Notice of Funding Availability
State of New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection
2019 Shellfish Aquaculture Grant Program
Relocation of Permitted Northern Segment Commercial Aquaculture Operations
1.0 Grant Overview
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) is seeking to assist shellfish aquaculture
operators permitted to work in the area known as the Northern Segment (Attachment A), as defined in the
United States Fish and Wildlife’s (USFWS) Biological Opinion on the Effects of Existing and Expanded
Structural Aquaculture of Native Bivalves in Delaware Bay, Middle and Lower Townships, Cape May
County, New Jersey on the Federally Listed Red Knot (Calidris Canutus Rufa) (hereafter known as the
“PBO”). While the NJDEP may develop additional shellfish grant opportunities, this Notice of Funding
Availability is specifically in support of the provisions and conservation goals outlined in the PBO in
accordance with Conservation Measure No. 19-1:
CM19. The NJDEP is developing a mini-grant program to financially assist growers by offsetting
some of the costs incurred from relocating and/or changing culturing practices due to the
provisions of this PBO. Although the details are still being developed, the NJDEP plans to begin
offering mini-grants in late 2016 or early 2017. The mini-grant funding program would be
established to: 1) assist with the relocation of currently permitted operations from the Northern
Segment to the Southern Segment and/or outside of Protected Areas (e.g., moving off the Green
Creek shoal); and 2) assist existing oyster growers who want to expand their commercial oyster
aquaculture operations in the Southern Segment (e.g., purchasing seed, etc.). Following a request
for grant applications, the NJDEP will use NJDFW monies to incentivize industry growth within
the ADZs by providing grant funds to purchase oyster seed and new equipment for approved
structural aquaculture activities (i.e., fully permitted activities operated in compliance with all
provisions of this PBO). The NJDEP anticipates requiring some type of cost-matching requirement
for the grantee over a defined period. The mini-grant program will not cover traditional shellfish
aquaculture operations and will be based on funding availability. The first series of grants/awards
will likely focus on the following:


Permitted intertidal Northern Segment growers who wish to relocate aquaculture
activities to the Southern Segment (e.g., within an available ADZ parcel);

2.0 Grant Program
The NJDEP’s Division of Fish and Wildlife is the natural resource management agency charged with
directing the State’s shellfish programs, projects and restoration efforts on both the Atlantic Coast and
Delaware Bay of New Jersey. Division personnel within the Bureau of Shellfisheries work with their
counterparts in the Bureau of Marine Fisheries, the Marine Enforcement Unit, the Endangered and
Nongame Species Program, and other State agencies to form and implement plans for the protection and
wise use of marine habitat and the protection and harvest of the State’s valuable shellfish and other managed
resources. NJSA 50:1-5 provides that the Commissioner of the Department “shall have full control and
direction of the shellfish industry and resource and of the protection of shellfish throughout the entire
State.” Among the Division’s goals and responsibilities is the “maintenance of fish and wildlife species at
stable, healthy levels and the protection and enhancement of the habitats on which they depend.”
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The NJDEP’s dedicated account known as the Shellfish Habitat Mitigation Account is a comprehensive
account that holds all monies collected to offset the loss of harvest in productive shellfish habitat due to the
downgrading of water quality through permitting. The overall purpose of the dedicated account is to fund
shellfish activities that increase or sustain shellfish productivity to mitigate for this loss of productive
shellfish habitat that was rendered unavailable for harvest due to the presence of a dock, pier or boat
mooring. The establishment, use, and operation of the account is carried out in accordance with Waterfront
Development, N.J.S.A. 12:5-3; Coastal Area Facility Review Act, N.J.S.A. 13:19-1 et seq.; and the Coastal
Zone Management (CZM) rules, N.J.A.C. 7:7. Pursuant to the authority of these laws, the monies from the
account may fund various activities including “activities that encourage environmentally sound
aquaculture” as well as “general shellfish aquaculture development” activities. Shellfish aquaculture
development activities further delineated in the NJDEP’s Five Year Conceptual Shellfish Enhancement
Plan may also be used “to provide funding to growers for upgrading or improving existing operations and
productivity to support the MFA’s goals” (See Attachment B).
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 50:1-23, the NJDEP, in consultation with the NJ Shellfisheries Council, oversees the
State’s shellfish aquaculture leasing program. Pursuant to this authority, the NJDEP took the necessary
steps to establish Aquaculture Development Zones (ADZs), which are lease areas where all necessary
Federal, State and local permits have been obtained by the State. These permits apply to all private shellfish
aquaculture operations working within a lot leased to them by the NJDEP and Shellfish Council in a
designated ADZ. These areas have been established following significant industry stakeholder input over
many years. At present, there are three ADZs in the Delaware Bay.
Through this Notice of Funding Availability, the NJDEP is proposing to utilize the NJDEP’s dedicated
Shellfish Mitigation Fund to incentivize the relocation of growers currently permitted to operate on
privately held leases within the area designated as the Northern Segment of the Delaware Bayshore to a
lease lot located within the Southern Segment (see Attachments C and D). The relocation would necessitate
the removal of all gear from the permitted lease area within the Northern Segment with operations thereafter
occurring within the Southern Segment. The relocation is an effort to reduce the potential for conflicts in
the Northern Segment between shellfish aquaculture activities and the Federally Listed Red Knot (Calidris
canutus rufa), per the stipulations outlined in Conservation Measure No. 19-1. Conservation Measure No.
19-1 of the PBO specifically states that the NJDEP “shall develop a mini-grant program to financially
assist growers by offsetting some of the costs incurred from relocating and/or changing culturing practices
due to the provisions of the PBO.” The PBO also states that “the mini-grant funding program would be
established to assist with the relocation of currently permitted operations from the Northern Segment to the
Southern Segment and/or outside of Protected Areas.”
3.0 NJDEP Request for Applications
NJDEP is seeking applications from active oyster growers currently permitted to operate within the
Northern Segment of the Action Area along the Delaware Bayshore to apply for a grant through this Notice
of Funding Availability. This opportunity is specifically for those qualified growers who have a valid
shellfish aquaculture lease(s) (or have written permission to work a valid lease) in the Northern Segment
of the Action Area (as defined in the PBO) and have all necessary State and Federal permits to conduct
structural intertidal shellfish aquaculture activities. The NJDEP, as the Grantor, will be providing one-time
relocation assistance grants in an amount of up to $15,000 and a waiver of the ADZ application fee to assist
Northern Segment growers in the relocation of operations to the ADZ within the Southern Segment and
thereby reduce potential conflicts with the Federally Listed Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa).
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3.1 Eligible expenses include:
 Relocation Costs:
Costs associated with the physical relocation of deployed gear and structure from the Northern
Segment lease to the Southern Segment ADZ are eligible for reimbursement. Reimbursable costs
include contracting a commercial firm to handle relocation and/or associated costs incurred by
applicant to administer relocation (e.g., listing of hours and manpower costs of move), personal
costs including but not limited to, gasoline, mileage, rental of a truck or other equipment, and/or
hiring of personnel. The grantee will be required to provide full documentation of actual relocation
costs incurred (i.e., invoices from contractors, purchase orders, receipts, etc.) and/or;
 Farm Start Up and Equipment Costs:
Up to $7,500.00 or 50% of the total maximum grant amount (e.g., maximum of $7,500.00 for a
$15,000 grant) can also be used to: 1) purchase oyster seed (e.g., seed or oyster larvae) that may be
required to increase or maintain aquaculture production on the relocated farm; and/or 2) capital
equipment acquisition (e.g., purchasing power washers, sump pumps, trailers, small boats, upweller
systems, ATVs, on-bottom and water column cages, racks and bags, aquaculture production
purchases). Such equipment must have a minimum of a 3-year life expectancy.
3.2 Maximum Grant Amounts: Not to exceed $15,000.
3.3 Eligibility Requirements:
To be eligible to receive funding under this grant program, an applicant must submit a completed
application (below) and provide a copy of the following to NJDEP:
3.3.1

The applicant’s valid New Jersey commercial shellfish license;

3.3.2

The applicant’s Shellfish Aquaculture Permit issued by the NJDEP’s Bureau of Marine
Water Monitoring;

3.3.3

The applicant’s valid shellfish aquaculture lease administered through the NJDEP Division
of Fish and Wildlife, or a written permission to work a valid shellfish lease located within
the Northern Segment (include copy of current lease agreement and latest lease renewal)

3.3.4

The applicant’s valid USACE authorization/permit for intertidal structural aquaculture
(oyster farming for commercial purposes) for the lease located within the Northern
Segment;

3.3.5

The applicant’s valid State permit from the NJDEP’s Land Use Regulation Program for
intertidal structural aquaculture (oyster farming for commercial purposes) for the lease
located within the Northern Segment; and

3.3.6

The applicant’s valid Tidelands grant, lease or license.
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4.0 Grant Terms and Conditions:
In addition to the provisions and requirements of Section 3.0 above, in order for an applicant who has been
awarded a grant to receive reimbursement, the following grant conditions must also be successfully
satisfied:
4.1.1 By May 7, 2019, or as otherwise determined by the NJDEP in consultation with the
USFWS, physically transfer of all of Grantee’s Northern Segment shellfish aquaculture operations
to an ADZ lease located in the Southern Segment Aquaculture Development Zone 4 or other
approved lease within the Southern Segment
4.1.2 Adhere to all current Conservation Measures outlined (as updated or amended) in
accordance with the PBO, including but not limited to, no intertidal structures or gear on any
Northern Segment lease, grant, lot, or riparian from April 15 through June 7 annually (or as
otherwise determined by the NJDEP or other State or Federal regulatory or permitting agency).
4.1.3 Agreement to not apply for or modify any State or Federal permits associated with
intertidal aquaculture in the Northern Segment for the term of the PBO.
4.1.4 Agreement to not work for, consult with, or volunteer to assist in the filing of any State or
Federal permits associated with intertidal aquaculture in the Northern Segment for the term of the
PBO.
4.1.5 Agreement to not transfer any State or Federal permits associated with intertidal
aquaculture in the Northern Segment for the term of the PBO.
5.0 Reversion
If Grantee fails to comply with the provisions of Section 3.0 and 4.0 above, Grantee shall repay 50% of the
monies provided by this Grant to the Grantor within 180 days of official notice for Grantee’s failure to
fulfill compliance with all of the preceding terms, conditions and provisions. If applicable, NJDEP shall
terminate all ADZ leases held by the Grantee and Grantee must vacate leases within 180 days of official
notice.
6.0 Application Deadlines and Selection
To be considered for this grant, an application and required documentation must be submitted no later than
5:00 PM on MARCH 8, 2019 (postmarked, or stamped “received” if hand delivered) to:
Attention:

Jill Aspinwall
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Policy Implementation
401 East State Street, 7th Floor
PO Box 420, Mail Code 401-07B
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
Re: Aquaculture Grant Program
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Two (2) hard copies and one (1) electronic copy of a complete grant application and documentation must
be submitted. The electronic copy must be e-mailed to jill.aspinwall@dep.nj.gov with a subject heading of
“Aquaculture Grant Program.”
Grant Selection
Grant applications will be reviewed and evaluated based on completeness and submission of the required
information identified within this Request for Proposal.
Grant Awards will be made by MARCH 29, 2019
For additional information, contact Jill Aspinwall at the e-mail address above or call (609) 984-9736.
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Attachment A - Northern Segment of Action Area as delineated in the United States Fish and Wildlife’s Biological
Opinion on the Effects of Existing and Expanded Structural Aquaculture of Native Bivalves in Delaware Bay, Middle
and Lower Townships, Cape May County, New Jersey on the Federally Listed Red Knot (Calidris Canutus Rufa)
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Attachment B – Shellfish Aquaculture Grant Program Description – excerpted from the DEP’s Five Year Conceptual
Shellfish Enhancement Plan (pp 19-20) https://www.nj.gov/dep/opi/plans---reports.html

Shellfish Aquaculture Development - Shellfish Aquaculture Grant Program
Monies from the account may be used to fund activities that increase shellfish aquaculture productivity by
exploring new lease areas and providing funding to growers for upgrading or improving existing
operations and productivity and support MFA’s goals. The Department may also choose to develop a
grant application aimed at expanding aquaculture operations in the Delaware Bayshore region of the
State or other areas that are identified as priorities in a given year. The goals of the grant program may
be achieved by providing grants for one or more of the following actions:
1. Relocation of Northern Segment operations to the Southern Segment;
2. Purchase of new equipment to support the expansion of a Delaware Bayshore aquaculture operation;
3. Purchase, planting and maintenance of a specified number of oyster seed in New Jersey waters to
expand a Delaware Bayshore aquaculture operation;
4. Purchase, planting and maintenance of a specified number of hard clam seed in New Jersey waters to
expand an Atlantic Coast aquaculture operation; and/or
5. Additional shellfish aquaculture funding program(s) that are developed jointly and with the approval
of the Division of Land Use Regulation.
Request for Proposal and Grant Program Description
The Division oversees the State’s shellfish aquaculture leasing system that also includes Aquaculture
Development Zones (ADZs). ADZs are lease areas in which all necessary Federal, state and local permits
have been received by the State and which are now made available for private aquaculture operations.
These areas have been designed following significant industry stakeholder input. Currently, three ADZs
are established in Delaware Bay with all necessary permits secured by the Division. Through this type of
program (i.e., calling for grant applications), the Department would utilize the Department’s dedicated
account for Shellfish Habitat Mitigation to incentivize industry growth within New Jersey by providing
grant funds to purchase equipment and oyster seed for any permitted structural aquaculture activity. The
Department may also seek to incentivize relocation from the Northern Segment of the Delaware Bayshore
to the Southern Segment to reduce the potential for conflicts between expanding aquaculture operations
and use of the shore by horseshoe crabs and migrating shorebirds.
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Attachment C - Southern Segment of Action Area as delineated in the United States Fish and Wildlife’s Biological
Opinion on the Effects of Existing and Expanded Structural Aquaculture of Native Bivalves in Delaware Bay, Middle
and Lower Townships, Cape May County, New Jersey on the Federally Listed Red Knot (Calidris Canutus Rufa).
Expanded ADZ lease lots are designated as ‘ADZ Infill Expansion Priority 1’ and ‘Riparian Grant’.
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Attachment D – Conceptual layout of potential ADZ lease expansion.
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