New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council
Executive Committee Meeting Summary
December 8, 2021

The Executive Committee met via webinar to review several recent applications to Council advisory panels. Staff noted that all applications had been sent to the full Council for review, with a few comments received from Council members. Applications had also been forwarded to Law Enforcement to check for recent violations that might affect a decision. None of the applicants had received any fisheries-related violations in recent years.  Individual applications were reviewed and discussed with the following determinations.

	Name
	New or renewal
	Approved
	Decline
	Comments

	Axelsson, P.
	New
	Menhaden
	 
	 

	Bent, S.
	Renew
	Black Drum, Bluefish, BSB-Scup REC, Fluke REC
	 
	 

	Butch, A.
	New
	 
	
	Bluefish, BSB-Scup REC, Fluke REC, Striped Bass, Tautog 
pending additional info

	Genovese, M.
	New
	 
	
	Menhaden
pending additional info

	Meischker, R.
	Renew
	Blue Crab-Conch
	 
	 

	Spinelli, S.
	Renew
	BSB-Scup REC, Fluke REC, Tautog
	 
	 



Final recommendations were based on factors such as enforcement history, as well as affiliated organizations, counties, and sectors in order to evenly distribute representation. The Committee urges advisors with expired memberships to submit renewal applications.  
The committee also revisited the issue of increasing fines for striped bass violations. Staff provided information regarding fines from neighboring states and input from New Jersey Marine Law Enforcement staff. The Committee recommends no changes to existing fines since they are consistent with neighboring states, and higher fees are more difficult for CPOs to prosecute in court.  
The Department of Environmental protection recently evaluated NJ’s license fees and recommended that all programs consider increasing fees to maintain consistency with the consumer price index. Many marine license fees have been unchanged for decades. The Committee reviewed all current license fees and recommended no changes be made at this time. Justification includes economic struggles related to COVID and a concern that only fees covered by regulation could be changed, while those covered by legislation cannot, leading to consistency and equity concerns.
Finally, the Committee discussed prioritization for the next species to be considered for development of a state Fishery Management Plan (FMP). Staff are currently working on an FMP for blue crab.  The Committee recommended that whelk should be completed next, followed by white perch.  

Committee recommendation: Approve appointments to the advisory panels as noted above.
