
Black Bear Education Program 
Recommendations

• Website and Social Media Content

• Bear Safety YouTube Video

• Publications

• News Releases

• Municipal Outreach

DFW will expand use of
web-based and social media 

platforms to educate the 
maximum number 

of residents with bear safety 
information, including those 

in urban areas and southern counties.



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Website and Social Media Content

• Expand content on DFW website and increase social media posts (Facebook & Instagram) 

to educate the public about coexisting with black bears, including visitors and younger 

residents, since this demographic will use bear inhabited areas most frequently in the future.

• Update content on webpages and in social media posts to contain the latest information 

on coexisting with black bears. (e.g. current research on non-lethal methods of management)

• The public can view, download and print online items as needed.

• With available funding, bear educational curriculum content may be made available for 

educators online, including lesson plans and activities from the Understanding Black Bears K-8 

Educational Curriculum.

• Multilingual website/social media content is available to remove language barriers, educate 

and better serve the maximum number of residents statewide, including in urban areas and 

southern counties.  



Remove language barriers 
with bear education 
content available in 
multiple languages.

Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Website and Social Media Content

Expand web-based and social media platforms to educate the maximum number of residents, 

including those in urban areas and southern counties.  

NJ has a growing diverse, urban, educated and technology-dependent population. 



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Website and Social Media Content

Expand web-based and social media platforms to educate the maximum number of residents, 

including those in urban areas and southern counties.  

Description Distribution 2015-2020

Division’s Black Bear Website 257,130 Hits

Division’s Instagram Account 7 Posts with 26,418 People Reached

Division’s Facebook Account 23 Posts with 960,747 People Reached

Presentations and Exhibits 209 programs/exhibits for 21,565 People

A YouTube bear education and public safety video will be placed on the website to increase 

public awareness about bear safety and maximize DFW’s reach to residents of all ages. 

Reach is the 
number of unique 
people who have 
seen the content.



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Bear Safety YouTube Video

The YouTube bear education video will increase public awareness, be easily accessible and 
maximize outreach efforts to residents of all ages, including those in urban areas and southern counties, while 

building on the increasing need for virtual platforms rather than in-person seminars to a limited audience.  

YouTube 
Closed Captions 

subtitles available 
in different languages 

removes barriers.



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Bear Safety YouTube Video

Why a Video? 

• Video is a highly engaging medium

• It has great traffic potential.

• Both long- and short-form content
Biology, Research & Management, Safety Tips

• Snippets used on social media posts

• Using “video” in an email subject line 

can increase open rates by 19% and 

click-through rates by 65%

55% of the population 
watches videos 

online daily. 

Video will 
potentially account for 
74% of all web traffic.

Source: Dana Communications Marketing Firm



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Bear Safety YouTube Video

• It can be tailored to all ages and a 

wide range of audiences. 

• It will be actively promoted by way of: 

Website, social posts, DFW e-mails, news releases,   

SPS camper registration, messages to counties 

and municipalities, schools, private campgrounds, 

nature centers, etc.

• It may be available for viewing at: 

DEP facilities with lobby monitors, State Parks’       

visitor centers, SPS website, MET trailer, in 

municipal buildings, libraries, schools, campgrounds,   

nature centers, etc.

• DFW will track views and website hits.  

Description Distribution 2015-2020

Black Bear Website 257,130 Hits

Instagram Account 7 Posts with 26,418 

People Reached

Facebook Account 23 Posts with 960,747 

People Reached

Presentations and Exhibits 209 programs/exhibits 

for 21,565 People

Bear Safety YouTube video 
has the potential to reach 

hundreds of thousands 
of people annually



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Bear Safety Publications

• Actively publicize the availability of publications statewide:

Website, social posts, news releases, municipalities, 

private campgrounds, etc.

• Continue to distribute statewide upon request:

All State Parks, private/county campgrounds, schools,         

libraries, municipal buildings, nature centers, etc. 

• Mobile Education Trailer at events.

• Distribute bear safety signs to managers of State, federal, 

county, municipal and private properties. 

• Publications will be updated and reprinted as needed, 

including the Spanish version of the flyer.



Description Distribution 2015-2020

Know The Bear Facts Brochure (English) 89,660

Know The Bear Facts Camper Cards 54,150

Know The Bear Facts Brochure (Spanish) 39,750

Know The Bear Facts Kids Activity Guide 31,822

Tyvek Bear Safety Sign for Parks 3,650

Living With NJ Black Bears Documentary 557 Copies

Understanding Black Bears Curriculum On Website until 2020

Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Bear Safety Publications

• Proactive and expanded distribution will continue 
(municipal outreach, campgrounds, social posts, etc.)



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

News Releases

News releases with bear incident prevention information will be distributed 

statewide through various avenues.

• Social Media Posts (Facebook/Instagram)

• DFW E-mail Lists (Listserve/GovDelivery messages)

• DEP Press Office

• DEP Office of Local Government Assistance



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Municipal Outreach

DEP’s Office of Local Government Assistance will expand 

outreach efforts by contacting County and Municipal 

leaders statewide about safety steps residents can take to 

foster coexistence with black bears.

• Link to DFW bear webpages and YouTube video

• Promote garbage management ordinances 

and use of certified bear-resistant containers

• Promote bear safety publications



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Municipal Outreach

DEP’s Office of Local Government Assistance will contact Municipal & County leaders 

statewide about steps they can take to promote coexistence with black bears.

• Direct contact with Mayors, Clerks, County Commissioners

• Weekly E-mail updates (Spring/Fall activity periods)

• Press Releases

• Specialized Webinars and Meetings

• Annual Mayor Meet-and-Greet to relay program messages

• Articles for League of Municipalities’ magazine



Black Bear Education Program Recommendations

Municipal Outreach

Municipal Outreach Potential

Municipal Outreach Potential Reach to 

565 municipalities

565 municipalities contacted biannually

will potentially reach 

hundreds of thousands of people

Compare with Bear Seminars over Five Years

Presentations and Exhibits 2015-2020 209 programs/exhibits for 21,565 People

• Municipal Messages

• Website Hits

• YouTube Views

• Publication Requests

DFW will annually track:



Black Bear Education Program 
Recommendations

THANK YOU

DFW’s Bureau of Information and Education will expand the 

black bear education program’s outreach efforts and 

remove language barriers in order to reach more residents statewide, 

including those in urban and southern counties, with bear safety 

information in order to benefit public health and safety and 

foster coexistence with black bears.


