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Great Fun for Families and Friends

GOVERNOR’S
SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT

The 14th annual Governor's Surf
Fishing Tournament will be held
Sunday, Oct. 2, 2005, along the

beaches of Island Beach State Park in
Berkeley Township, Ocean County.
This extremely popular family fishing
event draws approximately 1,000 par-
ticipants every year and attracts people
from throughout New Jersey as well as
neighboring states. 

Each year anglers compete for the
coveted Governor's Cup, awarded for
the largest catch of the day. In 2004,
bluefish dominated the tournament
with contestants submitting more than
190 entries of this fast and hard-fight-
ing fish. However, top honors of the
event went to Pompton Plains' Sal
Amato, who won the day by reeling in
a 37-inch striped bass. Amato received
a plaque along with a Penn rod-and-reel
combination and gear bag and had his
name engraved on the Governor's Cup,
permanently on display at Island Beach
State Park.

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection's Assistant
Commissioner of Natural & Historic
Resources John S. Watson Jr. presided
over the tournament and thanked the
many prize sponsors, volunteers and
participants who made the day a suc-
cess. Joining Assistant Commissioner
Watson were Division of Fish &
Wildlife Director Martin McHugh and
Division of Parks and Forestry Director
Jose Fernandez. Awards were present-
ed to winners of the various tourna-
ment categories, and photo
opportunities were arranged for partic-
ipants and their families.

During the awards ceremony, special

honors went to Paul Smith, retiring
president of the Governor's Surf
Fishing Tournament Committee and
founding tournament organizer, for his
13 years of dedication to the event. His
many contributions have helped make
the tournament a tremendous success
year after year. Fortunately, he will con-
tinue to serve as an advisor to the
Tournament Committee. 

Fish & Wildlife thanks the following
organizations for their contributions to
the 13th Annual Governor's Surf
Fishing Tournament: ANDE Rods Inc.,
Big Racks.com, Buck Knives, Cabela's
Inc., East Coast Fisherman's Products,
Jenkinson's Aquarium, Lamiglas Inc.,
Legal Limits Co., Leatherman Inc.,
Mann's Bait Co. Inc., Bill Lewis' Rat-
L-Trap Fishing Lures, Penn Fishing
Tackle Mfg. Co., Shakespeare Fishing
& Tackle Division, Sportsman's Center,
and the Wetlands Institute in Stone
Harbor. 

Funds raised by the Governor's Surf
Tournament benefit conservation
efforts in and around Island Beach State
Park, including specialized balloon-tire
beach wheelchairs to provide beach
access for the disabled and elderly at
Island Beach State Park; educational
displays for the park's Interpretive
Center; a beach access ramp connecting
parking area A7 to the beach; an auto-
matic heart defibrillator unit; and two
mobile fishing equipment trailers with
rods and reels for fishing education pro-
grams statewide. The funds also have
helped purchase educational materials
and field study equipment for various
environmental education programs
including Barnegat Bay Kayak Tour
and Environmental Education

Enhancement, Hooked on Fishing Not
on Drugs, Pathways to Fishing,
Becoming an Outdoors Woman and the
Sedge Islands Natural Resource
Education Center.

For more information about the
Governor's Surf Fishing Tournament,
visit www.njfishandwildlife.com or call
(609) 748-4347. Registration forms are
available by sending a self-addressed,
stamped business-sized envelope to
DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife,
Nacote Creek Research Station, P.O.
Box 418, Port Republic, NJ 08241,
Attn: G.F.T.

Great Fun for Families and Friends

GOVERNOR’S
SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT
By Sue Canale, Senior Biologist and Al Ivany, Principal Biologist

Fish and Wildlife's Marine Fisheries Administrator
Tom McCloy lands an 82-pound, 50-inch black
drum on 20-pound test line in Great Bay.
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download FREE Fishing Tips!!!

save$10on
Fishing BIG! DVD

special $19.99 (retail price: $29.99)

go to: www.fishingbigdvd.com

Do You Want to
Catch Fish 

like This?
specializing in state regulations

Be sure to include the 

NJ Fish & Wildlife
Digests in your 2006
Media Budget.

2006 Marine Issue
2006 Hunting Issue
2006 Freshwater Issue

call 413.884.1001ext.6 
or e-mail:
ads@jfgriffin.com

Exciting New DVD
Instructional Series!
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Seeking to improve New Jersey's arti-
ficial reefs and raise awareness of
their economic and environmental

value, the Department of Environmental
Protection is deploying a decommissioned
Navy tanker on the state's Garden State
North Artificial Reef Site off the coast of
Harvey Cedars.

New Jersey is a national leader in artificial
reef management, and the DEP is com-
mitted to enhancing its reef sites to bene-
fit the environment, fishermen, divers and
the state's economy.

DEP is acquiring the tanker through a
$100,000 appropriation, which also will
allow the state to acquire two other
decommissioned ships. The state will
deploy the other ships later this year. DEP
is placing the three ships at different reefs
along the entire Jersey coast so all resi-
dents can enjoy the benefits of these new
acquisitions. 

Built for the U.S. Navy in 1943, the 170-
foot tanker, known as YO-153, had been
stationed at Philadelphia Naval Shipyard.
Before the tanker is deployed, DEP super-
vises a thorough cleaning of the vessel to
remove all greases, floatables and other
materials that might harm the marine envi-
ronment. The U.S. Coast Guard then
inspects the cleaned tanker before it is
transported to the reef site.

The 1.1-square mile Garden State North
Reef Site, approximately 6.5 miles off-
shore from Harvey Cedars in Ocean
County, comprises more than 44,000
cubic yards of vessels, tanks, specially
designed Reef Balls and other materials.
In 2003, it was one of five artificial reefs
where New Jersey deployed 250 decom-
missioned New York City subway cars.

The vessel is being sunk by cutting holes
in the hull and opening the engine room
sea cocks, which allows the ship to take on

water slowly. This vessel is the 134th ship
to be sunk on New Jersey's artificial reef
sites.

Artificial reefs play a key role in support-
ing New Jersey's marine fishing and div-
ing industries, which contribute more than
$850 million to New Jersey's economy. 

The DEP initiated its ocean reef building
program in 1984, establishing over time a
network of 14 reef sites from Sandy Hook
to Cape May that encompass a total of 25
square miles of sea floor. The state has
made more than 3,500 deployments of
various reef materials - more than any
other state in the country - including ships
and barges, massive undersea ridges from
six million tons of rock, and thousands of
fabricated concrete reef units.

For more information on New Jersey's
artificial reef program, visit the DEP's
Web site at:

. . . the vessel is being sunk 

by cutting holes in the hull and

opening the engine room 

sea cocks. . .

DEP's new initiative will enhance 
artificial reef sites for anglers, divers

The YO-153 is a Navy tanker built during WWII.

www.njfishandwildlife.com/artreef.htm.



Internet Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.njfishandwildlife.com
Commercial Preserves & Semi-Wild Preserves  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-2966
Deer & Turkey Permit Hotline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-9192
DEP ACTION LINE - 24 HOURS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (877) WARNDEP
Exotic & Nongame Captivity Permits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-9591
Falconry Permit Information.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-8793
General Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-2965
Horseback Riding Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(609) 259-2132
Hunter Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (877) 2HUNTNJ
Hunting, Fishing & Duplicate Licenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-2965
Operation Game Thief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 222-0456
Outstanding Deer Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 633-7598
Pheasant & Quail Stocking Information.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 984-0547
Rifle Permit Information.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 984-1400
Trout Stocking Hotline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 633-6765
Wildlife Conservation Corps Information.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-6826
Wildlife Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-8793
Wildlife Management Area Information.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 984-0547
Trenton Office

501 E. State St., Station Plaza 5, 3rd Floor, P.O. Box 400, Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
Endangered and Nongame Species  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-9400
Land Management  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 984-0547
Law Enforcement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-9430
Marine Fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-2083
Shellfisheries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 984-5546
Wildlife Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-9450
Wildlife Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 292-6685
Nacote Creek Research Station

P.O. Box 418, 360 Rt. 9 N. (Milepost 51) Port Republic, NJ 08241
Marine Fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 748-2020
Shellfisheries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 748-2040
Marine Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 748-2031
Marine Law Enforcement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 748-2050
Bivalve Shellfish Office

P.O. Box 432, Port Norris, NJ 08349  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 785-0730
Shellfish Dealership Information

NJ Consumer Health Service, Dept. of Health
P.O. Box 369, Trenton, NJ 08625 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 588-3123

Shellfish Water Classification
NJ Div. of Watershed Mgt.
P.O. Box 405, Stoney Hill Road, Leeds Point, NJ 08220 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 748-2000

Freshwater Fisheries Lab
P.O. Box 394, Lebanon, NJ 08833  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 236-2118

Northern Region Office
26 Route 173 W., Hampton, NJ 08827

Wildlife Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-7040
Endangered and Nongame Species  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-8975
Hunter Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (877) 2HUNTNJ
Wildlife Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-8793
Land Management  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (973) 383-0918
Law Enforcement (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Morris,

Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and Warren Counties)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 735-8240
Pequest Trout Hatchery and Natural Resource Education Center

605 Pequest Rd., Oxford, NJ 07863 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (908) 637-4125
Hackettstown Fish Hatchery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(908) 852-3676
Central Region Office

1 Eldridge Rd., Robbinsville, NJ 08691
Land Management  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 259-2132
Hunter Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (877) 2HUNTNJ
Wildlife Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (609) 259-7955
Law Enforcement (Burlington, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, and Ocean Counties)  . . . . (609) 259-2120
Southern Region Office

220 Blue Anchor Rd., Sicklerville, NJ 08081
Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 629-0090

Hunter Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (877) 2HUNTNJ
Land Management  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 629-5006
Wildlife Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 629-7224
Law Enforcement (Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland,

Gloucester, and Salem Counties)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (856) 629-0555
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J.F. Griffin Publishing thanks the 
following companies for their support
of this publication:

Yamaha Motor Corp.
1-800-88-YAMAHA
www.yamaha-motor.com

Triton Boats
1-888-8TRITON
www.tritonboats.com

Evan Nappen, Attorney-at-Law
1-888-GUN-LAWS
www.evannappen.com

Dick’s Sporting Goods
1-877-846-9997
www.dickssportinggoods.com

The Outdoor Channel
www.outdoorchannel.com

iBoats.com
www.iboats.com

Christmas & Associates, Inc.
1-800-229-7843
www.landandcamps.com

Orvis Paramus
770 Route 17N
Paramus, NJ 07652
1-201-447-6648
www.orvis.com

Efinger Sporting Goods
513 West Union Avenue 
PO Box 2003, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
1-732-356-0604
www.efingersports.com

Harry’s Army and Navy Store
691 Route 130
Robbinsville, NJ 08691
1-609-585-5450
www.harrys.com

Ray’s Sport Shop
559 Route 22
North Plainfield, NJ 07060
1-908-561-4400

specializing in state regulations

specializing in state regulations

www.jfgriffin.com
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