MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF THE
ATLANTIC COAST SECTION OF THE NJ SHELLFISHERIES COUNCIL
Nacote Creek Law Enforcement
Port Republic, NJ
October 19, 2015
Present were:

Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Councilman:
Councilman:
Councilman:

DEP Representative:

Walter L. Johnson III
John Maxwell
Walter Hughes
Vacant
Vacant

(Ocean County)
(Atlantic County)
(Monmouth County)
(Burlington County)
(Cape May County)

Jeffrey C. Normant, Bureau of Shellfisheries

Mr. Normant read the State’s compliance with the Sunshine Law and announced that the meeting would be
recorded. Notice was filed with the Secretary of State Office and newspapers designated by the
Department.
1.

2.

Total Revenue for August 2015
Shellfisheries Law Enforcement Fund

$ 1,399.22
$ 592.00

Total Revenue for September 2015
Shellfisheries Law Enforcement Fund

$1,359.87
$ 14.00

Presentation of August 17, 2015 minutes for approval.

The Minutes of August 17, 2015 meeting were presented for consideration and approved on a motion by
Mr. Maxwell and seconded by Mr. Hughes.
3.

Applications for Transfer

LESSEE
Gary Williams

APPLICANT
Luke Williams

LOT #
1026

SECTION
A

ACRES
2.08

LOCATION
Great Bay Sound

Map #
5

Without discussion, the lease transfer was approved on a motion by Mr. Hughes, which was seconded by
Mr. Maxwell.
4.

Applications for Consideration

LESSEE
David Kohler
Jordan LoPinto

LOT #
630
654

SECTION
B
B

ACRES
2.00
2.00

LOCATION
LEHB- Gaunt Point
LEHB- Jeremy Point

MAP #
6
6

Mr. Normant provided Council with copies of the above lease applications. Messrs. Kohler and LoPinto
were present at this meeting. Pursuant to leasing regulations, N.J.A.C.7:25-24.6, the applicants must attend
one of two meetings at which the Council reviews their applications. A decision on the above applications
would be rendered at the next meeting.
5.

Old Business:
Barnegat Bay - Barnegat Light Proposed Lease Area

Mr. Normant stated that Bureau, with the consent of the Council in 2014, investigated a new area in the
Barnegat Light area of Barnegat Bay for the establishment of shellfish leases. This proposal had been
discussed and vetted at prior meetings. The Bureau had conducted a biological survey for the presence of
submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) and used shellfish data collected from 2012 NJ estuarine Shellfish

Inventory to determine shellfish habitat value. To ensure that user group conflicts be minimized, the Bureau
also discussed the use of the area with the Mayor of Barnegat Light and the Administrator of Long Beach
Township. In addition, the Bureau investigated existing riparian instruments that could be an issue with
establishing a new block of shellfish leases. The block of one acre shellfish lease parcels was modified to
thirteen (10 one acre parcels and 3 less that one acre parcels) in order to address some SAV and tidelands
issues. Mr. Maxwell made a motion to approve the Barnegat Light lease proposal and allow lease
applications for these parcels to be accepted and processed. Mr. Hughes seconded the motion. Applications
for these parcels would be allocated on a first come, first serve basis starting on October 20th.
Council Letter to Commissioner Martin
Mr. Normant read into the minutes the letter the Council sent to NJDEP Commissioner Bob Martin
concerning deficiencies in staff and the response from State Senator Conner’s of the 9th Legislative District
in support to address the staffing issues. Both letters were attached to the minutes.
Atlantic Coast Leasing Policy
Mr. Maxwell inquired about the status of the development of the Atlantic Coast Leasing Policy. Mr.
Normant stated that development of the leasing policy became delayed when the “Red Knot” became
federally listed as an endangered species. Bureau staff have been immersed with the ongoing Formal
Programmatic Consultation with USFW Service regarding shellfish aquaculture in the Delaware Bay. The
Biological Assessment should be submitted by the end of November. Mr. Normant stated that he and Mr.
Babb would be working on the Leasing Regulations and Leasing Policy for the Atlantic Coast as soon as
the programmatic consultation is completed and when the final surf clam assessment report was completed.
Mr. Maxwell was concerned that new leasing could be impacted in 2016. Mr. Normant stated that he hopes
to start working on the policy sometime after November.
Mr. Parson inquired on how the policy would address growing oysters in a predominately hard clam
growing lease area. Mr. Maxwell stated that it would be a concern due to Vibrio issues. The Council had
made a policy a while ago to address growing oysters in Dry Bay. Mr. Johnson stated that the Vibrio plan
actually does not involve just oysters, but oysters/clams.
Shellfish Harvester’s License Education Requirement
Mr. Maxwell inquired on the Shellfish harvester’s license education requirement. The education
requirement was mandated by the USFDA through the ISSC and would address vibrio and the safe
handling of shellfish. Dealer education had already been completed. Mr. Normant was not exactly sure of
how it would be implemented, but would find out.
6.

New Business:
Council Letter to Governor’s Appointment Office

Mr. Johnson suggested that the Council send a letter to the Governor’s Appointment office regarding the
filling of two Council positions from Burlington and Cape May counties.
BOEM Wind Energy Leases
Mr. Normant informed the Council that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management proposed to lease
344,000 acres for wind energy projects in the federal waters off of southern New Jersey. Mr. Normant
suggested the public attend the meeting in Point Pleasant on November 4th, between 6 and 8 pm to learn
more about this proposal. Mr. Normant stated that he and Mr. Peter Clark of Bureau of Marine Fisheries,
would be of attending.
http://www.boem.gov/Renewable-Energy-Program/Renewable-Energy-Guide/Offshore-Wind-Energy.aspx
Telecommunication Cable
Mr. Johnson inquired on a new telecommunication Cable being proposed out of Ocean Grove, NJ to Brazil
(SEABRAS_1). Mr. Normant stated that he was aware of the project and that the Bureau provided
2

comments to require the new cable to run within the same corridor as existing cables in the area to reduce
the amount of waters that could be off limits for commercial fishing use.
New Jersey Shellfisheries Association Letter
At the request of the New Jersey Shellfisheries Association, Mr. Normant read into the minutes a letter and
petition in support to cap the number of shellfish leases in Great Sound, located in Cape May County. See
attached letter and petition. Mr. Normant stated that these decisions would be addressed through the
Council’s Leasing Committee.
Lease Inquiry - Great Egg Harbor Bay
Mr. Clarence Devaul inquired on obtaining a lease in Great Egg Harbor Bay. Mr. Normant stated that there
was a leasing moratorium until a leasing policy was completed and approved by the Council. The policy
would address Great Egg Harbor Bay and the identification and establishment of new lease areas. Mr.
Duvall was concerned as he needed a lease to start to grow oysters. Mr. Devaul was currently using an
existing lease held by another individual for his operation. Mr. Normant stated that new areas would be
discussed through the policy committee and investigated to address biological and user group conflicts,
such as was done with the Barnegat Light shellfish lease area. Once a new lease area was incorporated into
the policy, it would streamline the leasing process.
Atlantic Coast Shellfish Lease Renewals
Mr. Normant reminded the Council that Atlantic Coast shellfish leases must be renewed by December 31st
of each year beginning on October 15th.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Maxwell and seconded by
Mr. Hughes.
7.

Date, time and place of next meeting:
DATE:
November 16, 2015
TIME:
7 PM
LOCATION:
Law Enforcement Office
360 New York Rd. Rte. 9
Port Republic, NJ 08241
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