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Blue Comet Day 2020

The locomotive from the Lionel Blue Comet Train set
from the collection of David Cramer

The third annual Blue Comet Day was held on February 22™ to commemorate the
91% inaugural run of the iconic train. The Blue Comet ran from 1929 to 1941 with
twice daily trips between New York (via ferry to Jersey City) and Atlantic City. The
Historic Central Railroad of New Jersey Terminal hosted an all day event that
attracted a multi-generational audience.

The All Aboard! morning program for children explored the distinctive features of
locomotive engines; cab, chimney, engine, wheels, cow catcher, whistle, bell and
lantern, and the Blue Comet’s color, sound and speed. For a take-home craft, the
children made a blue card stock locomotive engine, and each received a wooden
train whistle. The program culminated with a “train parade” around the second-floor
balcony with the children proudly displaying their engines and tooting their
whistles!

Charlton Swingle, a student from Hunterdon County, gave a new presentation this
year, “A Virtual Ride on The Blue Comet”. Charlton demonstrated how to use a
train simulator app to build The Blue Comet train. He ended the program with The
Blue Comet riding through a snowstorm, recreating the winter weather on the
inaugural run, 91 years ago.

(continued on next page)
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Original artifacts from the collection of Matthew Funk were again on
loan for the event, and the Whippany Railway Museum set up a
display of their Blue Comet artifacts and memorabilia. Visitors were
able to view Blue Comet tickets, schedules, advertising brochures
~and flyers, newspaper articles, photographs, matchbooks, postcards,

_ blueprints and even a paper cup with the Blue Comet logo printed on
it! Debris from the Chatsworth accident was also on display.

David Cramer, the great-great grandson of a Blue Comet engineer,
brought his family’s Lionel Blue Comet train set and displayed the
gold pocket watch his great-great grandfather used during his many
years of service to the CRRNJ.

The history of The Seashore’s Finest
Train on display

Returning this year, Anthony Puzzilla, author of New Jersey Central’s Blue Comet (2017), narrated The
Blue Comet Movie, and spoke about Locomotive 592’s special connection with The Blue Comet. He was
available for questions, autographs and pictures. Copies of
his book were available for purchase.

Tom Gallo, Secretary of the CRR of NJ Historical Society,
moderated a presentation in the Blue Comet auditorium.
Archival footage of CNIJ rolling stock was shown along with
an informative discussion with several CNJ veterans. The
audience experienced how first-hand accounts bring history
to life - an enjoyable trip down memory lane!
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Participants received blue silk carnation boutonnieres,
generously donated by The Friends of Liberty State Park, in
remembrance of Blue Comet conductor Joe Ross who wore
a fresh blue carnation in his lapel.

CNJ Veterans pose outside Track 10, where the

. . journey aboard the Blue Comet would begin
Hanging in the concourse next to Track 10, where The Blue

Comet arrived and departed, is a 12’ photographic image from 1928. In the photo, Conductor Joe Ross and
Engineer John Wait pose in front of The Blue Comet engine 831. The photo truly captures the size and
majesty of the engine, making it an ideal spot for participants to pose in front of for their own photo-op!
Many thanks to Joel Rosenbaum and Tom Gallo for donating the photograph used to make this backdrop.

The day concluded with a showing of the 2009 documentary by Robert A. Emmons Jr., Deluxe: The Tale
of the Blue Comet.

Because of the continued success of our Blue Comet Day, Liberty State Park is already anticipating the
Blue Comet’s 92nd anniversary celebration in February 2021! Individuals or groups interested in
participating in next year’s event may contact the park’s interpretive staff at Ispnaturecenter@dep.nj.gov.
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Life Under a Log by Alexis O’Callahan

® Sometimes it takes a closer look to find the most
interesting signs of life. Down in the soil, that we often
g take for granted, communities of animals are hard at

A work decomposing, or breaking down, organic matter.

exploring under rocks and logs, we can develop an
§ appreciation for these creatures.

# Though bugs tend to be humans’ least favorite critters,

d this diverse group of fauna provides important services

' for the environment. Worms, woodlice, and spiders,

1 examples of common dirt dwellers at Liberty State Park,
What wonders can be discovered under a log? share habitats but belong to markedly different phyla, or
groups, meaning they are not closely related. There is an
incredible variety of these invertebrates. Arthropods, the group to which bugs belong,

represents over 80% of all animal species on earth. (Department of Systematic Biology).

Given the strong diversity of arthropods, surveying the soil for
life can be an exciting exercise for budding naturalists. The
darker and damper the ground, the higher the chances are for
encountering these creatures. When peeking under rocks and
logs, a field guide or naturalist phone app can help identify any
unfamiliar species scurrying about. Aside from the joys of
identification, quietly observing soil communities also gives
valuable insight into the secret lives of these invertebrates.

Many species of bugs can be beneficial members of their
ecosystems. Most notably, arthropods and earthworms help
maintain soil structure. Termites and earthworms aid in
breaking down waste, and many bugs that live in the soil help | Carefullylifting a log can reveal a hidden world
recycle nutrients like carbon (Usman et al. 2016, p 258). These below

organisms help keep their ecosystems stable through these

services, and without them, their environments would be subjected to incalculable risks.

The ecological contributions of these tiny soil dwellers are
often invisible to the casual observer. Bugs can be slow and
sometimes nearly undetectable. Close examination and

b observation can foster our gratitude for these unsung

Department of Systematic Biology, Entomology Section. “Numbers of Insects (Species
y and
A Individuals).” Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural History,

3 Concise
Communication.” Eurasian Journal of Soil Science (Ejss), vol. 5, no. 4, 2016, p. 255.,
doi:10.18393/ejss.2016.4.255-265.

Many species make their homes under a log
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Volunteers Making an Impact: An Update on the Richard J.
Sullivan State Natural Area Restoration By Stephen Kuzminski

Volunteers continue to take back the Richard J. Sullivan State Natural Area from the invasive plant
species that have flourished since Superstorm Sandy. No effort has been more instrumental in this
endeavor than that of the Trailblazers volunteer corps.

Trailblazers are individuals from the local community who give their time and hard work to help restore
and maintain the natural areas of the park. Since the establishment of the Trailblazers program in early
2019, the number of volunteers through the Nature Center have just about doubled from the previous year.

Trailblazers meet a few Sundays a month. Their work can be intensive but is always rewarding. Just
recently they cleared 4,000 square feet of trailside land from porcelain berry vines that had overwhelmed
the area, choking out most other plants. There are plans in place to plant a grove of native trees here in the
coming months that will provide food and shelter to birds and other wildlife that visit the park.

Individuals and groups who would like to volunteer their time to help restore the Richard J. Sullivan State
Natural Area can contact the Liberty State Park Nature Center at LSPNatureCenter@dep.nj.gov or call us
at 201-915-3400 ext. 202.

R

Trailblazers volunteers
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Black Skimmers by Patricia Hilliard

A big black and white bird with long wings comes gliding across the
bay. Its bright orange and black bill dips down into the waves, slicing
the water. What’s going on here?

It’s a black skimmer trawling for fish. This peculiar looking bird can be
seen searching the waters in Liberty State Park most summers. In
.. winter, black skimmers head south to the shoreline along Florida,
- Louisiana and Texas. Nesting is usually done on isolated beaches that
have some grass and shells. Nesting alongside terns helps the black
A “skimming” black skimmer skimmers to keep predators such as gulls and raccoons from destroying
Photo by John Dunstan their eggs or taking their chicks. The parents take turns incubating the
eggs. The nest, which consists of a depression in the sand, may have
from one to five eggs. These eggs take up to twenty-five days to hatch. To feed the chicks, the parents
catch fish in their bills then regurgitate the broken fish into the bills of their young.

B

Black skimmer population has been on the decline. They rely
heavily on protected beaches for reproduction, where their eggs will
not be inadvertently destroyed by beachgoers. Higher tides and more &
severe storms also pose an increased threat to nest sites. NJ Fish and
Wildlife lists black skimmers as an endangered species in this state.

What’s in a name? Black Skimmers are called Rynchops niger, in Several black skimmers flying in a row
Latin, which translates roughly into black bill-face. The bird was Photo by John Dunstan

called a “cut water” by early ornithologists. In 1773 naturalist
Thomas Pennant suggested the name “skimmer,” which has been used ever since.

Black skimmers are frequent summer visitors to Liberty State Park. They can often be seen foraging over
the waters or resting along the shorelines at Caven Point or the Richard J. Sullivan Natural Area.

The Dictionary of American Bird Names, Emest A. Choate, © 1973 Gambit Publishing, Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 78-144340
NJ Fish and Wildlife: https://www.state.nj.us/dep/few/tandespp.htm

National Audubon: https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/black-skimmer

All About Birds: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/blkski/

Liberty State Park Dedicated License Plate

With the purchase of Liberty State Park license plates, you will be 'D NEWJersey V]

supporting the continued improvement of New Jersey’s premier urban

state park. Your dollars help to maintain and restore historic structures ks L

like the CRRNJ Terminal, provide for upgrades to the Nature Center, 3 '
create wildlife habitat, increase recreational opportunities, and so much °

Please consider becoming part of our community of supporters. For more information or to order your plates
today, please visit your nearest NJ Motor Vehicle Agency or visit on line at http://www.state.nj.us/mvc/
Vehicle/Liberty.htm, or by phone at (888) 486-3339. Thank you for your support.

more.

In 2016, license plate funds were used to install 50 new flag poles
along Freedom Way which will display the 50 state flags.
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Greetings from the Garden

% In 2002, the Friends of Liberty State Park started the Volunteer Garden
& Program. Volunteers planted red and white mums and blue violets as
Y part of the park’s response to the loss of lives on September 11th.

| The Garden Program has expanded to include another sixteen areas in
the park. Coordinated by park gardener, Rosemarie Cuillerier, the
e program employs hundreds of Volunteers throughout the year.

Volunteering at Liberty State Park
Volunteers hard at work in one of the provides an ()pp()rtunity to improve i3
park’s flower beds the environment while enjoying all
the park has to offer. Working
together helps to keep open spaces like Liberty State Park full of beauty
and wildlife! Park patrons often stop by to admire the hard work of our
volunteers, and ask how they can lend a hand!

If you or your organization would like to participate in the garden
program, please feel free to contact Rosemarie at 201-915-3418 or email

Rosemarie.Cuillerier@dep.nj.gov. Some of the many flowers
planted by volunteers

Friends of Liberty State Park

Liberty State Park would like to thank the Friends of Liberty State Park for a generous donation of blue silk
carnations, which were distributed as part of Blue Comet Day on February 22nd, 2020. The Friends also
provided refreshments for the Blue Comet Day presenters.

Upcoming events for The Friends of Liberty State Park: Subject to change

Friends' 2nd annual 5K Run and Fun Run: Saturday, June 20", 2020. The Fun Run will begin at 9:00 AM
and the 5K will begin at 9:30 AM. The course will start and finish on the south end of the Liberty State Park
waterfront. Runners will enjoy inspiring vistas of Lady Liberty, Ellis Island, the Manhattan skyline, and New
York Harbor! The race check-in tables will be located at Flag Plaza outside the Park Office of Liberty State
Park. The address for the race start and parking is 200 Morris Pesin Drive, Jersey City, NJ 07305. Free
parking will be available in Lot #4 outside the Park Office.

For more information about the above events or the Friends of Liberty State Park, please email Sam Pesin
at pesinliberty@earthlink.net or call 201-792-1993. Also, be sure to check out the Friends’ website at
www.folsp.org, on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FriendsofLibertyStatePark, and on Instagram at

www.instagram.com/friendsoflibertystatepark.
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What’s Happening at Liberty State Park?

Saturday, September 12th
Empty Sky Memorial 5K
New Jersey 9/11 Memorial
Foundation

n1911memorial.org/event/save

-the-date-2020/

Saturday, September 19th
NJ Recovery Walk*Rally
New Jersey Recovery
Advocates
newjerseyrecoveryadvo-
cates.com

Sunday, September 20th
2020 Newport Liberty Half-
Marathon

NYCRUNS
nycruns.com/races/?
race=nycruns-newport-half-
marathon

Saturday, September 26th
Walk for Wishes
Make-a-Wish Foundation
www.nj.wish.org/news-and-

events

Saturday, October 3rd
2020 Walk to Fight
Alzheimer’s
Alzheimer’s New Jersey
www.alznj.org/

Sunday, October 4th

Carlos Negron Memorial
Run
runsignup.com/Race/NJ/
JerseyCity/
CarlosNegronMemorialRun

Saturday, October 17th
JDRF One Walk

Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation
www.walk.jdrf.org

Saturday, October 24th
Glow Walk & Run
Epilepsy Foundation of NJ
www.efnj.com/

Sunday October 25th
Making Strides Walk
American Cancer Society

http://
makingstrideswalk.org/
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