbound Bridge

Little Silver Creek-Little Silver Creek Brook
i Manasquan River-Bennetts bridge, Manasquan Wildlife

Management Area

i Matawan Creek—Lefferts Lake dam

i Oceanport Creek-Mouth of Husky Brook

: Parkers Creek-Mouth of Parkers Creek Brook

i Shark River-Remsen Mills Road

: Swimming River-Swimming River Road bridge

Fortescue Cr./Branch of Oranoken Cr.-None-all saline water Wreck Pond Greek-Rt. 71 bridge

: MORRISCOUNTY
License required on all waters

OCEAN COUNTY
Mill Creek-Tributary of Cohansey-Route 553 bridge, Fairton :
i Cedar Creek-Route 9

: Cedar Run-Route 9

i Dinner Point Creek-None-all saline water
: Double Creek—None-all saline water

¢ Forked River—All branches Route 9

Beaver Dam Creek-Route 88

¢ Gunning River-None-all saline water

¢ Jakes Branch—Above Atlantic City Blvd.

¢ Jeffreys Creek-Ocean Gate Road to Ocean Gate

i Kettle Creek—Route 549

i Lake of the Lilies—Entire lake

i Long Swamp Creek-Washington Street Bridge, Toms River
i Manahawkin Creek-Dams for Manahawkin W.M.A.

impoundments bayside

i Metedeconk River-Rt. 70 Bridge, Laurelton

i Mill Creek—Mouth of Creek at lagoons in Beach Haven West
¢ Mill Creek-Pine Beach-Ocean Gate Road

: Oyster Creek—Route 9

i Parkers Run-None-all saline water

: Potters Creek-None-all saline water

i Stouts Creek-None-all saline water

¢ Stouts Creek S. Br.—Bayside East Parkway

i Toms River-Garden State Parkway, Northbound Bridge
i Tuckerton Creek-Dam at Route 9

: Waretown Creek—-Route 9

i West Creek-Route 9

. PASSAIC COUNTY
i License required on all waters

IMPORTANT FOOTNOTES:

1. Absence of a river, creek, brook or other
waterway from this list does not make it
exempt from requiring a license to fish
the freshwaters.

2. Names of waters conform to those given
on the United States Geological Survey 7.5
Minute Topographic Series Maps.
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REGULATIONS

Wildlife Management Area Regulations

REguIati onsfor use of these areas are established :

y the Division of Fish and Wildlife with

penalties of not less than $50 nor more than $200.

Information on these regulations and permit
applications may be obtained by writing to the
Division of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box 400,
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400.

The Division may revoke any permit or other
authorization issued for violation or due cause.

Thefollowing are prohibited: camping,
swimming, picnicking, dumping, cutting or
damaging vegetation, al coholic beveragesandfires.

Restricted Hours

Wildlife Management Areas are closed from
9 p.m. until 5am. unless engaged in lawful
hunting, fishing or trapping activities.

Specia permission may be granted for
Division approved activities.

M otor Vehicles

No person shall operate an unregistered vehicle

on roads under the control of the Division of Fish
and Wildlife. All motor vehicles are restricted to
established public roads and parking areas.

The use of dog sleds and dog carts, off-road
vehicles, ATV, trailbikes or snowmobilesis
prohibited on all Wildlife Management Areas
unless authorized by the Division.

Target Practice

Only archery, shotgun, muzzleloading
shotgun, muzzleloading rifle and .22 caliber

Angler Ethics

1. Keep Only the Fish Needed

2. Do Not Pollute—Properly
Dispose of Trash

3. Sharpen Angling and
Boating Skills

4. Observe Angling and Boating
Safety Regulations

5. Respect Other Anglers’ Rights

6. Respect Property
Owners’ Rights

7. Pass on Knowledge and
Angling Skills

8. Support Local
Conservation Efforts

9. Never Stock Fish or Plants into
Public Waters

10. Promote the Sport of Angling
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rimfire rifle shooting is alowed in designated

i hunter training ranges according to posted

¢ regulations at thetraining area. Other target :
¢ practiceis alowed only with permission fromthe
i Division of Fish and Wildlife. :

 Field Trials :
' Permits for use of Wildlife Management Aress
¢ forrunning of field trialsmay begranted by theDivision.

i Dog Training and Exercising ;
: Dogs may only be trained between Sept. 1 and
i Apr. 30. Some areas with designated dog training
i areasallow dog training all year. All dogs must be
i licensed according to state law. :

Outboard Motors

: Only electric motors are allowed on :
i freshwater lakes and ponds owned by NJ Division
: of Fish and Wildlife with the exception of Union

i Lake, where outboard motors not exceeding

¢ 9.9 hp. may be used. On Prospertown Lake, only
manually operated boats and canoes are allowed.

i Horseback Riding

Thisisalowed only on designated WMASs :
i with written permission from the Division of Fish
i and Wildlife. For horseback riding permit :
i information, call (609) 259-2132.

i Fishing Tournament

Any club or organization that would like to

i use Division Wildlife Management Areas for :
¢ fishing tournaments must secure a permit from the :
i Division. An application must be submitted along
i with a$17 fee to obtain a use permit. Applications :
¢ will be accepted in January at the Division's :
i Southern Region office at (856) 629-4950.

i Boat Ramp M aintenance Per mit

: Any vehicle used to transport or launch a

i vessel or water conveyance on the following

: WMAs must have affixed to the lower corner of

: thedriver's side rear window a Boat Ramp

¢ Maintenance Permit or applicant’s copy from a

¢ valid hunting, fishing or trapping license. Boat :
i Ramp Maintenance Permits may be purchased for :
i afeeof $15 from Division offices at the Pequest
i Trout Hatchery and Natural Resource Education

i Center, Northern, Central and Southern Region,

: Nacote Creek, Bivalve, Tuckahoe, Lebanonand
¢ Trenton offices. Boat Ramp Maintenance Permits
i may also be purchased by mail from N.J. Division :
i of Fish and Wildlife, PO Box 400, Trenton, N.J.
i 08625, Att: Boat Ramp Permit.

i 1. Round Valley Reservoir, Angler Access

. Kingwood Access, Delaware River

. Assunpink WMA, Assunpink Lake

. Assunpink WMA, Stone Tavern Lake
Assunpink WMA, Rising Sun Lake

Dennis Creek WMA, Dennis Creek

. Tuckahoe WMA, Tuckahoe River

Mad Horse Creek WMA, Mad Horse Creek

. Union Lake WMA, Union Lake

. Menantico PondsWMA, Menantico Ponds

. Prospertown Lake WMA, Prospertown Lake

FPOOONOUAWNE

e

Maps and information on hunting
and fishing areas is also available
from the following sources:

USGS Topographic Maps

Topo quads - $10 each. Specify exact location
including county, township, road or select a WMA
NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Maps and Publications

P.O. Box 438 e Trenton, NJ 08625-0438

(609) 777-1038 e www.state.nj.us/dep/njgs

State Parks and Forests Maps

Maps and information on lands administered by
the Division of Parks and Forestry.

Please specify park or forest. Free.

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Division of Parks and Forestry

P.O. Box 404 e Trenton, NJ 08625-0404

(800) 843-6420

Wildlife Management Area Maps

Maps and information on lands administered by
the Division of Fish and Wildlife. Available on
our Web site at: www.njfishandwildlife.com/
wmaland.htm. Photocopies of individual WMA
maps on USGS base available free. Specify
which WMA.

NJ Div. Fish and Wildlife

WMA Map Request

P.O. Box 400 e Trenton, NJ 08625

(609) 984-0547

Or, to create your own map,
See i-MapNdJ below

A statewide “Wild Places & Open Spaces” map
is available for $4 (includes first class postage)
NJ Div. Fish and Wildlife

Wild Places & Open Spaces map

P.O. Box 400 e Trenton, NJ 08625

(609) 984-0844

Inventory of New Jersey Lakes and Ponds,
including location, fish species present,
stocking information, water depth, weed
distribution and water quality on 12 select
lakes. $3 (includes postage)

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife

Freshwater Fisheries

P.O. Box 394

Lebanon, NJ 08833

New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection
(DEP) has a new Web-based

tool called i-MapNJ.

If you have access to the Internet, here is a
way to create maps of your favorite Wildlife
Management Areas. i-MapNJ also provides a
wealth of other environmental information.

This interactive program is updated on a
regular basis so most of the latest information
is available.

To access i-MapNJ, go to the DEP’s
Web site at www.state.nj.us/dep. Click the
i-MapNJ button in the left column.

If you do not have access to the Internet and
are interested in a specific Wildlife Management
Area, call (609) 984-0547 to request a map.

2005 Freshwater Fishing 17



FISHING FEATURES

Park Ponds Offer Excellent Fishing Adventures Close to Home

hen | was akid, freshwater fishing opportu-

nitiesin my hometown of Bayonne were
nonexistent, so my friend and | would board a
public bus, fishing rods and tackle box in hand.
After a 15-minute ride, and many strange looks
from the elderly passengers, we were standing on
the shore of Clove Lakein Staten Island, N.Y.
There, the heavily forested park seemed like the
wildernessto us city boys.

After afun-filled day of fishing, | would

return home and proudly display my catch to my
mother, who like many moms, was joyful about

my success. Although | went fishing and crabbing
most often in nearby New York Bay, we had many
i nel catfish stocking in the fall and in the spring
: when fish larger than 12 inches are distributed for
¢ harvesting. Even small park ponds can produce

fishing adventuresto Clove Lake Park, which
gave me an opportunity to experience freshwater
fishing close to my neighborhood.

Hundreds of municipal and county park ponds
are scattered throughout New Jersey. And while

many of these pondsare small, they offer adultsand :
children good fishing opportunities close to home. :
i & Wildlife also supplies fish for more than 90

i children’sfishing derbies held primarily at park

Park ponds are excellent placesto teach
newcomers how to fish. Shorelines are usualy

unobstructed, allowing good access and plenty of
roomto cast. Most contain avariety of warm-water :
: opportunities available practically in their own
i backyards. In fact, the Essex County Parks

fish species, including numerous sunfish, which
arerelatively easy to catch. Parks also are family

Oldest Hatchery - Est. 1865
Certified Whirling Disease FREE!

All Species of Game and Pan Fish in New Jersey

e Trout

* Bluegills

» Largemouth Bass

* Channel Catfish
» Water Plants

friendly; many feature picnic areas and restrooms.
The New Jersey Department of

¢ Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish &

¢ Wildlife recognizes that park ponds and the local

¢ fishing opportunities they provide enhance the

i quality of lifein communities statewide, especidly :
i thosein urban areas.

Seasonal trout fishing in park pondsis quite

productive; typical harvest rates are higher than
: any other type of waterbody. Through various

i stocking programs, Fish & Wildlife helpsto

i ensure many park ponds continue to offer aquality :

fishing experience. These programs include trout
stockings in the spring, fall and winter, and chan-

trophy-size channel catfish, as demonstrated by

i the 26-pound, nine-ounce monster caught from

Holmdel Park Pond in 1988.
Working with local sponsors every year, Fish

ponds. These popular programs are designed to
introduce kids and their parents to the fishing

New Jersey’s

» Crappies

* Yellow Perch

 Fat Head Minnows
* White Amur (Grass Eating Carp)
* Koi & Koi Feed

Fish Delivered or Picked-up at our Scenic Hatchery in Warren County

Our Hours are: M—F 8:00 Av—4:00 pm » Sat 8:00 AM—2:00 pPm
“We Specialize in Sportsmen’s Club Stocking”

i Department, the nation’s oldest county park sys-
i tem, has had a successful urban fishing program
i for more than 30 years.

In recent years, many municipal and county

parksin New Jersey have undergone arenaissance

that typically hasincluded improving or restoring

i their ponds, often the parks’ focal point. These

i enhancements generally include dredging, shore-
i line stabilization and stormwater management, all
: of which resultsin acleaner, healthier pond and
 better fishing. Recently restored pondsinclude

Woodrow Wilson Park Pond in Union County;

i Hardcastle Pond in Bergen County; Weequahic

i Park Lakein Essex County; Ambrose and Doty’s
i Brooks Park in Middlesex County; and Grover

: Cleveland Park Pond and Verona Park Pond, both
 in Essex County.

So pick apark, find the pond and wet your

line. Park ponds are great places to enjoy fishing
i with family and friends. Best of al, they'reright
i inyour neighborhood.

For more information on pondsin your

area, visit www.njfishandwildlife.com and
i click on*Placesto Fish” or contact your local
i park commission.

—Robert Papson,
Principal Fisheries Biologist

Where
Quality
Counts!

-

)

Musky Trout Hatchery, Inc.

279 Bloomsbury Road, Asbury, NJ 08802

Telephone (908) 479-4893

After 5:00 pm call Jeff or Vern Mancini (908) 638-8747
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Outfitting you for seasons of success.

- ey e

| ol

Whether you're in the field or on the water we’ll outfit you
for a successful experience.

At Cabela’s, we know taking care of the details is the best way
to make sure your trips to woods and waters produce big
memories. That’s why we offer an incredibly comprehensive
selection of hunting, fishing, camping and outdoor gear. All
backed by our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. Call today for
a free catalog, shop online or visit one of our retail stores.
Shop the selection of the World’s Foremost Outfitter® and
enjoy your time afield and afloat.

WORLD’S FOREMOST OUTFITTER®
Hunting « Fishing « Outdoor Gear

FREE CATALOG SHOP ONLINE RETAIL STORES
800.775.7664 www.cabelas.com 800.581.4420

TOS-MOJD 'du| ‘s;e|aged 5002 ©




ATTENTION
ANGLERS

Pack out
what you pack in!

No Littering!

Respect our natural
resourcesand all
landowners,
whether public
or private. The
angler image
[ depends on you;
alittlelitter can
make a huge
difference.

. enjoy thefresh air, add
: pleasant exerciseto your By o de%
i routine, and access

i fishing areasfromwhich
i other anglersshy away. —
i One- and two-person

i kayaksare affordable,

¢ lightweight and can be

¢ transported more easily

i to nearly any fishing

¢ location; no pickup truck
i or trailer required. Readily available roof racks
i makeit asnap to transport akayak atop aminivan
i or asedan.

FISHERMAN’S
ROOST
COTTAGES

e Lake Ontario e
e Oak Orchard e
e Point Breeze e

Cable TV ¢ Heat » Freezers
Parking * Fully Equipped
Day or Week
Your Hosts
M.G. & Bob McDonald

923 Pt. Breeze Road
Kent, NY 14477

Res. (585) 342-5533
Summer (585) 682-5742

FISHING FEATURES

For a Fresh Perspective on Angling,
Try Kayaking

Pshing from akayak

isaunique way to

Imagine this: You're paddling into the slowly

i moving, tea-colored water of alonely creek. Still,
¢ you can see three feet down to the gravel bottom

i dotted with aquar[ic plants flowing back and forth :
i likelong, green ribbons. Your kayak approaches a E
i stand of flooded timber. Suddenly, wood ducksjump :
i up 20 yards beyond and fly off. The flooded timber :
¢ hasadistinctive, wet scent. A small opening just

i ahead allows sunlight to penetrate the dense tree

i canopy. To the left, aV-shaped wake moves from

i left to right, then stops abruptly at alily pad.

Stealthily, you slip your fishing rod from the

: holder and make a perfect cast 10 feet past thelily.
: Asyou begintored in theline, awake forms

i again. There’saflash of silver below the waterline
i and the fish pounces on your lure! The rod

i doubles over and instinctively you set the hook.

Kayak fishing is catching!

Now your line beginsto
dlice through the water
asthefish attempts an
escape. Carefully, you
guide the rod to direct
the fish through the
stumps toward your
kayak asyouredl. Itisa
largemouth bass.
Reaching into the
water and gently grasp-
ing the lower lip, you
hoist the beauty out of

i thewater, estimating its weight at four pounds.

After removing the hook, you release the fish,

: admiring the bass's moss-green coloration and

¢ black bands running down its length. Asthefish

i swims away, you reflect on this sequence of events
i and realize the use of akayak made it possible.

The Garden State’s uniquely diverse habitats
provide kayak anglers with endless fishing
: opportunitiesinlakes, pondsand rivers. Unlike other
kinds of boats, kayaks can navigate the shallow

i water and thick vegetation that are distinguishing
i features of many ideal fishing spots. Species such
i asbass, chain pickerel and sunfish lurk in these

i areas, just waiting to be caught!

If the hustle and bustle of the workplace has

you dreaming of an escape this weekend, try
i kayaking. Catch afew fish, exercise afew muscles
i and experience nature on amore personal level.

—Hugh Carberry, Supervising Fisheries Biologist

Become an instructor with
Fish and Wildlife’s Hunter Education Program.

| The Division’s Hunter Education

. | Unit is looking for New Jersey’s
best sportsmen and women

to teach new hunters by
utilizing an exciting

home study/field course format.
A minimum of six weekend
days are required each year.

Call (856) 629-0552

leave your name and address to
receive an application.
Or visit our Web site:
www.hjfishandwildlife.com
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RAISTOWNLARE A 118 MILES OF SHORELINE i
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o / aaafec/ " fé@ feaaf f / /r(f&’ 0f Sou fé ge/ﬂf/‘a/ A
etay, , .
aboard one af oure fa/{y eyaﬁ/aa/ rental houseboats,

Our houseboatss range from #0 to 58 feet in tength. 7 hey all have liing and dining ar-eas,
Kitehens aya{a/ez/ with stove, /‘ef/‘gb@/‘a lor, microwave,; balhroom with f«// sized shower;

7 to 4 bedrooms, ai awm//f/b/(/}g/ and generators, ke fmwt decks are aa/f(/ﬁ/afa with /a/y/e 1ce
chests, tabte & chaies & gas gritl, [ e lrger models have waterstides and o fire newest
ones abeo have hot tubs on the top deck,

Marina Facitltics abeo inebude.
0 Pontoon boat Rentals for riling, fiching, shing, tubing.
Skis, tube, @é/'/‘ﬂ/ﬂe and sky vests fa/‘/m's’éec/

Make your
reservations to visit
us this season
April thru October.

Call or write
for our 2005
brochures.

O titity boat Kentale  OSjphtsecing
* Marina Stare *Restarart — SEYEN PONTS MARINA

0 Dinner &ﬁdkzﬁfwx}y RD 1, Raystown Lake, Hesston, PA 16647
oruises aboard o by Ph: 814-658-3074 Fax: 814-658-2062
crwse boat Pricess Web Site: www.7pointsmarina.com

Email us at: aei@7pointsmarina.com




carp fishing story published in the 2004

Freshwater Fishing issue of the New Jersey
Fish & Wildlife Digest generated an unprecedented :
level of angler interest. Many anglers called or
sent e-mail both to express appreciation and to
talk shop about carp fishing. They shared
information about carp fishing organizations,
tackle supply companlesandflshlng tactlcs It soon

became clear thereisa
growing group of anglers
who specializein carp
fishing. The secret’s out!
Among many of the

conversationstherewas a

common thread: Fishing
techniques originating in

the United Kingdom have

dramatically increased
catch ratesin New Jersey,
and anglersare landing
carp aslargeas 30
pounds. So, Fish &
Wildlifeis pleased to
share thisinformation

to help carp-fishing

newcomers and seasoned anglers boost their
chances of catching atrue trophy carp.

Key tacticsfor catching carp

FISHING FEATURES

Freshwater Clydesdales: Carp!
Part Two—Carp Fishing UK Style

them into the water.

: list below).

Bill Friedman caught :
a47-poundcarp,a
staterecord, in 1995
on the South Branch
of the Raritan River. :

i tackle supplier.

In the United Kingdom, successful anglers

attract carp to an areaby
broadcasting ground
baits (similar to chum-
ming) afew days before
and during afishing
excursion. Ground baits
comein two forms: sink-
ing and cloud. The types
of watersyou fish, the
speed of the current and
the number of carp in the
areadl determine which
kind of ground bait to
use. Generally, sinking
bait works best in swift
current and a cloud bait
works better in cam
water.

A sinking ground
bait has abase of stale
bread: white, brown,
whole wheat or a combi-
nation of all three.
Anglers soak the bread
overnight in water or in
milk diluted with an
equal amount of water.
After soaking, the bread
isdrained, squeezed dry
by hand and then formed
into aball. Flavoring is
added as alure; consider
using sweet corn, pearl

Boilie Recipe

« Equal parts corn meal, semolina and soy
flour; mixed

Enough eggs to turn dry ingredients into
dough (start with 2 eggs for every three cups
of meal-flour mixture)

Flavoring (powdered drink mix, either straw-
berry or cherry)

Artificial sweetener

Food coloring (either red, yellow or green)
1/4 tablespoon vegetable oil for each egg
used

Mix together eggs, flavoring, sweetener, food
coloring and vegetable oil in a bowl. Stir in the
meal-flour mixture to make a stiff dough. (If
dough is too dry, add more egg.) Let the
dough sit for 10-15 minutes. Using your hands,
roll large pieces of the dough into the shape of
sausages about a half-inch thick. With a knife,
cut the roll of dough into half-inch lengths. Use
your hands to shape the cut pieces into balls.
Add the small balls to boiling water and
cooked for approximately two minutes. With a
slotted spoon, remove the boilies from the hot
water and place them on a several layers of
paper towels. Let boilies set for four or five
hours, and then go fishing. Extra boilies can be
frozen in plastic bags for future fishing trips. If
you experiment with this recipe, be sure to
write down the ingredient ratios. If the carp
find your boilies irresistible, you'll want to
recreate your special batch.

22 2005 Freshwater Fishing

i barley, cheese, crushed birdseed or bran. These
i ingredients are best added at the shoreline to
ensure maximum dispersal of the scent. Anglers
: break small pieces from the dough ball and toss

: A cloud ground bait also starts with stale

i bread, but it is not soaked. Instead, the bread is
tossed into a blender, processed into afine pow-

i der, placed in acontainer and taken to the fishing
¢ location. Once there, scoop up some water, add

¢ just enough to the bread powder to achieve a

i dough-like consistency and then add aflavoring.

i Form the dough into aball, break off small pieces
i and scattered them into the fishing area. :
: Anglers also can purchase ready-made ground :
¢ baitsfrom many carp-fishing tackle suppliers (see

: Another tip: Avid carp anglers use athrowing
i dtick (above) to distribute ground baits farther :
i from the bank. Fashion your own throwing
i stick or purchase one from any carp-fishing

Boiliesarethe best
Among carp anglers
in the United Kingdom,
boilies are the baits of
choice. Although similar
to American-style dough
balls, boilies are more
refined. An Internet
search yields hundreds
of recipesfor boilies;
however, the following
oneiseasy to make and
workswell in both lakes
and rivers. Many of the
ingredients are available
at your local health
food store.

TheHair Rig

After studying carp
behavior with hooks
during tank tests, English
fishermen Kevin
Maddocksand Len

Middleton developed the

hair riginthelate‘70s.

Maddocks and Middleton :

learned that carp could
sense the presence of a

hook and feel thefishing

line passing over their
lips and were frightened
by it, even if the hook

i was buried in bait. Their studies demonstrated
i that carp would regularly spit out the bait if it
i contained a hidden hook.

To increase hooking success, Maddocks and

i Middleton developed the hair rig (pictured below

i with aboilie). Though the premise of the hair rig

i hasn’t changed during the past 30 years, there now
i isan emphasis on the hook’s ahility to rotate to get
i agood hold asthe carp runs with the bait. This set
¢ up typically uses an eight- to 10-inch piece of

i braided line with aswivel attached to the terminal

: end. A large sewing needle can be used to passthe
i braided line through the boilie. Onceit is through,
i two or three square knots aretied in the line to

prevent the boilie from slipping off during acast.

i Therigis best used with afish-finder weight har-
i nessthat allowsthe carp to take the bait without
: feeling the weight of asinker.

. --‘

A 2

s

Carp are well distributed in New Jersey and

i areavirtually untouched recreational fishery. An
i angler who moved to New Jersey from Great

¢ Britain regularly catches 20- to 25-pound carp

¢ using fishing tactics he learned abroad. Try these
¢ techniques and tips, and you might be amazed.

i Don't miss out!

—Hugh Carberry, Supervising Biologist

CARP FISHING ORGANIZATIONS

Many of these sites feature “how to” articles

on carp fishing.
 Carp Fishing UK www.carpfishinguk.net

The most complete collection of carp fishing
information on the Internet.

e CarpAnglersGroup (CAG)

www.carpanglersgroup.com

CAG isan organization of avid carp anglers
from the United States, Canada, Great Britain
and beyond. Founded in 1993 as a speciaty
section within the American Fishing
Association, it has since evolved into an
independent educational and social group
devoted to carp fishing.

(continued on next page)
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Freshwater
Clydesdales: Carp!
(continued)
 Carp Fishing M agazine www.carp.com
The magazine's Web page

 Carp Fishing—North America
www.carpfishing.com
Dedicated to disseminating information to
carpers throughout North America and the
world.

CARP FISHING TACKLE SUPPLIERS

Visit these Web sites for tips, ground baits, boilies,
and carprigs.

* Ledies-Luton www.leslies-luton.co.uk

» CC M oore www.ccmoore.com
 Castaway-Tackle www.castaway-tackle.com
* Flacktackle www.flacktackle.com

* Royal Carp Inc. www.royalcarp.com

Hey, how'’s
the fishing?

Whether you've been catching
fish like crazy or you haven’t had
a bite, New Jersey Division of
Fish and Wildlife wants to
hear from you.

A new Freshwater Fishing
Survey asks about the kinds of
fish you're catching (or not catch-
ing!) and the places you've been
fishing, among other questions.

Information gathered through
the survey will help Fish and
Wildlife to make the best possible
use of your fishing license
dollars in its fisheries management
programs, which include
stocking public waters.

Fish and Wildlife would like to
know if you've been successful
or you've been skunked; whether
you keep your catch or turn them
back alive; and other important
information. Please complete the
fishing survey available at
www.hjfishandwildlife.com; it only
takes minutes to complete.

FISHING FEATURES

(% N
iﬁ--};; f

Har d-fighting
northern pike,
likethis
handsome

fish caught at
SpruceRun
Reservaoir,
makefor an
exciting fishing
experience.

Photo courtesy of
Tom Pegliaroli

Motor Homes .........

Travel Trailers ......... $115
Fifth Wheels .......... $205
Tent Camper ........... $79
Truck Camper ......... $115

MILLIONS in Inventory.....

All ready for your immediate delivery
*Call for details

HOURS:
\ SALES EAMILY
“QG”' Mon-Thur 9-8 oW
DET AN B Fri 9-7 « Sat 9-5 : .
CFPERATED

Willingboro SERVICE/PARTS FOR

RV Center Mon-Tue 8-5 D\:;E 2
Wed 8-7 YEARSI

Thur-Fri 8-5

( SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - STORAGE )
(4175 Route 130 South Edgewater Park, NJ |
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January and February

* Go fishing for sea-run brown trout in the Manasquan River.
Use small minnow plugs and retrieve slowly.

« Try fishing through the ice for trout, yellow perch, chain
pickerel and largemouth bass. Use tip ups
or try jigging.

* Make a day trip to the Upper Delaware for walleyes. Jigs
and nightcrawlers are the preferred baits. Local experts
recommend motor oil-colored “power worms”.

* Get involved! Attend the annual public trout meeting at
Pequest Trout Hatchery in Warren County in February.

* Give trout fishing a try at one of Fish and Wildlife’s
winter trout-stocked lakes. For a list of those lakes, visit
www.hijfishandwildlife.com.

March

* Remember, fishing is prohibited on all waters listed for trout
stocking from March 21 through April 9 at 8 a.m. For
exceptions, refer to the “Trout Fishing” regulations in this Digest.

» Catch sea run brown trout in Manasquan River. Try using
nightcrawlers, spawn sacks and minnows.

¢ Hook early American shad in the Delaware River at the Mercer
Generating Station.

* Visit the Pinelands to catch chain pickerel. Try old cranberry
bogs and the Mullica River. Use golden shiners, killies, spinners
and small minnow plugs.

* Try fishing for yellow perch at the “bulkhead” in Mays Landing.

* Go fishing for black crappies in Lake Assunpink. Use live baits;
hair jigs and small tube lures are productive artificial lures.

April

 Celebrate spring with other anglers at the Pequest Trout
Hatchery’s annual open house, April 2 and 3. Get a behind-the-
scene tour of the facility. Feed big trout in the raceways. This is a
great trip for children!

 Enjoy the much-anticipated opening day of trout season on

April 9 at 8 am.

¢« Remember, “Catch-and-Release”

season for largemouth and smallmouth

bass is April 15 through June 15.

* Don't miss the opportunity to catch

shad. The American shad run tradi-

tionally peaks in the Delaware River

during the last two weeks of April.

* Try surface poppers and live bait to

bring in striped bass ascending the

Delaware and Atlantic Coast Rivers.

Refer to “Warmwater and

Coolwater” and “Boundary Waters”

regulations for site-specific seasons

and creel limits.
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* Go fishing for hybrid striped bass in
Lake Hopatcong from boat or shore at
Brady’s Bridge. Top water plugs or
suspending lures are effective.

May

* Do some fast-and-furious fishing for striped
bass using surface poppers at Trenton Falls.
Watch stripers boil at the surface as they
chase your lure.

* Have a productive day of smallmouth bass
fishing in the Upper Delaware River, Merrill
Creek Reservoir and Union Lake.

Try fishing at “Holdover” and “Trophy Trout” lakes. Drift fishing
with herring and trolling crankbaits are proven techniques.

Go muskellunge fishing; it becomes more productive as water
temperatures heat up. New Jersey’s top muskie areas are:
Greenwood Lake, Echo Lake Reservoir, Lake Hopatcong,
Mountain Lake, Mercer Lake, Monksville Reservoir and the
Delaware River.

June

Have fun during National Fishing and Boating Week, June 5-12.

Fish for free on June 11 and 12. Find out more about Fish and
Wildlife’s Free Fishing Days events at www.njfishandwildlife.com

Get children involved in Fish and Wildlife’s “Fishing Derby”
program. Visit www.njfishandwildlife.com for information on
fishing derbies.

Remember, after June 15, “Catch-and-Release” is no longer in
effect for largemouth and smallmouth bass. Catch a “lunker” at
one of Fish and Wildlife’s “Lunker Bass Lakes”.

Give tournament angling a try. You may find the friendly
competition addictive.

Catch bluegills and pumpkinseed with ease these days. Use
nightcrawlers, mealworms and crickets.

Go fishing at one of New Jersey’s top 10 largemouth bass lakes:
Assunpink Lake, Delaware Lake, Lake Hopatcong, Lake
Wawayanda, Manasquan Reservoir, Parvin Lake, Rainbow Lake,
Sunset Lake, Swartswood Lake, and Union Lake.

Try artificial lures and live bait for
some productive small-
mouth bass fishing in the
Upper Delaware River.

Enjoy productive fishing for
channel catfish in the
Delaware and the 90 lakes
stocked by Fish and Wildlife.
Try using chicken liver, dip
worms and nightcrawlers.

Go bow fishing for carp in the
shallows at lakes and streams.
Bow fishermen and women
should know that a freshwater
fishing license is required.
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July

* Why go to Canada to catch
walleyes? Here at home,
Monksville Reservoir,
Swartswood Lake, and Lake
Hopatcong have expanding wall-
eye fisheries. Drift fishing at night
with herring or trolling deep-
diving crankbaits are good bets.
* Give carp fishing a try. Find
good tips in the “Freshwater
Clydesdales” article featured in
this Digest.

» Check it out: Tiger muskie angler
catches peak in Rancocas Creek
this month. Try big golden shiners
and large swimming minnow
imitator plugs.

* Try bottom fishing for channel catfish in Lake Hopatcong.

Brady’s Bridge and Great Cove are good locations. Use
nightcrawlers, dip worms and chicken liver.

Go trolling and drift fishing with live herring for productive
hybrid striped bass angling at

Spruce Run Reservoir. Baits
should be fished 10 feet deep.

August

Try bottom fishing in Lake
Hopatcong for channel
catfish. Local experts highly
recommend Brady’s Bridge
and Great Cove. Try using
cut bait, dip worms,
chicken liver, uncooked
hot dog, and night-
crawlers for bait. Refer to
Fish and Wildlife’s Web
site for a list of other lakes
stocked with channel catfish. Take your catch
home for dinner; channel catfish are excellent table fare.

Hybrid striped bass angling is productive at Spruce Run
Reservoir by trolling with deep diving crank baits and
drift fishing with herring and golden shiner. Baits should
be fished at least ten feet deep for optimal success.

September

* Enjoy great muskellunge fishing! The action heats up
as water temperatures cool down again. Use swimming plugs
and live bait.

* Catch largemouth bass as cooling water temperatures
concentrate them and trigger feeding activity. Try rattletraps in
Rainbow and Parvin Lakes.
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October

* Participate in Fish and Wildlife’s fall trout stocking program. If
you are from South Jersey, try fishing in a North Jersey stream
for a change of pace.

* Go shoreline fishing in the shallows for holdover rainbow trout
at Round Valley Reservoir. Don’t miss

out on this exciting fishery!

Try hair jigs and tube lures to catch hungry black crappies that
are schooling in cooler, deeper water.

Have fun fishing for northern pike at Farrington Lake, Spruce
Run Reservoir and Budd Lake.

Catch sea-run brown trout in Manasquan River on night-
crawlers, spawn sacks and minnows.

November and December

* Go fishing for walleye in the Upper
Delaware River.

Jigs and nightcrawlers are the
preferred baits. Local experts
recommend motor oil-colored
“power worms”.

* Reel in sea-run brown trout in
Manasquan River by using
nightcrawlers, spawn sacks and
minnows.

 Give trout fishing a try at one of
Fish and Wildlife’s winter trout-
stocked lakes.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

E - - Department of T <

=

Environmental Protection

Division of Fish and Wildlife

Saturday & Sunday
April 2 & 33,2005
10 a.m.~4 p.m. daily B!

NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF
at Fish and Wildlife

Pequest Trout Hatchery
and Natural Resource Education Center

« Kids craft and hands-on activities including fish printing, casting contests and gill net
maze « Wildlife artists and taxidermists that specialize in fish and aquatic subjects *
Displays and demonstrations by conservation groups ¢ Fisheries management
demonstrations and exhibits « Information on where to fish and fishing techniques
» Fish cleaning, smoking and cooking demonstrations (free tasting)

» Fishing guides and outfitters « Fishing flea market
* Fly tying demonstrations « Kids’ fishing

Pequest is located on Rt. 46 nine miles west of Hackettstown
in the heart of Warren County’s trout country.

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish and Wildlife
(908) 637-4125 » www.njfishandwildlife.com

*Call Pequest at 908-637-4125 to reserve your space
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FISHING FEATURES

Delaware River Boat Access Sites

N.J. Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Fish and Wildlife
www.njfishandwildlifecom &1

o2

2 C%O“T f/'{%‘ 5& *3
D * @ z 8./

Fish and Wildiif O
New Jersey ish and Wildlite ORA

Department of

o 10
1 312,“ 11
A list of boat access sites is available on our 14 b
15-16%17

Web site to assist anglers in locating boating 19#18
access to the Delaware River from the NJ/NY ~ 9g.21* »
state line downstream to the freshwater license 24 23
line at the Commodore Barry Bridge in Pennsville, 25 ...2628
Salem County, NJ. Several sites below the . og
Commodore Barry Bridge are also included. The ..31_30
access sites are open to the general public and are ‘39
listed in order from north to south. When fishing 38 39.33.32
upstream from the Commodore Barry Bridge, 403. 3'41' "36-37
valid New Jersey or Pennsylvania fishing 43 42

licenses are recognized on both 44 '

shorelines, and anglers may launch 45

from either shore. Upon returning, 46,

an angler may have in possession '
any fish which might be legally

taken according to the regulations

of the state in which the angler lands

his or her boat. This boat access site
information is also available in our
publication Places to Fish. See page 42 to
request a copy.

47"

48 *
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~ FSHIDENTIFICATON
New Jersey’s Freshwater Fishes

American Shad Blueback Herring
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New Jersey’s Freshwater Fishes

Largemouth Bass Smallmouth Bass
Redbreast Sunfish ! Bluegill

Pumpklnseed Sunfish

e

~ Channel Catfish White Catfish

Brown Bullhead

. L * '- Y Y
Ky AR
Illustrations: Duane Rauer/USFWS Fallfish l
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FISHERIES PROGRAMS

Wild Places & Open

e

Spaces

l.-.-.._-.'.__" i - 2 -
Photo: NJ Fish and Wildlife
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection,
Division of Fish and Wildlife offers the publication Wild Places

& Open Spaces—A Wildlife Enthusiasts Guide to Finding

and Using Public Open Space in the Garden State. The
publication, designed similar to a road map, offers the outdoors
person a wealth of information on locating and exploring New
Jersey’s open spaces in a compact and easy-to-read format.

Originally developed as an updated version of the familiar Guide
to Wildlife Management Areas, the publication not only contains
valuable information on Wildlife Management Areas and the
variety of wildlife present, but includes state parks, forests and
much more! Showcasing a full-color map of New Jersey, more
than 700,000 acres of public open space are highlighted with an
accompanying wildlife activity grid.

Order yours today by using the form below.

Send check or money order made payable to:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Wild Places Map

P.O. Box 400

Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

Name
Address

City
State

Zip Code

Quantity Ordered
(price per map: $4 includes shipping)

Total Enclosed $
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RT &,

% sportfish
= Z Restoration
&}ORPZ‘I\O Program

ou probably don't have to be told what fishing meansto you. You

know how much you value time spent in the great outdoors, time with
family and friends on the water, the thrill of battling atrophy.

But, you may not realize how much you mean to fishing. You see, your
dollars go directly to help make fishing and boating better in the United
States. Without the support of anglers and boaters, therewould be alot less
opportunity to enjoy these activities.

Andit'sas simple asfilling your boat with gas, buying your child a
new rod, or stocking up on lures before your next trip. You support the
Sport Fish Restoration Program through the tax you pay on recreational
fishing equipment and boat fuel. Simply by purchasing the things you
need for fishing, you are contributing to a partnership which has created
one of the most successful conservation programsin the world; a
program which has restored fisheries, improved habitat and created
fishing and boating access.

Manufacturers pay the tax on the equipment before you purchase it,

S0 you may not have realized your important role in these programs. The
bottom lineis, every time you buy fishing tackle or boating equipment,
you are—in essence—improving fishing and boating.

These are some of the past and present projects funded by the Sport
Fish Restoration Program related to freshwater fisheriesin New Jersey:

monitoring the status and population of anadromous river herring
throughout New Jersey streams

fish population surveys of dozens of lakes and preparation of fisheries
management plans for those lakes

« evaluations of the introduction of alternative warm/cool water species
i.e., hybrid striped bass, northern pike, tiger muskie, walleye and
channel catfish

* surveys of streams and lakes to determine their trout classification
for inclusion in, and protection under, the state’s Surface Water
Quality Standards

* aguatic education programs, including the AquaticWild Project

* better fishing access with the construction of numerous boat launching

facilities such as Union Lake, Menantico Ponds, Tuckahoe Wildlife

Management Area

monitoring fish health in wild and hatchery-reared fish

annual adult American shad population estimate, using sophisticated
hydroacoustic technology, and juvenile shad out-migration index in the
Delaware River

* development and implementation of a stream and |ake fish habitat
improvement program

* investigation of wild brook trout genetics to ascertain if heritage
populations inhabit New Jersey streams

nutrient and plankton study on Round Valley Reservoir to aid in the
management of the trophy trout fishery

* partia funding of the Pequest and Hackettstown hatcheries

New Jersey anglers can be proud of the contribution they make to the
enhancement and conservation of both our own and the nation’s sportfish
populations.

For more information go to the U.S. Fish and Wi dlife Service's Federal
Aid in Sortfish Restoration page at: http://fa.r9.fws.gov/sfr/fasfr.ntml#A.
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FISHERIES PROGRAMS
Winter Trout Stocked Lakes

Stocked November 22-24, 2004

SEA RUN BROWN TROUT

The New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
has stocked brown trout in the lower Manasquan
River. Anglers are asked to report all catches
of brown trout that exhibit characteristics of a

Name County Name County
Mill Pond Bergen Birch Grove Park Pond | Atlantic
Verona Park Lake Essex Haddon Lake Camden
Woodcliff Lake Hudson Rowands Pond Camden
Amwell Lake Hunterdon | Shaws Mill Pond Cumberland
Hook’s Creek Lake Middlesex | Mullica Hill Pond Gloucester
Mt. Hope Pond Morris Spring Lake Monmouth
Speedwell Lake Morris Topenemus Lake Monmouth
Barbours Pond Passaic Lake Shenandoah Ocean
Shepherd Lake Passaic Riverview Beach Pond | Salem
Lake Ocquittunk Sussex

Lake Aeroflex Sussex

Little Swartswood Lake | Sussex

Silver Lake Sussex

Lower Echo Lake Union

Furnace Lake Warren

Atlantic County
Hammonton Lake

Bergen County
Ramapo River
Wanaque River

Burlington County
Crystal Lake
Sylvan Lake

Camden County
Oak Pond

Cumberland County
Giampetro Park Pond
Mary Elmer Lake
Maurice River

Gloucester County
Grenloch Lake
Greenwich Lake
lonaLake
Swedesboro Lake

Hunterdon County
Musconetcong River
Raritan River

Mercer County
Colonial Lake
Rosedale Lake

Middlesex County
Farrington Lake
Roosevelt Park Pond

Fall Trout Stocking 2004

Monmouth County
Manasguan River

Morris County
Black River
Raritan River
Rockaway River

Ocean County
Metedeconk River
Toms River

Passaic County
Wanague River

Salem County
Schadlers Sand Wash Pond

Somer set County
Raritan River

Sussex County
Big Flat Brook
Paulinskill River
Pequest River
Wallkill River

Warren County
Paulinskill River
Pequest River
Pohatcong River
Musconetcong River

sea run. These fish tend to develop a more silvery
coloration, masking most of the body spots,
after an extended time in salt water.

The future of this program depends on these fish
being caught and reported.

Call Pequest State Fish Hatchery
(908) 637-4173
or
Lebanon Field Office
(908) 236-2118

WE NEED YOUR
COOPERATION

NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF

Fish and Wildlife

PEQUEST STATE FISH HATCHERY
2004 Spring Stocking Summary
Total Fish 604,080 Total Pounds 299,999

Production Broodstock
Rainbow 241,510 Fish Rainbow 1,035 Fish
108,993 Pounds 1,556 Pounds
10.8" 16.1"
Brook 233,485 Fish Brook 2,005 Fish
117,298 Pounds 3,976 Pounds
10.9" 16.7"
Brown 123,850 Fish Brown 2,195 Fish
61,806 Pounds 6,370 Pounds
10.5" 18.2"
2004 Fall Trout Stocking Summary
# Fish # Pounds Size
Rainbow Production 52,850 13,846 9.0"
Rainbow Broodstock 1145 3,715 19.3"
Rainbow Surplus 16,260 1,301 6.2"
Brook Surplus 19,875 1,670 6.1"
Brown Surplus 11,510 921 57"
Sea Run Brown 29,000 5,800 75"

Total Fish for Fall 130,640 * Total Pounds for Fall 27,253

2004 Winter Trout Stocking Summary
Rainbow Trout 12,940 4,921 10.7"
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FISHERIES PROGRAMS

New Jersey State
\ Federation of
A Sportsmen’s Clubs, Inc.

WE WORK TO...

« PROTECT YOUR INTEREST IN RESPONSIBLE
MANAGEMENT OF FISH ANDWILDLIFE

« PROMOTE CONSERVATION OF NEW JERSEY'S
NATURAL RESOURCES

“THE FEDERATION”

It's a coalition of hunters, anglers, trappers, recreational shooters and others who

have an interest in enjoying—and preserving—the great outdoor opportunities
available in New Jersey.

It's an alliance that includes individual sportsmen, local fishing/hunting clubs, statewide
groups and chapters of large, well-known sportsmen/conservation organizations.

The members of the Federation have an official say in all policies, recommendations and
N Ew J E RSEY M us KI Es I N c . : proposals that the Federation advances.

The members of the Federation have a direct impact on fish and wildlife policies of

= = New Jersey. By LAW the Federation fills six of the 11 seats on the Fish and Game Council.
Guided Muskie School o
; Visit usat ww.NJSFSC.org
Join us for our annual guided muskie school. The Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) in the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
. . . . . : is the state agency charged with managing all fish, game and wildlife programs in the state.
You’ll learn muskie catching basics, casting and trolling : The NJ Fish and Game Council was created by law and empowered to adopt the Fish and
techniques along with proper equipment selection and how Game Code and advise the DEP Commissioner and the DFW on the management of fish,
h . : : wildlife and habitat. Sportsmen appointees enact wildlife-related law and influence wildlife
to safel}./ handle these pve.rSI.Zed b ruins. Just bnn.g a : policy. Each of the Fish and Game Council members selected by the Federation maintains
a good attitude and a valid fishing Ilce!'lse. We provide all : close contact with us to keep us informed and to understand our positions on various issues.
needed gear and a shore lunch will be included. : .
H Involvement from interested sportsmen—JUST LIKE YOU—
The class will be held at has made a real difference, and will continue to do so.

Greenwood Lake, May 14 and 15, 2004

and will be on a first-come, first-served basis. I you care about

* Wise management of fish and wildlife populations
 Protection and enhancement of our natural lands and wate
 Preservation of our traditional outdoor sports

Openings are very limited, so reserve your spot early. E—
Choose Saturday or Sunday. Cut years off the : \/ T 2
learnin : If you want to Ly
g curve and be well on your way to : Meet otherswho sharesimilar interests A
. . | s .
becoming a master muskie angler! : » Keep informed on current issues affecting NJ sportsmen

* Havefun and participatein Feder ation-sponsored activities: dinners,

A $2 nation is r ted for our services. . )
$200 donation is equested for our services conventions, clay target shoots, jambor ees, tournaments, etc.

All proceeds go back directly into the New Jersey g
muskie fishery, with the bulk of the proceeds being Then get involved!
used to purchase live feed for the muskie fingerlings at N -

NJ Fish and Wildlife’s Hackettstown Hatchery. INJSFSC Membership provides one million dollars of sportsmen

Contact Chuck Graf, President of New Jersey Muskies Inc. liability insurance. Covers hunting, fishing, target shooting

at (845)477-8159. anywhere in the U.S or Canada.
: Memberships: __ $30 Includes monthly newspaper and insurance
MISSION STATEMENT ___$18 Monthly newspaper only
“Muskies, Inc. is an active, service-oriented, non-profit Name
organization with the single focus of improving the sport of :
muskie fishing for men, woman and children. County

Our mission is to unite all muskie fishing interests for the
promotion and protection of a high quality muskellunge
sport fishery in New Jersey.

We are committed to the abatement of water pollution; :
maintenance of records for muskie habits, growth, range and Phone
the dissemination of muskie information to everyone.” :

Address

City. State Zip

Email address

Send with check or money order to:

www.mi22.com | e o aash

Newfoundland, NJ 07435-0742
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Winchester-Browning-Remington-Mossberg—-Beretta-Nikon

Gunsmith Fly Fishing Racks of
On Premises Salt Water Camo
Fresh Water Clothing [ )
Department Kayaks

Backpacks

Black Powder FIEELTE $799 Value

Department HEUELG:
Consigned Get your FREE

EFINGER
*****No Fee * Rk %k

Bow & Firearm Paintball 6 Function

Buck Contests Dept. o q
Come In and Sign Up - Mini-Screwdriver

- . with Velcro-close
NJs LARGEST Sporting Goods Store Belt Sheath

513 West Union Ave. (P.0. Box 2003) Bound Brook, NJ OFFER EXPIRES 2/28/05
Ph: 732-356-0604 Fx: 732-805-9860 AMEX o VISA Coupon must be presented

to redeem.

Hours: M-F 9-9, Sat. 9-5:30, Sun. 11-5 MC * DEBIT Limit one per customer

pljodna-iaqion—-ojbeg sseag-jjousng

x
(=)
=
-
(=)
=]
°
0
=L
(%)
=
2
=
Q
E
(=)
s

|
c
(=)
L
E

1
)
T
1]
N =
|
1]
(&)

Marlin—Bench Made—Kimber—Ruger—Hoyt USA—Benelli—-Spyderco

< e /"" ) g == The More You Know,
l\\‘__._ — e G, f\\ y. ﬁ' ) d’-—’- The Better We Look.
The Standard of Excellence. PR’NCECM‘ ' '

Authorized Dealer for: www.marinemax.com _;; .u' Visit Our brand new HO Sports™

MERCURY NI Skl&ToyAccessory Depi

PRINCECRAFT DELIVERING THE BOATING DREAM

lgﬁeEliggg?Cnogngolﬁg 888'838'2984 ﬂﬂrﬂba

Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005 2005 Freshwater Fishing 33




FISHERIES PROGRAMS

Muskies in the Middle

Dear NJ Fish & Wdlife Staff,

| just submitted the survey for today’s fishing. | caught a big
muskiein Mercer Lake. The pictureis attached.
did not catch it; that's my husband. We were fishing from a 14-foot
canoe and did not have much room to move around; he netted and
unhooked it and to get the fish back in the water quickly, he held it
for the picture. It was an awesome experience. The muskie was very
healthy. | hope you continue to stock Mercer Lake with muskies.
Thank you for your outstanding efforts to make the fishing

experiencein NJ great.

Best regards,
Marcia (and Brent)

I n New Jersey, the best |ocations for muskie fish-
ing traditionally are found in the northern part of
the state: the upper Delaware River, Greenwood
Lake, Echo Lake Reservoir, Monksville Reservair, :
L ake Hopatcong or Mountain Lake. :

Thefact is, though, one of the hottest spotsfor :
muskie fishing in the Garden State—and a
testament to the success of Fish & Wildlife's
stocking program—Iies farther south, at Mercer
Lakein Mercer County Park.

Fish & Wildlifeinitiated its muskie stocking
program at Mercer Lakein 1998. Thelakehad al :
theingredientsfor success: moderate size (275 acres), :
good water quality and an abundant food base :
consisting primarily of gizzard shad. At that time, :
upgradesat Fish & Wildlife's Hackettstown Hatchery
had dramatically increased fish production. Not
only were more muskies being produced, but they
were being raised to alarger size, which booststhe :
fish's ability to survivewhen it isreleased. As .
advancesin fish production continued at the hatchery, :
it became evident that pure-strain muskies
were fairing better in anumber of New Jersey
waterbodies than their reputedly more adaptable
tiger muskie counterparts.

During 2001, Fish & Wildlife received

TOTOWA
BAIT and TACKLE

OPEN 7 DAYS
4:00 a.m. Sat. & Sun.
="~ 2 5:00 a.m.Weekdays
Fresh & Saltwater Bait
Fishing Equipment

w

10 ALBION AVE.
PATERSON, NJ 07502
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The guy holding it -

numerous testimonials about the great muskie
fishing at Mercer Lake. Anglers sent pictures of

i their catches, along with letters of appreciation.

The anglers’ accounts, along with electrofishing

¢ datathat fisheries biologists gathered in 2003,

prompted Fish & Wildlife to begin collecting

i broodstock from Mercer Lake last spring. In just
i three days, 20 muskies, measuring from 30 inches
i 1042 inches, were captured in trap nets. Fisheries
i biologists transferred the broodstock to

i Hackettstown Hatchery, where milt and eggs were
i collected for hatching and raising and eventualy,

stocking in other state waters. The broodstock

i then were returned to Mercer Lake.

Locally, word spread about the muskie brood-
stock. Members of Muskies Inc., an organization

i dedicated to promoting muskellunge as atrophy
i sportfish, informed Fish & Wildlife that they were :

thrilled about the devel oping muskie fishery in

i Mercer Lake. The start up of asecond New Jersey

chapter of Muskies Inc.—Chapter 50—indicates

i anglers growing interest in fishing for these

i trophy specimens in more southern parts of the
i state. Chapter 50 will serve muskie anglersin

i southern New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania.

Encouraged by recent successes at Mercer

i Lake, biologists now are evaluating other
i impoundments in central and southern New Jersey
i that show promise as muskie fisheries. Currently
i under consideration is Cooper River Park Lakein
i Camden County. Stay tuned. In the meantime, try
i muskie fishing at Mercer Lake.

Mercer MuskieTips

Muskies are often caught but quickly lost

¢ because anglers are not properly outfitted.
i Dedicated muskie anglers pursue their quarry with :
¢ passion, and there are many tricks of the trade. A
i typical muskierod is between 6 1/2 feet to 7 1/2
i feet, medium-heavy in action and properly

i balanced with either a baitcast or spinning reel.

i Therod-and-reel combo must be capable of :
i handling 20-pound to 40-pound test monofilament :

. or braided line. A muskies mouth is teeming with
 teeth and an appropriate |eader is anecessity.

Recommended |eader material consists of

four to 12 inches of wirein the 35-pound to
i 90-pound test range with areliable crosslock
i swivel. Both the weight and length of the wire

¢ must be compatible with the lure used; it must not
! interfere with the swimming action.

: Muskie anglers use four basic types of

i artificia lures: spinners (buck tails), topwater

i lures, jerk baits and crank baits. All these lures are
i similar in design to bass lures, but significantly

i larger. Recommended live baitsinclude gizzard

: shad, big golden shiners, white suckers and creek

i chubsuckers, al of which arefoundin Mercer Lake.
: Another trick of thetradein muskiefishingis
i thefigure eight, afundamental presentation
technique. Muskie anglers contend the figure eight
i will increase hookup percentages by 40 percent,

¢ and every retrieve should end with it.

: The“eight” is accomplished by pointing the

i rod tip at the lure as it approaches. When the lure

i is12 to15 inches away from the end of the rod,

i stop winding the reel and lower the rod tip into the
i water. At this point, start an elongated and fluid

: figure-eight pattern. Thetrick: Don't allow the

¢ lure’'sforward motion to stop. This technique
stimulates a strike as the lure changes direction.

: A word about catch-and-release: Every effort

i should be madeto carefully return the muskie back
i to thewater alive and with the best possible chance
i for survival. Several studies have shown that catch
: and releaseis avauable tool for developing and

i maintaining trophy-class muskie fisheries.

: For additiona information on muskie fishing,
i visit the following Web sites:

: » New Jersey Muskies Inc., Chapter 22

{ www.mi22.com

i« MuskiesInc., Penn-Jersey Chapter 50

i www.mi50.com

i o MuskiesInc. (national)

¢ www.muskiesinc.org

— Hugh Carberry, Supervising Biologist
Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005



FISHERIES PROGRAMS

From Milk Cans to Oxygen Injection,
Trout Transportation Has an Interesting History in New .lersey

t was 1984 when trout from New Jersey’s new Pequest Hatchery were

first used to stock state waters, amajor turning point in Fish & Wildlife's
stocking program. Eighteen months earlier, Fish & Wildlife had obtained
from pathogen-free hatcheries more than one million trout eggs comprising
three different species. Rainbow trout eggs were brought in from West
Virginiaand brook- and brown trout eggs were obtained from

Massachusetts. Fish from
" Pequest Hatchery’sfirst
hatch were hand-selected
- to serve as broodstock.

To thisday, aquality
broodstock populationis
maintained at the hatchery
to serve as an in-house
source of trout eggs.

After theinitial 18-
month rearing cycle,

Upgraded stocklng vehiclessuch as
this, used from mid-1960 to late 1980, were  Pequest’sfirst production-
equipped with a 16-compar tment wooden sizetrout were stocked. A
tank and arootsblower system for aeration. total of 633,000 trout

averaging 10.5 inches
were distributed statewide without incident, thanks to afleet of trucks
equipped with mechanical agitators and air-blower systems designed to
maintain water oxygen levels critical to trout survival.

Pequest’s success marked a new chapter in New Jersey’slong history
of trout stocking. The earliest records on trout stocking date to 1879 when
fish were purchased from private hatcheries. Back then, trucks with
sophisticated aeration systems did not exist, so trout were transported by
train, with milk cans serving as holding tanks for the fish. Train stops
included Washington, Port Murray, Belvidere, Vincentown, Grenlock and
Eatontown, stations from which trout were distributed throughout the state.

Upon arrival at the
station, the milk cans—
brimming with wary
trout—were transferred to
horse-drawn wagons for
stocking.

In 1912, construction
began on New Jersey’s
first trout production
facility in Hackettstown.
By 1932, more than
500,000 trout were being
raised and stocked from
the Hackettstown
Hatchery. Although milk
canswere still used as
holding tanks, trucks replaced rail carsto transport fish. Ice blocks
were placed in the cans to keep the water from warming to help maintain
oxygen levels.

Hatchery and distribution vehicle, of
unknown vintage.

Astrout
production numbers
increased,
| transporting live fish
became even more
challenging. Later,
improvementsin fish
transportation
included the develop-
ment of aeration
systems, which made
it possible to
distribute larger loads

Fish loading event at the Hackettstown
Hatchery.
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of fish. Four-
compartment metal
tanks, equipped with
pony motors and pumps
to aerate the water,
replaced the milk cans.

Asinnovative
manmade materials
became available, large
wooden tanks coated
with fiberglass replaced
the metal tanks.
Transport vehicleswere  An early vintage stocking truck staged at the
then equipped with a loading dock, preparing to beloaded with
blower system operated  water and fish at the Hackettstown Hatchery.
by ahydraulic pump
that ran off the truck’s
engine. These systems, however, required considerable maintenance, and
breakdowns occurred often. Frequent aeration-equipment malfunctions
forced unplanned unloading of all trout at one location, derailing fish
deliveriesto other stocking locations.

Since operations began at Pequest Hatchery, more than 15 million
trout have been stocked in New Jersey waters. Today, the hatchery’s fleet
of diesel-powered stocking trucks festure transport tanks equipped with
liquid oxygen-injection wstemsthat provide optimum conditions for

. : holding trout. In fact,
fish-distribution prob-
lemsthese days are rare.

From early spring
through the end of fall,
{ll Pequest Hatchery's

| stocking fleet is on the
road, from Cape May to
the New York border,
delivering quality trout
to Garden State anglers.

Distribution vehicle, equipped with afour-

—Jeff Matthews,
compartment tank, pony motor and pump, Pequest Hatchery
was used from mid-1950 to mid-1970. Superintendent

b I ik -

el l—‘ e a

Oneof elght dleﬁel powered trucksequped with oxygen injection
systems (mid-1990 to present).
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WHAT’'S NEW

Garden State Teenagers are Learning
that Fishing is Fast-paced Fun

ew Jersey Fish & Wildlifeisteaming with the nonprofit National Teen

Anglersinc., now forming chaptersin middle schools and high
schools, to introduce teenagers to the thrill of sportfishing and other
activitiesin the great outdoors.

National Teen Anglers’ mission isto provide all teens an opportunity to
participate in ano-fee program that will teach them the art of fishing,
conservation and the essential details of boating with emphasis on safety.

Teen Anglers adult leaders (Teen Leaders) share their knowledge of the
techniques and tips for successful fishing. They also help teenagerslearn
about biology, ecology, meteorol ogy, astronomy, geography, outdoor writing
and outdoor photography, all of which have arelationship to fishing and
might spark astudent’sinterest in pursuing an environmentally related career.

If you doubt that fishing is exciting, fast-paced fun, consider what
some teenage anglers have to say:

“Most kidsin the world today think that freshwater fishing isjust
throwing out a night crawler on a bobber and watching it for hours on end.
It very well can be, but it can also be a fast-paced, adrenaline-pumping,
exciting thing to do. Especially if you fish tournamentslike | do. Catching a
bass can be the most exciting thing in theworld to a person. Even if | don’t
catch afish, | till like to be out on the water away from the hustle and bustle
of school and home, and especially when | can spend time with my dad and
friends. Put down the video game, and go catch a bass, a crappie, or
even abluegill. You' Il understand what | mean.” —Taylor Wlis, 13 yearsold

“Ever since |l wassix yearsold, | remember my dad taking me trout
fishing. The river looked as big as the ocean. The first fish broke the water
and everything happened so quickly. When it was brought to the bank, | saw

SOUTH JERSEY.
SHOOTING CLUB

(609) 704-9500
® e ®
@
TARGET RANGES

® FIELD ARCHERY
7 DAYS A WEEK

Mention this ad when joining=get afree gift
while supplies last

840 F
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the most amazing colors, and my dad
_ told me it was a rainbow trout....
aay Y “|t's not about catching fish, it's
I about getting away fromall the crazy
thingsthat happen in the city. | get
away from the computer and the
noise and just enjoy the sunshine,
fresh air and the animals. Everything
fromthe smell of the dirt, the sound of
theriver and the morning dew on the
grass makes fishing the greatest thing
i ever —Craig Casperino, age 15

. _J.:,h;'_il “1 lovefishing and have had
Just P ¥ 0y memorable experiences out on
the water but the most memorable
) ! waswhen | was at the Manasquan
Reservoir. It was August, and my dad and | had a tough morning bass
fishing, catching very few fish. Just as| began to eat my lunch, and it never
fails, line just flew off the spoal. | closed the bail on my spinning reel and
set the hook, and the battle was
on. It took about five minutes or
so before | finally got the fish to
the boat, and my dad netted it for
me. |t was a bass, but not a small-
mouth, it was a hybrid striped
bass. It weighed four pounds and
12 ounces. It was my first and _—
only hybrid striper so far. Fishing
has always been a lot of fun for
me. | really enjoy it, and | hopeto
continue doing it for many years
to come” —Brian Czapla, age 15

e e

Some Teen Angler chapters hold fishing tournaments to compete against
other chaptersin their state and then challenge other states before moving
onto the national tournament in Florida. Winners can receive trophies, fishing
equipment and other great prizes. Teens who would rather relax than
compete can still have agood time participating in events such asthe Teen
Angler Youth Day held last summer at Fish & Wildlife's Fishing Education
Pond. Participants caught some big trout, and everyone received prizes.

Following isalist of National Teen Angler chaptersin New Jersey.
You can sign up with the chapter nearest you to receive regular activity
updates through the mail or on the Internet.

Teachers or other adultsinterested in becoming a Teen Leader for a
new Teen Angler Chapter in New Jersey can learn more by contacting:
Capt. Al Bernetti, 1177 Bay Shore Drive, #207, Ft. Pierce, FL 34949,
ab@teenanglers.org, (772) 519-0482 or by visiting www.teenanglers.org.

—Mark Boriek, Principal Biologist

| .

New Jersey Teen Angler Chapters

CLARK TOWNSHIP WOODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
Lou Van Bergen Don Meixner
clark@teenanglers.org woodbridge@teenanglers.org
(732) 657-2075 (908) 769-7807

DUNELLEN BOROUGH NORTHWEST NEW JERSEY
Jim Brown James Newquist
DUNELLEN@teenanglers.org 14 Tinc Rd.

Flanders, NJ 07836
papanuke@verizon.net
(973) 584-4576

MILLVILLE & CAPE MAY
COURT HOUSE
Frank Breakell
millville@teenanglers.org
(609) 425-9401
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FISHERIES REPORTS
For What Shall | Fish Today?

en years ago, most fishing opportunitiesin New Jersey were limited to

afew common species like bass, pickerel, trout and catfish. Today,
while Garden State anglers still can enjoy fishing for those traditional
favorites, there's awhole new assortment of game fish worth pursuing,
thanks to Fish & Wildlife's successful warm- and cool-water fisheries
programs. New Jersey offers some of the best fishing in the nation, and
anglers are regularly catching species such aswalleye, northern pike,
muskellunge and hybrid bass.

Fish & Wildlife's freshwater fisheries biologists reported a record trap-
netting catch of 320 walleyein asingle week from Swartswood L ake |ast
spring, including afemale that equaled the state record of 13.6 pounds. The
overall average size weighed in at 2.9 pounds and measured 18.9 inches.

Trap nets are used to collect brood-
stock, which provide eggs and milt for
hatching and raising at Hackettstown
Hatchery and later for stocking in other
state waters.

Anglers can find top-notch walleye
fisheriesin thefollowing Fish &
Wildlife stocked waters: Canistear
Reservoir, Greenwood L ake, Lake
Hopatcong, Monksville Reservair,
Swartswood Lake and the Delaware
River. For fast action on all these waters,
try using jigs around logs, rocks, boat docks and similar structures during
late October and November.

The first trap netting for muskellunge in Mercer Lake produced 19
muskies within five days; the largest measured 25.4 pounds and 43.2
inches. Many anglers have reported fishing days with multiple catches,
some measuring more than 40 inches. The Mercer Lake fishery has
steadily gained popularity among anglers since Fish & Wildlife'sfirst

Potential Stéte record walleye
returned to Swartswood L ake.

stocking in October 1998.

At Echo Lake Reservoir, netting yielded 26 muskellungewithin 10 days;
onefemale muskie measured 50.4 inches and weighed 31.5 pounds. Anglers
also can find excellent muskie fishing at other Fish & Wildlife stocking
locations, including Greenwood Lake,
Lake Hopatcong, Monksville Reservoir
and Mountain Lake. Keep an eyeon
Manasquan Reservoir, Carnegie Lake
and Deal Lake for future muskie action.
Aswaterswarm in May and June, try
trolling or casting large buck tails over
weed beds.

L) Deserving of aspecial mention aretwo
y angler catches of northern pike last fall;

onefish hooked in Pompton L ake weighed

23.8 pounds and the other, caught in
Cranberry Lake, tipped the scales at 22 pounds. Fish & Wildlife staff from
Hackettstown Hatchery also trap netted two female pike from Budd Lake;
one weighed 22 pounds and the other was 20.5 pounds. These fish are the
result of Fish & Wildlife's ongoing stocking program. Aninitial stocking
in 2000 has created afirst-rate northern pike fishery along the Passaic River,
from the confluence of the Pompton and Passaic riversin Two Bridgesto
Dundee Dam in Garfield. In April and May after the pike spawn, give live-
lining shinersatry. Or, go ice fishing when ice conditions are safe.

Anglersare thrilled over seasonal catches of tiger muskellungein
Furnace L ake, Manasquan Reservoir, Lake Shenandoah, Rancocas Creek
and Lake Hopatcong. These remarkable fish are now reaching the 43- to

(continued on page 39)

NJ offersexcellent musk
fishing opportunities.

HACKETTSTOWN STATE FISH HATCHERY
Species Distributed in 2004 from Hackettstown
Species Number Average Length Range

(inches) (inches)

Bluegill Sunfish

Fingerlings 1,440 32" 2.0"-4.0"

Adults 16,140 6.0" 3.9"-8.2"
Channel Catfish

Fingerlings 35,863 32" 2.5"-3.6"

Advanced Fingerlings 43,000 70" 5.6"-79"

Yearlings 5,070 16." 11.0"-21.2"
Fathead Minnows 15,000 1.0" 5"-1.5"
Black Crappie 1,200 3.5" 3.3"-4.0"
Lake Trout 4,260 72" 6.5"-8.2"
Largemouth Bass

Fingerlings 300 22" 14"-3.2"

Adults 436 8.0" 8.0"-14.0"
Mosquitofish 226,733 1.0" .5"-1.8"
Muskellunge 9,600 95" 61"-121"
Tiger Muskellunge

Fingerlings 39,850 2.6" 9"-45"

Advanced Fingerlings 11,111 9.5" 8.2"-11.5"
Walleye

Fry 586,950 - -

Fingerlings 378,348 1.5" 14"-1.9"

Advanced Fingerlings 26,469 42" 31"-6.6"
Northern Pike

Fingerlings 42,654 3.2" 14"-4.6"

Advanced Fingerlings 38,701 6.2" 44"-72"
Brown Bullhead 500 9" 75"-11.0"
Hybrid Striped Bass 44,234 43" 3.7"-4.6"
TOTAL 1,500,984
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OWN A GUN
GET A BETTER JOB

FEEL BETTER ABOUT YOURSELF
CONTACT US FOR A
FREE RIGHTS RESTORATION EVALUATION
WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:
CRIMINAL & MENTAL HEALTH EXPUNGEMENTS
GOVERNOR & PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS
RELIEF/WAIVERS OF DISABILITIES

THE LAW FIRM OF:

EVAN F. NAPPEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

A PROFESS ONAL CORPORATION
EATONTOWN, NJ Q7724

1-888-GUN-LAWS

1-732-389-8888
WWW.EVANNAPPEN.COM
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FISHERIES REPORTS

Skillful Angler Awards Program offers Junior
and Catch & Release Categories

o he Skillful Angler Awards Program, designed to
@ Take supplement the New Jersey State Record Fish

aKid | Program, now includes two new categories and a special
% [T} Fishing| photo requirement this year.
Since January, 2004, the angler awardsinclude a
“Catch and Release” category based on length and a*“ Junior” category for
anglers under 16 years old. Also, the awards program now requiresthat all
entries be submitted with a clear, side-view photo that allows accurate
identification of the species caught. All photo entries become property of
the Division of Fish and Wildlife and cannot be returned.

The Skillful Angler Awards program acknowledges that many anglers
catch freshwater and marine fish that are not record size, but are still
worthy of recognition because the size and weight of the fish sufficiently
tested the angler’s skill. The program is open to resident and non-resident
anglers. All fish must be caught in New Jersey waters using a hook and
line during legally open seasons.

Anglers qualifying for a Skillful Angler award receive a certificate and
abronze pin to adorn their fishing hat or jacket. Only one pin and certificate
per species will be awarded annually to each participant, but an angler can
submit applications for larger fish caught even after receiving apin.

At the end of the year, special recognition is given to anglers who
catch the largest fish in each species category. The winner of each
category receives aspecial commemorative gift recognizing his or her
accomplishment as the best of New Jersey’s Skillful Anglers.

Fish must be measured from the tip of the nose (with mouth closed) to
thetip of thetail. For Adult/Junior categories, fish must be weighed and
mesasured by fishing license agents, tackle shops or authorized Fish and
Wildlife fisheries biologists.

The minimum requirements for each freshwater species are listed
asfollows:

Adult Junior Catch and
Weight Weight Release
(Ibs., 0zs.) (Ibs., 0zs.) (inches)
Largemouth bass . .......... 6. 4. .. ....... 21"
Smallmouth bass .......... 4. .. K J 19”
Striped bass hybrid . ... .... 8 . 6 ......... 24"
Striped bass. ............. 30 ...l 25 ... 40"
Bullhead.................. 2....11b,80zs.......... 14"
Carp ..o 25 ...l 20 ......... 357
Channel catfish........... 10, ..ot 8......... 29"
Crappie..........coovvn... 2....1lb,80zs.......... 14"
Muskellunge. ............ 20............ 15......... 40"
Yellow perch ..... 1lb,80zs............. Tooeeiin. 13”7
Chain pickerel............. P 3. 24"
Northern pike ............ 10 P 8......... 34"
Americanshad ............ 7o 5. 24"
Brook Trout............... 3 2. 19”
Brown Trout............... 8 i 5. 25"
Lake Trout ............... 12,000l 8.......... 31"
Rainbow Trout ............ 5...31Ibs,80zs. ......... 23"
Sunfish................... | 120zs............ 9”
Walleye................... 6...41lbs,80zs. ......... 24"

Note: The New Jersey State Record Fish Program requires a
separate application and is based on weight alone. Scale certification
documentation and aweighmaster’s signature are necessary. Other rules
apply. Visit Fish and Wildlife's Web site at www.njfishandwildlife.com for
acompletelist of current state records.
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Name Age

Address

City State, Zip

Daytime Telephone Number ( )

Entry Category (check only one):

[ Adult [ Junior (under 16 years old)
[ Catch and Release (Qualification based on length)

Fish Species (Angler must complete. Subject to verification by a state biologist.)

Weight Ibs. 0zs.
Length (in.) Girth (in.) Date

Caught* Time
Where,

Caught from: [] Boat [J Shore [ Surf [] Jetty
[0 Other (specify)

Line Test Used Reel Type

Rod Type Lure/Bait,

Certification for Adult and Junior Categories:
Fish measured and weighed by (establishment’s name and address):

Telephone Number

Weighmaster's Name

Weighmaster's Signature

| hereby certify that this fish was caught in New Jersey waters in accordance with
state laws and regulations and in the case of Adult/Junior category, that the entry
was weighed on a certified scale.

Applicant’s Signature

Date

* Application/photo must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish.
Applications for entries caught in December will not be accepted
after January 31 of the new year.

Mail to: NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, Skillful Angler Awards
Program, P.O. Box 400 ¢ Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005



FISHERIES REPORTS

New Jersey State
Record Freshwater
Sport Fish

he Record Fish Program honors the largest species of fish caught in

New Jersey. It revolves around a specific list of eligible freshwater and
saltwater species, and is based on weight alone; there are no line classes.
Scale certification documentation, specifically the Certificate of
Inspection/Test Report and Registration Certificate issued by the New
Jersey Office of Weights and Measures aswell as aweighmaster’s signa-
ture are necessary. Other rules apply.

For more information or to request an application, call (609) 633-7768.
Visit the Fish and Wildlife's Web site at www.njfishandwildlife.com for a
complete list of state record fish.

SPECIES LBS. 0Z. YEAR ANGLER WHERE CAUGHT

Bass, largemouth 10 14 1980 Robert Eisele Menantico Sand Wash Pond

Bass, rock 1 5 1982  Eric Avogardo Saddle River

Bass, smallmouth 7 2 1990 Carol Marciniak  Round Valley Reservoir

Bluegill 3 0 1990 Dom Santarelli Farm Pond in Pennington

Bowfin 8 4 1988 Craig Raffay Lake Tranquility

Bullhead, brown 4 8 1997  Gary Schmidt Lake of Woods, Ft. Dix

Carp 47 0 1995  Billy Friedman South Branch of Raritan River

Carp (archery) 42 1 1987  John Puchalik Delaware River

Carp, grass 50 0 2001 Steve Bahilino Garrison Lake

Carp, grass (archery) 49 3 1996  George Vash Delaware Raritan Canal

Catfish, channel 33 3 1978 Howard Hudson  Lake Hopatcong

Catfish, white 14 4 2004  Timothy Jasko Dallenbach Pond

Crappie, black 4 8 1996  Andy Tintle Pompton Lake

Crappie, white 2 10 1997  Bobby Barnard Riverview Beach Park

Eel, American 6 2 1994  James Long Round Valley Reservoir

Muskellunge 42 13 1997  Bob Neals Monksville Reservoir

Muskie, tiger 29 0 1990 Larry Migliarese  Delaware River

Perch, white** 3 1 1989  Edward Tango Forest Hill Lake

Perch, yellow 2 6 1989  Gene Engels Holiday Lake

Perch, yellow* 4 4 1865 Charles Abbott  Crosswicks Creek

Pickerel, chain 9 3 1957  Frank McGovern  Lower Aetna Lake

Pickerel, redfin 1 13 1982  Gerald Humphrey Lake Assunpink

Pike, Northern 30 2 1977  Herb Hepler Spruce Run Reservoir

Salmon (landlocked) 8 0 1951  John Mount New Wawayanda Lake

Shad, American 1 1 1984  Charles Mower ~ Delaware River

Striped Bass 51 0 2002 John Christian Great Egg Harhor River

Striped Bass, hybrid 16 4~ 1999  Bill Schmidt Culvers Lake

Sunfish, pumpkinseed 1 8 1987  Daryl Donalson ~ Farm Pond in
Burlington County

Trout, brook 7 3 1995 AndrewDudack  Rockaway River

Trout, brown 21 6 1995 LennySaccente  Round Valley Reservoir

Trout, lake 32 8 2002 Greg Young Round Valley Reservoir

Trout, rainbow 13 0 1988  Gene Rutkoski Lake Hopatcong

Trout, sea run brown **Vacant™*(Minimum Weight 5 Lbs.)

Walleye 13 9 1993  George Fundell Delaware River

* Denotes historical record
** Denotes fish has been certified by the IGFA as a world record

For information concerning the New Jersey State Record Fish or Skillful
Angler programs, visit New Jersey Division of Fish and Wil dlife'sWeb site at
www.njfishandwildlife.com
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ATTENTION ANGLERS:

Stop the spread of
invasive fish species!

This is a Northern Snakehead.

If you catch one, do not return it to the water.
Immediately call New Jersey Fish and Wildlife’s
Bureau of Freshwater Fisheries at (908) 236-2118.

It is illegal to stock any fish in New Jersey without
a permit. Invasive fish species that must not
be stocked or returned to the water:
Northern snakeheads, Flathead catfish
Common carp and koi, Goldfish

Also, it is illegal to transport any fish, including
game species, from one waterbody to another.

For What Shall I Fish Today?

(continued from page 37)

45-inch rangein New Jersey waters, and sur-
prisingly, some seem to be hitting smaller baits
- than anglerswould expect. Bass fishermen are
| catching them mostly on four- to six-inch stick
baits and spinnerbaits.

Threewaterbodieswhich Fish & Wildlifestocks
for hybrid striped bassfishing—L ake Hopatcong,
Spruce Run Reservoir and Manasquan
Reservoir—all are producing good results.
During June, July and August, catches of three
to five fish weighing four to eight pounds are
common. The preferred method for success seems to be drifting live bait
above the thermocline, the water layer where temperatures change abruptly.

Whilefishing for many freshwater speciesisbest donefrom aboat, good
shorelinefishing for channel catfish, bass, sunfish, crappie and bullhead can
be found in municipal and county park pondslocated in your neighborhoods.
Fish & Wildlife currently is stocking 94 waters with channel catfish. Try
chicken livers, cut bait or nightcrawlers at Holmdel Park Pond, Lake
Ocquittunk, Roosevelt Park Pond, Silas Condit Park Pond or Como Lake.

For agood day of family fishing, try one of the almost 100 children’s
fishing derbies offered throughout New Jersey. To excite young anglers,
Hackettstown Hatchery staff are stocking more—and larger—channel
catfish and bassin these ponds, many of which provide excellent fishing
for sunfish and catfish during the summer. Since most derbies are
catch-and-release, fish will be there for catching another day—so be sure
to wet alinein one of these ponds. For alist of derbiesin your area, visit
www.njfishandwildlife.com

Fish & Wildlife'swarm- and cool-water fisheries programs have come
along way in ashort time. Whether you're traveling across the state or
across town, anglers will find that fishing opportunitiesin New Jersey have
never been better.

—Craig Lemon, Hackettstown Hatchery Superintendent
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FISH ADVISORIES

Health Advisories For
Eating Fish And Crabs Caught

In New Jersey Waters
Important Health Information

Fishing provides enjoyable and relaxing recreation. Fish are an
excellent source of protein, minerals and vitamins, and play a role in
maintaining a healthy, well-balanced diet. Many people enjoy cooking
and eating their own catch. However, since 1982, when research began
to show elevated levels of potentially harmful contaminants in certain
fish and crabs in some New Jersey waters, state officials adopted
advisories to guide citizens on safe consumption practices.

Fish consumption advisories are developed through a scientific
process that includes collecting samples of fish from waters throughout
the state and analyzing them for various chemical contaminants, such
as dioxin, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), chlordane and mercury.
The contaminant levels in the fish are then evaluated using federal
guidelines developed for protecting human health. Chemical
contaminants, such as dioxin, PCBs and chlordane are classified by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as probable cancer-causing sub-
stances in humans, while elevated levels of mercury can pose health
risks to the human nervous system, particularly to developing fetuses.

The current list of fish consumption advisories consists of
statewide, regional and waterbody-specific warnings for a variety of
fish species. Considering the large volume of information available, the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the
Department of Health and Senior Services prepared a Fish Advisory
Guide to help you make informed choices about consuming fish and
ways to reduce your exposure to harmful chemical contaminants.

The Fish Advisory Guide includes contaminant information, advi-
sory charts, and preparation and cooking methods to reduce
contaminant levels in the fish you catch. The booklet also features
guidelines, advice and prohibitions for people at high risk for iliness
such as children, pregnant women and women of child-bearing age.
The guide now includes Web sites for Pennsylvania, Delaware and New
York for information on their consumption advisories for shared
boundary waters. The fish consumption advisories and Fish Advisory
Guide have been updated and expanded following a new round of
sampling and analysis. Advisory information is available through the
agencies and Web sites listed below.

To reduce exposure to harmful chemical contaminants when
preparing and eating fish species taken from identified waters, it is
very important to follow the information provided. The DEP
encourages you to consult the Fish Advisory Guide and the following
Web sites when deciding about eating fish and crabs caught during
recreational fishing.

The Fish Advisory Guide is available
by contacting the following:

New Jer sey Department of Environmental Protection
Public Access Center—(609) 777-DEP4 or www.state.nj.us.dep

Division of Science, Research and Technology
(609) 984-6070 or www.state.nj.us.dep/dsr/

Division of Fish and Wildlife
(609) 748-2020 or www.state.nj.us.dep/dfw/

New Jer sey Department of Health and Senior Services
www.state.nj.us’health

Consumer and Environmental Health
(609) 588-3123 or (609) 777-3373 or
www.state.nj.us/heal th/eoh/foodweb/fishguid.htm

Zebra Mussels have already
cost millions to boaters,
industries, towns and cities
in the Great Lakes and
along the Mississippi.

DRAIN all water from bait buckets
and live wells

REMOVE all weeds from boats
and trailers

CHECK boats and motors for
zebra mussels

DRY boats and trailers completely
between launches

DON'T HELP THEM SPREAD !

%+ Zebra mussels look like small clams with a
yellowish or brownish “D”"—shaped shell,
usually with alternating dark and light
colored stripes.

How to <+ They can be up to 2 inches long, but most
Identify are under an inch. Zebra mussels usually
It grow in clusters containing numerous
individuals and are generally found in shallow,
nutrient rich water.

% Zebra mussels are the ONLY freshwater
mollusk that can firmly attach itself to solid
objects—rocks, dock pilings, boat hulls, water
intake pipes, etc.

Y Y Y Y

** Note the date and precise location where the

mussel or its shell was found.
% Take the mussel with you (several if possible)
What and store in rubbing alcohol. DO NOT
to Do THROW IT BACK IN THE WATER

+* IMMEDIATELY call Dr. Michael Weinstein,

New Jersey Sea Grant Headquarters,
(732) 872-1300 extension 21

Courtesy of University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute
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GET HOOKED

pring
w
New Jersey’s
FREE Fishing Days
are
Saturday & Sunday,

June 11 & 12, 2005

On these two days
residents and non-residents
may fish the public waters
of New Jersey without a
license or trout stamp.
All other regulations apply.
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Guants available to help teachers
get Jishing education into
theik curkiculum

Health and physical
education teachers can
receive up to $5,000 to y
establish a fishing and/or
boating program in their
schools. The grant is open
to all K~12 health and /
physical education teachers
who are members of the L = L F
American Alliance for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. Deadline for
application is March 2005.

For more information on the physical-education grants, visit the
Future Fisherman Foundation at www.futurefisherman.org/pegrant.
To learn more about fishing opportunities for students, contact the
New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife at (908) 637-4125 or visit
www.nijfishandwildlife.com.

MOLDER'S FISHING PRESERVE

THE FINEST FISHING IN MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Open Every Day at 6:00 am
No Fishing License Required
Bait & Tackle Sales
Rental Rods Available
Birthday Parties
Camps & Clubs Welcome

Daily Admission Rates:

Adults: $11.00
Children Under 12: $9.00

A
o ——

Our Lakes are Stocked with Trophy:

Bass

Walleye
“= Striped Hybrid Bass Trout
“= Blue & Channel Catfish .~ Perch

Catch & Release or Take Your Catch Home
All Fish Kept Must be Paid For ¢ All Trout Must be Kept

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON JOHN-WALL RD
(Off Englishtown Rd) IN OLD BRIDGE

We Also Wholesale Bait!
For more information call /32-446-2850
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GET HOOKED

Outdoor Skills
Workshop for Women

utdoors-
Woman

ew Jersey’s “ Becoming an Outdoors-Woman” (BOW) Program is

part of anationwide effort to help women overcome barriersto
participation in outdoor recreation by providing opportunitiesto try
new activities. Sinceit began at the University of Wisconsinin 1991, the
program has exploded in popularity. BOW can be found in 44 states and
eight Canadian Provinces across North America. New Jersey Division
of Fish and Wildlife has been offering BOW workshops since 1995.

Although BOW workshops are designed for women, they offer
anyone 18 years old and over opportunitiesto try new outdoor
activities, improve existing skills, and meet other outdoor enthusiasts.
The three-day BOW and one-day “Beyond BOW” workshops offer
hands-on instruction in hunting, angling, and related outdoor pursuits
in arelaxed, non-competitive atmosphere.

All of our instructors have many years of experience afield. They
were chosen for their ability to share their knowledge and their belief in
encouraging anyone who has an interest to get involved in the outdoors.

To find out more about the BOW program, log on to our Web site at
www.njfishandwildlife.com or mail in the coupon below. Those with an
e-mail access can sign up to receive the BOW listserv (electronic mail
service) announcements. The BOW listserv will send automatic
updates about the BOW program and workshop availability. It'ssimple
to subscribe. On the Division’sWeb site at www.njfishandwildlife.com
go to ‘Education’ on the |eft side of the homepage. Click on
‘Becoming an Outdoors-Woman, then click ‘BOW E-mail list’. Fill
out the electronic form and click submit. That'sit! A confirmation
message will ask you to return an authorization code. Then you'll be
set to receive automatic updates about New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife'sBOW Program.

To be placed on the BOW contact list, complete
this coupon and send to: New Jersey Fish & Wildlife,
26 Rt. 173W., Hampton, NJ 08827.

BOW Outdoor Skills Workshop
Name
Address
City County
State Zip
E-mail:

Special Interest to Anglers
DEP Publications

www.njfishandwildlife.com

tem Cost Web Source
site

Accessible Fishing Sites For
People With Disabilities free yes *
Becoming An Outdoors Woman
(BOW) brochure free no *
Commercial (Fee based) Fishing
Preserves in NJ free yes *
Delaware River Boat Access free yes *
Disabled Veterans Free Fishing
License application free yes *
Field Guide to Reptiles &
Amphibians of NJ book $10 no *
Field Guide to Reptiles &
Amphibians of NJ CD $10 no *
Field Guide to Reptiles &
Amphibians of NJ —book/CD set $18 no *
Fish Consumption Advisory PCB/Mercury free yes *
Fishing Permits for Northern NJ Reservoirs | free yes *
Lake Inventories (includes summaries
of 12 lakes) $3 no *
Lake Survey Maps — specify waterbody free yes *
Large Format Freshwater Fishing Digest free no *
Licenses by Mail — Non-Resident
& Resident yes *
List of Fishing Guides free yes *
Manasquan River Fishing Access Areas free yes *
Motor Vehicle Boat Regulations free no *
Places to Fish (ponds, lakes, reservoirs,
rivers and streams free yes *
Record NJ Fish free yes *
Skillful Angler Awards Program—
brochure w/ application free yes *
State Parks & Forests Maps free no x
USGS Topographic Maps $5 no *
Visually Impaired—TFree Fishing
License application- free no *
Warmwater & Coolwater Stocking Record free yes *
Wild Places & Open Spaces Map $4 | order form *
Wildlife Management Area Maps—
Specify name of WMA free yes *
Wildlife Viewing Guide book $15 no *

Make checks payable to: NJ Division Of Fish And Wildlife
* NJ Div. Of Fish & Wildlife, PO Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625

Tel. (609) 292-9450

** NJ DEP, Maps & Publications, Bureau of Revenue,
PO Box 417, Trenton, NJ 08625 Tel. (609) 777-1038

*** DEP, Div. Parks & Forestry, PO Box 404, Trenton, NJ 08625
Tel. (800) 843-6420 Specify name of park.

Please write item requested on the outside of envelope.
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GET HOOKED

Tight Lines Form Strong Bonds

'm no different from any other angler; | loveto

catch big fish and lots of them. Nothing getsme

all fired up like catching bronzeback after
bronzeback on athree-day Delaware River float
trip; battling toothy northern pike on big flashy
spoons as therain hitsthe water; drifting live
herring for browns, rainbows and lakerson a
gorgeous summer day; or thethrill of pulling in
monster channel cats on abig wad of chicken
liver at midnight. Fishing at its best simply
cannot be beaten.

Most agree that a good fishing story needs a
big fish, but | recognize another common theme:
my favorite fishing memories come from sharing

the excitement of the sport with friends and family. :
i We laughed uncontrollably when we realized that
: for years while fishing from the river banks, we
 tried desperately to reach the middle of the open

i water. Now in aboat, we were trying to reach the
i shoreline! | guessit'sall about perspective.

First, there's my best friend Ross with whom
I’'ve fished from the very beginning. | remember
just like it was yesterday, going through my
mother’s kitchen cabinets looking for twist ties,
you know the ones used to tie up garbage bags.
She asked me what on earth was | planning to do
with twist ties. | explained, “We need to fasten our
fishing polesto the frame of our bikes so we can
ride down to theriver to go fishing.” | can’t
remember how many fish we caught that day or
how |ate we were for dinner, but | can say those

bicycletripsto the river provided all the adventure :
we could handle. Those fishing trips were what we :

i lived for; they were just the beginning of countless :
i information to figure out whose cast into the tree
: got usinto that debacle.

good times.
In eighth grade, we began an adventure of

¢ paramount proportions; | bought my first boat. No
¢ longer were we bound to the shoreline. We were
 liberated from the confines of dry land. Poison ivy
i no more. We would fish from sunup to long after

i sundown. Onething we learned very quickly was
i irony. | remember the two of us casting the .
: shoreline for smallies. | wasusing asilver bluefox :
¢ lure and Ross was using a yellow rooster tail,

{ trying to cast as close as we possibly could to any
i shoreline structures we could find, knowing fish

i would be lurking within. The closer we got to the

bank, the better the cast, the more fish we caught.

We caught alot of fish that summer and

i learned many valuable lessons. Infact, there'sa

i story we till share today and can summarizein

i one sentence: “Itis never worth sinking your boat
{ in an attempt to retrieve atreed $1.97 Rooster

i Tail'” I'll leave the details to your imagination, but :

three thingswill paint the picture (1) we got to
shore safely, (2) we were able to retrieve the boat

(and most of the gear), and (3) you have enough

The bottom lineisthat today we are still the

: best of friends. Askids, we had alot of things

i going for us. Not only did we grow up three

i doors away from one another, we also found a

i common bond. While other kids were obsessed
i with video games and television, our intrigue

for the great outdoors, expressed primarily

¢ through fishing, bonded us as best buds.

¢ Amazingly enough, our careers further bond
i us, we are both proud employees of the New
i Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.

For me, fishing with someone specia can turn

agood fishing trip into agreat one. It canturn a
i cloudy, no-catch day into aday to remember.

| recall the last day of the Forks of the

i Delaware Shad Tournament. | was fishing with my
i girlfriend of three yearsin my small boat. During

i previousyears, | boated fish after fish in the same
i location, during the same time of year; but as you

i know, shad fishing can be feast or famine. This

i day, the fishing was slow, so | decided to pick up

i the anchor and try anew location. Knowing a

thing or two about fishing, my girlfriend

(continued on page 44)

Ray’s Sport Shop

559 Route 22, North Plainfield, NJ
Serving The Sporting Public Since 1947
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Volunteer Jack Stewart Remembered
for Devotion to Fishing Education, Kids

he Division of Fish & Wildlifelost agood

friend and a dedicated volunteer when John
(Jack) F. Stewart, 78, passed away on July 18.

Stewart joined Fish & Wildlife as avolunteer
in 1988, following his retirement two years earlier
from a compressed gas company in New York
City. He served primarily as afishing education
instructor at the Pequest Trout Hatchery and
Natural Resource Center in Oxford, and rarely
missed a class. Stewart also devoted time to
teaching fishing to kidsin the Newark Bay area, as
part of Fish & Wildlife's Urban Fishing Program.

Born and raised in New York City, Stewart
was introduced to hunting in his youth by mentors
in his neighborhood, and regularly traveled with a
group to Roscoe, N.Y., to hunt deer and small
game. He acquired alove of freshwater fishing
during visits to his grandparents’ summer home
in Milton, N.J., honing the angling skillshe
eventually would teach others.

Stewart was afixture at Fish & Wildlife's
display booth at sportsmen’s shows, and was
widely known for his unfailing sense of humor. He
will be sorely missed by employees, volunteers
and the public he enjoyed serving.

A decorated Marine Corps veteran of World
War |1, Stewart is survived by hiswife, Ruth; their
two daughters, Pat Menzo of Wayne and Roni
Gasparro of California; five grandchildren; and
five great-grandchildren.

Operation
Game Thief—
Report
Wildlife Violators

The Operation Game Thief (OGT) hotline
provides a toll-free phone line to report
violations of laws protecting wildlife. If you
know of incidents involving wildlife including
the dumping of hazardous, toxic or solid waste;
illegal harvesting of small lobsters; poisoning
of birds; and violations of deer, wild turkey and
endangered species laws, call 1-800-222-0456.
If the information you anonymously provide
leads to the issuance of a summons, you may
be eligible for a cash
reward. The OGT pro-
gram is sponsored jointly
by the Division of Fish
and Wildlife and the New
Jersey Federation of
Sportsmen’s Clubs.

WILDLIFE
CRIME

1-800
. 222-0456 4

2
&
%) &
 FEDERATION
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— Miriam L. Dunne
Pequest Education Program Supervisor

: (continued from page 43)

i commented, “We are not going to catch any shad

i here” | knew shewasright, but | had an ulterior

i motive. Like we fishermen often do, | made up an
¢ excuse about why we should catch more fish here
i as opposed to there. We sat in this new location,

¢ which was notably distant from any other anglers, :
¢ for approximately 20 minutes. That was enough
i time to muster up the courage to reach into my

i tackle box and nervously pull out arather small

i box containing arather large diamond ring.

¢ Although not a single shad was caught that day, |
¢ wasfortunate to land the catch of my lifewhen

i she accepted my proposal.

i grandfather stand beside me as my best man '
i during our wedding. Pop joked with me before the
i ceremony, saying that | should ask my wife to add
: the following line to her vows, “ Shawn shall be
 alowed to fish as often as he wishes”

i not unlike other New Jersey anglers, those trips

i arefar fewer than either of uswould like. The

i pressures and demands of this fast-paced world

i often leavelittle time for recreation. | have come

i to one conclusion: you just have to make the time.
i On any given outing we may land atrophy lunker
¢ or gitinthe boat with slack lines; regardless of the :
¢ outcome, we never complain. Even when the :
i action isrelentless, we talk about everything from :

|

|

=

Jack Stewart helpskids with their fishing gear.

Tight Lines Form Strong Bonds

Last fall, | was humbly honored to have my

Pop and | go fishing as often as we can, but

i politicsto religion between every cast. It issaid
i that families should make an effort to talk each
i night at the dinner table. In addition, | highly

i recommend spending quality time with friends
i and family on the water.

Fishing isafunny thing. On the surface, there

i iscompetition to catch the most and the biggest

i fish, but deep down there is so much more. Taking
¢ friends and family adds another dimension to

i fishing. When | take them out on my boat, | hope

i that they catch the big one. | want their experience
: to be one not only for the photo album, but aso

¢ the memory book. What mattered isthat | was

i there to share the experience for Ross'sfirst

i muskie, Pop’s 21-inch smallmouth bass and

my wife's 500th rock bass. Fishing together is

: quality time shared.

Rummaging through my garage last week, |

i came across my old bicycle. Two rusty twist ties,

i il clinging to the frame, took me back to my

i daysasaboy inthefifth grade, riding alongside

i my best friend on asummer day, primed and ready
: for afishing adventure. | think I'll give him acall.

i We haven't been out on the water since.. . . well,

: it’s been about three weeks. That's too long if you

i ask me.

—Shawn Crouse, Assistant Fisheries Biologist
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Kids Can Let Their Creativity Go Wild
in NJ Fish Ar¢ and Writing Contest

New Jersey students in grades four through eight are invited to
enter the Division of Fish & Wildlife’s 2005 Fish Art and Writing
Contest to win special prizes, including a chance to go fishing at the
Pequest Trout Hatchery & Natural Resource Education Center on
opening day of trout season.

Contestants are asked to create an original drawing or painting of a
fish that is native to New Jersey, depicting the species in its natural
habitat. The artwork may be done in acrylic, watercolor, oil, pastel,

crayon or ink, and its finished size should be approximately eight
inches by 10 inches.

Entries must be accompanied by a brief, written report on the
particular fish featured in the student’s artwork. The report, which

any ecological information available and whether the species has
commercial or recreational importance.

Fishing Education Pond on opening day of trout season, April 9,

plus an engraved plaque.

cannot be returned.

should be limited to 500 words and preferably typed, must include
details on where in New Jersey the fish is found, its habits, habitat,

First-place and second-place winners will be chosen for each grade
level four through eight. In addition to an invitation to fish at Pequest’s

winners will receive fishing equipment courtesy of Trout Unlimited

Entries must be postmarked by Friday, March 11, 2005, and must include the student’s name, home address, home
telephone number, grade and school name. Contestants should submit their entries to: Fish Art and Writing Contest, NJ Division
of Fish & Wildlife, 605 Pequest Road, Oxford, NJ, 07863. All entries become the property of the Division of Fish & Wildlife and

This art and writing contest is based on the Aquatic WILD activity “Fishy Who's Who,” designed for grades five through eight.
A full description of this educational activity can be found on Fish and Wildlife’s Web site: www.njfishandwildlife.com. This activity
can help teachers meet New Jersey Science Standards 5.12.4 and 5.7.4,1.

(Note: This contest is not affiliated with Wildlife Forever's State Fish Art Contest.)

First place in her category: Sarah Fuller, then in
grade 8 at Alpha Beta Academy, Bridgeton, NJ.

New Jersey
Wildlife
Viewing Guide

New Jersey Department of Environmental

Protection’s Division of Fish and Wildlife is proud

to offer the New Jersey Wildlife Viewing Guide.

The publication of the Guide is the culmination of
a two-year project coordinated by the DEP’s
Endangered and Nongame Species Program to
establish a network of viewing sites throughout
the state.

The Guide beautifully illustrates the rich natural treasures that few
people realize exist in the state. Experience the amazing diversity of New
Jersey’s wildlife and habitats at 87 of the state’s best Wildlife Viewing
Areas. The 165 page Guide is full of color photos and illustrations and
provides directions to each site and information on site facilities, best
viewing seasons and which animals and habitats can be seen.

Unique to the New Jersey Guide is the addition of Wildlife Diversity Tours.
In four regions, expanded information is provided on five sites in each
region that when experienced through a two to three day trip provide a
deeper understanding and appreciation of the ecosystems and wildlife
found in the region.

Order yourstoday by using the order form.

The creation of the Wildlife Viewing Guide and the development of a
Watchable Wildlife Program for New Jersey was made possible in part
through grants from the EPA, US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park
Service and Department of Defense. Major funding has been provided
through proceeds from the sale of “Conserve Wildlife” license plates.

WILDLIFEVIEWING GUIDE ORDER FORM

Name

Address

City

State Zip,

Send Check or Money Order for $10.95 Plus $3.95 SH to:

New Jer sey Department of Environmental Protection, Conserve
Division of Fish and Wildlife

WildlifeViewing Guide Wildlife
PO Box 400 « Trenton, NJ 08625-0400 e i

Vol. 18, No. 2 January 2005

2005 Freshwater Fishing 45



Drive Conservation Home

Your purchase of the attractive $50
Conserve Wildlife license plate lets everyone
know you believe in conservation—and
80% of your payment goes directly toward
preserving wildlife and its habitat.

W © New Jersey H W

40000

So drive conservation home
to let everyone know you care
about New Jersey’s wildlife!

NJ Department of Environmental Protection ¢ Div. of Fish & Wildlife e Endangered & Nongame Species Program

To order your Conserve Wildlife license plate today, just visit your local
Motor Vehicle Office or call the Motor Vehicle Commission at 1-888-486-3339.

Visit www.njfishandwildlife.com for more information!
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Restore
Our

Streams

A Practical Workshop
on Stream Restoration

Saturday November 5, 2005

Who should attend this workshop?
Stream-side property owners,

fishing clubs, conservation and

watershed organizations,

environmental commissioners

and consultants, public works

and parks departments, landscapers

and contractors.

What will | learn?

Learn from experts how to solve
eroding stream bank problems
using native plant materials and
improve in-stream habitat for fish.
All day instructionincludes a
hands-on opportunity to apply
some of the techniques learned by
participating in a stream restoration
project. Instruction manual
provided to all attendees.

For abrochure & registration form
contact:

NRCS RC & D Council
54 Old Highway 22, Ste. 201
Clinton, NJ 08809-1389
(980) 735-0737 » Fax: (908) 735-0744
or visit
www.njfishandwildlife.com/strmrest.htm

Basslike thiswould
put asmileon
anyone'sface. r

Photo courtesy of
Tom Pagliaroli

-
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Fishing Guides

Fishing Equipment

LAKE OKEECHOBEE

TROPHY BASSFISHING PACKAGES
April 1-January 14 January 15-March 31
1 day, 0 nights...$115 1 day, 0 nights...$130
2,1/2 days, 1 night...$125 2,1/2 days, 1 night...$140
3 days, 3 nights...$345 3 days, 3 nights...$390
Rates Include: FREE MOTEL LODGING
6 Doz. Shiners Per Day, Guide, Bass Boat, Tackle
Crappie, Bluegill, Shellcracker Fishing Packages
April 1-January 14 January 15-March 31
2,1/2 days, 1 night...$100 2,1/2 days, 1 night...$115
Rates include: FREE MOTEL LODGING, Guide, Bass Boat, Tackle
Wild Boar Hunting, 2 Persons...$150
Duck Hunting, 1 Person...$70
RON’S GUIDE SERVICE
10600 Donna Drive, Lakeport, FL 33471
PH: 863-946-1742 CELL: 863-287-8484
http://www.ronsguideservice.com / email: fish@ronsguideservice.com

N.J. Fishing & Hunting Licenses
.. . State Duck Stamps
Deer Permits

* _Live Bait & Tackle—

' DOVER
SPORTS CENTER

242 Rt. 46, Dover, N.J. 07801
(973) 366-3133
Complete Sporting Goods
Ammo, Archery, Guns
Hunting Supplies & Old Town Kayaks & Canoes
OPEN 7 DAYS
9-9 M-F, 9-5 Sat., 10-5 Sun.

Bait & Tackle

Hunting Preserves

NEW JERSEY HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
HUNTING SUPPLIES

wEBAl‘f TAQQE
: BRITT’s
BAIT and TACKLE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NJ State
Deer Check Station

RAMAPO RIVER b
(201) 651-0900
41 River Road, Oakland, NJ 07436 -
Route 287 Exit 57 (North or South)

W. Oakland Avenue to River Road

COMING IN MAY!

2005 NJ Fish & Wildlife
MARINE DIGEST

To Advertise Contact N.J. Fish & Wildlife:
Cindy Kuenstner—(609) 633-7587

INDIAN CREEK
SHOOTING PRESERVE
Licensed N.J. Commercial Preserve

Pheasant &
Chukar Hunts
Available
7 Days a Week R
Sept. 1st ’04-May 1st '05
* Seasonal Memberships Available %
English Pointer &
German Shorthaired Pointer
puppies, started and finished
bird dogs available for sale

HARDYSTON / SPARTA
(Sussex County, NJ)

Garry Malzone » 201-370-6960
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Gun, Knife &
- Weapon Law

Any & All
Grimes

EVAN F. NAPPEN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

a Yrofessional Gorporation
1-838-GUN-LAWS

(1-888-486-5297)

Gun, Knife & Weapon Law - Fish & Game Law
Domestic Violence - Gun Seizures & Forfeitures
Licenses - Permits - NIGS Purchase Denials
Rights Restoration - Expungements (Glear Your Record)

Evan F. Nappen, Esquireisthe author of

Nappen II: New Jersey Gun, Knife & Weapon Law

New DVDI!...Gun Control Out of Control
(Coming Fall 2004)

Law Office Located in Eatontown, NJ




