Hoechst Celanese

Chemical Group
Hoechst Celanese Corporation
Newark Terminat
1994 354 Doremus Avenue
Newark, NJ 07105-4872

January 11,

201588 2705
NJDEPE
Bureau of Emergency Response
2 Babcock Place
West Orange, New Jersey 07052 o
i4AGDOCI O

Attention: Joseph E. Hoyle
Jerry Stanton

Dear Sirs:

This letter is in reference to.the Acetic acid leak that took place

on January 6, 1994 at the Hoechst Celanese Chemical Group, Inc.,

Newark Terminal located on 354 Doremus Avenue, Newark, New Jersey
07105.

As you requested during your site visit on January 6, 1994,
attached is the following for your review:

* Chronology - Acetic Acid Incident

* Calculation -~ approximation of Acetic acid lost from
leaking flange ‘

* OHM Remediation Services Corporation (OHM) Project #
15642 Job Summary

* OHM map of sample location

Please contact me at (201)589-2705 if you have any gquestions.

Very truly yours,

Anne Coizan-Acevedo

Environmental, Health and Safety Representative

cc: NJ State Police Marine Bureau
Bldg. 400
Corbin Street
Port Newark, NJ 07114

Hoechst [B

TIERRA-B-015563



- c_Acj ident 94

0800 hours: Two Operators were working on freeing up frozen water
line. Operators had to walk through area where 1leak
subsequently occurred to access frozen water line. No leak
was observed at this time, therefore the leak occurred
sometime after 0800 hours.

0810 hours: A loader began loading an acetic acid blend at the
east farm truck rack.

0812 hours: The same two operators working on a water line on tank
26 detected an odor of acetic acid. They inspected the area
and found acetic acid coming from the flange on a valve
attached to the acetic acid pier line. The line was in the
pipe rack from the pier area opposite tank 18 and about 40
feet from where the operators were working. One of the
operators announced the discovery of the acetic acid over the
terminal radio system.

0814 hours: The main valve at the acetic acid tank was closed and
the pump shut off.

0815 hours: The terminal emergency response team responded to the
spill site and began using absorbent pillows and other spill
control devices to contain the acetic acid and block its flow
toward the Passaic River.

0825 hours: The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
an Energy (NJDEPE) was called on the emergency hotline number.
The DEP was given the details of the incident.
Case #94-1-6-0828-59, Operator #9

0835 hours: The U.S. Coast Guard Office in New York was notified
of the incident.
Contact: Petty Officer Carey

0840 hours: The National Response Center was notified of the
incident as a precautionary measure even though the RQ of 5000
pounds was not exceeded.

Contact: Petty Officer Mauldin
Case # 215446

0850 hours: Terminals Manager Chemical Group J.T. McMahon was
notified.

0900 hours: A follow up call to the NJDEPE was made to inform
them that the Acetic acid was being contained and that
contractor personnel would clean up the residue.

0905 hours: OH Materials, Nick Dorovich the emergency clean up

contractor was notified. He expected to have personnel at the
terminal by 1100 hours.

TIERRA-B-015564



0910 hours: Wendell Brough, Dallas ESHA was notified of the
incident.

0915 hours: The Coast Guard called back and asked for a copy of
the MSDS for acetic acid. One was faxed to attention Petty
Officer Carey.

0930 hours: A calculation of the volume of material involved
from dimensions of the liquid steam under the pipe rack gave
us an estimate of 187 gallons of which approximately 50
percent was assumed to be water. Total acid involved then
amounted to about 94 gallons.

1000 hours: NJ State Marine Police arrive on site - Officers John
Salvato #9755 and Joseph DeMarino #9747.

1010 hours: NJDEPE Bureau of Emergency Response Joseph E. Hoyle
and Jerry Stanton arrive on site.

1100 hours: Coast Guard arrived on site Pollution Investigator
Scott Allen Carey.

starting 1100 hours: OH Materials personnel arrived and began
clean up. pH samples were collected as requested by NJDEPE
and Coast Guard.
and sampling.

1/7/94 Attempted to contact NJ State Marine to inform them of
sampling results. Officers on patrol. Left message for
them to return call.
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Spill File Presscution
Edward J. Faille

Manthenol Alcohol Spill, Celaness Chemical Co. August 10, 1976
334 Doremus Avenue, Newark, Kew Jersey 0710S
g 76-%-12-3

On Msy 12, 1976 Lt. McCurey U.S. Coast Guard called the hot line to inform us of a
60 - 70,000 gallon methanol alechol spill at Celanese Chemical Company, 354 Doremus
Avenus, Newsrk, New Jersey. The U.S. Coast Guard investigated this spill.

On May 13, 1976 John Vernam told me to check it on May 14, 1976.

On May 14, 1976 I arrived at Celaness Chesical Company. I met with Edgar T. Gold,
Terainal Superintendent and he told me that a gaskat in the meshesdwese't sightes
cMM”.WMo!uMdM-mmnhmwm :
tributary of the Passaic River. This vas noticed by g man working at the loading rack
and he notified the shift superviscr. The shift supervisor turned a vater spray en
the manhead and had some maintenance men tighten the nuts and bolts under a water opray
to stop anymors product from baing lest. They reesveared 20 - 25,000 sallems inte o
tank to be reclaimed. The othey 23 - 30,000 gellen flowed into a diseh-behind the
Calanese tank farm and into the Passaie River. During my inspection I took samples of
the strean and a sample of the product in the tank. Mr. Gold told me that the tank
holds 800,000 gallon of product and they were going to set up & program to make sure
that this doesn't happen again.

All:G6
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Captain of the Port COVERNGRS ISMM?? ngn

United States Coast Guard
Governors Island
New York, New York

RE: Supplement to Letter from Mr. R.E. Larsen,
Dated May 17, 1976

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to a conversation between myself and VC 3 Lane on May 20,
this letter is forwarded with Further information concerning the wethanol

spill at this facility on May 12, 1976.

Laboratory analysis showed that tracees of methanol were still evident
in the drainage creek on the morning of May 13. Steps were taken to pump
the water from the creek during the afterncon of May 13. Lack of an ad-
equate storage site for the water dictated that the creek water be diluted
to the point where the methanol did not present any hazard and then put into
the sanitary sewer facilities. Sewerage flows to the Passalc Valley Sewerage
Plant and it was subsequently learned from them that they do not have facil-
ities for treating methanol. Therefore, as stated in the original letter,
the 50M gallons that flowed to the drainage creek did subsequently flow to
the Passaic ltiver.

Should you need further explanation, please contact me at (201)
589-2705.

Very truly yours,

CLLANESE CHEMICAL COMPANY

A .
okstcHen

erm ls Engineer
JIP:vgs
cc: E. F. Gold - Newark
W. D. Coble ~ Newark
D. A. Jenkins - New York
R. H. Maurer - CCTC
R. E. Larsen - Houston

CELANESE CHEMICAL COMPANY . 354 DOREMUS AVENUE, NEWARK, N. J. 07105 » TELEPHONE: 201—549-2708
A OIVISION OF CELANESE CORPORATION

i s ———
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Janice Katona, Division of Fish, Game and Shellfisheries
Karl Birns

Celanese Chemical Co.

O.H.M.P. # 76-5-12-3

On Msy 14, 1976 an investigation by this Department revealed

that violations of NJSA 58:10-23.6 and 58:10-23.1 were committed
by the subject company when a harmful quantity of methanel alcehal
was discharged in such s manner as te allow flow or rmoff into

a tributary of the Passaic River. The State offered to settle
this case for $2750.

Supporting correspondence is attached.

Karl F. Birns, Chief

Office of Special Services
Division of Water Resources
§5758:T.A.:M

Enclosures

cc: Division of Fish, Game and Shellfisheries
Public Information Office

I hereby accept the attached check for $2750.

:@i@%ﬁf‘ﬁ’“ ALY
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t Systen .
”w mpom ton System . JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY

¢ "Corporation Trust Company - iCin) TSvara

C1 Low Technology. inc. i AUGUST 20, 1976
' [Qate)
TO: Manuai Schultz, Cen AlLLy & Asst Secy ( XX ) VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
Celanese Corporatian Sl ) () VIA CERTIFED AIR MAIL
1211 Avenue of the Amcricas ( ) VIA MESSENGER
New Yurk, N Y 10030 B
priv b

(R

' «  RECEIVED b
Re: PROCESS XENXMERD IN_ _ NEW _JERSEY . . ..
{Jurivdiction)
FOR CELANESE CORPORATION  DELAWARE
T {Nutiw ol Cunnmnyl (Domcsllc St.\lc)

Enclosed are copies of logal process served upon the statutory agent of the above company as follows:

I: Titlo of Action: STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
T0: CELANESE CORPORATION

2. Documont{s) 3&¥: RECEIVED: NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND OFFER OIF SETTLEMENT

3, Court: “°°°°

4. Nature of Action: Investigation by the Dept on 5/14/76 of Celanese Chemical
Company in Newark, N,J, discloses violations of certain New Jersey
Statutes,

5. On Whom Procoss was ¥X¥H RECIIVED by certificd mail:

THE CORPORATION TRUSYT COMPANY
Jersey City, N J

4. Dale and Hour of Sorvice: August 20, 1970

7. Appearance or Answer Due: Settlement may be made in amount of §2,750.00 within

0. méiﬁ§§§§MXﬂm BY: Richard E. Bellis, -Assistant Director

' Monitoring, Surveillance and Enforcement Element
Division of Water Resources
P,0. Box 2809

9. Remarks: Trenton, N J 08625

e . Signed___ C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
KIHDLY ACHMDYLEDGE RECEIDT OY 5i0ING -

THE CATBUH COFY AND RETURNING 1T TO = iom ) il o ezl
arﬁffia Rivera =~~~

Address 15 Exchange Place

Jersey City, N_J 07302

NI290-Y 2-78 (73M GETS)

—
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CRRTIFIED MAIL #/7/-3 75

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
AND OFFER OF SETTLEMENT

O.R.H.’¢ Canse 7‘-5-12-,

Corporation Trust Company
Registered Agent for :
Calaness Corporation

15 Exchange Place

Jersey City, lNew Jersey

Gentlemen:

An investigation by this Departmant on May 14, 1976 of Celanese
Chemnical Company in Newark, New Jersey, diselosed that msthanol
dmmmum‘muwcuwﬂuor
munnmnmunm-mum.

The activity sumsarized above violates the followinag liew
Jexrsey Statutss: ’

N.J.8.A. 38:110-1 et seq. Pollution of Potable Waters
*N.J.8.A. $8110-23,F Failure to Immediately Notify
W.J.8.A. 58:10-23.1 et seq. Draining Deleterious Substances

and N.J.8.A. 23:5-28 In Watars of the State

¢ asterisk designates applicable statute

The above cited statutory violations could result in civil penalty
liabilitys $1,000 per day for violatiom of M.J.S.A. 58:10-1 {$3,000
per day for your subsequent violatiom of N.J.8.A. 58:10-1); $3,000
per day for failure to izmediately notify the Department 0f the spill
!.ngi.:-nt gg:;_n;:t ©0 N.J.8.A. 58:110-23.6; $6,000 per day for violating
N.J, oA H .

TIERRA-B-015572
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The Depastmant is amsaable to eompromise and settle these violations
for $2,790.00. Should you decide to settle this matter, paymsat must
be made vithin fiftsen (15) days of receipt of this letter. Payment
mst be forwardsd tos Chief of 0ffice of Special Services, Depart-
meat of Envirommantal Protection, Division of Water Resources,

P.O. Box 2809, Trematon, New Jersey 08625. Only checks or noney
orders drawn to the ordsr of "New Jersey Department of Envircomental
Protection® will be acocepted. Your cancelled check or money ordar
receipt will serve as your receipt.

8hould you decide not to acoept our settlement offer or fail to forward
paymant within 15 days of receipt of this lstter, this offer is rescind
ed, and this matter will be forwarded to the Offios of the Attorney
General with instruction to institute a legal actionm.

Aoceptance of this settlement offer will not relieve you of the respom-
sibility to properly remove the discharged material or relieve you of
legal responsibility for future illegal discharges. Settlement will
not terminate your obligation to reimburse persons, autborised by the
Department pursuant to H.J.S.A. 58:10-23.5 and 23.7 to comtaia, remcve,
or nitigate the damage that resulted from the pollution iagident.

If you wish to make any inquiries or discuss this settlememt effer,
contact Karl Birns, Chief, Office of Special Servioes, (609) 292-55¢0.

Very truly ypm,'/, | "

; /- £

Richard E. Ballis, Assistant Director
Monitoring, Surveillance and Enforcement Element
Division of Water Resources

054548:1A34:X

AUG 1 7 W76
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8p1ll Fila Presecetics
Edward Yaille

Methanol Alcchol Spill, Celansse Chemical Co. August 6, 1976
334 Doremus Avenus, Newark, N.J. 07108

Te-5-12-3

On May 12, 1976 Calanese Chemical Company, 354 Doremus Avenus, Newark, N.J. 07105 had
an setimated 30,000 gallen Methanel Aleshel spill inee @ druin diveh and imte the-
Passsis Rivar. Therefore I am recommending a Notice of Violation be 1ssued to:

Corporation Trust Company
Registered Agent for
Calanese Corporation

15 Exchange Place

Jersey City, New Jersey

for the sum of $2,730.00 under N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 23:$-28 ot seq.,
for discharging hazardous materials into the waters of the State.

The penalty of $2,750.00 was arrived at by using our revised penalty schedule guidaline
in the following manner.

A. 58:10-23.6 Non notification

Medium spill hazardous matarial handler $ 500.00

B, 29:5-28 58:10-23.1
Mediun spill hazardous materf{al handler $5,000.00
$5,500.00
C. Excellent cooperation on clesn up multiply by 0.50
Total penalty $2,750.00

All:Gé
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e
STREAM CONTAMINATION REPORT
FLIMINATED
District No.: 10 Report Date: 6/87/79 Inspector: Fiore/rordas-o

Company Name: CELANESE 7H™MICAL r0O,, INC.

Address: 3.4 Doremus Avenne, NMewark

Name and Title of Person Contacted: ‘iecholas V. m"isonni, merminal ZEnqgr,

Telephone No: - 589-2705

Nature of Business:

Sampled - yes IE no :I Date: 6/7/79 Time: 10:40 Temp. : 63

Polluting - vyes ’E no [:I Nature of Pollution: nh 12

Discharge to Storm Sewer - yes | | no L;fl NDPES.Permit - yes [::] no E:]
Violation: Date: 6/7/79 Time: 10:00 Descriptien:

~onstruction ditch was onen un to Plum ~reelr - storm water piek up .

something nlkaline

Weather: rlear Air Temp.: 75
Color: whitish Odor: none PH: 12 Test Paper
Turbidity: cloudy
Collection on Bank - Describe: none
Surface Scum, Foam or 0Oil: none
Distance Visible Downstream: Approximately °33’ Ft.
Width across stream: Approximately rt Ft.
REMARKS: _The Terminal Enginger had construction érain “itch closed off to
Plum Creek. This water will be pumbed ivt6 Sanivirveewsr—with

narmission

TIERRA-B-015575



A+ 10:15 a.m. Insrector Cnrdasce and® I were radioed to ansnwer

citizen corc...nt ahout black material in Plun 7reek,

YewarX. We

arrived at 10:35 a.n. to investigate blach coler in ™lum “reek at
relane<e Chemical Co. and we found that someone nnened construction

Avain ditch into Plum Creek

We too¥ a sample and the nh was 12. e ralled
Terminal Engineer “r. ™isonni and he assured us +hnt
without his knowlcime. He instructed the backhee +o
to stop flow from enterira Plum Treek. He will meet
atont numning into =sanitarv sewer,

mhis pollution was eliminated. Renort of black
investigation bv State D.F.7.

for the

it was opened

£ill in with dirt
witw Pran¥ D'Ascensio

material is under

neanect®lly submitted,

A
rlit O T

Bill ™iore

niver Inspector

77/4 ng*’w &o&.doc

Ma+thew Cordasco
miver Insnector

TIERRA-B-015576
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Sl ANIMENT OF ENVIRONME Y

NEw Jiiisl. :
.—‘lut U! INZARDOUS SUBSTANCES CUh.Jl

OIL AND HAZARDOUS MATERIJALS SPILL REPOIRT

AL HEPONRT

1w

UHMP CASE NUMBER

/- ¢+ ¥ -§o
ASE LA LK,

Timeofspi: ¢ ¥ 3¢

Type of material: pvig=y 1oL
Quantity: S0¢ - GoU e

Date of spill:

Municipality: AL

L /-/v -3

uplél

Iteceiving waters: <4,
Fributary to: ,J/’ S. i £ Source: CECAN Egg CAlE pae AL 7 rou
Neported by: . Location of spill: ., .- gy U " N .
Tulephone: 2('_ - (I_(") ¢ _]D ey e (street, road, etc.) 33 VEL vs A , A vy e
Address: -0~ E y"l A /vL Cause: UPC:I\" .b/\’ﬂlvv Ciw i,y { rvd’
Alliliation: . . Dateofreport: ,_ . _ ,,_L" et
TER A S © J& R 49 ICAl:aTTieme of report: ‘C "’.(
Report taken by: N )J-t i
( € ( At CHcEm v T oAt .Hot Line: - _-_..4 o
Initiol Action I
AGUNCY TELEPHONE No. NUNFIEDL AGENCY TLLLIFIIONL No. NOTIFILD
YCS NO YES NO
Cuast Guaurd/EPA 800 4248802 (] State Police CD/DC 608 882.2000 Ui (W]
Fish & Game GC9 292.6GB5 i ] Sulid Wasiu G0v 292.9u// il W]
201  236-2313
Basin Manager 609 292-0566(A) 9( o Air Pollution 609 292-6724 0 0
-0686(R)
057G(D).
T Ao ‘7"*”* <0B04(P) > Pusticides Cuntrol 609 29246890 g
Shelifish Notified 609 202-0666 u =] Affected Water Supplies N o o
Investigativn (on scene) {telephone) Persons contacted:
Name of investigator: Name Affiliation Telephone
Date of investigation: 1
- Station: 2
Timwe: 3

Semples: Yes___ No___

Report of investigation and recommended containment and cleanup:
‘ , T p ’
C4gl Ll (.A/. P I‘/-,k . é.‘/' el /(i y,

L;Eu.;l}/.’.c-—.'. "//.l/’
ONNDy fock USE & Tay AT 617w

7-" ‘/"’ 4 6"(./(’ TS )Iltt

OFFICE COPY

Photos: Yes___ No

Mermo in Spill File

L
LY

TIERRA-B-015579
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' CHEMICAL COMPANY

NEWARK TERMINAL January 21, 1980

N. J. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Hazardous Substance Control
120 Route 156

Yardville, New Jersey 08620

Attention: Mr. Dennis Flaherty

Dear Mr. Flaherty:

Confirming our phone report of January 18, 1980 regarding
a direct spill into the Passaic River of approximately 500 to
900 gallions of methyl alcohol;

l. Time of spillage 0800 - 0830

2. Product, methyl alcohol, is colorless and 100%
miscible in water.

3. Shift supervisor was transferring product from
shore tank to shore tank via hose connection
between tank lines at pier in order to purge
new pipeline.

4. Although he walked the new line to check for
leaks he failed to notice a 3/4" low point
drain valve under the pier piping; this had
been opened by mechanical contractors to drain
after hydrostatic testing of the new line and
had not been closed.

5. Another employee, approaching the pier, had a
"low angle" view and noticed the discharge;
not being familiar with the system he contacted
the yard operator who immediately climbed down
and closed the valve.

6. Both the USCG Pollution Response office and
N.J. EPA Div. of Water Resources were contacted
in addition to our call to you.

7. The supervisor and mechanical contractors involved i
have been severely reprimanded for their part in
this regrettable occurance and steps have been
taken to ensure against any similar happening in
the future.

CELANESE CHEMICAL COMPANY . 354 DOREMUS AVENUE. NEWARK, N, J. 07105 , TELEPHONE: 201—589-2705
A DIVISION OF CELANESE CORPORATION . - g -2
60
i
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cCc: W.
R.
J.
Nl
J.

Please advxse should any further information be
needed.

D.

T.
V.
K.

Coble
Larsen
Sixeas
Bisonni
Stafford

Page 2.

Newark
Dallas
Newark
Newark
Dallas

A DIVision oF CELANESE cnRenpavian

¢ , QEU\NESE

Very truly yours,
CELANESE CHEMICAL CO., INC,

=l

E F. Gold .
Terminal Superintendent

TR TEme wer  wwe asvw
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CHEMICAL COMPANY, INC.

NEWARK TEAMINAL

January 20, 1981 ( -

Q\
Office of Hazardous Substances Control . 6
-120 Route 156 ‘
Yardville, New Jersey 08620 J/

- -=»Attention: Mr. Bruce Comfort

Gen;lemen:

Detailed below are the events and action taken during
the cooling tower overflow and spill which occurred on
1/14/81, in the Celanese Newark Terminal, at 354 horcmus
Avenue,

At 6:14 P.M, on 1/14/81, Bill Stuckey, Assistant Duty
Officer for the U.S. Coast Guard, was notified by the
Celanese Newark Terminal (Danny Walker, ‘Perminal Manager)
that a cooling water tower had overflowed due to a frozen
make up water valve and had spilled cooling water into
plum creek. Plum creek is located adjacent to the Celanese
Newark facility. In addition to notifying the U.S. Coast
Guard, Mr. Don Matzer, I'renton dispatch for NJDEP, was
notified of the incident.

The spill of cooling tower water occurred on the AM
of 1/13/81 and was not discovered until approximately 4:00
P.M. on 1/14/81., The cooling water spill was approximately
14,000 gallons of 20-30 ppm chromate (. Cr04~ ) in potable
water, and about 2,000 gallons of this material made its
way to plum creek. Since the ambient temperature was 13-l4°F,
the material immediately froze as a layer on an alread
completely frozen plum creek. Since the material in essence
1s water, it was extremely difficult to determine that a
spill had even occurred. A frozen sample was taken from
plum creek when the spill was suspected, and analytical
analysis revealed 8 ppm chrome in a concentrated frozen
section. Since this creeck when flowing normally goes to the
Passaic River, and even though the 8 ppm chrome was in the
concentrated state, clean up operations of the surrounding
ground area and plum creek were initiated.

CELANESE CHEMICAL COMPANY, INC. - 354 OOREMUS AVENUE, NEWARK, N.J. 07106 - TELEPHONE: 201-589-2706
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Dirt around the ccoling tower area was excavated
and new dirt, rock, and gravel subsequently placed in
the excavated area. The 2,000 gallons was cleaned up
in plum creek by the physical cutting and removal of
a 45' by 25' by 3' frozen area by utilizing ice cutting
saws.. The frozen sections were removed by using heavy
equipment and subsequently placed in dump trucks. The
final disposition of the frozen material was to allow
the ice to thaw on facility concrete areas and drain to
our effluent disposal POTW. This by the way is the
normal disposal for the cooling tower blowdown and therc-
fore presented a very simplistic disposal scheme. Final
clean up operations were followed by chromate analysis of
various sections of plum creek with a 0 chromate residual.

Thanks again to you and Richard Chapin (technical
assistance for Emergency Respons of USEPA) for your assis-
tance in this matter.

Very truly yours,

CELANESE CHEMICAL CO., INC.

V.

J "D, Walker
Mrerminal Superintendent

JDW:vgs
cc: W. D. Coble
W. H. Harrison
R. E. Larsen
J. K. Stafford
G. F. Houlihan Phil Roland Eddie Bodin
G. A. Rodenhousen :
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New Jer@hv Department of Environmental
:vision of Environmental Quali

%zection

v Bureau of Emergency Response "V
INVESTIGATION
Case #: 87-08-16-1102 File #:__ 97-14
Investigator: Alan Latyn Date: 8/16/87 Time Arrived: 1433 Time Departed: 1653
Location: Celanese Chemical Co. Property Owner:
Address: 354 Doremis Avenue Mailing Address:
Newark, NJ
Location Phone #:_ (201) 589-2705
Health Dept. Rep: Phone #:
Origin of Complaint: Peter Aitoro Phone #:_ (201) 589-2705

Nature of Complaint: Notification was received from Peter Aitoro - Environmental & Safety
Supervisor, that the Celanese Chemical Company had 150 gallons of formic acid spilled

during a clean up operation.

Findings:

1433 Hrs: Latyn arrived on site. Met with Celanese representatives Adam Spencer -
‘Operations Supervisor, and Peter Aitoro - Lab Safety & Health Supervisor.
Aitore stated that formic acid was being used to clean out a piece of eguipment
called the “Special-K-Unit." The product was being pumped from a tank truck,
through the unit, and then back again. A fitting on the tank truck return line
leaked, allowing 150 gallons for formic acid to spill. The area was immediately
hosed down, thus diluting the acid. In the process some of the diluted acid

entered Plum Creek.

1455 Hrs: Spencer, Aitore, and Latyn inspect spill area. An area approximately 15 x 40
foot around the tank had been affected. There wasn't any acid remaining, only
contaminated socil. Latyn took pH readings upstream, downstream, and at the
point where the acid entered the stream. All readings came up between 5% and 6k%.

The creekhad already been through a whole tidal cycle.

observed in the creek.

No dead fish were

Aitore stated that representatives from the U.S. Coast Guard arrived at 1215
"hours, and asked to be contacted after the clean up was completed.

TIERRA-B-015588
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INVESTIGATION (2)

1530 Hrs: Latyn updated Trenton Dispatch and Lester Jones.

1535 Hrs: Latyn instructed Aitore to call some contractors to do the clean up. Aitoro
stated he would begin calling, but felt that none of the contractors would be
able to respond until Monday morning.

-1545 Hrs: Latyn secured site.

Conclusions:

The Celanese Chemical Company had 150 gallons of formic acid spilled during a clean up
operation. Most of the product remained on site, but some acid did enter Plum Creek. The
spill did not appear to have any impact on the creek.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that this case be referred to Hazardous Waste Management Metro's office
for further action. '

Case No. 87-08-16-1102 ERI

£-/8~
Investigatot/Author Date
Superv1sor Date
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APPENDIX F

Question #13A:
DESCRIPTION OF KNOWN SPILLS
for
Celanese Chemical Company, Inc.
Newark Terminal
Newark, New Jersey

ECRA Case No. 86973

June, 1987

Prepared by

ENVIRON Corporation
210 Carnegie Center, Suite 201
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. 86973

During.;he operation of the Celanese facility, accidental discharges
of chemical products have occurred. Discharges resulting from equipment
failure or operator error are carefully evaluated by Celanese, and
apﬁropriate measures are taken to prevent reoccurrences. Although it is
not possible to prevent all equipment failures or to eliminate human
error, Celanese has sought to minimize environmental contamination
through the construction of lined cement dikes around many of the
aboveground storage tanks and the installation of catch pans and sumps in
tank car and tank truck loading and unloading areas. Other preventive
measures include a rigorous maintenance program and safety meetings with
operators and supervisors. The program for preventing environmental
contamination is detailed in the Discharge Prevention, Countermeasure and
Control Plan (DPCC) which is included in Appendix G.

The history of spills and‘accidental discharges at the facility was
constructed based upon interviews with Celanese personnel and a review of
plant spill report records. Celanese has kept detailed spill records
since 1981. Celanese has kept these internal records in an effort to
improve safety and control product loss.

The general practice for cleanup of spills has been to place sorbent
material on the area following remedy of the spill source. Sorbent
material is then drummed, and disposed of in an appropriate manner. In

the following paragraphs, recorded spills are discussed according to the

TIERRA-B-015591



Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. B6973

area in whiéh they occurred. In most cases, Celanese followed standard
cleanup procedures; however, in cases where action was taken beyond the
usual procedures, such actions are described. A summary of all spills
described in this appendix is provided in Table 13A.1. This list
includes spills of Celanese products which are not considered to be
hazardous substances under ECRA. Spills are also shown on Figure 13A.1.
In cases where spills may have resulted in environmental contamination,
reference is made to the appropriate section of the Sampling Plan
(Appendix B) where the item is addressed. (Spill locations shown on the
map are based on available records; in some cases, exact locations can
not be precisely defined, because spills were recorded by general area.
For instance, records for spills in the tank truck loading areas do not

specify exactly where in the areas the spill occurred.)
West Farm

1. West Farm Tank Car Loading Area and Pipe Rack (North)

The rail car loading area is currently underlain by fiberglass
catch paneg located between and on both sides of the railroad
tracks. Runoff from the catch pans drains to nearby sumps which are
connected to the sewer system. Prior to installation of the runoff
control system in the early 1980s, the area under the tracks w;s
unpaved, and operaters placed catch pans under rail cars during
loading operations. This area is being addressed as AEC 2 in the

Sampling Plan.

TIERRA-B-015592
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. B6973

a) 0; July 9, 1985, approximately 60 gallons of acrylic acid
discharged through a faulty valve on a tank truck which was
being loaded from a tank car. The valve was closed and the
discharge was immediately stopped.

b) On November 23, 1983, approximately two gallons of heptanoic
acid discharged from a faulty expansion joint located on the
overhead pipe bridge at the west end of the loading rack. The
joint was immediately repaired, and the acid was diluted with
water and pumped into a tank truck. The area under the pipe
rack is paved; however, an area of eroded asphalt where residues
of the material could have drained is addressed as AEC 3 in the

Sampling Plan.

Main Cooling Tower

On February 13, 1982, approximately 100 gallons of water
overflowed from the cooling tower. It was recorded that the water,
which was a dilute chromate solution, drained westward to Plum
Creek. This drain;ge area west of the cooling tower is addressed as

AEC 17 in the Sampling Plan.

TIERRA-B-015593



Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No.

3.

86973

Undiked Tank Farm (ﬁorth)

a)

b)

c)

On March 9, 1982, approximately 150 gallons of pelargonic acid
discharged through a broken pipe leading to Tank 57. The acid
immediately solidified on the cold ground (the melting point of
pelargonic acid is 54.5°F), and was collected by maintenance
workers with shovels. The material was drummed and disposed of
as hazardous waste.

On May 12, 1976, approximately 10,000 gallons of methanol
discharged from Tank 40. A significant quantity of the material
immediately volatilized, and some of the product reportedly
drained into Plum Creek. The area of the methanol discharge is
addressed as AEC 16 in the Sampling Plan.

Sometime in 1970 or 1971, approximately 10,000 gallons of
ethylene glycol reportedly discharged from pipes on a concrete
pad between Tank 54 and Tank 55. The area immediately adjacent
to the pad and the nearby drainage area are addressed as AECs 19

and 20, respectively, in the Sampling Plan.

Wegt Farm Tank Truck Loading Area and Pipe Rack

AY

Seve@ spills have been recorded at the truck loading rack since

1981. The euntire area has been covered with acid-resistant concrete

paving since the early 1980s and the area is curbed and sloped to

direct spills into drains connected to a collection sump which

F-4
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No.

B6973

discharges to the sewer system. Prior to 1983, the area was paved

with asphalt, as indicated ia the site paving diagram (Figure 10.4,

Appendix B). The entire truck loading srea is addressed as AEC 23

in the Sampling Plan.

a)

b)

c)

d)

On December 11, 1985, a loading rack pipe which contained
ethylene glycol was accidentally cut. Less than five gallons of
ethylene glycol discharged before the leak was stopped and the
line was repaired.

On October 26, 1983, approximately 50 gallons of vinyl acetate
discharged through a cracked valve in a tank car which was being
loaded. The operator responded by closing the valve on the
vinyl acetate supply line.

On August 2, 1983, approximately one gallon of isobutfl acetate
was accidentally discharged when a valve was being checked.

On July 3, 1983, approximately five gallons of n-butyl alcohol
were discharged when the drain valve on a tank truck was
accidentally left open during loading. The valve was

imvediately closed, preventing further discharge of the material.

5. Diked Tank Farm (North)

ngggr incidents have been recorded within the diked tank farm

located north of the warehouse (W-3). The areas where the spillg

occurred have been paved with concrete since 1984, The diked areas
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. 86973

tracks. Runoff from the catch pans drains to nearby sumps which are

connected to the sewer system, Prior to installation of the runoff

control system in 1983, the area under the tracks was unpaved, and
operators placed catch pans under rail cars during loading
operations. This area is being addressed as AEC 22 in the Sampling

Plan.

a) On February 13, 1985, approximately 550 gallons of
50% formaldehyde solution discharged at the loading rack when a
full rail car was accidentally connected to a fill hose.

b) On September 28, 1984, approximately 100 gallons of ethyl
acrylate discharged from a leaking flange of a railroad car
which was being unloaded. A catch pan was placed under the
flange, and the material was pumped into a tank truck.

c) On March 17, 1982, approximately 80 gallons of vinyl acetate
discharged through a crack in a 2-inch diameter loading hose.

The hose was subsequently replaced.

7. Undiked Tank Farm (South)

On April 28, 1984, a gasket on the check valve on Tank 62
failed, allowing 300 gallons of formaldehyde to discharge toward
Plum Creek. The valve was locked, and the leak stopped.

Subsequently, similar gaskets on other tanks were inspected. In
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. B6973

addition, a runoff channel to Plum Creek located near Tank 63 was
filled with soil following the incident. The area of the

formaldehyde discharge is addressed as AEC 32 in the Sampling Plan.

Formaldehyde Ion Exchange Building

In the five years during which the West Farm Formaldehyde Ion
Exchange (F.I.E.) Building (W-9) has operated, four spilis have been
recorded within the building. Drainage from the F.I.E. Building is
controlied by sumps which are comnected to the sewer system.
Sampling within the building related to spills is not proposed in
the Sampling Plan because the floor is entirely covered with
concrete and spills would drain into the sump associated with the
sewer,

a) On September 19, 1985, approximately five gallons of 50%
formaldehyde solution discharged in the F.I.E. Building through

a cracked hose. The material was promptly cleaned up by the

operator and the hose was replaced.

b) On September 13, 1985, approximately five gallons of 50%
formaldehyde solution discharged in the F.I.E. Building through

a cracked hose. The hose was subsequently replaced.
c¢) On December 13, 1984, approximately 1,500 gallons of 50%

formaldehyde solution discharged to the sewer system from the

F.I.E. unit because a valve was left open accidentally.

F-8
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. B6573

East

10.

d) On April 25, 1984, approximately 400 gallons of 50% formaldehyde
solution discharged to the sewer system from the F.I.E. unit

because of an improper valve setting.

Methanol Oxidation Process Unit (W-7)

On August 26, 1985, approximately 80 gallons of Dowtherm fluid
discharged from the Methanol Oxidation (M.0.) Unit because a valve
accidentally left in the closed position caused an
overpressurization of the exchange compartment. The area around the

M.0. unit is addressed by AEC 31 in the Sampling Plan.

Farm

Diked Tank Farm

The entire diked East Tank Farm, with the exception of the diked
area around Tanks 35 and 11, is currently paved with concrete. The
floor of the East Tank Farm was paved area-by-area in 1984 and
1985. ®Diked areas where spills occurred on unpaved ground are
addressed as AECs 42, 44, 45, and 46 in the Sampling Plan. Areas
where spills discharged on concrete dike floors are not addressed

because cleanup prevented environmental contamination.

F-9
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

86973

0;.November 9,-1985. approximately three gallons of methanol
spilled from the pipeline between Tanks 15 and 16 and ignited by
static electricity. The material completely burned off as a
result of the fire. The methanol spilled because a check valve
failed; the check valve was repaired following the incident.

On August 29, 1985, approximately twenty gallons of

502 formaldehyde solution were discharged into the containment
dike for Tank 14 when a hose coupling failed. The hose coupling
was subsequently repaired. ‘

On June 6, 1985, approximately 317 gallons of isopropyl acetate
discharged to the paved floor of the containment dike when Tank
7 was accidentally overfilled.

In 1985, before the concrete floor was installed within this
dike, approximately 2,000 gallons of No. 6 fuel oil discharged
from Tank 21. Approximately 125 tons of contaminated soil were
removed from the area around the tank and sent to SCA Chemical
Services in Model City, New York. Manifests for the waste are
included in this appendix.

On March 29, 1984, approximately 300 gallons of No. 6 fuel oil
were released when Tank 21 was accidentally overfilled.

In approximately 1962, following a period of long inactivity, a
mass balance of the contents of Tank 35 wasg performed. A
discrepancy of approximately 20,000 gallons of Celanese Solvent
601 (CS601) was noted. CS601 is believed to have been a mixture

of methyl ethyl ketone and various aldehyde compounds.

F-10
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No.

g)

86973

On éﬁtober 19, 1984, before the concrete floor was installed
within this dike, Tank 13 overflowed and discharged
approximately 7,600 gallons of 50% formaldehyde solution into
the surrounding containment dike. Celanese notified NJDEP, the
City of Newark, and the National Response Center of the spill on
the morning of October 19. Approximately 5,500 gallons of
formaldehyde solution which had pooled within the containment
dike was pumped into tank trucks within five hours of discovery
of the spill. In addition, areas of the containment dike in
which material had pooled were flushed with water and the
resulting liquid (approximately 5,000 gallons of 5% formaldehyde
solution) was transferred to an empty storage tank for
formaldehyde reclamation.

Following the spill, test holes were dug around the
containment dike to the water table, which was observed 2-3"
below ground surface, and water samples were collected.

Reported formaldehyde concentrations in the samples ranged from
0.04-2,00%.

On October 20, 1984, UN Envirosystems, an approved disposal
company, excavated approximately 115 tons of soil from the area
around the tanks. Soil was excavated to the water table in an
area of approximately 1,000 square feet. Manifests for disposal

of the contaminated soil are included in this appendix.
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. 86973

11.

Trenches were constructed near the containment dike and collected

ground water was pumped to the sewer.

0ld Formaldehyde Ion Exchange Building (B-5)

Three_spills have been recorded in the East Farm Formaldehyde
Ion Exchange (F.I.E.) Building (B-5) since 1981. The building has
been inoperative since 1984; however, while the building was in use,
normal operating wastes discharged into the sewer system through
floor drains connected to the sump located south of the building.
Areas around the building where discharges may not have been
completely contained by the sumps will be addressed as AEC 48 in the
Sampling Plan.
a) On October 27, 1983, approximately 1,200 gallons of
50% formaldehyde solution discharged from the filter press on
the F.I.E. unit when a disc failed. The disc was subsequently
repaired.
b) On February 1, 1983, approximately 150 gallons of
50% formaldehyde solution discharged from the F.I.E. unit when a
clogged pipe induced the failure of a rupture disc. The spill
vas pumped off the floor, the pipe was promptly cleared, and the
disc was replaced.
c) On October 20, 1982, approximately 362 gallons ef

50% formaldehyde solution discharged from a rupture valve

Fo12
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. 86973

12.

13.

outside from the F.I.E. unit. The valve was subsequently repaired.
Some of the spilled formaldehyde solution reportedly drained into

the sump south of the building.

Undiked Tanks (17, 18, and 19)

a) On April 5, 1986, approximately 10,500 gallons of
312 formaldehyde solution discharged through the scrubber vent
for Tank 18 when the tank was accidentally overfilled. It was
recorded that the discharge drained into the nearby sewer
connected to the sewer system. The area around the scrubber
vent is addressed as AEC 50 in the Sampling Plan.

b) On July 31, 1985, approximately 100 gallons of 50% formaldehyde
solution discharged from a defective valve on the pipeline near
Tank 18. The valve was promptly repaired. The area where the
discharge may have drained is addressed as AEC 49 in the

Sampling Plan.

Eagt Farm Tank Car Loading Area and Pipe Rack

The rail car loading area is currently contained by fiberglass
catch pans located between and on both sides of the railroad
tracks. Runoff from the catch pans drains to nearby sumps which are
connected to the sewer system. Prior to installation of the runoff

control system in 1983, the area under the tracks was unpaved, and

F-13
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. 86973

operaiérs placed catch pans under rail cars during loading

operations. The loading area is addressed as AECs 55 and 56 in the

Sampling Plan.

a)

b)

c)

d)

On January 6, 1986, a truck collided with the containment dike
wall near Tank 1. The truck’s fuel drain valve cracked,
resulting in the discharge of approximately 20 gallons of diesel
fuel to the surrounding asphalt, Approximately 15 gallons of
fuel were recovered and pumped into an empty tank. Sorbent pads
used to recover the remainder of the spilled material were
placed in a 55-gallon drum and were disposed of as hazardous
waste.

On October 22, 1985, approximately 10 gallons of

452 formaldehyde solution were accidentally discharged near the
loading rack from a hose which had developed a pinhole leak.

The hose was promptly feplaced.

On April 16, 1984 approximately 5 gallons of propionic acid
discharged from a valve in the rail car loading area when a
gasket failed. The gasket was subsequently replaced.

On November 18, 1983, a tank truck fuel line broke when a truck
driver attempted to maneuver around a tank car at the end of the
loading rack. Approximately 3 gallons of diesel fuel spilled.
The remaining contents of the truck's fuel tank were transferred

to a nearby empty tank.

F-14
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. B6973

14,

e) On.}ebruary 11.‘1982, approximately 400 gallons of ethyl acetate
discharged from a cracked hose as a tank car was being
unloaded. The hose was immediately replaced. The spill was
supposedly contained in the area around the scrubber building.
f) In 1980, 5,000 gallons of acrylic acid spilled from a rail tank
car in the loading area. Four dump trucks full of soil were

removed off-site.

East Farm Tank Truck Loading Area and Pipe Rack

Two spills have been recorded in the truck loading area since
1981. The area is drained by a nearby sump connected to the sewer
system. The truck loading area is addressed as AEC 58 in the
Sampling Plan.

a) On April 22, 1983, approximafely 30 gallons of ethyl acetate
leaked from a cracked valve on a tank truck. Most of the
material drained into caustic cans which were placed under the
valves. However, it was estimated that 5-10 gallons of material
were not collected in the cans.

b) On October 4, 1982, approximately five gallons of acetic
anhydride were discharged from a faulty valve on a tank truck

which was being loaded.
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. 86973

15. Drumming Area, East Farm Warehouse (B-1)

Celanese maintained a drumming operation in Building B-l until
January, 1987. Materials which were stored in the aboveground tanks
were drummed on a concrete floor in the warehouse. Because the
entire area is covered by a concrete floor and floor drains are
connected to the sewer system, spills did not discharge to the
environment. Thus, sampling related to these spills is not proposed
in the Sampling Plan.

a) On September 14, 1983, approximately 10 gallons of ethyl
acrylate accidentally discharged in the warehouse from an
overfilled drum.

b) On July 21, 1983, approximately 20 gallons of vinyl acetate were
discharged in the warehouse from a hose which cracked while a

sample was being collected.

16. Pipeline to Loading Dock

In the late 1970s, a molten sulfur pipeline attached to
Celanese's dock ruptured. This pipeline was owned and operated by
Essex Chemical Company, Celanese's neighbor to the north. Operation
of the pipeline was discontinued after the spill. The molten
material froze (the melting point of sulfur is approximately 115°C)

as it discharged into the Passaic River.
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc¢., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No.
Table 13A.1: Summary of Spills
West Farm
Spill
Identification Date
ia 7/9/85
1b 11/23/83
2 2/13/82
3a . 3/9/82
3b 5/12/76
3c 1970-1971 =
4a 12/11/85
4b 10/26/83
4e 8/2/83
4d 7/3/83
S5a 7/1/85
5b 4/28/82
5c 2/17/82
5d 9/8-9/14/81 =%
6a 2/13/85
6b 9/28/84
6¢c 3/717/82
7 4L/28/84
8a 9/19/85
8b 9/13/85
8c 12/13/84
8d 4/25/84
9, 8/26/85

Approximate

Volume

Material (Gallons)
Acrylic Acid 60
Heptanoic Acid 2
Cooling Water 100
Pelargonic Acid 150
Methanol 10,000
Ethylene Glycol 10,000
Ethylene Glycol <5
Vinyl Acetate 50
Isobutyl Acetate 1
N-butyl Alcochol 5
Acetic Acid 60
Methyl Acrylate 250
Acetic Acid 300
2-Ethylhexyl Acrylate 1,700
50% Formaldehyde 550
Ethyl Acrylate 100
Vinyl Acetate 80
Formaldehyde 300
502 Formaldehyde 5
S02 Formaldehyde 5
501 Formaldehyde 1,500
50% Formaldehyde 400
Dowtherm Fluid 80

* Spill occurred at some time during the time period listed.
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Celanese Chemical Company, Inc., Newark, New Jersey

ECRA No. B6973

Table 13A.1:

Summary of Spills (continued)

East Farm
Approximate
Spill Volume
Identification Date Material (Gallons)
10a . 11/9/85 Methanol 3
10b - 8/29/85 502 Formaldehyde 20
10c - 6/6/85 Isopropyl Acetate 317
10d . 1985 * No. 6 Fuel 0il 2,000
10e 3/29/84 No. 6 Fuel 0il 300
10f . 1962 »=» Celanese Solvent 601 20,000
10g - 10/19/84 50% Formaldehyde 7,600
1la . 10/27/83 502 Formaldehyde 1,200
11b . 2/1/83 S0% Formaldehyde 150
1lc 10/20/82 502 Formaldehyde 362
12a 4/5/86 312 Formaldehyde 10,500
12b- 7/31/85 50% Formaldehyde 100
13a 1/6/86 Diesel Fuel 20
13b. 10/22/85 45% Formaldehyde 10
13c- 4/16/84 Propionic Acid 5
134 - 11/18/83 Diesel Fuel 3
13e. 2/11/82 Ethyl Acetate 400
13f - 1980 = Acrylic Acid 5,000
l4a - 4/22/83 Ethyl Acetate 30
14b - 10/4/82 Acetic Anhydride 5
15a 9/14/83 Ethyl Acrylate 10
15b - 7/21/83 Vinyl Acetate 20
16 *x% Late 1970s Molten Sulfur Unknown
* Spill occurred at some time during the time period listed.

*%  Spill occurred at approximately this date.

*%% Spill consisted of Essex Chemical materials being unloaded at the
Celanese dock.
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GENERAL NOTICE L“"’TER
CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Henry Benz President
anese Chemicals, Inc.

7

omerviiie, New Jersey 088706

RE: Diamond Alkali Superfund Site

Notice of Potential Liability for
Response Actions in the Lower Passaic River, New Jersey

Mt L
VII. Benz:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) is charged with responding to the
release and/or threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants into the
environment and with enforcement responsibilities under the Comprehensive Environmental
esponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as amended (“CERCLA”), 42 U.S.C. §9601

SEEOpPLVAIDL, ML PR s T e />
et seq. Accerdmglj,, EPA is seeking your cooperation in an innovative approach to
Liomoo g g gl b wad i a artiviting Fav tha T D s -
environimental reineaiation ana restoration activitics 101 tne L.OWCT 1as8aic River

EPA has documented the release or threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants and
contaminants into the six-mile stretch of the river, known as the Passaic River Study Area, which
is part of the Diamond Alkali Superfund Site (*Site”) located in Newark, New J ersey. Based on

the results of previous CERCL A remedial investigation ac and other environment:
& A . - l A »: » = ¥
studies, including a reconnaissance study of the Passaic River conducted by the United States
e AZCTTIO A TN TIMA L Aoty AL L +

Army \,orps ol nnglncers L U SACE”), EPA has further determined that contaminated sedimen
and other potential sources of hazardous substances exist along the entire 17-mile tidal reach of
the Lower Passaic River. Thus, EPA has decided to expand the Study to include the areal extent
of contamination to which hazardous substances from the six-mile stretch were transported; and
se sources from which hazardous substances outside the six-mile stretch have come to be

o

SR 2D Y

By this letter, EPA is notifying Hoescht Celanese Chemicals, Inc. (“Hoescht Celanese”) of it
potential lLiability relating to the Site pursuant to Section 107(a) of CERCLA, 42 US.C.
§9607(a). Under CERCLA, potentially responsible parties (“PRPs”) include current and past
owners of a facility, as well as persons who arranged for the disposal or treatment of hazardous
substances at the Site, or the transport of hazardous substances to the Site.

851750001
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governmental partnership’’] to identify and to address water quality improvement, remediation,
and restoration opportunities in the 17-mile Lower Passaic River. This governmental partnership
is consistent with a national Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) executed on July 2, 2002
between EPA and USACE This MOU calls for the two agencies to cooperate, where

______ L1 1 L8 Lest ; 3¢
PACANTOAC n aorosinag tn 1mh]pmpﬂf tha 1\/[ T T $tha BDA and TIQACE whill viea thaiv aviafime
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P S R SRR SRR, N G s & SRR S i BRI G O O o ) SRt t, [NREER B s MU i o GO § . 1
SIattiorv ana regiiiaialv aitnoiilies 11 a CooTainaied manner 1 nese aninoritieg tor nra inmeiine
SLAtUlul y SlIU 1CEUIdit] _, AULIIDINICS L 4 COOIUIHALCO THIAIICT LARCSC AULNOTNICS 101 A INCIRIKC
Pt grh 5 b B 4 T Pt | ¥ A geaats
CERCLA, the Clean Water AC[ and the Resource Conservation and Kecovery lhe

USACE’s authority stems from the Water Resources Development Act (“WRDA”) WRDA
allows for the use of some federal funds to pay for a portion of the USACE’s approved projects
related to ecosystem restoration.
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with an integrated five- to seven-year study to determine an appropriate remediation and

restoration plan for the river. The study will involve investigation of environmental impacts and
pollution sources, as well as evaluation of alternative actions, leading to recommendations of
environmental remediation and restoration activities. This study is being conducted by EPA
under the authority of CERCLA and by U <IA("’F' and OMR, as local sponsor, under WRDA.
EPA TISACE. and OMR are coordinatin i
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the env1ronment and the humans who may ingest contaminated fish and shellfish. Therefore,
Hoescht Celanese may be potentially liable for response costs which the government may incur
relating to the study of the Lower Passaic River. In addition, responsible parties may be required

AT
to nav damages for inin to, destruction nf or loss of natural reconircee including the cact of
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Enclosed is a list of the other PRPs who have received Notice letters. This list represents EPA’s
findings on the identities of PRPs to date. We are continuing efforts to locate additional PRPs
who have released hazardous substances, directly or indirectly, into the Passaic River, Inclusion

on, or exclusion from, the list does not constitute a final determ on by EPA concerning the
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We request that you consider becoming a “cooperating party” for the Lower Passaic River
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and WRDA processes will be used to identify the required remediation and restoration programs,
as well as the assignment of remediation and restoration costs. At this time, the commitments of
the cooperating parties will apply only to the study. For those who choose not to cooperate, EPA
may apply the CERCLA enforcement process, pursuant to Sections 106 (a) and 107(a) of
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §9606(a) and §9607(a) and other laws,
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documents that form the basis of EPA's decision on the selection of a response action fo
The administrative record files, which contain the documents related to the response action
selected for this Site are located at EPA’s Region 2 office (290 Broadway, New York) on the 18"

floor. You may call the Records Center at (212) 637-4308 to make an appointment to view the
administrative record for the Lower Passaic River Project.

o~

EPA will be holding a meeting with ail PRPs on October 29, 2003 at 10:00 AM in Conference
Room 27A at the Region 2 office. At that meeting, EPA will provide information about the
actions taken to date in the Lower Passaic River, as well as plans for future activities. After the
presentation, PRPs will be given the opportunity to caucus, and EPA will return to answer any

questions that might be generated dt.nug the private session. Please be advised that due to
increased security measures, all visitors need to be registered with the security desk in the lobby
in order to gain entry to the office. In order to ensure a smooth arrival, you will need to provide
EPA with a list of attendees no later than October 15, 2003
EPA recommends that the cooperating parties select a steermg committee to represent the
group’s interest as soon as possible, since EPA expects a funding commitment f for the financing
of the CERCLA share of the $20 million study by mid-N ovember 2003. If you wish to discuss
this further, please contact Ms. Alice Yeh, Remedial Project Manager, at (212) 637-4427 or Ms.
Kedari Reddy, Assistant Regional Counsel, at (212) 637-3106. Please note that all
communications from attorneys should be directed to Ms. Reddy
Sincerely yours,
N ~/¥

v Y
George Paviou, Director
Emergency and Remedial Response Division
Enclosure
cc:  Anne Conley-Pitchell, Esq.

Hoescht Celanese Corp.

85178nnn2
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Cleveland, Ohio 44114

Ps in Receipt of Notice Letters:
PRP Legal Counsel
J. Roger Hirl Paul W. Herring, Esq.
President and Chairman of the Board Andrews & Kurth L1 P.
Occidental Chemical Co. 1717 Main Street, Suite 3700
Occidental Tower Dallas, Texas 75201
5005 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, Texas 75244
Joseph Gabriel Philip Sellinger, Esq.
Vice President of Operations Sills Cummis Zuckerman
360 North Pastoria Environmental Corp One Riverfront Plaza
1100 Ridgeway Avenue Newark, NJ 07102
Rochester, New York 14652-6280
Robert Ball, President Lawrence Salibra, Esq.
Alcan Aluminum Corporation Alcan Aluminum Corporation
100 Erieview Plaza, 29th Floor 6060 Parkiand Bivd.

Mayfield His., OH 44124

Mark Epstein, President
Alden Leeds Inc.

55 Jacobus Ave.

Kearny, New Jersey 07032

Eric Aronson, Esq.

Whitman Breed Abbott & Morgan
One Gateway Center

Newark, NJ 07102

Alan Bendelius, President
Alliance Chemical, Inc.

Linden Avenue

Fredi L. Pearlmutter, Esq.
Cooper, Rose & English, LLP

480 Morris Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

A. Christian Worrell 111, Esq.
Head & Ritchey, L1LP

YR T 67 A B50 Ghdy &'y SIS Mo ISS-RStIu (557 o BAASSERES HERRLRY

1900 Fifth Third Center

511 Walnut Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Gary Cappeline, President
Ashland Specialty Chemical Co.
5200 Blazer Parkway

Dublin, Ohio 43017

Stephen Leermakers, Esq.
Ashland Specialty Chemical Co.
5200 Blazer Parkway

Dublin, OH 43017

Nan Bernardo, Esq. and Nancy Lake Martin, Esq.

e
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Joseph Akers, Vice President Gerard Hickel, Esq.

Bayer Corporation Bayer Corporation

100 Baver Road 100 Bayer Road

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15205-9741 Pittsburgh, PA 15205-9741

Yvan Dupay, President Arthur Schulz, Esq.

Benjamin Moore & Co Environmental Counsel

51 Chestnut Ridge Road 4910 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. Suite 221
Montvale, New Jersey 07645 Washington, DC 20016

Alberto Celleri, President
Chemical Compounds Inc.

Jim Giannotti
Chemical Compounds Inc.

10 Baldwin Court 29-75 Riverside Avenue
Roseland, New Jersey 07086 Newark, NJ 07104
Brian Kelly, Esq.

Chris-Craft Industries, Inc.

ifth Avenue, 1 Floor 767 Fifth Avenue, 46th Floor
PREREI, § LA, RN e
New York, New York 10153 New York NY 10153
John Guffey, President John R. Mayo, Esq.
o Ma Y A tan Taas "
Coltec Industries, In Coltec Industries, Inc.
i e g . Sy
3 Coliseum Lentue Avenue

2550 West Tyvola Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28217

Roger Marcus, President

Russell Hewit, Esq.

Congoleum Corporation Dughi & Hewit

3705 Quakerbridge Road 340 North Avenue
Mercerville, New Jersey 08619 Cranford, NJ 07016
Martin Benante, Chairman James Maher, Esq.
Curtiss-Wright Corp. Curtiss-Wright Corp.

4 Becker Farm Road 4 Becker Farm Road
Roseland, New Jersey 07068 Roseland, NJ 07068
Antonio Perez, President Elliot Stern. Esq.
Eastman Kodak Company Eastman Kodak Companj
343 State Street 343 State Street

Rochester, New York 14650

Rochester, NY 14650

Edgar Woolard, Chairman

E.I. du Pont de Nemours & Co.
1007 Market Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19898

Bernard J. Reilly, Esq.
Corporate Counsel
E.L du Pont de Nemours & Co.

1007 Market Street
Wilmington, DE 19898

PR
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David Weisman, CEO
Eldﬂ p DW\;I‘Q] anﬂnﬂ‘f
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Newark, New Jersey U/1ud
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Al Reisch, President
E M Sergeant Pulp & Che
6 Chelsea Road

Clifton, New Jersey 07102

mical Co. Inc.

Mark Tucker, Esq.
Essex Chemical Corp.
2030 WMDC

Midland, Michigan 4

Kenneth Mack, Esq.
Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel
Princeton Pike Com Center

anchard St.
Newark, New Jersey 07105

Bradiey Buechier, President
Franklin-Burlington Plastics Inc.
113 Passaic Ave.

Kearny, New Jersey 07032
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Kraemer, Burns, Mytelka & Lovell, P.A.

675 Morris Ave.
Springfield, NJ 07081

Henry Benz, President Anne Conley-Pitchell, Esq.
Hoescht Celanese Chemicals, Inc. Hoescht Celanese Corp.
Route 202-206 Route 202-206

P.O.Box 2500 P.O.Box 2500

Somerville, New Jersey 08876 Somerville, NJ 08876
Twannina Dathashild Deacidant Niana
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Kearny Smelting & Refining

936 Harrison Ave #5
Kearny, New Jersey 07032

Henry Schact, CEO

Lucent Technologies, Inc.

600 Mountain Avenue

Murray Hill, New Jersey 07974

Ralph McMurry, Esq.

Hill, Betts & Nash LLP

1 Riverfront Plaza, Suite 327
Newark, NJ 07102-5401

Richard Meelia, President
Mallinckrodt, Inc.
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Patricia Duft, Esq.
Mallinckrodt, Inc.

675 McDonnell Blvd
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Joseph Galli, President
Newell Rubbermaid, Inc.
29 E. Stephenson St.

Freeport, lllinois 61032
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Environmental Affairs
Newell Co.

4000 Auburn St.
Rockford, IL 61101

Jean-Pierre van Rooy, President
Otis Elevator Company
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armington, Connecticut 06032

Sarah Hurley, Esq.
Robinson & Cole LLP
695 Eact Main Street
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Ogden Corporation
Two Pennsylvania Plaza, 25% Floor
New York, New York 10121

2

Ogden Corporation
Two Pennsylvania Plaza,
New York, NY 10121
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Henry McKinnell, Chairman
Pfizer Inc.

235 E. 42M St
New York, New York 10017

Michael McThomas, Esq.
Pfizer Inc.

235 E. 42M St

New York, NY 10017

Raym()nd LeBoeuf President
es, Inc.

Joseph Karas, Esq.
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P.O. Box 570 P.O. Box 570

Newark, New Jersey 07101-0570

Phillip D. Ashkettle, President
Reichhold Chemicals, Inc.

P.O. Box 13582

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

Adam S. Walters bsq

Phillips, Lytle, Hitchcock, Blaine & Huber
3400 Marine Midland Center

Buffalo, NY 14203
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Robert Finn, President Howard Myers, Esq.
RSR Corporation RSR Corporation
2777 Stemmons Freeway, Suite 1800 2777 Stemmons Freeway, Suite 1800
Dallas, Texas 75207 Dallas, TX 75207
Christopher Connor, CEO Donald McConnell, Esq
The Sherwin-Williams Company The Sherwin-Williams Co.
101 Prospect Avenue, N.W. 101 Prospect Ave., N.W.
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-1075 Cleveland, OH 44115
George Barrett, President Kirsten E. Bauer, Esq.
Teva Pharmaceuticals USA Inc. Teva North America
1090 Horsham Road 1090 Horsham Road
North Wales, Pennsylvania 19454 North Wales, PA 19454
Robert Senior, President Robert Dil.ascio, Esq.
Three County Volkswagen 30 Park Avenue, Suite 101
701 Riverside Ave Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071
Michael Jordan, President Roger Willis, Esq.
Westinghouse Electric Corp. Westinghouse Electric Corp.
11 Stanwix Street 11 Stanwix Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Isaac Weinberger, President None
Wiggins Plastics Inc.
547 Maitland Ave.
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
851750008
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