




To reduce exposure to harmful chemical contaminants when 

preparing and eating the fish species taken from the identified 

waters, it is essential to follow the guidelines provided. The DEP 

encourages you to consult the Fish Smart-Eat Smart Fish Advisory 

Guide or www.FishSmartEatSmartNJ.org when making decisions 

about eating recreationally caught fish and crabs.

The Fish Smart-Eat Smart Advisory Guide includes contaminant 

information, advisory charts, plus preparation and cooking 

methods to reduce contaminant levels, as well as specific guide-

lines, advice and prohibitions for people at high risk, such as 

children, pregnant women and women of child-bearing age. 

The Guide also includes Web site links to Pennsylvania, Delaware 

and New York for information about fish consumption advisories 

for shared waters.

For a complete list of state and federal marine fish consumption 

advisories visit: FishSmartEatSmartNJ.org.

The fish consumption advisories and Fish Smart-Eat Smart Web 

site are updated periodically and are available online or from the 

Office of Science at (609) 984-6070. 

Fishing provides enjoyable and relaxing recre-

ation. Fish are an excellent source of protein and 

other nutrients and play a role in maintaining a 

healthy, well-balanced diet. Many anglers enjoy 

cooking and eating their own catch. However, 

elevated levels of potentially harmful chemical 

contaminants such as dioxin, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), 

pesticides and mercury have been found in certain fish and crabs 

in some New Jersey waters. Fish consumption advisories have been 

adopted to guide citizens on safe consumption practices. 

The current list of fish consumption advisories consists of state-

wide, regional and water body-specific warnings for a variety of 

fish species and fish consumers. The New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Department of Health 

and Senior Services have prepared literature and a new Web site to 

help you make informed choices about which fish to eat and how 

to reduce your exposure to these harmful chemicals. 

Check online for fish consumption advisories  
on the local water body in which you fish!  
Go to FishSmartEatSmartNJ.org

Fish Smart, Eat Smart Eating Fish And Crabs  
Caught In New Jersey Waters

h
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The 19th Annual Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 3, 2010. Once again anglers from New Jersey and neighboring states 
will descend upon the beaches of Island Beach State Park in hopes of 
catching the longest fish of the day. The tournament aims to encourage 
youngsters and adults to learn more about surf fishing while taking 
advantage of a great family activity. Funds raised by the tournament go 
toward marine resource conservation and education. 

Despite a foggy start to the 18th annual tournament, over 800 
participants enjoyed a day of fishing off the beaches of Island Beach State 
Park. Contestants caught blackfish, bluefish, kingfish, striped bass and 
weakfish. A total of thirty prizes were awarded in categories for children, 
teens and adults. However, the grand prize went to Gene Brendel of Nutley, 
with a 32-inch striped bass. DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife Director, 

Dave Chanda congratulated Mr. Brendel with a plaque and two rod-and-
reel combinations. Also, Mr. Brendel’s name has been engraved on the 
Governor’s Cup, which is on permanent display at Island Beach State Park.

Since its inception, the tournament has generated more than $120,000 
for various marine education and restoration efforts, construction of 
access ramps for disabled saltwater anglers, surf fishing instruction 
programs and equipment, specialized wheel chairs that provide beach 
access to the disabled and elderly, plus the purchase of the first mobile 
automatic heart defibrillator for use at Island Beach State Park. 

For more information about the Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament or 
to receive a registration form, visit NJFishandWildlife.com/gsft.htm or call 
(609) 748-4347. 

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife (along with our co-sponsors: New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry, 
New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, Jersey Coast Anglers Association and New Jersey Beach Buggy 
Association) would like to thank the following organizations for contributing to the success of the 18th Annual Governor’s 
Surf Fishing Tournament in 2009:

A special thanks to Kathy Johnston of Kathy Johnston Custom Artwork for creating the annual tournament t-shirt design. 
Also thanks to Cannon Gear for printing the t-shirts.

By Karen Leskie, Wildlife Technician B KKK LLL ki WW lildldlifif T h i i

GOVERNOR’S  
SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT

Tournament will be held Sunday DDavDavee Chanda congratulated Mr Brendndel with a plaque and two rod and

Get Outside and Enjoy One of New Jersey’s Natural Resources

• Canyon Gear
• Eagle Claw Fishing Tackle Company
• Grumpy’s Bait & Tackle
• Legal Limits Company

• Manns Bait Company
• O Mustad & Son, Inc.
• Sportsman’s Center
• Stanley Jigs, Inc.

• Surf Rocket
• Tru-Turn, Inc.
• TTI-Blakemore Fishing Group
• Wright & McGill Company
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North Point Marina

www.TackleDirect.com

Worldwide Shipping Services 

Visit Our NEW Huge Showroom!
Shop Online: TackleDirect.com

Everyday 9am - 5pm EST Toll-Free 1-888-354-7335

ON ORDERS OVER
$200 WITHIN THE
LOWER 48 STATES

FREE
SHIPPINGAll Major Credit Cards Accepted

Order on line 24hrs. a Day

®

Shimano reels in all line classes have earned a 
reputation for having the smoothest and most 
trouble free drag on the market. The Talica is no 
exception. The Shimano Talica was designed to 
enable anglers to fish line classes 3 or 4 times 
heavier than you normally would on a reel of its size. 
In other words, you spend less time fighting your 
tackle, and more time fighting the fish!

$419.99



The Skillful Angler Awards Program is 

designed to supplement the New Jersey 

Record Fish Program. It is comprised of 

three categories: Adult (for anglers age 

16 and older), Junior (under age 16) and 

Catch and Release (based on length). 

A clear, side-view photo that allows 

accurate species identification must 

be included with each application. All 

photo entries become property of the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife and will 

not be returned. Well-composed, high 

resolution photos may be selected for printing in future Digests.

The Skillful Angler Awards program acknowledges that many anglers catch 

freshwater and marine fish that are not record size, but are still worthy of recog-

nition because the size and weight of the fish sufficiently tested the angler’s 

skill. The program is open to resident and non-resident anglers. All fish must be 

caught in New Jersey waters using a hook and line during legally open seasons.

Anglers qualifying for a Skillful Angler award receive a certificate and a 

bronze pin to adorn their fishing hat or jacket. Only one pin and certificate 

per species—regardless of category—will be awarded annually to each partici-

pant, but an angler may submit applications for larger fish caught even after 

receiving a pin.

At the end of the year, special recognition is given to anglers who catch the 

largest fish in each species category. The winner of each category receives a 

special commemorative gift recognizing his or her accomplishment as the 

best of New Jersey’s Skillful Anglers.

Fish must be measured from the tip of the nose (with mouth closed) to the 

tip of the tail. For Adult/Junior categories, fish must be weighed and measured 

by fishing license agents, tackle shops or authorized Fish and Wildlife fisheries 

biologists.

Learn more online at NJFishandWildlife.com/skflang.htm.

Skillful Angler  
Awards Program

Minimum Entry Requirements:

Species Adult Weight 
(lbs., oz.)

Junior Weight 
(lbs., oz.)

Catch & Release 
(inches)

Black Sea Bass 4 3 20

Striped Bass 40 36 42

Black Drum 70 63 46

Bluefish 18 16 33

Cod 30 27 42

Dolphin 30 27 n/a

Winter Flounder 2 1 lb., 8 oz. 16

Fluke 8 7 27

Kingfish 1 8 oz. 13

Mako Shark 250 225 n/a

Blue Marlin 400 360 n/a

White Marlin 60 54 n/a

Pollock 25 22 lbs., 8 oz. 41

Tautog 8 7 22

Albacore Tuna 50 45 n/a

Big Eye Tuna 200 180 n/a

Bluefin Tuna 500 450 n/a

Yellowfin Tuna 120 108 n/a

Tuna (other) 250 225 n/a

Weakfish 10 9 30

The New Jersey State Record Fish Program requires a separate application 
and is based on weight alone. Scale certification  documentation and a weigh-
master’s signature are necessary. Other rules apply. Visit Fish and Wildlife’s 
Web site at NJFishandWildlife.com for a complete list of current state records. 
See also page 25.

New Jersey Skillful Angler Application 
Name _______________________________________ Age _______

Address  _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

City ______________________________State _______ Zip ________

Daytime Telephone Number (________) __________________________

����	������
�	 (check only one):

� Adult         � Junior (16 years and under)

� Catch and Release (qualification based on length)

����� !����� (Angler must complete. Subject to verification by a state biologist.)

__________________________________________________________

������_______lb(s).,_______oz. "�����_______in. #����_______in. 

$����������*_______/_____/________ %���_____________

"
����
� ______________________________________________

���������
��(check only one):  

  � Boat   � Shore   � Surf   � Jetty

� Other (specify) __________________________________________

"����%����&����_______________   ���
�%	!� _____________

�
��%	!��____________________ "���'(���� _______________

�����)����
���
�����
����������
�������
����

�����
������*
��������________________________________________
 (where fish was measured and weighed)
%�
�!�
������*�� _____________________________________

�����������+������ __________________________________

�����������+�� �������� _______________________________

��������	, 1) this fish was caught in New Jersey waters in accordance with 
state laws and regulations; 2) the entry was weighed on a certified scale 
(for Adult and Junior categories only).

� I have enclosed a clear, side-view photo. 

�!!
�����+���
 ��������_________________________________________ $���___________

*   Application and photo must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish. 
Applications for fish caught in December will be accepted only until January 31.

���
��
, 
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Skillful Angler Awards Program  

Pequest Natural Resource Education Center 
605 Pequest Rd. 
Oxford, NJ 07863

This 44-inch catch and release striped 
bass was hooked by Michael Mattson in 
the tidal waters of the Delaware River 
at Elsinboro Point.
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New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Record Fish Program honors anglers 

who catch the largest of select species of freshwater and saltwater fish. Record 

size is based on weight alone; there are no line classes. 

Over the years, revisions have been made to the New Jersey State Record 

Fish Program for both freshwater and saltwater species. Currently there are 

61 marine species eligible for entry into the program. 

Anglers are reminded that the objective of the Record Fish Program is to 

increase awareness of fishing opportunities for species that are regularly sought 

and routinely found on or off the coast of New Jersey. The original list of 72 

species was pared down with that objective in mind.

Eleven species are now retired from the list of program-eligible fish, but 

remain on a separate list posted on Fish and Wildlife’s Web site. One historical 

catch is also retired and posted on the list. In addition, the historical record for 

northern kingfish was removed as the current entry surpassed it by 3 ounces. 

Anglers should be aware that several procedural changes are now in effect for 

the Record Fish Program. First, separate applications are required for freshwater 

and saltwater species. Second, for saltwater entries, it is now mandatory that 

a marine biologist inspect any potential record fish, as identification solely by 

photo is not always accurate. Anglers must call Fish and Wildlife’s Nacote Creek 

Research Station at (609) 748-2020 to make arrangements for inspection. In 

most instances, the fish must be transported to this office in Port Republic. 

However, in the case of extremely large fish (i.e., shark and tuna), a biologist 

will be available to travel for dockside inspection. Note that all scale certifica-

tion requirements still apply, including a valid Certificate of Inspection/Test 

Report and current Registration Certificate issued by the County Office of 

Weights and Measures. 

Other changes include a new entry deadline—applications must now be 

submitted no later than one month after the date of catch—and the triggerfish 

category is now defined as gray triggerfish. All other program rules still apply.

For a complete list of state record fish or to print an application with 

complete program rules, visit the Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Web site at 

NJFishandWildlife.com/fishing.htm.

Species Lbs. Oz. Year Angler Where Caught

Amberjack, greater 85 0 1993 Edwin Metzner Off Cape May

Bass, black sea
8 2 1992 Tony Cunha Inshore Wreck

8 2 1994 John Geddes Off Pt. Pleasant

Bluefish 27 1 1997 Roger Kastorsky 5 Fathom Bank

Bonito, Atlantic 13 8 1945 Frank Lykes, Jr. Off Sandy Hook

Cobia 87 0 1999 John Shanchuk Off Sea Bright

Cod 81 0 1967 Joseph Chesla Off Brielle

Crab, blue 8¾" pt. to pt. 2009 Raymond Ponik Bayonne

Croaker, Atlantic 5 8 1981 Frederick Brown Delaware Bay

*Cunner 2 9 2006 Nick Honachefsky Mud Hole

Dogfish, smooth 19 8 2000 Michael LaTorre Pleasantville

Dogfish, spiny 15 12 1990 Jeff Pennick Off Cape May

Dolphin 63 3 1974 Scott Smith, Jr. Baltimore Canyon

Drum, black 109 0 2008 Nick Henry Delaware Bay

Drum, red 55 0 1985 Daniel Yanino Great Bay

Eel, American 9 13 1988 Warren Campbell Atlantic City

Fluke 19 12 1953 Walter Lubin Off Cape May

Flounder, winter 5 11 1993 Jimmy Swanson Off Barnegat Light

Hake, white 41 7 1989 Wayne Eble Off Barnegat Light

Kingfish, Northern 2 8 2004 Chester Urbanski Barnegat Bay 

New Jersey State Record  
Marine Sport Fish

Species Lbs. Oz. Year Angler Where Caught

Ling (red hake) 11 1 2002 Natalie Jones Off Brielle

Mackerel, Atlantic 4 1 1983 Abe Elkin Manasquan Ridge

Mackerel, king 54 0 1998 Fernando Alfaiate Off Cape May

*Mackerel, Spanish 9 12 1990 Donald Kohler Off Cape May

Marlin, blue 1,046 0 1986 Phil Infantolino Hudson Canyon

Marlin, white 137 8 1980 Mike Marchell Hudson Canyon

Perch, white 2 12 1998 Michael King Little Beach Creek

*Pollock 46 7 1975 John Holton Off Brielle

Porgy 5 14 1976 Victor Rone Delaware Bay

Sailfish 43 4 2006 Dr. John Tallia Linden Kohl Canyon

Seatrout, spotted 11 2 1974 Bert Harper Holgate Surf

Shad, American 7 0 1967 Rodger West Great Bay

Shad, hickory Vacant (Minimum Weight 2 lbs.)

Shark, blue 366 0 1996 William Young, Jr. Mud Hole

Shark, bull Vacant (Minimum Weight 150 lbs.)

Shark, dusky 530 0 1987 Brian Dunlevy Off Great Egg Inlet

Shark, hammerhead 365 0 1985 Walter Thacara Mud Hole

Shark, porbeagle Vacant (Minimum Weight 100 lbs.)

Shark, sandbar 168 8 1987 John Norton Little Egg Inlet

Shark, s-fin mako 856 0 1994 Christopher Palmer Wilmington Canyon

Shark, thresher  683 0 2009 Bennett Fogelberg Fingers

Shark, tiger 880 0 1988 Billy DeJohn Off Cape May

Sheepshead 17 3 2003 Paul Lowe Manahawkin Bay

Spadefish 11 6 1998 Cliff Low Delaware Bay

Spearfish, longbill
42 0 1989 George Algard Poor Man’s Canyon

42 0 1997 Joseph Natoli Hudson Canyon

Spot 0 13 2003 Robert Belsky, Jr.
Little Sheepshead 

Creek

*Striped Bass 78 8 1982 Al McReynolds Atlantic City

Swordfish 530 0 1964 Edmund Levitt Wilmington Canyon

*Tautog 25 0 1998 Anthony Monica Off Ocean City

Tilefish, golden 63 8 2009 Dennis Muhlenforth Linden Kohl Canyon

Tilefish, gray 18 7 2007 Joseph Sanzone Tom’s Canyon

Triggerfish, gray 5 12 2008 Ronald Pires High Bar Harbor

Tuna, albacore 77 15 1984 Dr. S. Scannapiego Spencer Canyon

Tuna, big-eye 364 14 1984 George Krenick Hudson Canyon

Tuna, bluefin 1,030 6 1981 Royal Parsons Off Pt. Pleasant

Tuna, skipjack 13 4 1999 Craig Eberbach Wilmington Canyon

Tuna, yellowfin 290 0 1980 Wayne Brinkerhoff Hudson Canyon

Tunny, little 24 15 1977 Mark Niemczyk Off Sea Bright

Wahoo 123 12 1992 Robert Carr 28-Mile Wreck

Weakfish 18 8 1986 Karl Jones Delaware Bay

Whiting (silver hake) Vacant (Minimum Weight 2.5 lbs.) 

* Fish was previously certified by the IGFA as a world record.
  For information concerning the New Jersey State Record Fish or Skillful 

Angler programs, visit the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Web 
site at NJFishandWildlife.com.

New Jersey State Record Marine Fish
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THEE AARTTHHUR WWW. RADDDFORD is a Spruance-class destroyer that 

measures 563 feet in length, 55-feet in beam and displaces more than 9,000 

tons. Sinking a vessel of this magnitude will provide immediate ecological, 

recreational and economic benefits and will last more than 100 years on 

the sea floor, providing essential marine habitat and recreational angling 

and diving opportunities for generations to come. 

The Radford Reefing Project is being accomplished through a collabora-

tive effort between the U.S. Navy and the states of New Jersey, Delaware 

and Maryland. Each participant contributes equally toward the cost of 

cleaning, towing and scuttling which is the deliberate sinking by allowing 

water into the hull. New Jersey’s entire share of the cost is being covered 

by a donation made to the Program by the Ann E. Clark Foundation. The 

Foundation has made significant contributions toward reef construction 

efforts over the past ten years accounting for hundreds of patch reefs 

throughout New Jersey’s reef network.

Once the Radford is sunk it will lie in approximately 135 feet of water. 

The distance from the surface to top of the vessel will be 60 feet so novice 

scuba divers as well as experienced technical divers will be able to explore, 

spear gun hunt and catch lobsters. It is anticipated that the massive reef 

will be the premier dive attraction in the northeast.

The Radford’s immense structure on the seafloor will provide unmatched 

habitat for pelagic and demersal fishes, meaning those that live in the open 

ocean not near the bottom and also fishes living on or near the sea floor, respec-

tively. This vessel will be a great location to troll for bluefin tuna, drift for 

mako sharks or catch reef-associated species such as tautog and black sea bass.

Longest Vessel to Become Reef 
By Hugh Carberry, Reef Coordinator

New Jersey’s anglers and scuba divers will soon have the opportunity to catch fish and explore 
on one of the largest artificial reefs in the world. The former U.S. Navy warship, the U.S.S. Arthur 
W. Radford is currently being cleaned and prepared to be sunk as a reef later this year at the 
Del-Jersey-Land Reef, which is located 30 miles south of Cape May.

Arthur W. Radford while in service off of Greece.
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U.SS.SS. ARRTTHURR W. RAAADFORDD FACTTSS
• Original Homeport: Norfolk, Virginia
• Keel: Laid in 1974
• Launched: March 1, 1975
• Commissioned: April 16, 1977
• Decommissioned: March 18, 2003
• Highlights: Deployed in Operation Enduring Freedom
• Visits to: Venezuela, Panama, Argentina, Brazil, Senegal, Oman, Bahrain, 

Nova Scotia, Italy, Turkey and Azores. 
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New Saltist™ Lever Drag 2-Speed Reels
MSRP $289.95 - $ 359.95
• Fast, One Touch gear shift
• Six CRBB corrosion resistant  
 ball bearings
• Precision stainless steel gears,   
 helical-cut for smooth, powerful   
 winding
• Precision ratchet Anti-Reverse

• Offset power handle with   
 round speed knob
• Ultimate Tournament carbon   
 drag (UTD)
• Aluminum frame and left
 sideplate are one solid piece   
 for unmatched strength

New Saltist® Spinning Reels 
MSRP $199.95 - $229.95
• Rugged, all-metal construction
• Fast 6.2 to 1 gear ratio retrieves   
 up to 53” of line with every crank
• Five CRBB corrosion resistant   
 ball bearings
• Digigear™ digitally designed
 and machined gearing, ultra-  
 strong and ultra smooth

• Tubular stainless Air Bail
• Sealed, waterproof drag
• Rotor brake keeps bail in  
 convenient position when open
• Dual, full-time anti-reverse
• Reliable manual bail trip 
• Machined aluminum handle
• Twist Buster®
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www.HoffmansMarina.com

602 Green Avenue 
Brielle, NJ ∙ 08730

732-528-6160
Open 5AM–8PM Daily, 24 Hours in Prime Season

 • Best Location on the Jersey Coast
 • Tournament-Certified
 • Call Us to Host Your Tournament
 • Full Bait & Tackle Center
 • High-Speed, High-Quality Gas & Diesel 
 • Wet & Dry Winter Storage
 • Transient Slips to 120 Feet

85th Year of 
Sportfishing History!

Interior Lots in a Beautiful  
Sportsman’s Paradise 
in the rolling hills of South Carolina

LOTS REDUCED TO $25,000 
Property owners of any lot enjoy these amenities and more: 

For more information, call (888) 758-5687. 

· 70,000 acre pristine, uncrowded lake 
 and 150-slip marina with terrific  
 fishing and 1,200 miles of shoreline. 
· Rod & gun club with access to nearby 
 pistol and archery range. 
· Nearby National Forest and Resort  
 State Park, hiking and biking trails.
·  Two private championship golf courses. 

· Two country clubs, two restaurants and 
 a 23,000 sq. ft. health & fitness center.
· Low property taxes, community water 
 and sewer, underground utilities in place. 
· No time limit to build, plans approved   
 by community review board.
· No joining fees, reasonable user fees,   
 P.O.A. dues $80/month.

2010 New Jersey Marine Digest

Now available online in a  
new Digital Edition!

• Fully searchable • Email pages 
• One-click printing • Live hyperlinks to expanded content

http://pub.jfgriffin.com/doc/jfgriffin/10NJMD

May 2010 For more information contact New Jersey  New Jersey Fish & Wildlife Digest | 27
 Division of Fish and Wildlife at (609)292-2965 2010 Marine Issue 
 


