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Encore - sST camo Version
The Most Powerful, Most Versatile .50 caliber Muzzleloader
in the World. Converts to Centerfire Rifle or Shotgun in Seconds.

Omega
Realtree Hardwoods HD Camo Thumbhole Stock & Fluted Barrel
The Future of Muzzleloading is Here. No Disc, No Bolt, No Problems.

Omega 75

-
An enhanced version of T/C’s proven winner, the Omega. SHOCK Wé}gg
With stainless steel pivoting breech block.

No Disc, No Bolt, No Problem. | Shoots Flaiter - J @
Hits Harder P

Visit These Thompson/Center Dealers In New Jersey Centerfire Technology in a
\_ Muzzleloading Bullet Y,

~

Butch’s Gun World Sportsmen’s Center Ramsey Outdoor The Owl’s Nest Gun & Bow
1025 W Landis Avenue 69 Rt. 130 240 Rt. 17 N 97 Rt. 519

Vineland, NJ 08630 Bordentown, NJ 08505 Paramus, NJ 07652 Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
856-692-1010 609-298-5300 201-261-5000 908-995-7903

Stokes Forest Sport Shop Zeus Sporting Goods Ramsey Outdoor . .

29 Rt. 206 S 6679 Black Horse Pike 1039 Rt. 46 Dick’s Sporting Goods

All New Jersey Stores

Branchville, NJ 07826 Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 Ledgewood, NJ 07852 www.DicksSportinaGoods.com
973-948-5448 609-646-1668 973-584-7799 -HICKSSPOTiNG00S.
Simon Peter Sport Company  Harry’s Army & Navy Bob Kislin’s Outdoor Sports The Gun Rack

660 Rt. 206 S 691 Rt. 130 1214 Rt. 37 E 1726 North west Blvd.
Newton, NJ 07860 Robbinsville, NJ 08691 Toms River, NJ 08753 Vineland, NJ 08360
973-786-5313 609-585-5450 732-929-9300 856-692-4773

Bob’s Little Sport Shop Ramsey Outdoor

316 N Delsea Drive 835Rt. 17 S

Glasshoro, NJ 08028 Ramsey, NJ 07446 THOMPSON/CENTER

Take your best shot.

856-881-7575 201-327-8141
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License Information & Fees 2005-06

(Licenses are valid from date of purchase to Dec. 31 of each year.)

Firearm Licenses Senior Resident Bow Rifle Permit, Youth ...................... $5
Resident Firearm Hunting (16-64 years) . . .$27.50 & Arrow Hunting (65 years & older) ..$16.50  Beaver Trapping Permit .................. $17
Senior Resident Firearm Non-Resident Bow & Arrow Hunting . ..$135.50 Otter Trapping Permit . .................. $2
Hunting (65 years & older) ......... $15.50 Youth (10-15, see page 8) .............. FREE Stamps
Non-Resident Firearm Hunting ........ $135.50  Trapping Licenses Pheasant & Quail Stamp ................. $40
Non-Resident Two-Day Small Resident Trapping . .................. $32.50  Resident Waterfowl Stamp ................ $5
Game Firearm Hunting ............ $36.50 Non-Resident Trapping . ............. $200.50  Non-Resident Waterfowl Stamp ........... $10
Special One-Day Hunting ............. $12.50  Permits Miscellaneous Licenses
(O Cmmaaa Prssaaes Gl Deer Permits for Bow, Shotgun All-Around Sportsman  ............... $72.25
Youth (1 0-15, see page 8) FREE or Muzzleloader .................... $28 (Includes Resident Firearm Hunting, Bow &
e Youth Deer and Turkey Permit ............ $12 Arrow Hunting & Fishing Licenses)
Bow and Arrow Licenses Turkey Season Permit ................... $21  Duplicate License .. .................... $2

Resident Bow & Arrow Hunting ........ $31.50  Rifle Permit (1-year Permit)

....... $9.50  See page 7 for additional license information.



By BRADLEY M. CAMPBELL

As tens of thousands of sportsmen and
sportswomen head for New Jersey’s
fields, forests and marshes anticipating

a top-quality hunting experience, our
Division of Fish & Wildlife is particularly
well-positioned to continue meeting
those high expectations this season and
beyond.

During the past several months, we have redoubled our efforts
to ensure New Jersey’s sporting traditions continue to thrive. We
sought out much-needed funding, supported key legislative propos-
als and embraced opportunities to foster collaborative partnerships
with members of the sporting community to achieve our shared
goals. It is gratifying to report that our work produced solid results.

For the first time in history, New Jersey legislators appropriated
dollars from the General Fund to strengthen Fish & Wildlife’s ability
to fulfill its responsibility for protecting and managing the state’s fish
and wildlife resources and enhancing their recreational and econom-
ic value. In response to our funding request, lawmakers approved
a $4.2 million appropriation that will offset the shortfall resulting
from increased costs for salaries and benefits and declining revenue
from fishing and hunting licenses, the lifeblood of Fish & Wildlife’s
operations for more than a century. What'’s more, the funding is an
acknowledgement of the value of wildlife-related recreation in New
Jersey and a vote of confidence in the work our Fish & Wildlife
professionals do every day.

State lawmakers also approved our recommendation for $223.5
million in Green Acres funding for land-acquisition projects and
recreational and conservation improvements on state lands. The
funding total includes $10 million for work to protect and enhance
wildlife management areas, historic sites and state parks throughout
the state. In addition, $18 million will be used to acquire open space
in the Highlands region to protect New Jersey’s critical water sup-
plies and maintain our unique biodiversity. Another $9 million is ear-
marked for Ridge and Valley region open space purchases that will
link publicly owned lands such as the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreational Area, Stokes State Forest, High Point State Park, Jenny

By MARTY McHUGH

n these current economic times, many
Iemployers are struggling with the rising
costs of business operations and increased
costs for employee benefits, fuel and utili-
ties. The Department of Environmental
Protection’s Division of Fish & Wildlife is
no exception. The rising costs of opera-
tions combined with successive years of
declining revenue from fewer license buyers has hit Fish & Wildlife
especially hard in the recent past, resulting in an operating deficit.
Carryover and reserve funds used in past fiscal years to help balance
the budget all but dried up despite the effort to tighten our belts in
the last three fiscal years. Fish & Wildlife was faced with an estimat-
ed $4-million shortfall for the fiscal year that began on July 1.
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Jump State Forest and Bear Swamp Wildlife Management Area.

We advanced our mutual goals for conservation of New Jersey’s
wildlife by supporting legislation that will help ensure the Garden
State qualifies for nearly $1.2 million in federal grants to benefit
wildlife. The bill, S1863, which provides a supplemental appropria-
tion of $381,715 to fund the federal grant’s state match component,
won overwhelming approval in both houses of the Legislature.

To further enhance hunting opportunities and to help reduce
overabundant deer populations, we backed sportsmen’s interests in
doubling the number of available weekend hunting days for most
bow hunters by fully supporting the Sunday Bow Hunting bill,
A-3736, now wending its way through the Legislature.

The state’s burgeoning population of black bears remains a con-
cern and a challenge. We are working closely with the New Jersey
Fish and Game Council to implement a comprehensive bear-man-
agement policy that includes public education and a hunt among its
tools for controlling the population and keeping our residents safe.

Though black bear management also is a reliable source of con-
troversy, I am buoyed by the Council’s collaborative spirit under its
new chairman, Ernest P. Hahn, appointed by Acting Governor
Richard J. Codey earlier this year. Ernie’s distinguished career in
public service began 30 years ago in what was then the Division of
Fish, Game and Wildlife. Before joining the Delaware and Raritan
Canal Commission as executive director last January, Ernie served as
assistant commissioner for land use at the DEP and was instrumental
in developing and implementing a series of landmark protections that
will preserve New Jersey’s natural resources for generations to come.

After an especially hot and humid summer, the crisp autumn air
ushers in a wide array of seasonal opportunities to enjoy New
Jersey’s natural resources. All of us at the DEP remain committed to
preserving and expanding these opportunities and the quality of life
they provide residents and visitors alike.

[ty M. ot ll

Bradley M. Campbell is Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection.

Dark clouds have silver linings and ours was the support that
materialized to provide a $4.2-million appropriation from the gener-
al fund in this fiscal year’s state budget. That support came from two
key sources: DEP Commissioner Bradley M. Campbell who went to
bat for us with the State Treasurer and the Legislature, and a broad
coalition of conservation, environmental, hunting and angling groups
that pushed for state funding for Fish & Wildlife.

Through this effort, Fish & Wildlife’s hunting and angling pro-
grams achieved a new level of recognition for the economic, recre-
ational and wildlife management benefits provided to the state by
hunting and angling. Equally important was the recognition of the
many programs and services Fish & Wildlife provides beyond hunting
and angling and the benefits those additional services provide to all
the residents of our state.

The broad coalition of sporting, conservation, environmental
groups and commercial fishing interests that came together for Fish

(Continued on page 4)
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Every Season Starts at

Our Lodge Services Include:

Test the pedormance of bows on our indoor archery lane
FREE scope mounting and bore sighting

We sell hunting and fishing licenses

FREE arrow cutting and inserts

FREE bow set-up and tuning

We offer fishing line spooling

€0, refilling station for your paintball tanks

Your one-stop shop for all your hunting needs from the best names in the business. .
off
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NEW JERSEY STORE LOCATIONS

Princeton: 609.419.1661 Woodbridge: 732.621.8400 Deptford: 856.384.8533
East Brunswick: 732.651.3284 Freehold: 732.358.1400 Burlington:  609.747.0400
East Hanover:  973.428.0889 Moorestown: 856.802.1225 Mays Landing: 609.407.1711




(Director’s Message, Continued)

& Wildlife joined forces under the New Jersey Outdoor Congress. One
of the major goals of the Outdoor Congress is to secure an adequate
and permanent public funding source for both Fish & Wildlife and
Parks and Forestry in the near future. I encourage all of you to follow
this process and join in through membership and participation in the
groups that have formed the Outdoor Congress.

Another recent development has seen a select group of conserva-
tion organizations from the Outdoor Congress come together to work
side-by-side with Fish & Wildlife and the Fish and Game Council to
support deer hunting as a crucial management tool necessary to pre-
serve the biological value of our precious forests. Their commitment
was reinforced through testimony supporting our deer management
efforts at the June Game Code hearing. Support from the environmen-
tal groups has cost them memberships but they have remained stead-
fast in their support of deer hunting.

Their efforts have focused public attention on the devastating
impacts to forests from overabundant deer and the associated negative
impacts to a number of forest-dependent species. Attention also has
been focused on the cost effectiveness and efficiency of deer hunting as
a deer population and forest habitat management tool. Fortunately,
New Jersey’s progressive deer management, which has been supported
by hunters since the 1970s, has left our forests in much better shape
than some other states. We have proven that when hunters have access
to land, deer can be managed successfully.

The dark clouds on the horizon are thinning in terms of natural
resource funding and the debate over deer management; the silver lin-
ing is shining brighter. At no time in our state history has such a large
and diverse group of traditional and non-traditional fish and wildlife
constituents formed a single voice in support of Fish & Wildlife, our
fish and wildlife management programs and the natural resource pro-
grams in Parks and Forestry. We should all be encouraged by the poten-
tial this provides for a brighter future for Fish & Wildlife, a healthy fish
and wildlife resource and the outdoor recreation it supports.

Mt

Marty McHugh is Director of
New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife.

This DIGEST is available in
enlarged format for the
visually impaired.

Write to:
New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife

Large Format Hunting Digest
P.O. Box 400  Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
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New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife
P.0. Box 400 e Trenton, NJ 08625-0400 e Internet: www.njfishandwildlife.com

To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term
biological, recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.

* To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy
levels and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

* To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to
foster a positive human/wildlife co-existence.

* To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and
wildlife for both present and future generations.
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$100,000°

1** Annual New Jersey Big Buck Contest

Grand Prize of $50,000 Cash
Plus: Ford F150, Arctic Cat 500 ATVs,

Big Game Hunting Trips, Hunting Jackets,
and a Free T-shirt for Entering \

Categories: Adult Bow, Adult Shotgun, /

{
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and Youth Tournament

Entry Fee: $100 per category

(no limit on number of deer entered into contest)



We support ethical hunting
and sportsmanship:

= Ameristep = Archery Trade
Association = Boone and Crockett
Club = Bowhunting Preservation
Alliance = Bushnell Sport Optics
= Cabela’s = Campfire Club

of America = Congressional
Sportsman'’s Foundation

= Crooked Horn Outfitters = Dallas
Safari Club = Ducks Unlimited =
Foundation for North American
Wild Sheep = H-S Precision =
Hunter’'s Handbook = Hunter
Specialties = International
Association of Fish and Wildlife

Agencies = |zaak Walton League ] i i s 1

of America = Leupold » Mathews i ] 1 The principle of Fair Chase

Solocam = Mossy Oak Brand Camo e

= National Bowhunter Education i I e WV [he cornerstone of our

Foundation = National Shooting - = T y 1 B . L
Sports Foundation = New Jersey } _— 1 aws. by accepting ARG

Division of Fish and Wildlife =
Nikon = Nosler, Inc. s Pope and
Young Club = Primos Game Calls
= Realtree = Remington Arms

Co. = Rocky Shoes & Boots =
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
= Smith & Wesson = The Conklin
Foundation = The Outdoor Channel
= The Weatherby Foundation =
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Society m Thompson Center Arms
= U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance =
Whitetails Unlimited = Wildlife
Research Laboratories = Winchester
Ammunition = Zeiss Sport Optic

is code of conduct,

How we hunt matters just as
much as why we hunt.

WAL
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Enter the 2005 -
Hunt Fair Chase -
Sweepstakes featuring the
finest collection of hunts
and merchandise you can
imagine.

—

No purchase necessary.
Winners drawn monthly!
Offer Expires December 15, 2005.

To learn how you can be part of securing our

numing nrtaand mors svou oo YW huntfairchase.com = i
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