
                                                                                                                                                      
NJ Fish and Wildlife 
Monthly Highlights 

Bureau of Law Enforcement 
March 21, 2022- April 20, 2022 

 
Frank Panico, Chief 

Jason Snellbaker, Deputy Chief 
Douglas Applegate, Deputy Chief 

L. Anne Quirk, Captain – Administration 
Tom O’Rourke, Lieutenant – Training 

Robert Driscoll, Conservation Police Officer - Training 
Joseph Soell, Lieutenant – Administration 

Tyler Hausamann, Conservation Police Officer - Administration 
 

Northern Region (908) 735-8240           Central Region (609) 259-2120 
Joseph Kuechler, Captain                        Shannon Martiak, Captain 
Steven Sutton, Lieutenant (District 1)          Bryan Mascio, Lieutenant (District 3) 
Vacant, Lieutenant (District 2)                      Sean McManus, Lieutenant (District 4) 
Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator                              Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator 
Vacant, Administrative Assistant 1                   Shari Irick, Technical Assistant 2 
 
Southern Region (856) 629-0555           Marine Region (609) 748-2050 
Lisa Lacroix, Captain                        Brian Scott, Captain 
Zane Batten, Lieutenant (District 5)           Paul Toppin, Lieutenant (District 7) 
Craig James, Lieutenant (District 6)            Ryan Harp, Lieutenant (District 8)          
Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator                      Chris Petruccelli, Lieutenant (District 9) 
Sue Canale, Agency Services Representative         Vacant, Lieutenant Investigator 
                Noreen White, Agency Services Representative 
 
Conservation Police Officers report a total of 7237.8 hours of duty (7660.5- 2021).  These hours are 
charged to the following categories of duty: 
 2022 2021 
Total Law Enforcement 5227.9  5997.2 
Fishing 1280.3 1773.9 
Marine Resources 1961.6 2059.9 
Hunting 91.2 155.3 
Deer Hunting 20.1 4.5 
Trapping 24.6 9.8 
Wildlife Mgt. Areas 347.4 572.8 
NG & Endangered Species 25.7 90.3 
Court 58.6 30.6 
Regional Meetings 89 94.4 
Pollution Investigation 35.6 91 
Training 624.8 507.7 
Other Law Enforcement 669 607 
Administration 1873.9 1521.7 
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Fish Management 14.8 12.9 
Wildlife Management 32.9 73.3 
Information & Education 88.3 55.4 
Bear Control 5 3.8 
Bear Patrol and Investigation 5 2 

  
During patrols, officers performed 3538 field inspections (6396-2021) of hunters, fishermen or 
trappers and the resultant caseload is tabulated: 
 
     Law Enforcement Regions 
 
 North Central South Marine Adm. Total 2021 
Summonses Issued 121 43 37 166 0 592 
Criminal Charges 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Warnings Issued 11 0 3 0 0 23 
Bear Feeding Warnings 0 0 0 0 0 1 

 
 Field Inspections by Region    Field Inspections by Activity:  
 Administration                  0              Hunters             4 
 Northern Region           619        Freshwater Anglers      1294  
 Central Region              637   Trappers             0
 Southern Region           737   Commercial Fishermen         16 
 Marine Region            1545   Marine Rec. Anglers                  1981 
   Total  3,538   WMA non-hunting/fishing            166 
       Other             77 
Listed below are the types of summonses issued:  
 North Central South Marine Adm. 
Fishing 20 3 21 0 0 
Hunting 0 0 0 0 0 
Waterfowl Hunting 0 0 0 0 0 
Deer Hunting 3 1 0 0 0 
Trapping 0 12 0 0 0 
WMA 0 22 15 0 0 
Striped Bass 89 2 0 2 0 
Shellfish 0 0 0 3 0 
Title 2C 0 0 0 0 0 
Marine-Commercial 0 0 0 0 0 
Marine-Recreational 9 1 0 82 0 
Nongame & Exotic 0 0 0 0 0 
Title 58 0 0 0 0 0 
Title 39 0 2 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 1 0 0 
Bear Hunting 0 0 0 0 0 
Bear Feeding 0 0 0 0 0 
Marine Striped Bass 0 0 0 79 0 
Totals 121 43 37 166 0 

Penalties collected during this report period by Conservation Police Officers: $ 22,624.75 
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Call volume (reports of violations, general questions, requests for assistance, etc.) received at region 
offices: 
North               * numbers not reported due to office closure       
Central                          235 
South               283     
Marine                          145 
                      
Total calls received:  663    
 
Bureau of Law Enforcement personnel status as of 4/20/22: 
 
  Administration - 8    Northern Region – 7 
  1 Chief                           1 CPO III 
  2 Deputy Chiefs    1 CPO II     
  1 CPO III - Admin                          5 CPO Is 
  1 CPO II – Training      
  1 CPO II- Admin           
  1 CPO I – Training 
  1 CPO 1 - Admin 
 
  Central Region - 9    Southern Region - 11 
  1 CPO III      1 CPO III 
  2 CPO IIs     2 CPO IIs 
  5 CPO Is     7 CPO Is 
  1 Technical Assistant 2   1 Agency Services Rep 
       
  Marine Region - 16    Total Employees: 51 
  1 CPO III  
  3 CPO IIs 
  11 CPO Is  
  1 Agency Services Rep 

 
Northern Region Highlights 

During this reporting period, Northern Region Conservation Police Officers have been busy 
patrolling the marine waters of the Northern Region for compliance with New Jersey striped bass 
regulations. CPOs patrolled the Hudson River, Newark Bay, Hackensack River, the Arthur Kill and the 
Kill Van Kull in Bergen, Hudson, and Union Counties.  186 fishermen were inspected, and 109 
summonses were issued resulting in over $21,000 in fines.  A breakdown of the summonses that were 
issued is as follows:  15 summonses for possession of 3 undersized striped bass, 17 summonses for 
possession of 2 undersized striped bass, 35 summonses for possession of 1 undersized striped bass, 10 
summonses for possession of 3 striped bass over the daily limit, 10 summonses for possession of 2 
striped bass over the daily limit, 15 summonses for possession of 1 striped bass over the daily limit, 6 
summonses for interference with the duties of a Conservation Police Officer, and 1 summons for 
littering while fishing.  Captain Kuechler, Lieutenant S. Sutton, CPOs Merritt, Della Vella, A. Sutton, 
Holmes, Paey, and Driscoll all took part in these enforcement operations.  

CPO Paey received a complaint, including a YouTube video, of two anglers fishing for trout 
during the preseason closure in Seeley’s Pond, Scotch Plains, Union County. CPO Paey was able to 



       

4 
 

identify the individuals who were fishing in the video. CPO Paey conducted an interview of the anglers 
who admitted to fishing for and keeping trout during the preseason closure. CPO Paey determined that 
both anglers did not possess valid fishing licenses or trout stamps at the time the video was taken. Both 
anglers were issued summonses for fishing without a valid license, taking trout without a valid trout 
stamp, fishing during the preseason closure, and taking trout during the preseason closure.  

Central Region Highlights 
 

During the past month, Lt. Mascio, CPOs Riviello, Garofalo, and Bickerton patrolled 
Greenwood and Colliers Mills Wildlife Management Area for illegal off-road activity.  A total of 40 
summonses were issued.  Violations included entering a State WMA after legal hours, operate a motor 
vehicle over prohibited area, operate an unregistered motor vehicle, and operate an ATV/dirt bike on a 
WMA. 

On April 4, 2022, CPO Garofalo received a complaint from Medford PD regarding illegal 
trapping.   CPO Garofalo investigated the complaint and learned that there were several trail camera 
pictures of an individual trespassing, tending several snares and dragging a deceased deer from the 
area.  The following day, CPO Garofalo conducted surveillance and observed the individual tending 
his snares.   CPO Garofalo inspected the trapper and determined he was trying to trap coyotes.  The 
trapper stated that he was learning about trapping from watching You Tube videos.  The individual 
was issued the following summonses: trapping without a training course, trapping without a license, 
fail to carry cable restraint certificate while trapping, 3 summonses for use or set untagged traps, 3 
summonses for not having a deer stop, trapping during the closed season, unlawful use of bait while 
trapping, unlawful possession of deer parts. 

CPO Bickerton attended a youth fishing derby at Spring Lake on the opening day of trout 
season.  This event was attended by hundreds of fishermen, including families.  CPO Bickerton 
interacted the fisherman and offered guidance and moral support to the beginners. 

Southern Region Highlights 
 

In February, CPO Malinski received information regarding a dump site on the Makepeace 
WMA in Hamilton Twp., Atlantic County. The debris consisted of household garbage and furniture 
and was well in excess of .148 cubic yards. Personal identifiers were located within the pile related to a 
residence not too far from the WMA. CPO Malinski went to the residence, but the house was vacant 
and a For Sale sign was posted in the yard. Further investigation led to additional addresses, but 
Officer Malinski was unable to make contact with any individuals. CPO Malinski contacted the real 
estate company selling the original residence and was finally put in touch with the seller and her son. 
During the investigation, the seller admitted to paying someone to remove the garbage from her 
residence, but she refused to name the involved person. She ultimately took responsibility for the 
dumping and was charged with dumping on a wildlife management area and transporting solid waste 
in excess of 0148 cubic yards.  
 

With the onset of warmer spring temperatures, southern region officers have begun seeing an 
increase in illegal ATV activity on the region wildlife management areas. A total of 17 summonses 
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were issued over several weekends for operating ATVs on a WMA and operating motor vehicles off 
the established roadways. 

 
                                               Marine Region Highlights 

Marine Region CPOs, with the assistance of CPOs in District 4, continue working around the 
clock in response to numerous complaints involving the illegal harvesting of striped bass reported in 
the Raritan Bayshore area.  To date, nearly 200 summonses have been issued for a range of violations 
including undersized, overlimit, and mutilated striped bass, interference with the duties of a 
conservation police officer, littering while fishing, and the failure to obtain a valid saltwater registry.  

During offshore gear patrols on the Bureau’s P/V Integrity, CPO’s found a NJ-based 
commercial fisherman in violation of the Federal Lobster Management Area (LMA) 5 closed season.  
In addition to the violation of leaving lobster trap gear out during the closed season, CPOs found 
multiple lobsters with bands on the claws in the fisherman’s traps.  Federal law prohibits possession of 
lobster from LMA 5 during the closed season.  Another Federal violation was found on a separate NJ-
based fisherman that did not have lobster trap allocation tags on multiple actively fishing lobster traps.  
Federal lobster fishing effort is controlled through the lobster trap tag allocations.  As such, all 
federally permitted lobster vessels must have allocation tags on all lobster traps.  The cases were 
referred to National Marine Fisheries Service for enforcement action.  

The north Atlantic right whale remains one of the most endangered large whales in the world.  
At the end of 2018 there was an estimated population of under 400 individuals.  One of the biggest 
threats to the right whale’s survival is collisions with vessels—especially large ocean-going transport 
vessels.  In 2008, the National Marine Fisheries Service implemented a seasonal mandatory speed rule 
of less than 10 knots for vessels over 65’ in length in certain areas to reduce the risk of vessel 
collisions with right whales.  Utilizing the Bureau’s P/V Integrity, several CPOs from the Marine 
Region participated in a three-day operation with the US Coast Guard, Delaware DNR Police, and 
National Marine Fisheries Service.  The objective of the operation was to enforce the speed rule and to 
educate mariners on its existence.  Ships were monitored with a combination of AIS, MARPA, and 
hand-held radar technologies.  Officers identified a total of 36 vessels exceeding the speed rule greater 
than the error probabilities of the utilized equipment (+/- 2 knots per hour).  Four vessels were 
identified to be speeding within the zone by less than two knots through AIS and were hailed.  All four 
vessels immediately slowed down and came into compliance. 

Training Unit Highlights 

The Training Unit completed spring firearm qualifications. The lesson plan focused on use of 
force review, safety considerations, risk minimization and close quarters techniques. A portion of this 
firearms lecture was dedicated to reminding officers of the “Ten deadly errors” which identifies several 
repetitive behaviors that contributed to officer’s fatalities, which is as valid today as it was almost 50 
years ago.  
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