
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Announcement of Public Hearing for the 

Rebuild By Design Meadowlands Flood Protection Project located within the Boroughs of Little Ferry, Moonachie, 

Carlstadt, and Teterboro, and the Township of South Hackensack, Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Community Planning and Development, Department of Housing and Urban 

Development.  

ACTION: Notice of Availability and request for comments; Notice of public hearing. 

SUMMARY: The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) announces the availability of a Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and a public hearing at Robert L. Craig Elementary School in Bergen County, New 
Jersey (NJ) for the Rebuild by Design (RBD) Meadowlands Flood Protection Project (the Proposed Project). The Proposed 

Project was developed from a concept conceived through the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force’s RBD program, a design 

competition to promote the development of resiliency in the Sandy-affected region, and has been allocated United States (US) 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-

DR) grant funds. The Proposed Project is a comprehensive urban water management project designed to reduce the risk of 

floods from coastal storm surges and/or systemic inland flooding from high-intensity rainfall events. The Proposed Project 
would be located in the Boroughs of Little Ferry, Moonachie, Carlstadt, and Teterboro, and the Township of South Hackensack, 

all in Bergen County, NJ. Further description of the Proposed Project and Project Area is provided in the SUPPLEMENTARY 

INFORMATION section. The DEIS includes a detailed project description and a description of environmental impacts, including 

direct, indirect and cumulative impacts, associated with three Build Alternatives as well as a No Action Alternative. We request 

your comments on the RBD Meadowlands Flood Protection Project DEIS. 

AVAILABILITY OF THE DEIS: Electronic copies of the DEIS are available for public review on the following websites: 

http://www.rbd-meadowlands.nj.gov and www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/sandyrecovery/review. CDs and paper copies of the DEIS 

will also be available for review at the following locations during regular business hours: 

• Little Ferry Free Public Library: 239 Liberty Street, Little Ferry, NJ, 07643 

• Moonachie Municipal Office at Port Authority, 90 Moonachie Ave, Teterboro, NJ 07608 

• Carlstadt Public Library, 420 Hackensack St, Carlstadt, NJ 07072 

• Teterboro Municipal Building, 510 US Route 46, Teterboro, NJ 07608 

• South Hackensack Municipal Clerk, 227 Phillips Ave, South Hackensack, NJ 07606 

DATES AND PUBLIC COMMENT: The DEIS will be available at the locations identified in the AVAILABILITY OF THE DEIS section 

starting on June 1, 2018. This date will mark the beginning of the public comment period. The public comment period will be 45 
days. Comments and related material must be submitted on or before July 15, 2018, using one of the methods in the ADDRESSES 

section of this NOA. A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, June 26, 2018, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm to provide an opportunity 

for oral comments. The public hearing will be held at Robert L. Craig Elementary School, 20 West Park Street, Moonachie, NJ, 

07074. Additional details regarding the public hearing are provided in the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section. Any oral 

comments provided at the meeting will be transcribed and considered by the NJDEP. Please note that the hearing may close early 

if all business is finished. Written comments and related material for consideration in the FEIS may also be submitted to NJDEP at 
that meeting. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments using any of the following methods: 

(1) Email: rbd-meadowlands@dep.nj.gov  

(2) Online to the NJDEP website at http://www.rbd-meadowlands.nj.gov or to the NJDCA 

website at www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/sandyrecovery/review/; 

(3) Mail: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection c/o Dennis Reinknecht, Program Manager, Bureau of 

Flood Resilience, 501 East State Street, Mail Code 501-01A, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ, 08625-0420. OR 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs c/o Samuel Viavattine, Deputy Commissioner, New Jersey 

Department of Community Affairs, 101 South Broad Street, PO Box 800, Trenton, NJ 08625-0800. 

(4) Hand delivery: Same as mail address above, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except Federal 

and State holidays. 

To avoid duplication, please use only one of these methods.  
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The NJDEP Bureau of Flood Resilience will maintain a paper copy of the DEIS for public review at 501 East State Street, 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420. The document will be available for inspection or copying at this location between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal and State holidays. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If you have questions regarding this notice or on the public hearing, please write to 

or e-mail Dennis Reinknecht, Program Manager, NJDEP Bureau of Flood Resilience, 501 East State Street, Mail Code 501-

01A, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ, 08625-0420, rbd-meadowlands@dep.nj.gov.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Project Description: 

The NJDEP has prepared a DEIS for the RBD Meadowlands Flood Protection Project (the Proposed Project). The Proposed 

Project was selected by HUD through the RBD competition, and HUD CDBG–DR funds have been allocated for it. CDBG–DR 

funding requires compliance with NEPA as stated in HUD’s regulations outlined in 24 CFR Part 58. The Proposed Project is also 

subject to the CEQ NEPA regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500–1508. On behalf of the State of New Jersey through the NJDCA, 

the recipient of HUD grant funds, NJDEP is the “Responsible Entity,” as defined by HUD regulations at 24 CFR § 

58.2(a)(7)(i), for the Proposed Project. In accordance with criteria in 40 CFR § 1501.5(c), NJDCA has designated NJDEP as 

the Lead Agency to prepare the DEIS for the Proposed Project in accordance with NEPA (42 USC §§ 4321 et seq.). 

 

The Proposed Project would occur in the Boroughs of Little Ferry, Moonachie, Carlstadt, and Teterboro, and the Township of 

South Hackensack, all in Bergen County, New Jersey. The Project Area has the following approximate boundaries: the 

Hackensack River to the east; Paterson Plank Road (State Route 120) and the southern boundary of the Borough of Carlstadt to the 

south; State Route 17 to the west; and Interstate 80 (I-80) and the northern boundary of the Borough of Little Ferry to the north. In 

total, the Project Area encompasses approximately 5,405 acres, and is mostly located within the Meadowlands District. The 

Proposed Project was developed as a concept through the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force’s RBD program, a design 
competition to promote the development of resiliency in the Sandy-affected region. The Proposed Project includes the 

construction of flood risk reduction measures designed to address the impacts of inland and coastal flooding on the quality of the 

human environment due to both storm hazards and sea level rise within the Project Area. The purpose of the Proposed Project is to 

reduce flood risk in the Project Area, thereby protecting critical infrastructure and facilities, residences, and businesses from the 

more frequent and intense flood events anticipated in the future. The Proposed Project is needed to address: (1) systemic inland 

flooding from high-intensity rainfall/runoff events; and/or (2) coastal flooding from storm surges. In addition to reducing flooding 
in the Project Area, the Proposed Project is needed to directly protect life, public health, and property in the Project Area, reduce 

flood insurance claims from future events, and potentially restore property values to the extent possible with the available funding.  

DEIS: 

The DEIS has been prepared and is available for public comment. The DEIS is available for review on the project website at 
http://www.rbd-meadowlands.nj.gov or www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/sandyrecovery/review/ as well as at the locations listed 

above in ADDRESSES. 

The DEIS includes a detailed project description and describes environmental impacts, including direct, indirect, and cumulative 

environmental impacts, associated with three Build Alternatives as well as a No Action Alternative. A range of reasonable 

alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, and 3) was evaluated in the DEIS. Alternative 1 would include a structural line of protection (i.e., 

floodwalls, a surge barrier, etc.) to protect the Project Area against coastal storm surges. Alternative 2 would include stormwater 
drainage improvements (i.e., pump stations, channel dredging, new open space and green infrastructure systems, etc.) to reduce 

inland flooding in the Project Area during heavy rainfall events. Alternative 3 would consist of a hybrid of the coastal flood 

protection and stormwater drainage improvements included in Alternatives 1 and 2, and would provide the greatest level of flood 

protection to the Project Area. As such, the NJDEP is recommending that Alternative 3 be selected as the Preferred Alternative. 

However, due to funding and construction constraints associated with a project of this magnitude, the Alternative 3 features 

would be separated into two stages: a Build Plan, which includes all features to be constructed as part of the Proposed Project, 
and a Future Plan, which includes the remaining features that could be constructed over time by others as funding and 

construction feasibility permit.  

The Alternative 3 Build Plan would consist of 41 green infrastructure systems (bioswales, storage trenches, and rain gardens) 

along roadways, three new parks (comprising approximately 7.6 acres in total), improvements to five existing open spaces/public 

amenities, two new pump stations, one new force main, and dredging of the lower East Riser Ditch. The Alternative 3 Future 

Plan would consist of three additional parks (approximately 5.7 additional acres of new park space), an additional pump station 
and force main, improvements to the upper East Riser Ditch, and a structural line of protection against coastal storm surges, 

including a surge barrier along Berry’s Creek. Overall, the Alternative 3 Build Plan: 
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• Would provide approximately 50 years of inland flood reduction for portions of the Project Area; flood reduction would be 

greatest in the improved reach of East Riser Ditch, but also prominent in the Main Reach of Losen Slote and upper reach 

of East Riser Ditch; 

• Would provide numerous co-benefits to the Project Area, including new recreational opportunities, water quality 
improvements, new and enhanced habitats, and aesthetic benefits; and 

• Would have direct and indirect impacts to the physical, natural, cultural, and socioeconomic environment that are generally 

less than both Alternatives 1 and 2. 

Public Hearing: 

NJDEP will hold a public hearing from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm on June 26, 2018. The hearing location is Robert L. Craig 

Elementary School, 20 West Park Street, Moonachie, NJ, 07074.  
 

The purpose of the public hearing is for NJDEP to receive comments on the information provided in the DEIS. NJDEP will not 
respond to any of the comments or take action on the project at the hearing. Comments and/or statements at the public hearing 
will become part of the public record during the comment period and will also be considered during the preparation of the Final 

EIS. The meeting facility is accessible to those with disabilities. Any individual who requires special accommodations, such as a 
sign language interpreter, accessible seating, or documentation in alternative formats, is requested to contact Sandy Recovery 

Division (SRD) Constituent Services at (609) 292-3750 or (609) 633-1328 or email of sandy.recovery@dca.nj.gov. 
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