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YOUR FISHING TACKLE DESTINATION

Fresh & Saltwater Tackle — Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff!

FULL SERVICE FLY SHOP NJ & PA Expert Reel Repair

One of the Largest Fly Tying Hunting and Fishing Licenses Special Orders
Selections in the State STATE AND FEDERAL DUCK STAMPS Maryland Style Crab Traps
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DOMMITTED 70 TOTAL QUALITY

Enter our LIVE BAIT
86th Annual — -~ Shiners

= laZ ; o Fatheads » Worms
Fishing Contest ——— % Plus Frozen Bait

Serving New Jersey for 100 Years!
Major Fishing Door Prizes Every Week in 2009!

1g Goods:Store

32:356-0604
Mon:i=IFri:19:30/=19:00; : . _
Sat9:00/=15:30) Directions:/2|blockseast ofllz287; exit{13Afrom|I-287N;lexit
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PRO-LINE ¢ TSUNAMI ¢ SPRO * ANDE * STREN * CANYON * B&W * HARDY * ABEL * SUFIX » SIMMS e RIO
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11 Marine Fish Regulations — Fin Fish 6  Coastal Sharks of New Jersey
14 Marine Regulations — Mollusks and Crustaceans
15 Seasons, Minimum Size and Possession Limits Chart 8 Attention Saltwater Anglers:
Angler Survey
16 Marine Species Identification
18 Federal Recreational Regulations 9  Attention Boaters:
19 Shellfish and Non-Commercial Crab Pot License Information Keep Our Waters Clean
22 Health Advisories
20 Jersey Sharking
24 Skillful Angler Awards Program
25 New Jersey State Record Marine Sport Fish 28 Importance of Forage Fish in the
Delaware River
This DIGEST is available in 30 Throw Back That Short Fish—
Unharmed!
enlarged format
for the visually impaired.
Write to:
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
Large Format Marine Digest
P.O. Box 400 ¢ Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
hotlines
NJ FISH AND WILDLIFE FEDERAL MARINE FISHERIES CONTACTS
Report Marine, Shellfish and NOAA Fisheries NOAA Fisheries Office of Law Fisheries Law Enforcement
Finfish Violations Enforcement Hotline Enforcement — Northeast Field Offices
(609) 748-2050 or 24-hour non-emergency tipline  Enforcement Division HQ Wall: (732) 280-6490
24-hour DEP Hotline: 877-WARNDEP (800) 853-1964 (978) 281-9213 Marmora: (609) 390-8303
Violators of the fillet law are subject to a
$30 per fish or $300 to $3,000 fine

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded that the statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities.



By MARK N. MAURIELLO

I've long cherished spending summers at the Jersey
shore. Some of my fondest memories are of vacations
spent in Lavallette as a child. My wife Joanne and [
have passed this tradition down to our sons Todd and
Daniel. We vacation “down the shore” every summer.

These vacations have left me with memories that
I will treasure forever, such as the excitement of
catching a wave on my 10-foot surfboard or the joy
Todd and Daniel experienced as they pulled up their
first blue crabs from Barnegat Bay. As my family
uses this time to unwind and appreciate what is truly important in life, [ am
reminded of the special connection we in New Jersey have with our coast.

Stretching 127 miles from Sandy Hook to Cape May, New Jersey’s coastline
offers endless opportunities for recreation and relaxation—and it drives our
multibillion-dollar tourism economy. Whether you enjoy strolling on the
boardwalk, sunning and swimming on some of the best beachesin the country,
or experiencing the thrill of the catch by casting your fishing line into our
beautiful coastal waters, the Jersey shore is truly unrivaled.

Saltwater anglers appreciate this fact as much as anyone, perhaps more so.
You are tuned to the rhythms of the tides, the movements of the fish, the
cycles of the sea.

Between a half-million to a million people will fish our coastal waters this
year. You may not be thinking directly about the state’s many coastal-protection
programsas you bait your hooks and cast your lines for stripers, fluke, bluefish,
weakfish and other denizens of our coastline, but on some level you realize that
your enjoyment of the sport relies on healthy and productive ecosystems.

It is crucial that we protect the shore’s natural resources today so they can
be enjoyed by many generations to come. We must tread lightly and use our
resources carefully. By obeying catch and size limitsand taking care to leave no

gear behind, you are doing important things to protect the shore and bolster
the reputation of anglers as caretakers of this fragile ecosystem.

Asthe Department of Environmental Protection’s Acting Commissioner, [
am committed to protecting this treasure with every regulatory and scientific
tool the state has, even in this difficult economic climate.

I have a special affinity and keen understanding for the shore and its
ecosystems, having spent most of my 29-year DEP career working on coastal
issues. I began my career asa coastal geologist and eventually became Assistant
Commissioner of the Land Use Program, which oversees many of New Jersey’s
coastal-protection programs.

The DEP’s initiatives to safeguard New Jersey’s coastal resources are
multifaceted and require careful coordination. Programs to monitor water
quality, protect fish populations, reduce runoff pollution, restore beaches and
dunes to protect lives and property, and clean litter off the beaches all start
with the DEP. [understand how these programs work, how they complement
each other, where they can be strengthened.

Through these and many more programs like them, the DEP carries out
its commitment to the coast every day, working tirelessly to preserve and
maintain clean and healthy coastal ecosystems that our fish need to thrive
and that you need to have an enjoyable time.

We are so fortunate to have this wonderful asset so readily at hand. Besides
providing us with opportunities for fun and recreation, the shore fills us with
tranquility, gives us a better appreciation for life, and brings families closer
together. It even rekindles childhood memories.

We must never take all this for granted, no matter what lures us to
the shore, « ™™

Mark N. Mauriello is Acting Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection.

By DAVE CHANDA

The National Saltwater Angler Registry Program has
sparked keen interest from coast to coast within the
marine fisheries community. The Registry is slated
to take effect on January 1, 2010 and New Jersey
saltwater anglers should be concerned about its
implications for them and the management of the
state’s marine resource.

The Registry Program was created by a Federal
Rule required under the 2006 Magnuson-Stevens
Reauthorization Act. This Act is the primary law
governing marine fisheries management in United States federal waters.
Improving the quality and accuracy of National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) surveys to estimate marine recreational harvest was the driving force
behind the Registry. The potential benefit of the Registry and better surveys
is that size, season and bag limits that affect New Jersey anglers will be based
on more reliable harvest data.

Fifteen coastal states require a saltwater fishing license and can provide
annual directories of their marine anglers to NMFS for the Registry. New
Jersey is one of nine coastal states with nothing in place to register marine
anglers. That means New Jersey marine anglers will be required to register
with NMFS each year beginning in 2010. There will be no fee for anglers to
register in 2010, but in 2011 anglers from states with no means to provide
a directory will pay an estimated $15 to $25 annual fee to register with the
federal government.

New Jersey angler registry fees to the federal government could be asmuch as
$25 million a year—six times the amount of our annual funding for New Jersey
marine fisheries management. Registry fees paid to the federal treasury would
not benefit New Jersey anglers or marine resource management in New Jersey.
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This comes at a time of increasing requirements to comply with coast-
wide fisheries management plans to avoid closures of fisheries in state
waters. Today there are 22 coast-wide fisheries management plans for New
Jersey species. In 1988, there were none. Yet marine fisheries management
funding in our state, when adjusted for inflation, is essentially the same 20
years later.

Competition amongst Atlantic Coast states for shares of coast-wide
fisheries resources is increasing at the same time. The winners are often the
states with the best scientific data and competing states are spending two to
seven times more per angler than New Jersey to collect fisheries data. The
consequence of not being able to keep pace was evident in recent tautog
harvest restrictions placed on New Jersey anglers because our data was not
sufficient to argue against the restrictions. The same could soon be true for
winter flounder. Competition for marine resources will continue to increase
in the future as will research and monitoring requirements to responsibly
manage the state’s marine resources and keep recreational fisheries open to
New Jersey anglers.

The National Saltwater Angler Registry poses both a challenge and an
opportunity. The challenge is to create a state directory of marine anglers
without sending angler fees to the federal government. The opportunity
is to ensure that there are stable marine fisheries populations and fishing
opportunities for our children and grandchildren to enjoy.

The Division of Fish and Wildlife is of fering to present helpful information
to angling groups on the national registry program and to discuss what it will
mean for New Jersey anglers. Anyone interested in scheduling a presentation
is invited to call (609) 2027794, <™~

Dave Chanda is the Director of the Division of Fish & Wildlife.
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THESE GREAT BRANDS AVAILABLE AT ALL NEW JERSEY SPORTS AUTHORITY STORES
SPORTSAUTHORITY.COM | 1-888-LOOK-4TSA

GEAR UP WITH THIS SPECIAL OFFER SPORTS
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1 **No cash value. No cash back. No rain checks. Coupon not 1
1 valid on prior purchases, online purchases, gift cards, licenses TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU DIAL I

or event tickets. Offer good on in-stock merchandise only.

1 Must present coupon at time of purchase to redeem. Cannot be 1 '888-LO0K-4TSA 1
1 combined with any other offer, coupon or Employee or Friends 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

& Family discount. Coupon may not be reproduced. One coupon
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE**  feycustomes serpuchase, Gitus uncer mou sroduets, | ANV AANNN A

(SOME EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.) and ammunition. 1007 7253 0515 0905 1410 4



1325 West Avenue * Ocean City, NJ

ater

FISH WITH CONFIDENCE

2 Locations

2045 Hwy. 35 403 Rt. 9

Wall, NJ 07719 Waretown, NJ 08758
(732) 282-1812 (609) 242-1812

LHWOODSANDWATER.COM

Best NEW Place To
Buy Your Gear!

State of New Jersey
Jon S. Corzine, Governor

Department of Environmental Protection
Mark N. Mauriello, Acting Commissioner

Office of Natural and Historic Resources
John S. Watson, Jr, Deputy Commissioner
Amy Cradic, Assistant Commissioner

Division of Fish and Wildlife

David Chanda, Director

Larry Herrighty, Assistant Director

Thomas McCloy, Marine Fisheries Administrator
James W. Joseph, Chief, Shellfisheries

Brandon Muffley, Chief, Marine Fisheries
Timothy Cussen, Chief, Law Enforcement

Lisa Barno, Chief, Freshwater Fisheries

Jim Sciascia, Chief, Information and Education
Tony Petrongolo, Chief, Land Management

Live Bait * Fresh Bait * Frozen Bait * Rigged Baits * Rods * Reels
Monofilament Line * Braided Fishing Line * Leaders & Leader
Material * Hooks Snaps & Swivels * Floats & Sinkers * Jigs * Rigs * Hard
Baits * Soft Baits * Trolling Lures * Surf Fishing Gear * Knives & Tools
Nets & Gaffs  Tackle Bags & Boxes * Crabbing Supplies * Marine
SupplieseLines & Anchors*Rod Building Supplies * Rod & Reel Repairs
T-Shirts » Hats * Shorts * Shoes * Sunglasses * And Much Much More...

stop by FIN-ATIGS... went Hook You up!

Expert Service and Friendly Advice

David Jenkins, Acting Chief, Endangered and Nongame Species
Doug Roscoe, Fish and Wildlife Health and Forensics

Cindy Kuenstner, Editor

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife is a professional, environmental organization
dedicated to the protection, management and wise use of the state’s fish and wildlife

resources.

The Digest is available at coastal license agents, bait and tackle shops and Fish and Wildlife
offices. Information may be reprinted with permission. Subscriptions are not available.

This Digest is designed and produced by J.E. Griffin Publishing, LLC;
wwwjfgriffin.com; Lead Designer: Erin Murphy; Associate Designer: Kate Bosco

Partial funding for the Digest is provided by the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program.

Cover photo: Blue shark. Special thanks to Capt. Darren Volker and the Mary Lou Crew
(www.maryloucrew.com) for cover photo by Joshua Scott Fetterolf, Long Beach Island,

June 2008.

New Jersey Fish and Wildlife Councils

Marine Fisheries Council
Gilbert Ewing Jr,, Chair

Delaware Bay Shellfish Council
Warren Hollinger, Chair

Erling Berg Scott Bailey
Dr. Eleanor Ann Bochenek Stephen Fleetwood
Dr. Patrick Donnelly Endangered and Nongame
Edward Goldman . . .
. Species Advisory Committee
Dick Herb )
. Dr. Barbara Brummer, Chair
Warren Hollinger
Dr.James Applegate
John J. Maxwell
Frances Puskas Dr.Joanna Burger
JoeRi Dr. Emile DeVito
o€ R12z0 Jane Morton Galetto
Fish and Game Council Dr.Rick Lathrop
Jeannette Vreeland, Acting Chair Dr. Erica Miller
Dr. Barbara Brummer Dr. David Mizrahi
David Burke Dr. Dale Schweitzer
Fred Hough James Shissias
EdKertz Waterfowl Stamp Advisory Committee
John Messeroll ; .
Robert VonSuskil, Chairman
Robert Puskas
Carl W. Blank
Dan VanMater
Dr. Leonard Wolgast CreonggelRionend
: 5 Dave Burke
Atlantic Coast Shellfish Council Jay Laubengeyer
John J. Maxwell, Chair Stan Nadler
Walter Hughes Cindy O'Connor
Walter Johnson Jim A. Shissias
Jack Stewart
Where to Write Us

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife
P.O.Box 400 - Trenton, NJ 08625-0400 - NJFishandWildlife.com

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife

Our Mission

To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term biological,
recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.

Our Goals

4
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- Tomaintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels and
to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.

- Toeducate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster a
positive human/wildlife co-existence.

- To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for both
present and future generations.
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2 West Marine

New Jersey’s
Boating and Fishing Gear Source!

We’ve got what you’re Iookmg“i
quality and service you can‘cou

@ Sfﬂip% @ J%é.,am ©cANNON

Visit us at one of our 13 convenient New Jersey locations!
Atlantic Highlands .......... 2391 Hwy 36 .......... (732) 872-8100

Belmar.................... 8258thAve. .......... (732) 280-1771
Brick ................. 51 Chambersbridge Rd. . . . . .. (732) 864-8140
CapeMay ................. 791 Route 109 ......... (609) 898-8245
Cherry Hill ........... 1618 North Kings Highway ... .(856) 795-9191
Eatontown ........... Rt. 35 & 36 (Off Max Plaza) ... .(732) 542-8282

Little Egg Harbor .......... 424 E. Main St. ......... (609) 296-6243

Lodi ................... 100 Route 17 South ....... (201) 712-1111
Mt. Laurel ................ 1215Route 73 ......... (856) 231-4600
Perth Amboy .............. 494 Market St. ......... (732) 442-5700
Somers Point . ........... 258 New Rd (Rte 9) ....... (609) 601-0061
South Amboy ............... 1851 Hwy 35 .......... (732) 525-2221
Tom’s River.............. 213 Route 37 East . ....... (732) 341-0710

% West Marine
Coupon

$1 0 OFF

Any Purchase of $50 or More

Coupon/Offer may not be combined with
other coupons. Discount does not apply to
sale-priced merchandise. Not redeemable for
cash or gift cards. Limit one coupon per cus-
tomer. Not valid on Bose®, Penn®, Shimano®,
Minn Kota®, Cannon® Humminbird®, KVH®
and select Garmin®, Raymarine® and Calcutta®
products. Discount does not apply to gift card
purchases, taxes, shipping, and handling
charges or similar processing charges. Offer
void where prohibited by law. Coupon good
5/1/09-9/30/09. Attention Cashier: Please
scan barcode at time of redemption.
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