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Endangered and Nongame Species Program 
Monthly Report for 16 March – 15 April 2022 

 
Staff: 
John Heilferty, Chief  
Kathy Clark, Supervising Zoologist  
Christina “Kashi” Davis, Environmental Specialist II 
Gretchen Fowles, GIS Specialist  
MacKenzie Hall, Environmental Specialist II 
Emily Heiser, Assistant Biologist  
Sharon Petzinger, Senior Zoologist  
Bill Pitts, Senior Zoologist  
Kris Schantz, Principal Zoologist  
Robert Somes, Senior Zoologist  
Brian Zarate, Senior Zoologist  
 
Administration – J. Heilferty  
J. Heilferty worked on agency planning, and regional actions as part of the Northeast Wildlife 
Diversity Managers committee.  
 
Landscape Project – J. Heilferty  
No new report. 
  
Habitat Change Analysis Project (HCAP) –S. Petzinger  
No new report. 
 
Technical Guidance & Policy/Planning – all staff  
S. Petzinger continued to participate in a working group which will advise on ways to enhance 
powerline rights-of-way managed by PSE&G for wildlife, particularly invertebrates and birds.  S. 
Petzinger also continued with the online training on climate adaptation planning and practices for 
wildlife and carbon. 
K. Clark consulted with USFWS on two conditional/permit issues regarding eagle nests. 
Staff reviewed applications for Scientific Collecting permits, and issued permits for 2022.  
Staff reviewed and commented on DEP land use permit applications, and internal NHR land projects. 
 
Biotics Database – G. Fowles 
No new report.  
 
Connecting Habitat Across New Jersey (CHANJ) – G. Fowles, B. Zarate, M. Hall 
G. Fowles continued leading ‘host state’ planning efforts for the upcoming Northeastern 
Transportation and Wildlife Conference (NETWC) in September.  Presentation abstracts and pre-
conference workshops were among the details coordinated this month. 
 
G. Fowles led a bi-monthly meeting of the Roads and Wildlife Working Group with members of the 
ENSP, DEP Land Use staff, NJDOT and USFWS.  Review of as-built stream culvert enhancements for 
wildlife passage and the upcoming NETWC conference were among the topics covered. 
 
Habitat Conservation Management on Public Lands – All staff 
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Forestry activities for wildlife habitat restoration on 10 acres within Stand 9 on Sparta Mountain WMA 
were completed. All trails and locations have been reopened.  
 
The public comment period for proposed forestry activities in a draft area on Stand 18 on Sparta 
Mountain WMA was extended until April 4, 2022.  Fifty comments were submitted by 44 individuals. 
Thirty-four (68%) of the comments were form letters, leaving 17 original comments from 14 
individuals. Only three comments contained information specific to the proposed Stand 18 activities 
and draft area.  
 
Species Status Review – K. Clark 
No new report.  
 
State Wildlife Action Plan – All staff 
No new report. 
 
HERPTILES 
Snake Fungal Disease – K. Schantz 
No new report. 
 
Snakes – K. Schantz   
K. Schantz worked with Rutgers University personnel and PhD Candidate to determine the scope of 
services for copperhead research and began drafting contract.  
 
With input from B. Zarate, K. Schantz revised a draft Notice of Funding Opportunity’s (NOFO) 
ranking criteria for copperhead research (different objective than research to be completed by Rutgers 
University). 
 
SGCN Turtles – B. Zarate and B. Pitts 
Planning of field work and the beginning of permittee and staff surveys began this reporting period, 
with primary focus on wood turtles, which emerge earlier than either bog or box turtles.  Spotted 
turtles awaken early as well, but ENSP did not, and will not, conduct any work on spotted turtle this 
season.  B. Zarate reviewed and processed scientific collecting permits, including coordination with 
permittees on 2021 reporting requirements and discussion on 2022 projects.  B. Zarate interviewed and 
submitted an application for a new hourly employee to assist primarily with turtle related field and 
office work.    
 
Eastern Tiger Salamander – B. Pitts 
Over the course of two nights in February, Herpetological Associates (HA), under permit, surveyed 
and translocated egg masses from threatened locations to secure and suitable habitats in cooperation 
with ENSP staff.  Follow-up surveys are planned for later this year.  
 
Diamondback Terrapins - B. Zarate 
A draft paper was provided to the Endangered and Nongame Species Advisory Committee, and a 
follow-up discussion will be held at the next ENSAC meeting. Consultation with Bureau of 
Shellfisheries is continuing to develop proposals for terrapin conservation.  
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MAMMALS 
Bobcat Project – G. Fowles 
No new report. 
 
Bat Conservation – M. Hall 
M. Hall and ENSP offshore wind team drafted and submitted a research concept to expand NJ’s 
coverage of Motus automated radio telemetry receivers both on land and off the coast (on buoys) to 
support studies of bat and bird migration patterns in our state and throughout the region, particularly as 
related to offshore wind energy lease areas.  M. Hall participated in an offshore wind-focused web 
meeting with other agency bat specialists to discuss research needs and strategies related to emerging 
wind energy development. 
 
ENSP bat team and Rutgers University researchers did a late-winter visual census of bats hibernating 
within Hibernia Mine.  The number of bats tallied was slightly higher than our last census in March 
2018, when the number of Little brown bats reached an all-time low following the 2009 arrival of 
White-nose Syndrome.  A subset of bats was swabbed and photographed as part of new and ongoing 
WNS research.  We were excited to find that 10 of the 19 previously banded Little brown bats that we 
randomly handled this year for sampling had been banded in 2010 or 2011, so are among the small 
percentage of long-time WNS survivors. 
 
M. Hall co-organized a Bat Symposium at the Northeast Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
conference hosted by NJ in early April, and presented about our program’s collaborative work with 
NJDOT and USFWS to survey bridge structures for bat use. 
 
M. Hall worked with USFWS NJ Field Office to draft a bats & bridges presentation aimed at local 
transportation/planning entities, to whom we will target outreach this year in response to the proposed 
up-listing of Northern long-eared bat to federal endangered status. 
 
Allegheny Woodrat – G. Fowles 
No new report. 
  
BIRDS 
Colonial Waterbirds – C. Davis 
C. Davis responded to a number of issues with returning Yellow-crowned Night-herons to 
neighborhoods and to areas where there was conflict with construction activity.  
 
Beach-Nesting Birds - C. Davis & E. Heiser 
The 2022 field season began in earnest as the seasonal technicians came on-board and areas up and 
down the coast were fenced for the protection of the returning birds. Of note is the closure of 
Horseshoe Island to the recreating public, as its importance to nesting and migratory birds is nearly 
unprecedented in the state. A joint effort between NJFW and USFWS–EBF NWR (and their contractor 
CWF of NJ) will be carried out to monitor and protect the site.  C. Davis began coordinating with all 
landowners (state and municipal) to ensure nesting sites are being properly managed, as per the beach 
management plans.   
 
Bald Eagle Monitoring - K. Clark 
Eagle Project nest monitors have continued checking nests statewide and reporting using NestStory.  
As of mid-April, 226 nests have been documented as active, including 21 nests that are new in 2022.   
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Peregrine Falcon Monitoring – K. Clark 
As of mid-April, staff and volunteers documented 20 active nests, while other sites remain to be 
checked.   
 
American Kestrel – B. Pitts 
No new report. 
 
Osprey Monitoring – K. Clark 
Ospreys began nesting in April.  K. Clark dealt with conflicts at some nest sites on structures such as 
cell towers and certain man-made structures. 
 
Other Raptors – K. Clark 
No new report. 
 
Migratory Shorebirds –  
J. Heilferty worked on contracts for spring field work including shorebird stewards, horseshoe crab egg 
surveys, aerial surveys, and ground surveillance.  
 
Scrub-shrub/Open Field birds (GWWA) – S. Petzinger 
No new report. 
 
Secretive Marsh Birds– C. Davis & E. Heiser 
C. Davis participated in a multi-day virtual meeting hosted by ACJV regarding Black Rail 
management. Due to staff shortages, NJFW will not be conducting any rail surveys in 2022, but did 
lend acoustic equipment to EBF NWR to assist in their efforts this year.  
 
Regional & National Bird Coordination – S. Petzinger 
No new report. 
 
INVERTEBRATES & AQUATICS 
Freshwater Mussels/Aquatics – R. Somes 
R. Somes attended the quarterly Chinese Pondmussel meeting where upcoming funding needs were 
discussed and sampling was planned for the upcoming field season. 
 
R. Somes attended several meetings with USFWS staff to discuss freshwater mussel surveying and 
research needs for the upcoming field season. 
 
Lepidoptera, Odonata, Coleoptera, Pollinating Insects- R. Somes 
R. Somes attended a Northeastern Beach Tiger Beetle Project meeting.  During this meeting 
translocation planning was discussed for the upcoming summer field season as well as survey and 
management needs. 
 
R. Somes met with New Jersey Forest Fire Service staff in Northern NJ to discuss insect conservation 
and management projects. 
 
R. Somes and J. Heilferty continued working on refining and editing a guidance document for 
pollinator habitat management on solar projects. 
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