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Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and Energy
Division of Responsible Party site Remediation

Bureau of Emergency Response
Region :I

INVESTIGATION

Case *: 91-08-22-1249-59 File #:
Date: 8/22/91

Investigator: Matthew Garamone
Wade Wiarda Time Arrived: 1340

Time Departed: 1440Location: Demolition Site
Aadress: 900 McArter Hwy & Center St., Newark N.J.
Responsible Party: Housing Authority of the City of Newark
Mailing Address: 57 SUssex Ave., Newark N.J. 07103

Location Phone #: None
Het,lth Dept. Rep: Bob Swales - New/ark OEM
('.eiginof Complaint: Joe Bi ilnco - Housing

Authority of N~wark

Phone # 201-733-3664
Phone # 201-430-2276

'::'.ture c.-f Complaint: Demolition of ,~:d~'i:.jl1g structures at incident
Jo~~tion resulting in damage to and leakage from drums stored in and~round demolished structures.

~indiugs: DER Region r responded to Newark to investigate the report
I~f ths release of unknown -liquids into the ground and al~o entering
Lhe Passaic niver at the incident location. Inspectors Garamone and
\":iardamet with the following personnel at the incident location:

Bob Swales/Bob Penn - Newark OEM
Anthony Apostoli~a - Newark HazMat/Fire Dept.
Joseph Bianco - Housing Authority af the City

of Newark
Alvin Zach - Newark Dept. of Engineering

Be~ween 8/21/91 and 8/22/91 three vacant brick btlildings located
behind Newark Stamp & Dye at 900 McArter Hwy. and Center St. were
demolished by the Newark Dept. of Engineering. These structures
have been owned by the Newark Housing Authority for approximately
the past six years. Apparently for the last two years both the
City of Newark and the Department have been aware of the presence of
a variety of 55 gallon drums containing unknown materials Which were
located in and around these three buildings which were demolished.
As part of a waterfront redevelopment plan, the Newark Housing
Authority contracted with the Newark Dept. of Engineering to demolish
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the structures. Due to miscommunication between these two City
agencies and as the result of the lack of foresight by the demolition
crew, the estimated 50 or more 55 gallon drums at the incident
location were not removed from either in or around the buildings in
question prior to the commencement of demolition activities.
The demolition of the three structures at the incident location
resulted in the damage of an undetermined number of whatever drums and
containers were present in and around these buildings. Prior to BER
Region I's arrival at the incident location, Newark emergency
officials reported the discharge of unknown liquid from crushed drums,
due to the demolition, enterin~ the Passaic River Which is adjacent to
the rear of the incident locat~on. During BER l's site investigation,
a variety of crushed and leakin~ containers were observed around the
incident location, but no mater1al was observed to be actively leaking
into the Passaic River. In addition, there was pooling of liquids on
the ground and piles of powdered material at the incident location.
In July of 1990 (DEP case # 90-07-26-0908) BER Re~ion I
responded to this very same incident location to ~nvestigate the
r~port of abandoned drums. At this time the Newark Housing Authority
Wus made aware of the presence of an estimated 50, 55 gallon drums in
a:ld around these three bUildings located at 900 McArter Hwy. Some of
these drums were emptYt but others contained paint sludge waste, waste
oilt inorganic saltst acids, and suspected spent organic solvents. At
that time the drums were not leaking and no emergent situation
existed. The Newark Housing Authority was instructed in the proper
removal and disposal protocols and the case was referred to the
Division of Hazardous Waste Management - Metro. According to Bob
Swales of Newark OEM, DHWM-Metro had not been in contact with the City
regarding this incident since BER l's original response.
on 8/22/91 Inspectors Garamone and Wiarda instructed the Newark
Housing Authority to hire an environmental clean-up contractor
immediately to address the leaking material at the incident location.
Clean Venture was contracted by the Newark Housing Authority on
8/22/91 to perform the required clean-up.

Conclusions: BER Region I responded to a demolition site located on
the Passaic River at 900 McArter Hwy and Center st. in Newark. Thr~e
~~ildings under the ownership of the Newark Housing Authority were
demolished by the Newark Dept. of Engineering without the removal of
~5 gallon drums of various hazardous wastes from in and around these
structures. As a reSUlt, there was leakage of material from crushed
~rums under the demolition debris. The Passaic River adjacent to the
incident location, as well as the site itself, was impacted by the
release of hazardous wastes contained in the damaged drums. The City
of Newark contracted with Clean Venture to perform the required
clean-up at the incident location.

Recommendations: This case will be referred to BFO-Metro, DFGW, and
the Essex County Prosecutorts Office for follow-up investigation and
monitorin9 of clean-up activities. No further action regarding this
incident 15 required by BER Region I.
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Nevvark S"arpe James
Mayor

- Department 0'EnOln""ng
r=- -1'-"920 Broad StreHl :!, '.

Newark, New JerHy 0710i!' :
(201) 733-8520

---., ........... 1
. ,
, :!

AlYln L. Zee" P.E., L.S.
Director

~:;!
IL.; "-'L__ .,~ -,:'8Jj

December 9, 1992 [l... _

'.-1 10
.' . d

- ;

Jodie Stein

New Jersey Depanment of Environmental
h'otc:ction and Energy-Metro

2 Babcock Place
West Orange, N.J. 07052

Dear Ms. Stein:

Please be advised that the last two drums of acids thar remained at the Centre Srreer site in
Newark, were shipped-out to South Carolina this A.M.

This event terminates the City of Newark's involvement in the site and any future correspondence
should be addressed to the Newark Housing Authority.

- Very truly yours,

---- ~---~~---~ 1':_.-->;:-~ -.'
/ ""'::---.e:.-----
-Alvin L. Zac, .E., L.S., Director
Depanmenr of Engineering

ALZIPB/cmc

CC: Joseph Bianco, Director of Redevelopment, Newark Housing Authority

.-
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