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Within the Project Area, existing ground elevations
are at or above 7 feet NAVD 88 in some areas due
to existing berms or existing land slopes. Where
possible, the 7-foot elevation line of protection
would be tied to high ground in some areas of the
Project Area through a series of both soft- (i.e.,
berms) and hard-edged (i.e., walls) components,
thereby minimizing construction costs and the need
for flood control structures in all areas.

A variety of alignment options are being considered
and evaluated as part of the ongoing alternatives
screening process. Interactive maps of these
alignment options will be available to the CAG at
future meetings. In addition to the 7-foot baseline
study elevation, the RBDM Project Team is in the
process of assessing higher elevations as part of
the screening process and feasibility study.

Did You Know?

The Project Area contains a series of old berms that
provide limited flood protection against the Hackensack
River. These berms typically consist of raised ridges

of earth that resulted from the historic excavation

of drainage ditches during mosquito control efforts.
However, these berms are not entirely effective because
they are neither continuous nor uniform in height. Many
of the berms have settled, slumped, or were originally
constructed haphazardly. The existing berm system
provides limited flood protection (typically, against less
than a 10-year flood event) to residential and industrial
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Alternative 1 Potential Alignment Overview

Kit of Parts

As presented at earlier
CAG meetings, building
the line of protection :
can draw upon a variety
of design components.
These components,

or the “Kit of Parts,”
range from a basic
sheet pile flood wall

to more elaborate bench, planter, canopy, and
amphitheater designs. Based on the CAG’s initial
input and the residential and commercial needs

of the Project Area, the RBDM Project Team will
design alignment options that incorporate a variety
of these components in a way that is not only cost
and time efficient, but that also maximizes potential
ancillary benefits, such as increased opportunities
for recreation, neighborhood connections, and
enjoyment of natural resource areas.
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Next Steps

Concept development for each of the Proposed
Project’s alternatives is ongoing. The RBDM Project
Team continues to welcome input from the CAG,
and will summarize feedback received at future
meetings. The next CAG meeting is scheduled

for Tuesday, January 31, 2017, and will focus

on updates to the development of Alternative 2
(Stormwater Drainage Improvements).




