New Jersey State Record
Freshwater Sport Fish

The New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Record Fish Program
honors anglers who catch the largest of select species of freshwater
and saltwater fish. Record size is based on weight alone; there are no
line classes. Currently there are 31 freshwater species eligible for entry
into the program.

Anglers are reminded that the objective of the Record Fish Program
is to increase the awareness of fishing opportunities for species that
are regularly sought and routinely found in the freshwaters or of f the
coast of New Jersey.

Anglersshould also be aware that several procedural changes are now in
effect for the Record Fish Program. First, there are different applications
for freshwater and saltwater species. Second, for freshwater species, it is
now mandatory that a freshwater biologist confirm the identification
and weight of any potential record fish within three days of it being
caught. Anglers must call Fish and Wildlife’s Lebanon Fisheries Office at
(908) 236-2118 (Hunterdon County), the Hackettstown Hatchery at
(908) 852-4950 (Warren County), or the Southern Region Office at
(856) 629-4950 (Camden County) to make arrangements. Hours are
Monday—Friday, 830 a.m.—4:30 p.m. These offices have a certified scale
on site, so an entry can be weighed and identified. Depending on the
time and location of your catch, you may elect to have the fish weighed
on a local certified scale, but you must still have a freshwater biologist
personally confirm the identification and weight at one of the above offices.

New Jersey State Freshwater Records

Delaware River near Stockton.

Please note that all scale certification requirements still apply, including
a valid Certificate of Inspection/Test Report and current Registration
Certificate issued by the county Office of Weightsand Measures. Entry
deadline: Applications must now be submitted no later than one month
after the date of catch. All other program rules still apply.

For a complete list of state record fish or to print an application with
complete program rules, visit the Division of Fish and Wildlife’s website
at NJFishandWildlife.com/recfish.htm. ==

Species Ibs. o0z. Year Angler Where Caught
) Menantico Sand
Bass, Largemouth 10 14 1980 Robert Eisele Wash Pond
Bass, Rock 1 5 1982 Eric Avogardo Saddle River
Bass, Smallmouth 7 2 1990 Carol Marciniak R%und Val!ey
eservoir
Bluegill 8 0 1990 Dom Santarelli Fgrm I_:’ond in
ennington
Bowfin 10 14 2011 Chris Hoffman  Delaware River
Bullhead, Brown 4 8 1997 Gary Schmidt LakeFof WOOdS’
t. Dix
. . South Branch of
Carp 47 0 1995 Billy Friedman Raritan River
Cap 43 14 2008 Mark Kronyak  Delaware River
(Archery)
Carp, Grass 55 8 2011 Jack Demsey, Jr. Curlis Lake
Cang Ciies 65 0 2008 MarkKronyak  Delaware River
(Archery)

Catfish, Channel 33 1978 Howard Hudson Lake Hopatcong
Catfish, White 14 2004 Timothy Jasko  Dallenbach Pond
Crappie, Black 4 1996 Andy Tintle Pompton Lake
Crappie, White 3 11 2009  William Lewis Mercer Lake
Eel, American 6 13 2005 DavidJ.Payne R%und Val! ey

eservoir
Muskelunge 42 13 1997  Bob Neals Vonksvile
eservoir
Muskie, Tiger 29 0 1990 Larry Migliarese Delaware River
Perch, White™* 8 1 1989 Edward Tango  Forest Hill Lake
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Species Ibs. oz. Year Angler Where Caught
Perch, Yellow 2 6 1989 Gene Engels Holiday Lake
Perch, Yellow®™ 4 4 1865 Charles Abbott Crosswicks Creek
Pickerel, Chain 9 3 1957 Frank McGovern Lower Aetna Lake
Pickerel, Redfin 1 13 1982 HGeraId Lake Assunpink
umphrey
Pike, Northem 30 8.5 2009 John Viglione Pompton Lake
Salmon Lake Aeroflex
8 0 1951  John Mount (formerly New
(Landlocked)
Wawayanda)
Shad, American 11 1 1984 Charles Mower Delaware River
Striped Bass 51 0 2002 John Christian Crest Egg
Harbor River
iinedEass ) BEN WV Boacl BEiIschrio i BReirersIire
Hybrid
Sunfish, Farm Pond in
Pumpkinseed ! g IS | Dl Pz Burlington County
Trout, Brook 7 3 1995 Andrew DuJack Rockaway River
Trout, Brown 21 6 1995 Lenny Saccente Rc;{und Val!ey
eservoir
Trout, Lake 32 8 2002 Greg Young R%und Val.ley
eservoir
Trout, Rainbow 13 0 1988 Gene Rutkoski  Lake Hopatcong
Trout, — Vacant —
Sea Run Brown (Minimum Weight 5 Ibs.)
Walleye 13 9 1993 George Fundell  Delaware River

* Denotes historical record

** Denotes fish has been certified by the IGFA as a world record

Buy your license or permit online at

NJFishandWildlife.com
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Skillful Angler Awards Program

The Skillful Angler Awards Program is designed both to supplement to the tip of the tail. For catch and release categories, the fish must be
the New Jersey Record Fish Program and to acknowledge that many measured alongside a ruler. For Adult/Junior categories, fish must be
anglers catch freshwater and marine fish that are not record size, but weighed and measured by fishing license agents, tackle shops or autho-
are still worthy of recognition because the size and weight of the fish rized Fish and Wildlife fisheries biologists. ===

sufficiently tested the angler’s skill. Open to resident and non-resident

anglers. All fish must be caught in New Jersey waters using a hook and Minimum Requirements for Each Freshwater Species:

line during legally open seasons. I‘t is comprised of three categories: Adult ) Adult Weight Junior Weight ~ C2tch &
(for anglersage 16 and older), Junior (under age 16) and Catch and Release Species (bs.. 0z) (bs.. 0z) e
(based on length). A clear, side-view photo that allows accurate species (nches)
identification must be included with each application. Bl s ° = 2
. ) . . . Smallmouth Bass 4 3 19
Take time to compose a good quality (and high resolution) photo to , i
. S Striped Bass Hybrid 8 6 24
submit with your application. The best photo may be selected for pub- i
. . . Striped Bass 30 25 40
lication in this Digest next year! Include your e-mail address on back of Bulhead 5 1. 8oz 14
the photo so we may contact you for a digital copy of your print. T 05 20 35
Anglers qualifying for a Skillful Angler award receive a certificate as Channel Catfish 10 8 29
atestament to their achievement. Anglers may submit applications for Crappie 2 11b.. 8 oz. 14
larger fish caught even after receiving a certificate. Muskellunge 20 15 40
Atthe end of the year, special recognition is given to anglers who catch VYellow Perch 11b., 8 oz. 1 13
the largest fish in each species category. The winner of each category Chain Pickerel 4 3 24
is sent a special certificate recognizing his/her accomplishment as the Northern Pike 10 8 34
best of New Jersey’s Skillful Anglers. American Shad 7 5 24
Fish must be measured from the tip of the nose (with mouth closed) Brook Trout 3 2 19
Brown Trout 8 5 25
Lake Trout 12 8 31
Rainbow Trout 5 3lbs., 8 oz. 23
Salmon, Atlantic
Landlocked 4 3 20
Sunfish 1 12 oz. 9
Five year old Austin Walleye 6 4 Ibs., 8 oz. 24

Hudak landed this

9 ie-inch bluegill at
Muriel Hepner Nature
Park in Denville using
a live worm on his
favorite spincaster.

The New Jersey State Record Fish Program requires a separate applica-
tion and is based on weight alone. Scale certification documentation and
a weighmaster's signature are necessary. Other rules apply. Visit Fish and
Wildlife's website at NJFishandWildlife.com for a complete list of current
state records.

New Jersey Skillful Angler Application (e Test used Reel Type
Name Age Rod Type Lure/Bait
Address Certification for Adult and Junior Categories

Name of Establishment

(where fish was measured and weighed)

Cit State Zi
y P Telephone Number
Daytime Telephone Number ( ) Weighmaster’s Name
Entry category (Check Only One): Weighmaster’s Signature
[ Adult [ Junior (16 years and under) I certify: 1) this fish was caught in New Jersey waters in accordance with

state laws and regulations; 2) the entry was weighed on a certified scale
(for Adult and Junior categories only).

Fish Species (Angler must complete. Subject to verification by a state biologist.) O I have enclosed a clear, side-view photo
, .

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
' [ Catch and Release (Qualification based on length)
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Applicant’s
Weight Ib(s)., oz. Length in. Girth in.  Signature Date
* ) *Applications and photo must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish.
Date Caught / / Time Applications for fish caught in December will be accepted only until January 31.
Location Mail to:
Caught f heck onl ) NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
aught from (check only one): Skillful Angler Awards Program
Pequest Natural Resource Education Center
[J Boat [ Shore [ Surf [ Jetty 605 Pequest Rd.
[ Other (specify) Oxford, NJ 07863
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Students Invited To Celebrate The 30th Anniversary Of The

Pequest State Trout Hatchery By Entering The New Jersey Trout Art Contest!

Students in grades K-12 are invited to celebrate the 30th Anniversary
of the Pequest State Trout Hatchery by participating in the NJDEP
Division of Fish and Wildlife’s 2013 New Jersey Trout Art Contest!

This year’s contest is for fish art only (no writing component) and focuses
on the three fish species raised at Pequest—brook, brown and rainbow
trout. Students should choose one of these trout then, using their artistic
skills, draw a scene with the trout selected in a natural habitat where this
fish would be found in New Jersey. Artwork should be creative, original
and incorporate accurate biological and ecological information regarding
the fish's appearance, habits and habitat.

Students can use the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
website as a resource to learn about New Jersey’s trout, the First place winner Owen Korth is a fourth grader from Bordentown.
Pequest Trout Hatchery and the trout stocking program. Artwork

must have a finished size of 8.5 x 11 inches and may be created in acrylic, pencil, watercolor, oil, oil pastel, crayon or ink.

First place winners will be awarded for each grade level. Winners receive a rod and reel plusa certificate, as well as a
youth membership to Trout Unlimited. All winners are invited to attend a special luncheon and awards ceremony at
the Pequest Trout Hatchery on Opening Day of Trout Season, April 6, 2013. Prior to the luncheon, students will have
the opportunity to fish in the Pequest Fishing Education Pond which is stocked with trout from the hatchery.

Artwork will remain on display at the Pequest Natural Resource Education Center for the year following the contest. All
entries become the property of the Division of Fish and Wildlife and will not be returned.

Entries must be received by Friday, March 1, 2013. For more information, see NJFishandWildlife.com/fishart.htm.

The Fish Art contest is sponsored by the New Jersey chapters of Trout Unlimited.
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NEW JERSEY’S COLDWATER “HOOK A WINNER” PROGRAM

CONSERVATION SCHOOL
\ Once again, the Division of Fish and Wildlife will be

"'i .ﬁ. 'I“-L - = jaw-tagging more than 1,000 brook trout for release
b in New Jersey waters.

If you are a lucky angler who lands one of these
fish, send your name, address, fish tag number and
location of catch to:

Pequest Trout Hatchery

605 Pequest Road

Oxford, NJ 07863

Attn: Hook a Winner Program

In recognition of your catch, a certificate and award
patch will be mailed.

June 27-30, 2013

Kids between the ages of 11-14 years can participate
in this fun, hands-on program. The program is four
days and three nights in the heart of trout country.
Activities for participants include fly tying, fly casting,
pond seining, river studies and more.

For more information and applications
(available in January) visit NJFishandWildlife.com.

Beat The Fall Rush!

Take Your Hunter Education Class This Spring!

»» The best time to take your Hunter Education class is spring| i
Last year over 6,000 students cmpleted the course but
more than 4,000 walted unﬁt : :

Register for a class thls Ap
and enjoy the following:

e Smaller class size
® Greater student to teacher ratio : a— it 3
e Shorter lines ' e
e Greater selection of classes -l - : *_.§0 Beat The Fall RUSh
* Good weather _ 4 17/ X : Reglster Now!
7, - Y - J;u;z-

With classes in the fall averag : el N
: : : E‘Ebrl information and t
over 100 students, you may not : _ .CaSS LS ck 1O

a class if you wait. Classes in April
and May seldom exceed 50 stu )
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DEP PUBLICATIONS OF

SPECIAL INTEREST TO ANGLERS
NJFishandWildlife.com

Item Cost | Website | Source - . R

Accessible Fishing Sites For People With Disabilities Free Yes 1 » State Police Marine )
Commercial (fee-based) Fishing Preserves in NJ Free Yes 1 (z) Law Enforcement Stations
Delaware River Boat Access Free Yes 1 E BIVAIVE ....ooovrveeeeeeeeeeeeee (856) 785-1330
Disabled Veterans—Free Fishing License application Free Yes 1 7 North Wildwood ........cccc.co. (609) 522-0393
Field Guide to Dragonflies and Damselflies of NJ—Book $39 No 4 T Atlantic Gity oo (609) 441-3586
Field Guide to Reptiles & Amphibians of NJ—Book $18 No 4 g Burlington .......oevvvveerreeeeenn. (609) 387-1221
Field Guide to Reptiles & Amphibians of NJ—CD $12 No 4 S L (609) 296-5807
Field Guide to Reptiles & Amphibians of NJ—Book/CD Set | $25 No 4 Point Pleasant..............c...... (732) 899-5050
Great Fishing Close to Home—New! (north, central, south) F N Monmouth Station................. (732) 842-5171

: . . . ree o} 1
(specify which region when requesting) Lake Hopatcong............c..... (973) 663-3400
Lake Survey Maps (specify waterbody) Free | Yes ! Newark Bay ..............oo.e (973) 578-8173
List of Fishing Guides Free Yes 1
Manasquan River Fishing Access Areas Free Yes 1
State Parks & Forests Maps Free No 3
USGS Topographic Maps $10 No 2
Visually Impaired—Free Fishing License application Free No 1
Visually Impaired—Large Format Freshwater Fishing Digest Free No 1
(Enlarged photocopy of this Digest
Wildlife Management Area Maps (specify name of WMA) Free Yes 1

Sources:
Be sure to write item requested on the outside of the envelope.
1. NJ Div. of Fish and Wildlife, 605 Pequest Road, Oxford, NJ 07863, (908) 637-4125
2. NJ Geological Survey, Maps & Publications, Sales Office, MC401-07A,
P.O. Box 402, Trenton, NJ 08625-0402, (609) 777-1038
3. DEP, Div. Parks & Forestry, MC501-03, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420,
(800) 843-6420 (Specify name of park.)

4. NJ Div. Fish and Wildlife, MC501-03, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420
Make check payable to Conserve Wildlife Foundation for items with a fee.

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife needs volunteers at the
Pequest Trout Hatchery and Natural Resource Education Center
to teach youths about fishing.

Teaching experience is helpful—but not required—to become a
fishing education instructor. However, enthusiasm, energy and the
desire to teach children proper fishing techniques and ethics is a
must!

Classes run Monday through Friday from April through October.
Interested applicants must become a Wildlife Conservation Corps
(WCC) volunteer. Download a WCC application from our website at:
NJFishandWildlife.com/wcchome.htm.

Share the pleasures of fishing and pass on a conservation ethic to
the next generation. Become a fishing education instructor today!

For more information on Fish and Wildlife's fishing education
programs, call Jessica Griglak at (908) 637-4125, or e-mail
Jessica.Griglak@dep.state.nj.us.

Jamie Darrow/NJ Div. Fish and Wildlife
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