Southern pine beetle: wreaking havoc in the Pinelands

The quick-moving southern pine beetle endangers our pine forests across the southern part of New Jersey. While a beetle that measures smaller than a grain of rice may seem unassuming, this destructive pest killed 21,000 acres (33 square miles) of New Jersey trees over the past two years. 
After beetles attack, the tree dies within a month. The dead tree quickly becomes a hazard; limbs may fall and injure a person or damage a home. Dead trees also increase wildfire probability and severity. 

If not controlled, the beetle spreads to surrounding pines. Popcorn-like sap on the bark, called pitch tubes, is often the most noticeable external symptom of a tree infested with the beetle. An infested tree’s crown will turn from a healthy green to yellow, red, and finally, brown. Under the bark you will find S-shaped galleries from the beetle larvae and dark stains from fungus. Often you will not see the actual beetles on an affected tree. 

Everyone can do their part:  look out for beetle-infested trees and report them to State Forestry Services. To deter beetles, landowners should thin their forest, which keeps trees healthy and resilient. Landowners with five acres or more of property affected by the beetle may be eligible for grants or cost-share opportunities through State Forestry Services. 
State Forestry Services continues to implement southern pine beetle management practices. With the cooperation and vigilance of New Jersey residents on the look out for the beetle, infestations may be controlled more quickly before the beetle spreads. 

Working together, we can save New Jersey’s pinelands from this destructive beetle. Visit www.southernpinebeetle.nj.gov for more on this beetle, grant opportunities, or to report a sighting.
