WHAT IS A DEIS?

The flooding problems can be attributed to several factors,

A DEIS is a comprehensive document that explains why a
project is needed, describes:

including low topography and proximity to waterways;
impervious coverage and surface runoff; existing sewer
infrastructure, sewershed interconnections and insufficient

- the alternatives that are being considered

discharge capability particularly during high tides.

- the affected environment – both natural and built

Preferred Alternative

environments – and
- the environmental consequences a proposed

The analysis of three Alternatives and a No Build
Alternative led to the recommendation of Alternative 3 as

project would have on those resources.

the Project’s Preferred Alternative. A Preferred Alternative

If impacts occur, the DEIS will provide mitigation to

is the alternative of a project that best meets the purpose

address those impacts.

and need of that project while avoiding, minimizing or
mitigating impacts. The Preferred Alternative locates the

Project Purpose

Resist infrastructure primarily in upland areas, thereby

The purpose of the Project is to reduce the flood risk to the

reducing impacts to waterfront access, while still providing

Study Area*, while providing benefits that will enhance the

coastal flood risk reduction to 85% of the Study Area

urban condition, recognizing the unique challenges that

population. The Preferred Alternative also includes Delay,

exist within a highly developed urban area.

Store and Discharge (DSD) components to help reduce
flooding from rainfall events. The DSD components

*Study Area encompasses the City of Hoboken, including
southern portions of Weehawken and northern portions of
Jersey City.

include three large resiliency parks and 61 smaller rightof-way sites.

Public comment

Project Need

REBUILD BY DESIGN
▪ Resist ▪ Delay ▪ Store ▪ Discharge ▪

hudson river
Hoboken

The DEIS is currently available for review. The DEIS
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Store: green and grey infrastructure improvements to
allow for greater storage of excess rainwater; and

The Study Area is vulnerable to two interconnected types

comment period extends from February 24 to April 10,

of flooding: systemic inland flooding from medium and

2017. The DEIS can be downloaded from the following

The Rebuild by Design – Hudson River Project, (RBD-

high intensity rainfall events, and coastal flooding from

websites : www. rbd-hudsonriver.nj.gov. or www.nj.gov/dca/

HR), the “Project” is a comprehensive urban stormwater

Discharge: water pumps and alternative routes to support

storm surges.

divisions/sandyrecovery/review/ Comments can also be

management strategy to address impacts from coastal

drainage

submitted via the websites.

storm surge flooding as well as systemic inland rainfall
flooding. The municipalities of Hoboken, Jersey City

PROJECT Framework

and Weehawken were inundated by flood waters during

The HUD grant comes in the form of Community

Superstorm Sandy in October 2012. The U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded
funds to address needs for flood risk reduction within the
Superstorm Sandy-affected region.
View looking southeast at Manhattan skyline near Pier”C” Park

View looking west, Cove Park Proposed Amenities

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) is the lead for the $230 million HUD- awarded
project, which consists of the following four integrated
components:

Resist: hard infrastructure and soft landscape for coastal
defense;

Delay: policy recommendations, guidelines and urban
View looking east from Weehawken Pier
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Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBGDR) funding, which requires compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). NEPA outlines the
public process whereby an agency analyzes a proposed
action to determine how the proposed action impacts the
environment, and whether other reasonable alternatives
are available that reduce, minimize or provide mitigation
for unavoidable impacts. The Project’s NEPA process
began with public scoping which identified the Project’s
purpose and need, the Study Area as well as the
disciplines and resources that would be evaluated as part
of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The Draft
EIS (DEIS) is currently available for public comment, see
PUBLIC COMMENT description.
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