
economic factors such as territory, transportation technology, food 
processing, and storage technology. ~nother important factor of the 
cultural environment involved settlement practices developed over 
a long period of indigenous occupation. 

In order to efficiently exploit or maximize the resource 
potential (Thomas et al. 1975), it is necessary to adopt settlemf>,nl 
types which assure that labor will be available to conduct procure
ment and processing activities at the most opportune times. Settle
m<~nt types known to have existed wi.thin the Middle Atlantic Coast 
include permanently occupied villages, semi-permanent base camps, 
seasonal camps (in terms of the season of harvest of certain natural 
foods), and transient campsites. With the exception of vil1ages, 
all of these settlement types should be present during the Early/ 
Middle Woodland occupation of the ImH~r and Outer Coastal Plains. 

The following is a discussion of major subsistence activities 
and associated settlement types of the Early/Middle Woodland Period 
ill coastal New Jersey. The discussion deals primarily with local 
topographical factors and does not necessarily exclude any par
ticular region of southern New Jersey as being occupied during the 
time period being considered (refer to Figure 6). 

Riverine Subsistence Orientation 

Archeological data from New Jersey (Cross 1941, 1956; Rier 
and Calverley 1957; Maunier 1974) indicate that coastal peoples were 
exploiting riverine resources during the Early/Middle Woodland 
Period. In addition to native fish and occasional shellfish, 
these resources included large numbers of anadromous fish that 
spawned seasonally in the upper reaches of tidal estuaries (avail
able from four to eight weeks depending upon the species). The 
exploitation of anadromous fish is limited to this brief period 
and depends upon the massing of large numbers of people for an 
effective harvest. This activity is done most efficiently from 
transient campsites unless topographical features create micro
environmental condit ions which can support more sedentary sett le
ment. Transient campsites are occupied for a short period of time 
by persons part icipating in specific economic and/or technological 
activities. 

The locations of these occupation sites are dependent upon the 
distribution of strategic resource procurement loci and the tech
nologies avai lab Ie to the Early/Midd Ie Wood land Ind ians • Cross 
0941. 1956) and Kier and Calverley (957) indicate that riverine 
fishing in coastal New Jersey was done with nets and fish weirs as 
well as with i.nd ividual and mult iple fish hooks and gorges. Thomas •
and Warren (1970) report that fish hooks were present at the 
Island Field Site Middle Woodland Complex in coastal Delaware. 
Netting was used during this period as is reflected by net-impressed 
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ceramic vessels. It is not certain, however, that the nets were 
associated with fishing, a1 though this is likely. The possibility 
of fish poisons has been noted in many historical accounts of native 
procurement practices during the Contact Period and this may have 
extended into the past. 

Anadromous fish spawn in the shallow waters at the upper 
reaches of tidewater drainage systems. Procurement is most cas ily 
effected when large numbers of fish can be concentrated into limited 
areas. Fish processing areas, represented archeologically by 
sites containing large "beds" of fire-cracked rock, are usually 
located near procurement sit es. The most advantageous locat ions, 
therefore, for occupat ional sites of riverine oriented peDples are 
near the middle to upper reaches of tidal streams at shallow points 
in the water course and where natural constrictions occur. The 
presence in the immediate area of high land for temporllry campsites 
and for the 'processing of fish foods is an additional factor to be 
considered in this predictive model. 

Anadromous fish procuring and processing sites during the 
Early/Middle Woodland Period wiU be located somewhat downstream 
from the most advantageous locations for Late Woodland and Contact 
Period fishermen. This is due to the rise in sea level as much as 
14 feet since the end of the Early/Hiddle Woodland (Kraft, Biggs, 
and Halsey 1978) which would. have greatly modified the present tidal 
situation. A study of occupation along Delaware's St.. Jones River 
has demonstrated the presence of fish procurement and processing 
activit ies of Early/Hiddle Wood land Periods in locat ions near, but 
somewhat downs tream from, the head of t idewat er. These De 1aware 
sites are often adjacent to smaller, freshwater streams. The same 
situation should prevail in New Jersey. 

Early/Middle Woodland fishing camps are a part of a sequence of 
sett lements occupied during the y<:Mrly procurement round. They must 
be considered with other types of settlements, such as those con
sidered below, in order to understand the total picture of r:arly/ 
Middle Woodland subsistence-settlement. 

EBtuar~ne/Bay Subsistence Orientation 

Although marine resources can be found along the lower reaches 
of tidal estuaries, within major saltwater bays, and along the ocean 
front, it is the first two locations that appear to have been most 
intensi vely exploi ted by Early /Midd le Wood land lnd ians of coastal 
New Jersey. In a major comprehensive study of Maryland's coastal 
zone, Wilkie and Thompson (1977) have found a similar situation 
existing throughout the prehistoric period in that area. The 
authors note that site dens ity of she 11 fish-us ing peoples is uniform 
throughout the study area except for " ... land fronting directly on 
Chesapeake Bay" (Wilkie and Thompson 1977 :88). They suggest that 
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the low density in these areas II ••• probably results not only from 
cultural factors, such as a possible preference for sheltered bays 
and coves, but also from the greater rate of shoreline erosion which 
typifies the Bay shoreline" (ibid). 

It is likely that New Jersey marine-oriented resource procure
ment occurred primari ly in estuaries and sheltered coves or bays. 
Shellfish are usually more numerous in such areas although the ocean 
beaches would support a sizable shell fish popu lat ion. Unfortu
nately, as is the case in the State of Maryland, it is not possible 
to test this hypothesis since Early/Middle Woodland shorelines have 
been eroded away or innundated by rising sea levels. 

In Delaware, a considerable effort has been expended on locat
ing and invest igat ing coastal shellfish procurement and processing 
sites. Although these types of sites may not have been recognized 
as seasonal marine resource procuring sites, they were the subject 
of excavations by early avocational archeologists. One such site, 
the Wolf Neck Site, a shell midden, was selected by the State of 
Delawsre's Section of Archeology for detailed examination (Griffith 
and Artusy 1974). The subsequent research report reves led a con
tinuous occupation of the site during the Early and Middle Woodland 
Periods with st rat i ficat ion ex ist ing within the midden. The midden 
had been situated along the shore of an inland bay. However, during 
excavation, it was covered almost entirely by marsh deposits. 
Excavation was hindered by water seeping into excavation units. 

Sites such as the Wolf Neck Shell Midden exist in southern New 
Jersey. The Tuckerton Shell Mound (Cross 1941) is perhaps the best 
known. The Tuckerton Site is located within a coastal marsh pro
tected from the ocean shore by a sandy beach now stabilized by a 
shore road. During its occupation, the shell mound was adjacent to 
a tidal estuary and was on the shores of an inland bay. Its occupa
tion from the Archaic Period through much of the Woodland is indica
tive of the stability of the shellfish resources of the area. 
Shellfish procurement and processing sites exist throughout the 
shellfish habitat region of southern New Jersey and should be 
searched for in areas adjacent to open bays and estuaries, and on 
the banks of former open water areas which may now be marshlands. 

Other Early/Middle Woodland marine-oriented sites should be 
found on shorelines of the Atlantic Ocean and the Delaware Bay. 
These sites will usually be small procurement stations perhaps 
utilized in the pursuit of ocean fish, crabs, shellfish, and 
other marine food resources. The presence of an accas ional large 
Early/Middle Woodland occupation on the shoreline may be explained 
by former topographical conditions. It is important to consider the 
fact that marine beaches are quite unstable and present conditions 
may not necessarily reflect those of a millenium ago. 
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Land-Based Subsistence Orientation 

Land-based floral and faunal resources remnined a dt~pendable 

source of food for prt~historic occupants of southern New Jersey 
and were a significant factor in Early/Middle i.,Toodland economies. 
Among the most notable land-based resources were deer and nuts. 
Other land fauna and such floral items as fruits, roots, and fleshy 
plants were exploited although it is not thought that activities 
associated with their procurement were dominant in any Early/Middle 
Woodland subsistence program. The scheduling of resaurCf:: procure
ment activities, the settlement systems that were associated with 
them, and th{~ distribution of natural food resources within the 
coastal plain were the subject of an investigation conducted in 
Delaware (Thomas et a1. 1975). This study indicated that settle
ments were dependent upon major food resources and that, although a 
wide range of foods may be exploited by a people, their procurement 
was usually fit into 8 schedule based upon the availability of the 

. maJor resources (fish,·shellfish, nuts, deer). 

Land-based resource exploitation occupation sites can be found 
1n areas wher"e it was efficient to hunt and gather. Efficiency 
involves obtaining the maximum resources for the least amount 
of effort. Areas in wh ich several resource hab itat s overlap and are 
the most dense are those with the heaviest site density. In the 
case of deer, it can be expected that seasonal and/or transient 
campsites will exist along the edges of upland flats or in zones of 
maximum habitat variation. Deer tend to congregate at certain 
seaSons in areas of heavy undergrowth. This provides them with both 
food ,1nd protection during periods of sparse plant growth and during 
periods when they congregate for purposes of mat ing. Nuts, on the 
other hand, are available in the fall and early winter when crops 
ripen. Nuts, such as hickory, acorn, and walnut, are found in areas 
of mature growth, usually in well-drained uplands. 

A potentially major food resource used by Early/Middle Woodland 
Indians is that of horticultural products. The evidence for the 
practice of plant -cultivation in New Jersey, and indeed along the 
Middle Atlantic Coast, is indirect and somewhat speculative. 
Consequently, it is not possible at this time to demonstrate that 
horticulture 15 an integral part of any Early/Middle Woodland 
subsistence system. There is evidence that horticulture modified 
the socio-economic and the settlement patterns of the period; 
however, this remains to be further explored. 

Land-based subsistence oriented archeological manifestations 
of the Early/Middle Woodland Period have been reported for the 
entire southern New Jersey coastal plain. For the most part, these 
sites appear to be small, seasonal, or transient campsites utilized 
by peoples procur ing local resources. They are represented in the 
archeological record by projectile points, knives, scrapers, and 
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other fauna I food process ing tools I by f i re.-craked rocks. hammer
stones, and other items used in processing such floral foodstuffs as 
nut s and root s. No semi -perm.1nent base camps of thi s period have 
been identified in inland areas except those that can be explained 
as due to riverine economic orientation. 

Non-Subsistence Based Sites 

There are aboriginal sites of the Early/Middle Woodland Period 
that do not appear to he directly related to any of the above 
subsistence activities. In fact, these sites are not subsistence
related at all; rather, they seem to be mortuary sites exhibiting 
evidence of elaborate reI ig ious and bur i al pract ices. Mortuary 
sites are known from southern New Jersey for earlier temporal 
periods (Regensburg. personal communication). Sites of this nature 
have been reported throughout much of the Middle At landc Cons tal 
Plai.n (Thomas 1970; FOJ;d 1976; Mounier n.d.) and they exhibit 
cert.'l in trai ts in common. 

Mortuary sites of the Early/Middle Woodland usually contained 
burials of more than one type: single flexed; single extended; 
bundle; crema:..ion; etc. Often the burials are accompanied by 
grave furnishings made of exotic materials and/or non-local styles. 
Sites are located in areas of previous and later occupations by 
prehistoric peoples but most often do not contain surface indica
tions of the mortuary practices. In several cases, indications of 
Early/Middle Woodland mortuary sites exist in areas with no other 
evidence of preh istoric occupat ion. These sites are usually d is
covered as a result of plowing, natural erosion, or because of 
ground disturbance due to road construct ion. house building, or 
other grading activities. 

It is impossible to predict the locations of all mortuary 
sites. Based on characteristics common to most sites of this nature 
that have been found to date, it does seem that purposeful selection 
of high, well-drained promontories that overlook open bodies of 
wat~,r and/or marsh is likely. The New Jersey coastal plain has 
locations that fit these criteria and, until more information can be 
recovered, it is necessary to consider all these areas as potential 
Early/Hiddle Woodland mortuary sites. The distribution of known 
southern New Jersey sites does not allow archeologists to link the 
potential occurrenCe of these sites to particular drainage systems. 

Summary 

Earl y IHidd 1e Wood land cuI ttl r a 1 resources .'lppear to be dis t ri
buted over the southern New Jersey landscape in definable patterns. 
These conc~,ntrations are due to the es tab 1 ishment of special i zed 
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activity and occupst ion centers which reflect the subsistence
settlement systems then in use. The identification of the types of 
suhsistence and settlement activities engaged in will allow an 
understanding of the evident patterns. 

Sites are occupied and used for various spans of time and for a 
variety of reasons. Previously, it was suggested that Early/Middle 
Woodland peoples engaged in fishing, shellfishing, hunting, gather
ing, and perhaps, horticulture for thf~ purposes of providing them
selves with nourishment. The following occupation/activity centers 
can be expected: 

1.	 Fishing Stations. Sites should be found near the head of tide
water (some distance downstream from present limits). They 
should be located on well-drained uplands near the natural 
constrictions of streams and, when possible, near smaller 
streams entering the major waterway. Larger New Jersey 
streams should have fishing camps upstream from tidewater; the 
siginficant factor here i.s the presence of shallow water and 
natural constrictions. Fishing stations may offer evidence of 
fish procurement and processing such as fire-cracked rock used 
in cooking, fish net weights, gorges and hooks, and, when the 
preservation is good, fish scales and bones. Fishing stations 
may be part ially or totally inundated due to r is ing seas and 
the covering of marshlands encroaching on previously dry 
areas. 

2.	 Shellfish Middens. Middens containing the remains of count-
Ies s oys t er and clam mea I s wi 11 usually be found on the banks 
of existing open water as well as along former bays that are 
now part ially filled in with marsh growth. These sites wi 11 
often take the form of low-lying mounds and are recognized 
easily. In other cases, such as at Wolfs Neck in Delaware, 
middens will be shallow and broad and will have been partially 
hidden by marshland and slope wash from higher upland erosion. 
Middens 0 f the mound type can be found in many southern New 
Jersey marsh.es especially on the Atlantic Coast side of the 
state. Artifacts are not numerous but the econo'mic data 
existing within these mounds and, "sheet" middens make them 
valuable resources. 

3.	 Huntin&/Gathering Camps. Transient or seasonal campsites may 
be expected in any of the natural habitats of the resources 
being procured. In the case of deer hunting camps, they may be 
expected in or near upland flats at the headwaters of the 
coastal plain streams. The Early/Middle Woodland ctl.mpsites 
should be situated in areas near former Archaic campsites since 
the distribution of the wet, wooded flats would not have 
changed appreciably between the two periods of time. Being 
specialized procurement spots, these sites should contain 
artifacts used ror purposes of food procurement, processing, 
and camp living during periods in which these sites were 
occupied. 
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4.	 Base Camps. Semi-permanent occupation sites are lived in for 
most, if not all, of the year. They are occupied by persons 
,,,ithin the society who are not necessari 1y involved, at the 
time, in specialzed procurement and processing activities as 
,,,ell as by those people '-'ho have returned with their gathered 
resourCt-~s from the specialized camps. Early/Middle Woodland 
base camps may be located in areas from which the various items 
on the yearly diet can be exploited most effectively. In such 
cases, all artifact types associated with the resources 
should be found during excavation. 

5.	 Mortuary SiteB. Sites of mortuary ceremonialism are often lo
cated near recognizable base camps of Early/Middle Woodland 
peoples although they rarely overlap. Burials can provide 
the archeologist with a considerable amount of data about such 
things as belief systems, social organization, trade, and 
technology. 

Once. these various occupation and specialized activity stations 
h,lVe been ident ifled and analyzed, the task of recons truet ion can 
begin. It is first necessary to identify those cultural complexes 
or phases that existed in New Jersey's coastal plain, and to inven
tory and interpret their material remains. After this is done to 
the satisfaction of those investigators working not only in New 
Jersey but also in other parts of the Middle Atlantic Coastal Plain, 
and once these identified and inventoried cultural phases can be 
related to others identified in nearby areas, then it is possible to 
begin to interpret economic practices and means by which coastal 
plain populations interacted with the changing microenvironments. 

The coastal plain of southern New Jersey is certainly not 
unique but the manner in which prehistoric peoples of this area 
interacted with the vastly different peoples of the coastal plains 
to the south and the north as well as the interiors of northern New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York, is certain to be a subject of 
importance in any investigation of intercultural and interareal 
communications. 

Research Problems 

Based upon the preceding review of the Early/Middle Woodland 
1n New Jersey, it is obv ious that the period exh ibi ts cons iderable 
cu lture change and variety. A number of the major research ques
t ions recognized current ly by preh istorians are 1 isteel be low. It 
should be noted that research orientations are changing const~ntly 
and one can expect this list to require revision periodically. 

In order to deal with these and future research problems, it 1S 

necessary to determine the range of sites utilized by each pre
historic population (i.e. the settlement system). This knowledge 
1S a1 so of importance for cuI tural resource management dec is ion
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making as it will providt~ a sound basis for determining the rela
tive significance of particular archeological sites. Such knowl
edge can come only from field testing of archeological hypotheses. 

1.	 What cultural and environmental factors brought about the 
beginnin~ of th":..J;:}'lrly!Middle Woodland in New J.erse;r? Are 
there any factors that existed in New Jersey that differed 
from the general factors responsible for this movement through
out the rest of the eastern United States? 

2.	 What role did microenvironmental changes play in cultural 
chan~e? During the Early/Middle Woodland Period, subtle 
changes in New Jersey's environment may have occurred that 
played significant roles in cultural change. Coordination 
between archeologists and paleoenvironmentalists must be 
encouraged. Sea level change should be given emphasis in 
these studies. 

3.	 What is the settlement system associated with the earliest 
of the recognized cultural".components of the Early/Middle 
Woodland? How can we relate Neadowood and Middlesex burials to 
known settlement systems? 

4.	 What is the nature of the Abbott Phase trade system? Did 
the Abbott Phase people engage In an interaction sphere 
related to that of the Mid-West peoples of the Early and 
Middle Woodland Periods? How do we explain the presence 
of exotic artifacts and ceremonial practices at the Abbott 
Farm Site? 

5.	 What is the origin and distribution of earliest ceramic~? 

How did the presence of two different ceramic traditions 
within New Jersey come about and how did these traditions 
change? 

6.	 What is the relationship between the Early/Middle W~)Odland 

cultural complexes in New Jersey and similar, related complexes 
in the rest of the Middle Atlantic Region? Are there any 
distinctive characteristics associated with the Early/Middle 
Woodland of New Jersey? 

7.	 What significance did cultigens have in Early/Middle Wood
land subsistence systems? Was the pract ice of plant cult iva
tion instrumental in the development of the Early/ Middle 
Woodland and did it lead to the recognizable changes that 
occurred between the Early/Middle and Late Woodland Periods? 

8.	 What led to the development of th~ Late Woodland regional 
variants? Not only is there a more obvious difference between 
cultural complexes during the Late Woodland of New Jersey but 
this period seems to have been a time when manifestations in 
the state differed significantly from those of other regions. 
What factors brought about the apparent breakdown in the 
Early/Middle Woodland regional inter~ction sphere? 
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Survev. Priorities 

The future of ilrch(~ologiea I research in New Jersey must be 
considered not only in re 1at ionship to sets of research ques t ions 
and the development' of research des igns but must take into account 
those problems that are being brought about by factors of modern 
change. It is obvious that the data base is being threatened by 
construction of highways, urban sprawl, housing developments, and 
other more subtle impacts. The following discussion considers the 
nature of the potent ial impacts to the data base and recommends 
survey priorities for adoption by private and governmental agencies. 

POTENtiAL IMPACTS TO CULTURAL RESOURCES 

The basic threats to the Early/Middle Woodland sites of New 
Jersey are the same as those threatening all other archeological 
resources throughout the state. The emphas is may d iffer bet~een 

northern and southern New Jersey, however, due to the differential 
distribution of resources over the landscape. For instance, Early/ 
Middle Woodland shell middens of the Inner and Outer Coastal Plain 
are usually found in ar(~as little used by modern farmers who cul
tivate large numbers of acres in upland areas. The slopes of 
uplands and the flat marshlands in which shell middens often occur 
would not receive much stress from modern agricultural practices. 
In contrast, other Early/Middle Woodland resources are threatened by 
urban sprawl and housing developments especially in areas adjacent 
to the modern urban centers of Camden, Trenton, and Newark, among 
others. 

Mortuary sites are often located on well-drained knolls. These 
knolls are usually comprised of readily obtainable sands and 
gravels and, therefore, are often utilized for construction purposes 
as borrow areas. The same areas are preferred sites of modern rural 
homesites and many have been destroyed by the construction of these 
homes (see Mounier n.d.). 

Those stresses felt to be espec.ially threatening to Early/ 
Middle Woodland cultural resources are as follows: 

1.	 Agricultural practices. Most, if not all, upland sites in 
the Piedmont and the Inner and Outer Coastal Plains have 
been, or are now being, farmed. Current deep plowing practices 
are likely to disturb the integrity of base camps and mortuary 
sites of the Early/Middle Woodland Period; 

2.	 Modern construction. Whether for highway, sewer, or housing 
developments, construct ion on an archeological site is almost 
certain to destroy that resource; 
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3.	 Natural agencies. Since many of the aboriginal sites of 
the Early7Middie Woodland are located in river floodplains or 
along rivers and bay shores, they are gradually eroded into the 
encroaching waters. Sites of this nature that have been 
destroyed in the past possibly outnumber those rem::lining to be 
discovered. This increases the significance of the remaining 
sites; and 

4.	 Non-discriminate diggin~. There still remaing some threat 
to the cultural reSOurce base due to excavations by persons who 
are not skilled in, or concerned with, salvaging the research 
data. This thre,3t becomes even more pertinent when an Early/ 
Middle Woodland site has been located and made known to the 
general public or when the potenti.'1lity of the site location 1S 
recognized. Mortuary sites, with their exotic grave goods of 
Early/Middle Woodland derivation, are especially threatened by 
this problem. 

RECOMHENDATIONS FOR .SURVEY 

The following recommendat ions do not canst itute the only types 
of survey that should be engaged in by archeologists. They do, 
however. constitute especially erit ieal needs as identified in the 
prececl ing discuss ion. These recommendations sho\! ld .1llow for the 
complet ion of test studies which may result In the refining of 
survey needs. 

1.	 All wetland/upland interfaces should be subjected to investiga
t ion ei ther through sample surveys at various represent at ive 
locations throughout the State of New Jersey or by requirements 
that cultural resource surveys be cognizant of the potential 
presence of Early/Middle Wood land sites at these locat ions. 
The presence of slope wash situations along marsh fringes will 
require subsurface testing. The existence of deeply buried 
Early/Middle Woodland sites in the larger river floodplains 
supports the need for subsurface tes ting at these locat ions. 

2.	 Due to the changes in the coast 1 ine of southern New Jersey 
brought about by rises in sea level. it should be required that 
·any	 programs which may impact underwater lands be subjected to 
intens ive survey. Early/Middle Woodland sites may have been 
inundated since the economy of these people was closely related 
to riverine and marine resource exploitation. 

3.	 Surveys should be instituted in any areas in which lithic re
sources are likely to occur. These surveys are significant to 
the interpretation of cultural interaction and should be 
undertaken in a systematic manner. rather than as a response to 
impending impact. Surveys of this nature will likely be 
restricted to known outcrops. Coordination with geologists 
will be necessary. 
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4.	 Due to the fact that mortuary sites are not often recognized by 
surface Lnd ieat ions, it is necessary to recommend· that survey 
be undertaken prior to any construction activity that may 
destroy a natural knoll. of well drained soil th;:ltis adjacent 
to a river, a marsh, or a bay. Survey for these types of 
Early/Middle Woodland sites will, of course, require subsurface 
testing. Efficient means can be established for this type of 
tes t ing survey. It is also recommended that, in area.s of known 
mortuary sites, knolls be induded in a survey program initi 
ated prior to any development or construction activities. lbis 
survey program can be initiated as a research activity under 
the general survey and planning program sponsored by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer. 

Conc 10n 

The archeological record fronl New Jersey has 'been reviewed and 
indica.tions are that Earlv/Middle Woodland cultural activity was 
relatively dense. The res~urces derived from the occupation "sites 
of this period vary widely and are found throughout the state. The 
task of planners and preservationists is to locate and identify 
these resources and to take appropr iat e measures to assure their 
conservation. 

Early/Middle Woodland cultural resources, like all others, are 
distributed in a patterned manner. That pattern is based upon 
economic pursuits and supportive settlement activities. This paper 
cont ai ns the s ugges t ion that pre servat ion ef fort s s hou Id be con
centrated in those microenv ironmental se tt ings or zones wh ich are 
likely to have supported Early/Middle Woodland peoples. These 
settings include loci that are strategically located for the pro
curement and processing of fish, shellfish, deer, nuts, and.horti 
cultural products, as well as non-ed ible resources such as lithic 
materials, grasses and reeds for basketry, sources of clay for 
ceramics and other commodities. Also to be included on this list 
are areas of potential mortuary sites. 

The concern for the conservation of cultural resources of all 
periods and peoples is a necessary part of the historic preservation 
process. The Early/ Middle Woodland resources of New Jersey are, 
perhaps, especially deserving of attention. Since so little is 
known about this time period and since what little is known indi
cates that a relatively complex series of cultural systems (reli 
gious, social, interregional communications, etc.) exist in the data 
base, it is critical that this important part of New Jersey's 
cultural heritage be preserved. Although the Abbott Farm National 
Historic District stands out as a preservation priority, field 
surveys are needed to ident ify other "resources wh ich should be 
preserved to permit reconstruct ion and understanding of the Early/ 
Middle Woodland Period in New Jersey and the Mid-Atlantic area. 
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