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ON THE WATER
Take us with you

Unlimited towing details and exclusions can be found online at BoatUS.com/towing or by calling.

THOUSANDS OF TOWS AND YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
work in your favor—we’ve been there, done that, and seen it all! Our 
captains are licensed and trustworthy. With over 600 boats in 300 
ports nationwide, we’re only a quick call away to assist you on the 
water when you need it most. Get Unlimited Towing for $149 and just 
show your BoatU.S. Membership card for payment on the water.

Call or go online now to join!
Download
the FREE
BoatU.S. 
Towing App!

1-800-888-4869    BoatUS.com/towing
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hotlines
New Jersey Fish and Wildlife

Report Marine, Shellfish and Finfish Violations
(609) 748-2050 or call the 24-hour DEP Hotline: 877-WARNDEP 
Violators of the Marine Fisheries laws are subject to a $30 per fish or $300 to $3,000 fine.

Federal Marine Fisheries Contacts

Fisheries Surveys:  
Signals from our Research

New Jersey 
Saltwater 
Registry 
Program15
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Surf Fishing Basics: 
Plugging for Stripers

This DIGEST is available photocopied in an  
enlarged format for the visually impaired.

Write to: New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, Large Format Marine Digest,  
MC501-03, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420

This is not the full law. Consult the Division of Fish and Wildlife for further details. All persons are reminded 
that the statutes, code and regulations are the legal authorities. New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife 
receives federal assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and thus prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age and sex pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975 and Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972. If you believe that you have 
been discriminated against in any program, activity or service, contact New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, 
MC501-03, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08626-0420. The telephone number is (609) 292-9410. You may also 
write to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Civil Rights Coordinator for Public Access, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, 
Mail Stop: WSFR-4020, Arlington, VA, 22203.

The Marine Fisheries and Shellfish e-mail list, that is.  
This free service provides the latest information about  
Fish and Wildlife events, public hearings and other matters related to marine 
resources. And there are six other lists to help you get the most out of New 
Jersey’s fish and wildlife resources. Sign up today.

Visit Fish and Wildlife’s Web site: NJFishandWildlife.com/lstsub.htm 

Be the First to Know! 
Get on the List

Effective 
Deepwater 
Catch and 
Release22

NOAA Fisheries  
Enforcement Hotline
24-hour non-emergency tipline 
(800) 853-1964

NOAA Fisheries Office of Law 
Enforcement — Northeast 
Enforcement Division HQ 
(978) 281-9213

Federal Fisheries Law 
Enforcement Field Offices 
Wall: (732) 280-6490 
Marmora: (609) 390-8303
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Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament Moved to Springtime

This year New Jersey’s Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament will receive a 
date change, with the 2014 tournament now scheduled for Sunday, May 18. 
For more than two decades, thousands of anglers have participated in the 
Governor's Surf Fishing Tournament held annually at Island Beach State 
Park. This popular family event routinely draws anglers from throughout New 
Jersey and surrounding states and, since its inception, has raised more than 
$130,000 for marine conservation efforts and fishing education programs. 

The fall format of this family event conflicted with a host of autumn outdoor 
festivals and weekend school sporting events. As a result, all of the tourna-

ment sponsors, which include the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, the Division of Parks 
and Forestry, the New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, the Jersey Coast Anglers 
Association, and the New Jersey Beach Buggy Association, proposed a change to the springtime. 
The proposal was supported by the Governor’s Office as they felt it would be a perfect jumpstart 
for the summer tourism season.

Increased surf fishing opportunities—a generous variety of eligible fish species, larger fish, and 
greater abundance—should make this event even more successful. We are confident that this new 
spring tournament will lure in even more enthusiastic anglers, including many families and youths 
who will now be able to participate in this exciting event. 

The individual who catches the overall largest fish wins the Governor's Award and will have his/
her name engraved on the Governor's Cup, which is permanently displayed at Island Beach State 
Park. Prizes of fishing equipment are awarded to winners who catch the largest fish in a variety of 
species and age group categories. 

As a reminder, all funds raised by the tournament have gone towards a variety of good causes, 
including the purchase of specialized wheelchairs that provide the disabled and elderly with beach 
access, construction of access ramps for disabled saltwater anglers, surf fishing instruction programs 
and equipment plus marine education and restoration projects. (See page 10 for more details).

Information about the Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament, including registration forms, are 
available on New Jersey Fish and Wildlife’s website (www.NJFishandWildlife.com). I would like 
to remind everyone interested in participating that they may be asked to verify compliance with 
the free New Jersey Saltwater Recreational Registry Program (see page 15). If you’re not already 
registered for 2014, please do so before hitting the beach the day of the tournament. 

Whether you casually cast your line in the ocean, battle it out for the biggest fish seeking to win 
the Governor’s Cup, or come to the Park supporting family members or friends competing in the 
tournament, there’s really no better way to kick off the summer season at the Jersey shore. 

We look forward to seeing you on May 18! 

Dave Chanda is the Director of the Division of Fish & Wildlife.
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 Fully searchable 
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        available online  
in a new Digital Edition!

About this Guide

430 Main St. Suite 5 | Williamstown, MA 01267

This high-quality regulation guide is offered 
to you by the New Jersey Division of Fish and 
Wildlife through its unique partnership with  
J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC.

J.F. Griffin is an award-winning publishing house
that specializes in producing state fish and 
wildlife regulation guides. J.F. Griffin supports the  
Fish and Wildlife staff in the design, layout 
and editing of the New Jersey Marine Digest.  
We also manage the marketing and sales of 
Digest advertising to appropriate businesses.

The revenue generated through ad sales 
significantly lowers production costs and 
generates savings. These savings translate 
into additional funds for other important 
fisheries-related programs.

To explore advertising opportunities, please 
contact us at 413.884.1001 or online at  
www.JFGriffin.com

Graphic Design:
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, Evelyn Haddad,  
Erin Murphy, Chris Sobolowski
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New Jersey

FREE Freshwater Fishing Days 
— June 14 and 15, 2014 —

On these two days, residents and non-residents may fish New Jersey’s 
public fresh waters without a license or trout stamp. All other  

regulations, including size and daily catch limits, remain in effect.

Take a  
friend fishing!
The memories will last a lifetime.

State of New Jersey
Chris Christie, Governor
Kim Guadagno, Lieutenant Governor

Department of Environmental Protection
Bob Martin, Commissioner

Office of Natural and Historic Resources
Rich Boornazian, Assistant Commissioner

Division of Fish and Wildlife
David Chanda, Director 
Larry Herrighty, Assistant Director
Paulette Nelson, Assistant Director 
Brandon Muffley, Administrator, Marine Fisheries 
Russell Babb, Acting Chief, Shellfisheries 
Mark Chicketano, Chief, Law Enforcement 
Lisa Barno, Chief, Freshwater Fisheries 
Dave Golden, Chief, Wildlife Management 
Tony Petrongolo, Chief, Land Management 
David Jenkins, Chief, Endangered and Nongame Species 
Cindy Kuenstner, Editor

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife is a professional, environmental organization dedicated 
to the protection, management and wise use of the state’s fish and wildlife resources.
The Digest is available at coastal license agents, bait and tackle shops and Fish and Wildlife 
offices. Information may be reprinted with permission. Subscriptions are not available.
This Digest is designed and produced by J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC; www.jfgriffin.com.
Partial funding for the Digest is provided by the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program.
Cover photo courtesy of Tom Lynch (angryfish.zenfolio.com)

New Jersey Fish and Wildlife Councils

Where to Write Us
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife 
MC 501-03 • P.O. Box 420 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 • NJFishandWildlife.com

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
Our Mission
To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term biological, 
recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.
Our Goals
•	� To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels 

and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.
•	� To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster a 

positive human/wildlife co-existence. 
•	� To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for both 

present and future generations.

Marine Fisheries Council
Richard N. Herb, Acting Chair
Warren Hollinger
Erling Berg
Dr. Eleanor Ann Bochenek
Walter L. Johnson, III
Frances Puskas
Sergio Radossi
Joe Rizzo
Robert R. Rush, Jr.
Joseph A. Zaborowski

Fish and Game Council
Dave Burke, Acting Chair
Cathy Blumig
Phillip Brodhecker
Dr. Barbara Brummer
Agust Gudmundsson
Joe DeMartino
Jeffrey A. Link
Robert Puskas
Dan VanMater 

Atlantic Coast  
Shellfish Council
Walter L. Johnson, III, Chair
John J. Maxwell, Vice Chair 
Walter Hughes

Delaware Bay  
Shellfish Council
Warren Hollinger, Chair 
Richard Malinowski, Vice Chair
Scott Bailey
Stephen J. Fleetwood 

Endangered and Nongame  
Species Advisory Committee
Dr. Barbara Brummer, Chair
Dr. James Applegate
Dr. Joanna Burger
Dr. Emile DeVito
Howard Geduldig
Dr. Rick Lathrop
Dr. Erica Miller
Dr. David Mizrahi
Jane Morton-Galetto
James Shissias

Waterfowl Stamp  
Advisory Committee
Robert VonSuskil, Chair
Robert Allen
Peter Bacinski 
Carl W. Blank
Dave Burke
Joseph DeMartino
George Howard
Mike Kantor
Scott Paterson
Jim A. Shissias
Dr. Lenore Tedesco

Wildlife Rehabilitators 
Advisory Committee
Kelly Simonetti, Chair
Donald Bonica
Phillip Brodhecker
Giselle Chazotte-Smisko
Lisa DeLambert
Tracy Leaver
Dr. Erica Miller
Diane Nickerson
Dr. Jennifer Norton

Expert Service & Friendly Advice

Authorized Hobie 
Kayak Dealer

1325 West Avenue 
Ocean City, NJ

FREE Sales Tax! 
Enter the code NJDGST2014 at checkout and receive 

7% off any purchase from our online store!
(Discount does not apply to Hobie products)

Shop Online: www.fi n-atics.com 
Call Us: 609-398-BAIT (2248) 

Stop by FIN-ATICS... .We’ll Hook You Up! 
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$10 OFF
YOUR NEXT HUNTING, FISHING AND 
CAMPING PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE

TAKE

Limit one coupon per customer. Minimum purchase of 
$50 before sales tax. Total amount of coupon must be 
redeemed at one time. Cannot be combined with any other 
offers, coupons, team discounts or Guaranteed In-Stock 
markdown, or used for licenses or previously purchased 
merchandise. Coupon valid on in-store purchases only. 
Not redeemable for cash, gift cards or store credit. 
No reproductions or rain checks accepted. Returns or 
exchanges where a ScoreCard Reward or other discount 
was applied may result in an adjusted refund amount. 
Excludes firearms, ammunition, Shimano, St. Croix, 
G. Loomis, Garmin, Babolat, Under 
Armour, Marmot, Eureka!, Gregory, 
Patagonia, The North Face and Burton. 

Valid 4/25/14 through 1/31/15

WE’VE GOT THE BRANDS 
YOU TRUST FOR THE 

SPORT YOU LOVE

TO FIND A STORE NEAR YOU:  1.866.819.0038 | DICKSSPORTINGGOODS.COM

®

®

®

®
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