
2012 Marine Fishing Season Dates and Limits  •  FREE

May 2012

New Jersey

A Summary of Recreational Regulations and  
Marine Fish and Shellfish Management Information

NJFishandWildlife.com

Trawling the 
Delaware Bay

page 6  

Explore the 
Radford Reef 

page 22

Size and  
Possession  

Limits
page 19

Feisty White Perch 
page 26





contents
10	 Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament

12	 Marine Fish Regulations — Finfish

16	 Marine Species Identification

18	 Marine Regulations — Mollusks and Crustaceans

19	 State Seasons, Minimum Size and Possession Limits Chart

20	 Federal Recreational Regulations

21	 Shellfish and Non-Commercial Crab Pot License Information

24	 Skillful Angler Awards Program

25	 New Jersey State Record Marine Sport Fish 

28	 Health Advisories

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded that the statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities.

New Jersey FISH AND WILDLIFE
Report Marine, Shellfish and  
Finfish Violations

24-hour DEP Hotline: 877-WARNDEP 
Violators of the fillet law are subject to a  
$30 per fish or $300 to $3,000 fine

hotlines

features
6	 Trawling the Delaware Bay 

By Jennifer Pyle, Assistant Fisheries Biologist

15	 New Jersey Saltwater  
Angler Registry

22	 Explore the Radford Reef 
By Hugh M. Carberry, Reef Coordinator

26	 Feisty White Perch 
By Maryellen Gordon, Assistant Fisheries Biologist

28	 Attention Boaters: 
Keep Our Waters Clean

NOAA Fisheries  
Enforcement Hotline

24-hour non-emergency tipline 
(800) 853-1964

NOAA Fisheries Office of Law 
Enforcement — Northeast 
Enforcement Division HQ

(978) 281-9213

Federal Fisheries Law 
Enforcement Field Offices 

Wall: (732) 280-6490 
Marmora: (609) 390-8303

FEDERAL MARINE FISHERIES CONTACTS

page 6 page 22 page 26

This DIGEST is available  
photocopied in  

enlarged format 
for the visually impaired.

Write to:   
�New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife  
���Large Format Marine Digest 
­MC501-03, P.O. Box 420 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0420
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Director’s Message
By Dave Chanda

New Jersey’s 210 miles of bayshore and beaches and seemingly endless inshore 
and offshore waters offer spectacular recreational fishing opportunities that 
annually attract a half million anglers. Those anglers spend more than 5.5 
million days pursuing marine fish and shellfish in our bountiful waters. Each 
year, marine angler expenditures contribute nearly 1.5 billion dollars to the 
state economy. Public access to our marine waters is critical both to meet the 
public demand for saltwater fishing and for sustaining its critical role in the 
health of New Jersey’s economy.

Marine anglers should be aware that this spring, the Department of Environmental Protection 
proposed rules that will provide enhanced public access for recreational fishermen by ensuring that 
municipal public access plans include defined and guaranteed points of access for day and night fishing. 
The rules also provide greater transparency and public involvement in the development of municipal 
public access plans by requiring municipalities to notify the DEP two weeks in advance of the dates 
and times of any scheduled public meetings on Department-approved Municipal Public Access Plans. 
The Department will post the meeting information on its website at nj.gov/dep/bulletin/ and will 
also send the information by email to individuals who have requested notice of Municipal Public 
Access Plan applications. Individuals can subscribe to the DEP’s Municipal Public Access Plan email 
list at nj.gov/dep/cmp/access/subscribe.htm. 

The DEP has also launched a fabulous website at nj.gov/dep/cmp/access/ that has a wealth of 
information about marine public access points, including public restroom and parking facilities, 
amenities such as restaurants, boat and kayak launches, marinas, water quality, handicapped facilities, 
and places to fish. The site features an interactive state map that anglers will find extremely useful for 
finding marine access points anywhere along the Atlantic and bayshore coasts. 

This year, marine anglers have added incentive to find their favorite access points due to an expansion 
of recreational fishing opportunities for two of New Jersey’s most sought after fish, summer 
flounder (fluke) and black sea bass. For the first time in over 10 years the minimum size limit for 
fluke was decreased and for 2012 the minimum size is 17 1⁄2 inches. The 2012 fluke season is also 
longer than it was in 2011 and runs from May 5 through September 28 this year. The black sea bass 
season will also be longer than it was in 2011 while maintaining the same 121⁄2 inch minimum size 
and 25 fish possession limits. Anglers should visit NJFishandWildlife.com for the most current black 
sea bass regulations.

The improved information resources for locating public access points for marine fishing and expanded 
fishing opportunities for fluke and sea bass make 2012 a great year to get on the water and enjoy the 
tremendous saltwater fishing New Jersey has to offer.

Dave Chanda is the Director of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.

Report Wildlife Violators 
Support the responsible 
use of New Jersey’s 
marine resources. 

To report violators to 
the NJ Division of Fish 
and Wildlife’s Marine 
Law Enforcement office
�at all times, contact 
DEP’s Trenton Dispatch  
at (877) WARNDEP.
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 n SALTWATER  
ANGLER REGISTRY

The Saltwater Angler Registry Program requires 
most New Jersey saltwater anglers to register 
prior to fishing in 2012. See page 15 for details.
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 Fully searchable 

 �Live hyperlinks to  
expanded content

 Email pages 

 One-click printing

eRegulations.com/NJ/fishing/saltwater

        available online  
in a new Digital Edition!

About this Guide

430 Main St. Suite 5 | Williamstown, MA 01267

J.F. Griffin Graphic Designers:
Jon Gulley, Evelyn Haddad, Erin Murphy

This high-quality regulation guide is offered 
to you by the New Jersey Division of Fish and 
Wildlife through its unique partnership with  
J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

J.F. Griffin is an award-winning publishing house
that specializes in producing state fish and 
wildlife regulation guides. J.F. Griffin supports the  
Fish and Wildlife staff in the design, layout 
and editing of the New Jersey Marine Digest.  
We also manage the marketing and sales of 
Digest advertising to appropriate businesses.

The revenue generated through ad sales 
significantly lowers production costs and 
generates savings. These savings translate 
into additional funds for other important 
fisheries-related programs.

To explore advertising opportunities, please 
contact us at 413.884.1001 or online at  
www.JFGriffin.com



that first 
cast is 
priceless *No cash value. No cash back. No rain checks. Coupon 

not valid on prior, online or S.A. Elite Sports Authority 
purchases, gift cards, licenses or event tickets. Offer good 
on in-stock merchandise only. Must present coupon at 
time of purchase to redeem. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer, Cash Card, coupon or Employee or Friends 
& Family discount. Coupon may not be reproduced. One 
coupon per customer, per purchase. Excludes clearance 
items marked with 7¢ price endings; UGG; Titleist; Penn 
Reels; firearms; and ammunition.

MORE EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY.  
VISIT SPORTSAUTHORITY.COM/EXCLUSIONS  

OR SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.
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Name:   NJ Saltwater Fish Reg Ad 10/$50 CPN
Offer: $10 OFF COUPON

Valid Dates: 4/26/2012 to 4/25/2013
Requestor: Kira White

Stores: ALL

Disclaimer: TBD by Copy

GSI Code:

Valid 4/26/12–4/25/13

your purchase  
of $50 or more*

off$10



Where to Write Us
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife 
MC 501-03 • P.O. Box 420 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 • NJFishandWildlife.com

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
Our Mission
To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term biological, 
recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.
Our Goals
•	� To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels 

and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.
•	� To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster a 

positive human/wildlife co-existence. 
•	� To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for 

both present and future generations.

Accessible Fishing Sites
For people with disabilities, visit:  
www.NJFishandWildlife.com/sites.htm
An Accessible Fishing Sites list is available to assist 
anglers whose mobility is impaired. 

All sites are wheelchair-accessible except for the Musconetcong River  
in Morris County, where vehicle access is to the shoreline.
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Expert Service & Friendly Advice  1325 West Avenue • Ocean City, NJ

FREE Sales Tax Enter the code NJDGST2012 
at checkout and receive 7% off any purchase 
from our online store (Discount does not apply to Hobie products) 

Shop Online:  www.fi n-atics.com 
Call Us: 609-398-BAIT (2248) 

Stop by  F I N - AT I C S . . . . We’ll Hook You Up! 

Authorized Hobie 
Kayak Dealer
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New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife is a professional, environmental organization 
dedicated to the protection, management and wise use of the state’s fish and wildlife resources.
The Digest is available at coastal license agents, bait and tackle shops and Fish and Wildlife 
offices. Information may be reprinted with permission. Subscriptions are not available.
This Digest is designed and produced by J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC; www.jfgriffin.com.
Partial funding for the Digest is provided by the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program.
Cover photo: Kevin Hoffman
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New Jersey Fish and Wildlife Councils

Take a  
friend fishing!
The memories will last a lifetime.

FREE Freshwater Fishing Days 
— June 16 and 17, 2012 —

On these two days, residents and non-residents may fish New Jersey’s 
public fresh waters without a license or trout stamp. All other  

regulations, including size and daily catch limits, remain in effect.

New Jersey
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Brick
Flagship

Visit our Brick
Flagship store!

12 locations in New Jersey to
serve your fishing and boating needs!

Scan the QR code with
your Smartphone to visit
westmarine.com and find
the store nearest you.
To scan a QR code,
first download a free
QR code reader app.

West Marine has what
New Jersey anglers need!
From the latest rods, reels and tackle,
to emergency gear and electronics,
youʼll find everything to serve your
boating and saltwater fishing needs at
a nearby West Marine store.
With over 310 locations nationwide,
including nine Flagships and a Boating
Superstore, thereʼs bound to be a West
Marine store wherever your passion for
fishing takes you.
Or for the best selection–period–go
online to westmarine.com. Shop 24/7,
and have what you need delivered
direct to your door.

Follow us on:

Visit our stores! For the location nearest you,
or to shop 24/7, go to westmarine.com


