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Violation and Elimination - Ridgewood Pollution Control
Plant, Prospect Street, Glen Rock, N.J.
May 4, 1976 (T. Costello)
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Violation & Elimination - Public Service Electric & Gas Co.
Essex Generating station (can't.).

On January 27, 1976, Mr. J. F. Schwanhausser, Division
superintendent of Elizabeth, replied, apologizing for not ef-
fectively controlling the transmission of this material, and he
informed PVSC that all personnel of both divisions have been
instructed in proper procedures so as to avoid repetition of
this type of incident.

The Village of Ridgewood has a pollution control pl~nt
which handles sewage from this village. This activated sludge
plant has a design capacity of 5.0 MGD and treats approximately
3.2 MGD.

Since the effluent from this plant discharges into Saddle
River, a tributary of the Passaic River, it comes under the
jurisdiction of the PVSC, and PVSC personnel sample this
effluent on a routine basis. The licensed operator is Mr. John
La Grosa. The sample taken on May 4 was polluting, having high
COD and TOC. Inspector Costello investigated and reported that
treatment records showed slightly high suspended solids. Chief
Operator Lyle Gillow could offer no explanation for the re-
sults. The subsequent samples taken by the PVSC were all satis-
factory.

It is to be noted that this was the only sample of 51
taken in 1976 which was rejected by PVSC, therefore we shall
assume a short time temporary upset and the violation was con-
sidered eliminated.

Violation & Elimination - ~he Seton Company,
849 Broadway, Newark, N.J.
June 8-9, 1976 (F. Cupo & J. McLaughlin)

At about 10 a.m. on June 8, 1976 PVSC received a complaint
of a white substance discharging into the Passaic River near
Verona Avenue/ Newark. Mr. Cupo investigated and found that
there was a blockage in the regulator chamber on Verona Avenue.
The regulator then diverted the flow into the Passaic River,
causing the pollution.

Since our records showed that the Seton Company had been
the cause of a similar pollution in October 1971, Mr. Cupo
visited the company located at 849 Broadway, Newark. He spoke
to Mr. Peter Van Vleck, President, and showed him the polluting
discharge. By 12:30 p.m. the PVSC line crew had removed the
material causing the blockage. A cow hide which had entered
the sanitary sewer from Seton Company had clogged the line at
the regulator chamber and caused the problem.

;
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i 0 1a t ion & Eli m ina tion -T he Set 0 n Com pan y (con 't. )

Investigation revealed that in 1972, after the previous
)roblem, the Seton Company had installed bar screens to keep
~kins, etc., from entering the sanitary sewer. Mr. Jamison,
?lant Engineer, reported to Inspectors McLaughlin and Colello
that one of the four bar screens had malfunctioned and had been
,emoved on May 28 and sent out for repairs. The drain was thus
lnprotected and on June 8 the pollution occurred. On June 9
:he screen was returned and installed. Since this type of
Jroblem could occur again at any time a bar screen was re-
~oved, Mr. D'Ascensio wrote to Mr. Van Vleck on June 24 asking
,hat action Seton Company intended to take to prevent a re-
;urrence and suggested that a spare bar screen be kept on hand
:0 replace any taken out for repairs. Mr. Jamison replied that
3eton Leather Company had constructed a spare screen to be
lsed should any screen need replacement.

PVSC billed and Seton Company pald $177.18 for PVSC
Labor costs in removing the cow hide from the line.

Violation and Elimination - Standard Dyeing and Finishing Co.,
Inc. 1 Van Houten St., Paterson, N.J.

ptember 14-20, 1976 (M. Tomaro)

vTI September 14, 1976{ during a routine inspection of the
ssaic River in Paterson, Inspector Tomaro observed a blue
lored liquid seeping into the Passaic River at the rear of the
lied Textile Print Company, 1 Van Houten St. Upon investigation he
s informed by Mr. Sherb, Allied Plant Engineer, that the seepage
s coming from a leak in a 16 inch industrial sewer line used
Standard Dyeing and Finishing Co. The material seeped into the

ver under the Allied Textile cooling water line. Mr. Wax,
ner of Standard Dyeing and Mr. Sherb of Allied, at a meeting
th Inspector Tomaro, agreed to excavate the line in order to ~ake
pairs. Part of the line Was exposed on September 15. A delay
ose later in the day due to a disagreement between the two
rnpanies over the responsibility of each. Inspector Tomaro
t Mr. Wax and Mr. Sherb together and pointed out that the
llution had to be halted. Work then continued on September
and on September 20 a two inch hole in the line was sealed

iminating the violation.

~olation and Elimination - Tenneco Chemicals, Inc.210 River Road, Garfield,
September 1-2, 1976

N.J.
J. Perrapato & J. Parr)

On September I, 1976 at 5 P.M. PVSC received a complaint of
~ in the Passaic River caused by Tenneco Chemicals. Inspectors
rap ~o and Parr investigated, arriving at the plant at 5:45 P.M.
r asted the Security Guard call Mr. La Bue, Works Manager

FHM000003
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

DUTY OFFICER NOTIFICATION REPORT

I CASE NO. &. /::< .-.!L. /~
/~. W,J TIM~·Oi )2v~i

REC'D BY

Injuries

Facility Evacuation

Population Evacuation

Potable Water Source

i,
' U

Y" U

\" U
/ '

Y N U ,

Air __ 'Land ~

Public Exposure ~ N U

Fire Department at Scene Y (;) U

Police at Scene (]>..N U

Assistance Requested Y €> u
Precipitation Y N U

Wind Direction/Speed --'- _

__ Sertsitive Population asp., School, Nu~. Home)

/(,&

INCIDj/f ~EPORT BY: ;() ) .H~
Name /-.-!-0 r;41d!A ,Z:U
Street ~

City ---~_.. ~4 ff ~ ~te

AffiliationfTitle . .....-d./C-€___ pU-1<d!--
INCIDENT LOCATI )~_ , ~ Tra~po~ti~n __ Facility

Name (Site): ~ .J zP /'J' U;'!'J7 ;1'6 I'L Phone ---,I--,?--=---:-_+-~.....:::.-=- _

Street c7t AJ?4, c.r -Off D t.<.j/A-/
City ::.:? u;JI1lG county~~=¥

Date of Incident: ~ - ~ - -.W Time: /2-07
(Mo) , (Day) (Yr)

Phone "---.!'-'.L----'-_--' --

State Zi;; Code _

IDENTITY OF SUBS~(S) SPILLE~ED, ETC,,:f2 ,-~ S:ficted

Name of Substance(s) [G~S~, Solid]: -fZ-<Ld./.L~.c.-
Amount Released/Spilled __ v_ Actual __ P'oi~':a;t/ _~,~Estimated

__ Unknown

Type of Release/Spill: __ Terminated __ ' Continuous __ Intermittent

Substance Contained Y N U

Hazardous Material YN U

'\lCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
__ Fire __ Explosion __ AirRe! __ Spill __ MVA __ Derailment .~' __ Smoke/Dust

__ Odors __ Sewage __ NJPDES __ Noise __ Wildlife __ Illegal Dumping, __ Drums

__ Equip Start-Up/Shutdown, Equip Fail/Upset, etc. _

__ ~ Other (specify) -'-- -----_------------

RESPONSIBLE ~R, :~~~~.~z7)1~us~te-:7 Unknown

Company Name /_ ~L/I-.,e-i'liofl.lV--_+-+_H_t_\oI_\;lH.olH.,J_.\ojI_df--------
L~ /Contact . Title '--- __ ~

Street

____ . ~ County ___ ~ Stale Zip Code ---,- ~

OFFIC!A~.§~OTIFIED (Name/Title):

NJSP: ~ \ / Phone .__ ~ Date/Time _

Local Health: / Phone Daternme _
._-_., .) / --:> "J

Local Munic: __ -L_,.L.t:.-'-=:>f ~..:'_.... .. ~_~____ Phone __~__ Dale/Time ,._ .._.__.~_,_. /

---_(11M)

---'---_ (I/M)

(-:-rIM \

TIERRA-B-015257



INCIDENT LO CATI ,N: -- Facility ~W?-0 her: :,?--.

~/-& /J . . -----==--_+l2~·7J~t:_;a _Name (Site): ---='""7""- . .,..:--'---'-------=::.-=:'--L.:::...:-..:..:.......e::.-,.;.,:::......____ _ . . ~ cr (
Street .. (:::::,:.::1 ,.A....J 7\, r
City ?Z:!jPY(Je-.- ~ =-__ :.-=-=-_ State Zip Code _, 2:.- ....
Date of Incident: ~. - --.t'L.. - -t22 Time: ....L--<:2':"..:::l.L..,f--_

(Mo) (Day) (Yr)

IDENTITY OF SU8~~(S) SPILLEM:ED, ETC.: /J ,_~ S£cted

Name of SUbstance(s) [Gas~~, Solid): ~ ::.c'A"'.V' ./{/LiZL./dr V
Amount Released/Spilled __ Actual __ Potential t/ __Esti'-' "."

Unknown

Substance Contained Y N U

Hazardous Material Y N UType of Release/Spill: Terminated __ Continuous __ Intermittent

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

Fire __ Explosion __ Air ReI __ Spill __ MVA Derailment __ Smoke/Dust

__ Odors __ Sewage __ NJPDES __ Noise __ Wildlife __ lIIegal Dumping __ Drums

~

' U

Y", U

<,,' U
/

Public Exposure ~ N U

Fire Department at Scene Y c;) U

Police at Scene G(>- N U

Assistance Requested ,Y '€> U

Precipitation Y N U
Wind Direction/Speed --.J'-- _

__ Sertsitive Population osp" School, Nurs, Home)

h

Injuries

Facility Evacuation

Population Evacuation

Potable Water Source Y

RESPONSIBLE~. ' /', ~ sus~e. Unknown

Company Name ~:J-.e"'{-t.ffL . .L/lL~. _
I (

Contact ' Title _

Street _

City '---------- County State Zip Code _

OFFICIALS ~OTIFIED (Name/Title):

NJSP: 'C\) Phone DatelTime (TIM)

Phone DatelTime (TIM)

Phone DatelTime (TIM)

Phone DatelTime (T/M)

Local Health: __ ~_.,....... _

Local Munic: _'T ~.Dtl3(O
USEPA: _

INCIDENT R€=-FJRRED TO:
"'-~ DEQ ~. DWR __ DSWM __ DHSM __ DHWM __ DOH

Region: __ Northern L Metro Central __ Southern

__ DFG __ DPF __ DCJ __ DCR

__ ER1 __ ER2 __ BUST

1. Name/Affil Phone _ DatelTime (T/M)
2. Name/Affif Phone DatelTime ____ / (TIM)
3. NamefAffil /_-- Phone Date/Time (T/M)
DE? RESPONSE Emergency Immediate Priority No Response

T'h (5 13

COPIES: White· Lead Agency Yellow - Other Pink· Other

TIERRA-B-015258



July 10, 1978

MEMO TO: F. D'Ascensio

FROM: A. S. Goldberg

SUBJECT: Seton Leather Company, 849 Broadway,
Newark, New Jersey 07104

At 10:15 A.M. today, representatives of P.V.S.C. met
with Mr. Al Jamison, Environmental Quality Manager and Mr.
Joseph Giordano, V.P. Engineering, of the Seton Leather Company.
M. Cordasco, V. Roselli, Frank CUpo and the writer representedP.v.S.C.

The discussion involved the poor housekeeping and
illegal industrial discharges to the combined sanitary and
storm sewer system on Verona Avenue. The material contains
high pH liquids as well as animal fats, greases and oils.
There is also large amount of yard debris, including pieces
of Wood, that find its way into the sewer.

I advised Mr, Jamison that he would be obligated
to neutralize his wastes and to provide a separator to remove
the unwanted grease and oil. He was also to clean up the
yard to prevent debris from reaching the sewer. He stated
that he would apply for an exception or exemption to the sewer
ordinance because they were only a marginal profit company
and could not afford the pre-treatment that was required. But
he Was informed that exemptions were not allowed under EPA
regulations "

They proposed to clean up the yard and construct
barriers to prevent debris and other solid wastes from reaching
the sewer. Your department will have to follow up the pre-
treatment procedures that will be necessary .

'I: {I ~ "':., ....,

.'

/'
ASG:dhb Alexander. S. Goldperg

. \ ..

cc: R. Ricci
E. Moller
I • M;}r.. l<-

V. ('-..:)"J. ~U_!

17, . C,:;, ~"'';-~'N FH~000001
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April 24, 1990

·I·~ : ,. 7 , ..~. .[',ewe L. uaViS
N.lDEP/DH'YVM
)\k:tro Field OfTice
2 Bnbcock Place
\\lest ()r,lngc, New .1crscy 07G::i2

F~e: Sc-ton ()) ... l<adel I.,eather (~o.) Ncwark~ Nevv' Jersey
Case No. 9U··()1-30()9U~

T)c:\r !Vir. Davis:

/\s ]X~rr,ue convcrs;ll;oP, !he following is the report of' aClivities conducted by I\1clCl1C S: r~ddy
(M&E) ili conjunction with PCB i'Clllcdiation al the ;dx)Ve referenced facility.

'In Scptembc,' 1989, M&E collected soil samples of stained soil adjacent to four (4) lransfonncrs
bc11ind the site's hoiler room ;me! three (3) tr<lnsformers located near Oraton Street. Analysis of'
chese S;1IY1P)cSindic;1tcd concenlratiolls of SA parts per million (ppm) and 39 ppm, respeclively.
The ;lpparcnl source or these le.vels was dripping valves, with. the staining Jimitcd to a sm:lil ,1re<1
sur;'olinl~;;igthe v;\Ives.

On I\pril 9, j (j<)(), these two (2) exterior are:lS were addressed. The concrete. pael bcnc,lt!ltllc
(:'an~;formcrs on Oraton Street was scraped, and all visually contaminated soil was removed. Oil
s~air:ing W;lS limi1cd to 1hc top inch of [he soil. One and one quarter drums of soil and dchri~ \vcre
cOllected. One COil fi rmalory sample (F LPCB-l) was collec!ee.!.

'T'::c second area addressed was the cxterior area behind the boiler mom. All fom (4) lransforlllcrs
\\/cre labeled as certified IlOn·PCB. All soil and debris within two (2) feet sUlTcHmding the pad
(:o··.V:1 to apprOXilY:alely three (3) inches were manually removed to four (4) drums. Olle
co[)firn,a\nry s<l111plc (T\LPCl3-2) was collected at the !ex:ation previollsly sampled by (v1&E.

,\ Ii ,hi ,1iS \'iC re l:i he led ,1 nd wi 11be stored in Seton's centnl1 i/.cd haz<mlous W,lste storage area
jicnd in g the rcs\ll is () r lhe \Vastc class: fical ion ana lys is. Once these resu lIs (lrc ohta incd, the W;lstCS
wi11 t)c,lran sported to ;Ii; ~\Pproved d j spos;l1 faei 1ity llnder Seton's P.eRA gcncr;l(Or idCll1 i ficalion
nU·;"1'1 bel'.

A repon outlining the. rc:,lills of the. confirmatory samples an'llyscs will be forwarded [0 youi'oJTicc
\vhcn (·~vailnb~c.

If you hive any qucsliolls regarding thesc activities, please do Ilot hesit;lIe to cOIlI;1Ctme at
201/6S)-t1 ?,Gx.

Yours vcry truly,

C1<lrc F. Sullivan
Sen ior Env j r011111cnl<l1 Scient ist

c~r)s:(.~c~
~'C: I~(ibcn}(unze

(~~tr17~ipfcj

FHM000009
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j;taU of }1tW 1tt\9'tl?
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEcrrON

DIVISION OF HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT
Metro Regional Office

2 Babcock Place, West Orange, N.J. 07052
(201) 6 -9-3960

September 19 ()0

CERTIFiED MAIL
i<ETURN i-\ECE J P:' FEQllESTECI
P 2SB 818 J42

S 12 t I~'ri :"_\)m pd l'lY
2600 Monroe Boulevard
Norristown, PA 19~03
Attn: Ca=i Zipte~
De a r : ~1r.. ;~j p ft:: i :

The attached Notice of Vioiation iNOVJ is belng sent to you tor the violation
of Ne ..' Jersey Hazardous Waste RiO"-julation:=- .. :;nd Spill Compensation ane Control
A 1-1- •

N,jSA: S8:J_O-·-~3.1l(':-:i- [Jischarqe (,f -oJ. ha::ardull? :';ub~,tance plohibici~d
{r .C , B ., T ran ~~£ 0 r me:: G i~}

- Generator permitting ttl(~ shipment of haz.;rdou:'i
waste to at1 1111alJtll0rized facj.:~ty.

- Generator failed to prepar0 a manifest before
offering a hazardous waste £or transport
Ot£-<-:.lte.

Please submit in writing the corrective measures that will be taken to attain
compliance.

FHM000016

New Jersey is an Eqlwi Opporllmi:) 1:!II{'iu,\N
Recycled P\r]p{~r

TIERRA-B-015261



Se p t e l!l be r 2 S , 199(1
PaQe 2'

Should question5 arise concerning this matter, feel free to contact me at
1201 )669--3960,

Sincerely,
.. /·/0_- ./1. ! .. \ .....!

, CV'U.:-~ C>.
\.

Edd i e L, Davis
Senior Environmental Specialist

ELD: jar
Attachments

c: Mar k Jacobs

FHM000017
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HWM-004A
3/68

I Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Hazardous Waste Management

T-wlfol Ri'le rs Pr-o!essioRaI-Bulld ing
East-Wlndsor,N:J~085 20-

-Z-'\2:>o..""=.:.-Gc..-'\<-'\?\ -, L:)e.Jt~ O\\)~~~. \;J.-::::;;:. CS10SL
.NOTICE OF VIOLATION .:::::;:

I D NO. i)::st)OQ]. \ l{J"\ G DATE q - 2 q- 90

NA M E 0 F FA C I LI TY \S~1·'-0 Co I (~J~'"'--'<=p.>C>{\e \, \(.2 rJ,\>() I'

LOCATION OF FACILITY 6·,--\4 -~o.r\l;-')Q I \\),.-IN·.-'v'-.. 00.. bV\O-:\
. ,~ , i

NAMEOF OPERATOR t\r. 0(:,(\' 1;;,;',\s: ~ .- £\\ Vx"\\( "S-"cJ::::\v..s-·

You are hereby NOTIFIED that during my inspection of your facility on the above date, the following

violation(s) of the Solid Waste Management Act, (N.J.S.A. 13:1E-1 et seq.) and Regulations (N.J.A.C.

7:26-1 et seq.) promulgated thereunder and/or the Spill Compensation and Control Act, (N.J.S.A.

58: 10-23.11 et seq.) and Regu lations (N.J .A.C. 7: 1E-1 et seq.l promu Igated thereunder were observed.

These violation(s) have been recorded as part of the permanent enforcement history of your facility.

;lXV£ ~ hlli~1 :i~' (.y"w.\"'''- £:,'1.1 ie. ~p£.C\~: c, ,."(,,,£:·,1 'o'\c~".
o~:Pe(\ 0C:::s \'\ 1\7 .. w'lj k < \C\ (' ~if<A;,p A c,C';.£ -s0:s:

\2i~6 en', \(X;::}:O',\\ (Cd ·J:)\sc ~.wccs be Ch\'f\·kP.N\.O~,) .3;~-

....s\.'JA.c.e \?{y~)\",\c·\k~.l1?C \b. c n,\\'Y",- .:v">c.-1sl :\'!:br-.S-\)5'ffi!:' r o'\\J

Remedial action to correct these violations must be initiated immediately and be completed by

"c -.~~s Air= . Within fifteen (15) days of receipt of this Notice of Violation, you

shall submit in writing, to the investigator issuing this notice at the above address, the corrective measures

you have taken to attain compliance. The issuance of this document serves as notice to you tha1 a

violation has occurred and does not preclude the State of New Jersey, or any of its agencies from init j,

atin9 further administrative or legal action, or from assessing penalties, with respect to this or other

violations. Violations of these regulations are punishable by penalties of $25,000 per violation.

FHM000018 /LC~...JL..<=:::2.....L::~~~_.~.q - [j'i - erD.
Division of Hazard s Waste Menagement
Department of Environmental Protection

TIERRA-B-015263



'IO: Ed !-bller

FRCM: M. Graglia

. DATE: August 18, 1980·

SUBJECI': MATERIALS ENTERING VEroNA AVENUE CHAMBER

Attached is a rep:lrt of our investigation into the corrplaints you made in your
letter to FrankD'Asc.ensio on 8/8/80, you will note that the two sources are
unrelated. We will continue to rronitor Seton Leather to see that their problem
stays corrected. . --/4 ~

~/Vl..-~ ~,ki. ~
Mario . ag1ia

M3)saj

cc: F. D IAscensio

FHM000058
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,,- .. ~., .,
>.~:~DATE ~--~_"';;';'~":"';'---"" ~ \tl.EATHER.~ _Aucru.st13)" 1980.. .Clear

COtlP)\!)Y NANl::----------"'-.....;;..-----------------.,----.Seton Leather Company.
, 1 .,.,. '".

;~:r'
.,:t:';;l"··: ",'

ift,,:';~~~'". .....: , .. '". . .
~,J~~~i:~;.;:~,J:!l'}lE& .TI~L.~ OF PEnSOH Cb~TTACTED : "-- --=;..-. _

ff:~:':·).~(~/:~·:...· .. ' .. ,.... . .: .... .
~g/::,.',".' 'Manager

fj!f:jF"n .." .
~';''';:'i'.' ....PU.\.POSE OF.' VISIT.'J"~~,::.,\".--I.. :):". ....;:._..:-.. ....::- - .....,...._+ __ ~•• _.

1~~;i·;7"'i;---,.:::----:-:-------:----------~---,----~--------------
./~:~~/~

,.~:<;:;.!._.~..:-.. ------:----~-~-------_-::...._--...:-.._----

~~~~~~:..":'"~-.••-._-------....;....-------------_.:...-_-------------~- .......... ,~

·\:X\.';~CA .!'XCEIVED: ".;-. -.:J:SCP'"TSSUED:

'~{::~:}'. ". ----,.;-----=------
·:·:(~\ti··,:-;:

Al Jamison, Environmental Quality Control

349 Oraton Street

. TELEPH01'!E :--------------
Skins 'entering P'VSC interceptor Sewer at Verona Ave..YlUe

r" • )" .1.". .

.F HM000059
IS CP . NUiTmrR.: -------------

~~;~J<~'~!::... >,,;: ... " . ,.... . F;AJ'~.T~VF ..

r::i:'on 'Wednesday8/13/80 Mr. Mario. Graglia assigned me to investigate skins entering
~t+f(-;" .". " ,. , . '\'

:11':':' PVOCinterceptor sewer at the Verona Avenue regulator chcmber. He stated that ih.e

have be~ kDcMn in the p~t' to c~ io~' th~ seto~ Leather Companyon Orawn

St.reet: Newark, NJ. I then ·contacted Mr. Belli, Superintendent. of our cleaning

}S/c~~s and rEqUested that th supply me with some s'amples of the. uskinslt obstructing

He stateq--that he would have these samples for me tomorrcW. On thursday
<.\. ',"

{:q:; 14 80. I went to 2nd River Yard and Mr. Belli gave me several 'pieces of leather

sewer. These skins were on the' average 4 to 5 in.

l~rig"b'y 2 in. wide .. I then went to Se~n Leather at 349 Oraton Street NEWark,Nj

d s ke with Mr. AI Jamison, Enviornmental Quality Control Manager. After sho/Lng

iin' the skins recovered from our sam tary "line I' rEqUested to lCDk over his plant
. .

.This request was honored, and in his color room I observed the s~
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skins on the floor about the same size as r had in myp:::lssession.' Further investii.
/

gation revealed that these skins were being washeddc:wn the catch basin type 'floor

drains in the color room,when the rinse water tanks were emptied onto the flCXJr,

I informed Mr. Jamison that smaller screening would have to be placed over these

grates to keep these leather scraps from going into our lines. He inforrredme that

this v;ould be done, Wethen spoke with the Supervisor of the Color Room and he stated

that the small pieces of leather are being torn off in the turrbling process .. He

into the dyeing vats and rinsing vats because the scrap skin pieces, had no retail

further stated that the leather was of a cheaper grade and was' not trirrrred before going

value, hC1.Yever, he stated this practice 'woUld'be diSCOntinued and that as of Monday

August 16 r all-skins would be tri.rnrneCJ.. be;fore_goi!1g to_the color room.. r thanked him

of improverrent. My supervisor r Mr. Graglia had also instructed me to investigate the

,
and infOnre:l him that PVBC would keep a close watch on our interceptor seWer for signs

i,,, the Amn::miaodor with Mr. Jamison pnd he stated that they did use Armonia in their

smell of Arnronia in the 'area of Verona Ave on a Saturday, date unkno,m. I sJ?Okeabout

Fire Captain of Engine #13, NewarkFire Department on Mt. Prospect Street and he

processing but he knevvof no spill at the plant. I then contacted a Mr. Rocco Palestina

infonred Ire that on Thursday July 31, 1981, they resJ?Ondedto a leaking Arrm:mia

Railroad Tank Car at OIPak COrp:Jration on McCarter Highwayin Newark; abOut 1.2 block

fran Verona Avenue.

,j
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MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
DATE:

. ~ .

::':FrankD'Ascensio,
E.J. Moller, Mg'r. Line.Eng'r.
AUGUST 8, 1980

SUBJECT: MATERIALS ENTERING VERC'NA AVENUE CHAMBER

It has been recently reported by the Cruz Construction Company
that skins, etc. are still entering our interceptor sewer at the
Verona Avenue regulator chamber. Our cleaning crew removes them
intermittantly from the sandcatcher.

In addition to the skins which have a past history of coming
from the Seaton Leather Company on Verona Avenue, there were reports

.'of strong anunonia fumes corning from an unknown source. It was
':;:reportedthat' on one .Saturday the fumes were so strong that local
:..residents had the City Fire Department out.

'.-, " ," ' ',' .

Would you please look into these two sources of illegal materials
into our se~erline •

.... , ..

FHM000061
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DOI(UMENT 18 OF 23
NSL7001613513

SE NE-lVS
HD CClit1panyowned by P.A. official cited for dumping into sewers
BY GUY STERLING
we 6~j Words
CC 4565 Characters
PD 05n5/90
SN TheStar-Ledger Newark, NJ
CY (Cclpyright Newark Morning Ledger Co., 1990)
LP A leather goods company owned by Port Authority commissioner and

former chairman Philip Kaltenbacher has been cited twice this month
for dUlllping pieces of animal skins into the sewers.

* The.;citations were issued to the Seton Leather Co. by the Passaic
Valle~ Sewerage Commission (PVSC). Certified letters were sent to
the N.ewark company May 15 and 21 for violations that occurred May 4
and l<i, said Frank D' Ascensio; manager of the commission's stream
pollution control program.

TD D'Ascensio said the firm told the commission yesterday that the
probleln had been corrected. PVSC inspectors will check today to see
if it h43s,he added.

Once the problem has been remedied, the commission's technical
staff alld lawyers for the parties to the case will sit down and
discuss penalties, n'Ascensio said. Penalties could include recovelY
of wh2t it cost the commission to dispose of the skins, along with
additicnal fees; he added.

The letters of citation were mailed to Seton after commission
workers came across the hides in what are known as "sand catches, It

areas intended to pick up sand and grit from the sewers, said
D' Ascensio. He described the skins as "of good size," saying one
piece measured 2 by 3 feet.

D' Ascensio said the leather pieces were waterlogged and heavy but
did not damage the sewer system. "If they had; our response would
have been different," he added.

The strips filled a bucket that holds several cubic feet of
material, the PVSC official said. Commission workers were forced to
remove them from the sand catches and then transport them to a
landfill; he added.

The commission has had problems with Seton over the dumping of
skins into the sewers going back at least several years, according to
D' Ascensio. Those difficulties were previously resolved when the
company installed screens to prevent the hides from discharging into
the disposal network, he said.

Commission officials do not know what happened to the s~reens to

FHMOOOOB2
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allow~ tk discharge of skins into the sewers again. Kaltenbacher, a
resideul of West Orange, was not available for comment yesterday.

A \A'oman answering the phone in his office said the former
assemblyman and chairman of the New Jersey Republican State Committee
would not return from a trip until next week. No other executive at
Seton:. responded to a request for information yesterday.

Leatner can hinder the operation of certain mechanisms in the
sewerage system, D' Ascensio said. He was not certain how many
screens Seton had installed but said they had been put in place
wherever they were needed.

"The idea behind the screens is to keep the skins and pieces of
skin out of the sewers," D' Ascensio said.

He added that the commission, in its deliberations concerning the
most :-recentdiscovery of hides in the sewer system, might do nothing
more than require Seton to make certain the screens remain in place.

"Wewouldn't necessarily require them to do something new,"
D' Ascensio said. "But we would require that they maintain the system
as it is supposed to be maintained, with the screens."

Arnold Cohen of the Ironbound Committee Against Toxic Waste, a
citizen watchdog group that monitors PVSC activities, urged the
commission to fine Seton for the infractions. "The commission should
be sending out a strong message that if you dump, you pay," he said.

The PVSC, a Newark-based agency that provides sewerage service to
more than two dozen communities in North Jersey, has had other
problems with Seton.

The commission and the company are engaged in litigation in
Superior Court in Newark over the company's alleged violation of its
sewer connection permit and its alleged violation of PVSC lUles
concerning the pre-treatment of discharge into the sewer system.

The 52-year-old Kaltenbacher serves as chairman of the board and
chief executive officer of Seton, a firm primarily engaged in tanning
and distributing leather goods to the auto and furniture upholstery
industries. His grandfather co-founded the company in 1906.

Kaltenbacher was appointed to Port Authority's board of
commissioners by Gov. Thomas Kean in January 1983. In September
1985, he succeeded Alan Sagner as the bistate agency's chairman.

Kaltenbacher, an attorney, resigned the chairmanship early last F HMO 0 0 0 8 3
month but remains one of the Port Authority's 12 commissioners.

10607 * End of document.
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liD L~2tf,er goods firm again cited in dumping
BY GLJYSTERLING
we 5~4lVords
CC 3881Characters
PD 06(22/90
SN The Star-Ledger Newark) NJ
CY (Copyright Newark Morning Ledger Co., 1990)
LP For the third time in less than two months, the Newark

leather-goods company owned by a Port Authority commissioner who once
served as the bi-state agency's chairman has been cited for dumping
pieces ()f animal skin into the sewers.

* The Seton Leather Co. was sent its most recent citation Monday for
a violation that occurred June 12. The earlier violations occurred
May 4 and 16.

TD FIank D' Ascensio, manager of stream pollution control for the
Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (PVSC), yesterday confirmed the
latest 'Violation.
It carne even after the company owned by Philip Kaltenhacher of

West Orange had promised last month that there would be no more
discoveries of hides in the sewer system and spent time to prevent a
repeat of such incidents) D' Ascensio said.

* Sewn Leather welded additional screens onto existing grates to
block any more leather strips from passing into the sewers) he added.
Inspectors from the PVSC) a Newark-based agency that provides
sewerage service to more than two dozen North Jersey communities)
checked the work and believed it would remedy the difficulty,
D' Ascensio said.

"We're at a loss to explain how this happened and I'm sure they
(Seton officials) are) too," he said. "They clearly expended an
effort to correct the problem) but it appears that effort wasn't 100
percent effective. The problem still has to be corrected."

>;< PVSC and Seton Leather officials have a conference scheduled for
next Friday to review the situation.

* Environmental litigation brought by the PVSC against Seton Leather
will also be on the agenda. That case, which involves the company)s
alleged violation of its sewer connection permit and its alleged
violation of PVSC rules concerning the pre-treatment of discharge
into the sewer system) is pending in Superior Court in Newark.

The city of Newark will be represented at the meeting as well,
said Al Zach, director of the city)s department of engineering.

Among the issues to be discussed at the session will be fines and
penalties the PVSC may impose against Seton for the violations, a

FHM000084
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c:ompolimceschedule for the leather firm's pre-treatment of its sewer
disch;arle and Newark's role in the case, said a PVSC lawyer.

Ne"\Vlrkofficials have been concerned for a number of years about
* discI..arges of high sulfides from Seton Leather, said Zach. Seton has

wantedlo install a "modified sewer" in the city street that would be
desigElei to solve its sulfide troubles, he added.

Ne'l\iVa-khas not allowed Seton to make the change and denied it
permits for the work but recently "had a change of heart," the city's
chief ellgineer said.

SuI~:fidesaffect the acidity of water.
Zach described the discharge of leather into the sewers as a

problem that was "not unsolvable."
* D()na!d Robinson, a counsel for Seton Leather, said the firm had

been ad~ering to the PVSC's wishes.
"In t~epast several weeks, the PVSC asked the company to place

safeguards to prevent the discharge of leather pieces into the
sewerage system," he said. "The company complied 100 percent with
these requests.

"Tne PVSC inspected the new installations. The company will be
meeting with the PVSC next week to discuss whether there is a need
for additional safeguards. "

Kaltenbacher, 52, serves as chairman of the board and chief
executi,re officer of the Seton Co., a firm primarily engaged in
tanning and distributing leather goods to the auto and furniture
upholstery industries.

He was appointed to the Port Authority'S board of commissioners in
1983 and from 1985 until April served as its chairman. While
Kaltenbacher resigned the chairmanship, he remains one of the Port
Authority's 12 commissioners.

10607 * End of document.
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MEMORANDUM ,

TO: Mario Graglia

FHOM: Anthony Gammw'o

DATE: October 19, 1987

SUBJECT: SUU1IDES RESULTS

The followinghad a high sulfide result:
1]) if Company Name WO if Date

Schedule
Date
Complete

llesuI ts

............~-~--~-~..._-'------.......__ ._--"----_._-~....,..,..,...,...................,.---------~-_._--....-.-.,...------~----:.~;y::::'_.:~..:---_ ..-......-,-
.... -20401361 Seton Leather 134019 09/02/87 09/29/87 50.0;

F\1MOOO'\43
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TO:

JlltOM:

J) ATE:

SUBJECT:

Mar'io GragHa

Anthony Camm&!'o

April 14,1988

MEMORANDUlVl

HEA VY METAL RESULTS

The following company had high Heavy Metal rcsu1ts.

Seton Leathel'

t AG/mc

1.D.#

20401362

w.o#

137238

w.o. Date Completed (R8SU.~~
\
1
'

Ct' \\

04/13/88 \ 9.42 lj

~-~'

FHM000144
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TO: Mario Graglia

FllOM: Anthony Gammaro

DATE: July 1.9 1988

SUBJECT: SULFIDES RESULTS

MEMORANDU~'1

The following had a higll sulfide result:

I.D.*

Seton Leathel' 20401362

W.O.#

1388'75 06/22/88

"\ I, I

/,.' / /,../, ..'

./ I /

1[/

FHM000145
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MEMORANDUM

TO: MARIO GRAGLIA

FROM: DAISY ELLISON

DATE: NOVEMBER 7,1988

SUBJECT: HEAVY METAL RESULTS

Tile following company ha(j high Heavy Metal results.

Sa mole Date ResuIt,:,:
1.D # W.o #

---~:~--... .... C-~~r. ·m€J.1C0!!lR-any N.!l.!"e Date ~~~~,-eG--- //>-;~..\
I C'· ISeton Leathet' 20401361 139940 09/08/88 11/02/88 \ 5'{.,~.)" ./... ,'Cr;" J

Se ton Lea tller 20401362 139946 09/09/88 10/31/88 ( 39.37,1
\ ../'\'.. / I--"Cr

N. J. Tallning 21t101330 139847 09/01/88 11/02/88 ( 85.y
\,-", ._ ..•• ...--,c<

de

FHM000146
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MEMORANDUM

TO: !VI ARlO GRAGLIA

[o'EOM: DAISY ELLISON

DATE: MARCH 08, 1989

SUB,JECT: SULFIDES RESULTS

The following' had a high sulfide result:

l.D.# W.O.if

Seton LeatllOl' 20401361 143379

de

~~1?~_C
Date

02/22/39 3/03/89

F H ~~0 001 47
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MEMO.llIANDUM

TO MARIO GRAGUA

Laura Di tchkus

DATE: August 11 1989

SUBtfECT: HIGH SULFIDE RESULTS

Sam~~ Date
ComQ~~~am.:: LD.i} W.O.#: Date COrnG~lete(1 l~~e8ult---- ----~.~-- ----

SETON LEATHER 204013Gl 145495 5/23/89 7/28/89 238.7

~'
SETON LEATHER 20401361 146187 6/20/89 7/28/89 63.73

Id

-FHM000148
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TO
FHOlVl

DATE:

SUBJECT:

SETON LEATHEH.

Id

r

NLEMOltANDU M

IV1A mo GllAGLIA

Laura Ditcl1kus

OCTOBER 18,1989

SULFIDE RESULTS

I.D.# W.O.ff

20401362 I48006

§ar~
Date

09/20/89

,
/' ;' 1\(I

I I

/
II,(

/ I /" I

U !., ,
\ ,

FHM000149
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i\1EMORANDU M

TO: MAlll.O GRAGLIA

FHOM: J"ACK TRAIN A

j) ATE: 12/13/89

SUUJECT: ViOLATION CHROMIUM

COMPANY NAME 1D# w.O#
SEi~TON r;EATHER 20401361 "r48846

SAMPLE
"DATE-
11/6/89

DATE
COMPLE'fED RESUL']['[S
11/30/89 '24~46----

FHM000150
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TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

MEMORANDUM

MARIO GRAGLIA

,lACK TH,AIN A

JANUARY 9, 1990

CHROMIUM TOTAL VIOLATION

SAMPLE DATE
COMPANY NAME lDft 'W.Oif DATE-- C6iVB?LETED RESUI/l'tS-------- --- -~---
SETON LEA'rHER C02040B62 49385 12/05/89 01./03/90 50.75

SETON LEATHER COZ0401361 49394 12/05/89 01/0:3/90 10.97

FHM000151
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TO: M AIUO G RAGLlA

FROM: JACK TRAINA

DATE: 01/25/90
SUBJgCT: SULFIDE VIOLATION

COMPANY NAME ID#: W.O#
S"EA'I'ONEEATHER 20401361 497"27

MEMORANDUM

SAMPLE
DATE .
12/19/89

NOT FOR ENFORCEMENT PURPOS.ES

})
('(, j'..•. IC•• ,. ..) •

\..~. . \..: r' .I: - /
'j /~ (

\

FHM000152
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MEMORANDUM

TO: MARIO GRAGLIA

FRO !VI: ,JACK TRAINA

DATE: 02/01/90

SU13JECT: CHROMIUM VIOLATION

COMPANY NAME 1DM: W.O#
SE-ATON-CEATHEll 20401.361 50061

20401362 50062

SAMPU~
"DNI'E-
tnili/9o
01/1. J.!90

FHM000153
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TO: MAmo GRAGLIA

FnOll1: JACK TRAINA

DATE: 02/14/90
SUBJECT:

MEMORANDUM

SULFIDE VIOLATION

TN.on
50327

SAMPLE
DATE-
01/23/90

DATE
COMP LJ!.:r.~.~ED
02/13790-'--

FHM000154
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TO: MAnlO GRAGLIA

Fl{OM: JACK TRAI1~ A

DATI~: 03/07/90
SUI3JECT: SULFIDE VIOLATION

COMPANY NAME ll)# W.off
sEA'f()fTI:"EA:'fI-IEH. 20401361 50905"

MEMOUANDUM

L)
,i

{
", ..F;.' / /<-c /

i /
( (

I

FHM000155
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TO: lVlARIO G RAGLIA

F I(OM: JACK TRAINA

DATE: 04/1'1/90
S Ul)JEC'l':

MEMORANDUM

SULFIDE VIOLATION
,125 REG.LIlVlIT 24

COMPANY NAME lD#
·sIfAT6tTL'i~:A·rrTIE R 2 a4 0 1 :3G1

W.O#
51673

SAMPLE
.5ATE~-
03/21/90

DATE

FHM000156
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MEiWORANDUM

TO; MARIO GllAGLIA

jI ROt\1: JACK TH.AINA

DATE: 04/17/90

SUBJECT: CHROMIUM VIOLATION
425 REG. LIMIT 8

COMPANY NAME IDif W.O#
slfNr<5ifLEATuER -20401361 512-63

FHM000157
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MEMORANDUM

'1'0 MARIO GllAGLIA

Ii ROIVl Laura Ditchkus
DATE: ,TUNE 20, 1990

SUBJECT: HIG 11:CHUO MID JVI TOTAL

~~or_~~. Name I.D.# TN.O.# Date---

SETON 20401361 152145 \\)1 l~o
mnON 20401361 152767 J

vl':: ju

ld

FHM000158
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'1'0

FnolVI

DATE:

SUBJECT:

SETON LEATHER

ld

MElvl0HANDUM

MAllIO G 11AGLIA

Laura Ditel1kus

JUNE 21,1990

HIGH SULFIDE

I.D.# W.O.#

20401361 53201

Sample
Date

Date
C'...oulDte t~d

r __ -'~. __ .~

G/U/90

FHM000159
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MEMORANDUM

TO MARIO GRAGLIA

Fl{OIVl Laura Di tchkus

DATE: JUly 16, 1990

SUBJECT: HIGH SULFIDE

~!Gple Date
g£.lP~QX Name I~D.# W.O.# Da.te -CoF)J)I~e·l<).il l~l~sult l~trr~~.~:---- .....:::~---.:!.:J....::.:::-:r~ -----_.~._-

rJ n\c\ \) SFD
SETON 20401%1 153977 7/12/90 40 21;

Jd

FHM000160
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MEMORANDUM

'1'0: lVlAH.IOGRAGLIA

F1101VI: JOE SMITH

DATE: OCT.24, 1990

SULFIDES VIO. OVER 24
CAT. 425

SUl>,JECT:

COMPANY ID # WO #: SAMPLE DATE .BJ3.SDF./f L~F/zrI1NAMIf---- DA'I;~ CO IVlP. --~------_ .._--
"-- ----

ovrm
II 2TON LEATHER 20401361 55887 9/18/90 10/17/90 26.4 24

,JS

"FHM000161
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MEMORANDUM

TO: M A RIO G RAGLIA

F iWM; JOE SMITH

DATE: DEC. 3, 1990

SUI3J ECT: SULFIDES VIO

CAT. 425

COMPANY ID # WO if: SAMPLE DATE I~ESUL'f Llfi~~~~J'INAME-- DATE- COMPo
__ M ___ --._-- -------.- ~--

( OVER

SETON LEATHER CO. 2040!:Wl 56691 10/31/90 11/16/90 245 24

FHM000162

JS
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TO:

FltOM:

DATE:

SLJ!3JECT:

COMPANY
NAME-"-"~

MAUIO GRAGLIA

,JOE SMITH

DEC.26, 1990

. SULFIDE VIO

CAT c125
MAX. 24 DAILY

ID #:

SETON LEATHER CORP. 20401361

MEMORANDUM

wo it-

57261

SAlV!.PLE DATE
"nATE- COMPo

11/27/90 12/21/90

/""{"\ f/"\
/ \J

/ . \

(
/ "" (" )Co \/\i.~/ ." ,/ '\

: \, ,

,

436.0 OVER

FHM000163
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGfON2

290 BROADWAY
NEWYORK. NY' 10007-1866

JUN - 8 2006

GENERAL NOTICE LETTER
URGENT LEGAL MATTER
PROMPT REPLY NECESSARY
CERTIFIED MAIL-~TURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Philip D. Kaltenbacher, CEO
Seton Company, Inc.
1000 Madison Avenue
Norristown, PA 19403

Re: Diamond Alkali Superfund Site
Notice' of Potential Liability for
Response Actions in the Lower Passaic River StUdy Area, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Kaltenbacher:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency ("EP A") is charged with responding to the
release and/or threatened rel~e of hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants into the'
environment and with enforcement responsibilities under the Comprehensive Enviro~ental
Response, Compensation,. and Liability Act 'of 1980, as amended ("CERCLA"), 42 U.S.C.
§9601 et~.· EPA is seeking your cooperation in an innovative approach to environmental .
remediation and restoration activities for the Lower Passaic River.

EPA has documented the release or threatened release ofhazard.ous substances, pollutants and
contaminants into the six-mile stretch of the river known as the Passaic River Study Area, which
is part of the Diamond Alkali Superfund Site ("Site") located in Newark, New Jersey. Based on
the results of previous CERCLA remedial investigation activities and other environmental
studies, including a reconnaissance study ofthe Passaic River conducted by the United States
AnnyCorps of Engineers (''USACE''), EPA has further determined that contaminated sediments
and other potential sources of hazardous substances exist along the entire 17-mile tidal reach of
the Lower Passaic River. Thus, EPA has decided to expand the area of study to include the entire
Lower Passaic River and its tributaries from Dundee Dam to Newark Bay ("Lower Passaic River
Study Area").·

Internet Address (URL). htlp:/Iwww.epa.gov
RecycledlRecyclable • Printed with Vegetable 011Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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• By thi&letter» EP A is notifying Seton Company» Inc. of its potential liability relating to the Site
pursuant to Section 107(a) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a). Under CERC~ potentially
responsible parties ("PRPs») include current and past owners and operators of a facility, as well
as persons who arranged for the disposal or treatment of hazardous substances at the Site, or the
transport ofh~ardous substances to the Site.

In recognition of our complementary roles, EPA has formed a partnership with USAcE and the
New Jersey Department of Transportation-Office of Maritime Resources ("OMR") ["the
governmental partnership"] to identify and a<idresswater quality improvement, remediation» and
restoration opportunities in the 17-mile Lower Passaic River Study Area. This governmental
partnership is consistent with a national Memorandum of Understanding (''MOU) executed on
July 2»2002 between EPA and USACE. This MOU calls for the two agencies to cooperate»
where appropriate, on environmental remediation and restoration of degraded urban rivers and
related resources. In agreeing to implement the MOU» the EPA and USACE will use ·their
existing statutory and regulatory authorities in a coordinated manner. These authorities for EPA
include CERCLA, the Clean Water Act, and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. The
USACE»s authority stems from the Water Resources Development Act ("WRDA'). WRDA
allows for the use of some federal funds to pay for a portion of the USACE's awroved projects
related to ecosystem restoration. .

• For the first phase of the Lower Passaic River Restoration Project, the governmental partners are
proceeding with an integra~ed five-to-seven-year study to detei:mine an appropriate remediation
and restoration plan for the river. The study will involve investigation of environmental impacts
and pollution sources, as well as evaluation of alternative actions, leading to recommendations of
environmental remediation and restoration activities. The study is being conducted pursuant t.o
CERCLA and WRDA

Based on information that EPA evaluated during the course ~fits investigation of the Site, EPA
believes that hazardous substances were released from the Seton Company, Inc. facility located at
849 Broadway, Newark, New Jersey, into the Lower Passaic River Study Area. Haz~dous
substances» pollutants and contaminants released from the facility into the river present a risk to
the environment and the humans who may ingest contaminated fish and shellfish. Therefore,
Seton Company, Inc. may be potentially liable for response costs which the government may.
incur relating to the study of the Lower Passaic River. In addition, responsible parties may be
required to pay damages for injUry to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources, including the
cost of assessing such damages.

EPA is aware that the financial ability of some PRPs to contribute toward the payment of
response costs at the Site may be substantially limited. Ifyou believe, and can document, that
you fall within that category» please inform Sarah Flanagan and William Hyatt in writing at the
addresses identified below in this letter. You will be asked to submit financial records including
federal income tax returns as well as audited financial statements to substantiate such a claim .

•
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• Please note that, because EPA has a potential claim against you, you must include EPA as a
creditor if you file for bankruptcy. You are also' requested to preserve and retain any documents
now in the possession or control of your Company or its agents that relate in any manner to your
facility or the Site or to the liability of ~y person under CERCLA for response actions or
response costs at or in connection with the facility or the Site, regardless of any corporate
document retention policy to the contrary.

Enclosed is a list of the other PRPs who have received notices of potential liability. This list
represents EPA's findings on the identities ofPRPs to date. w.e are continuing efforts to locate
additional PRPs who have released hazardous substances, directly or indirectly, "into the Lower
Passaic River Study Area. Exclusion from the list does not constitute a final determination by
EPA concerning the liability of any party for the release or threat of release of hazardous
substances at the Site. Please be advised that notice of your potential liability at the Site may be
forwarded to all parties on this'list as well as to the Natural Resource Trustees~

.'
. ,

We request that you become a "cooperating party" for the Lower Passaic River Restoration
Project. As a cooperating party, you, along with many other such parties, will b~ expected to
fund the CERCLA study. Upon completion ofthe study, it is expected that CERCLA and
WRDA processes will be used to identify the required remediation and restoration programs, as
well as the assignment of remediation and restoration costs. At this time, the commitments of
the cooperating parties will apply only to the study. For those 'who choose not to cooperate, EPA
may apply the CERCLA enforcement process, pursuant to Sections 106(a)'and 107(a) of
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9606(a) and § 9607(a) and other laws.

You may become a cooperating party by participating in the Cooperating Parties Group
("Group") that has already formed to fund the CERCLA study portion of the Lower Passaic
River Restoration Project.

We strongly encourage you to contact the Group to discuss your participation. You may do so by
contacting:

William H. Hyatt, Esq.
Common Counsel for the Lower Passaic River Study Area Cooperating Parties Group
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP
One Newark Center, 10th Floor
Newark, New Jersey 07102
(973) 848-4045
whyatt@kJ.com

Written notification should be provided to EPA and Mr. Hyatt documenting your intention to
join the Group and settle with EPA no later than 30 calendar days from your receipt of this letter.
The result of any agreement between EPA and your Company as part of the Group will need to
be memorialized in an Administrative Order on Consent. Your written notification to EPA•
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• should 'be mailed to:

•

•

Sarah Flanagan, Assistant Regional Counsel
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
290 Broadway - 17th Floor ,
New York, New York 10007-1866

Pursuant to CERCLA Section 113(k), EPA must establish an administrative record that contains
documents that fonn the basis ofEPA's decision on the selection of a response action for a site. .
The administrative re,cord file and ~e Site file are located at EPA's Region 2 Superfund Records
Center, at 290 Broadway, New York, NY on the 18th floor. You may call the Records Center at
(212) 637-4308 to make an appointment to view the administrative record and/or the Site file for
the Diamond Alkali Site, Passaic River.

As you may be aware, the Superfund Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields
Revitalization Act became, effective on January 11, 2002. This Act ~ntains several exemptions
and defenses to CERCLA liability, which we suggest that all parties evaluate. You may obtain' a
copy of the law via the futemet at http://www.epa.gov/swerospslbflsblrbra.htm
and'review EPA guidances regarding these·exemptions at http://www.epa.gov/compJiance/
resources/poJicies/cle'anup/superfund •.

Inquiries by counselor inquiries of a legal nature should be directed to Ms. Flanagan at
(212) 637-3136. Questions ofa technical nature should be directed to Elizabeth Butler,
Remedial Project Manager, at (212) 637-4396.

Sincerely yours,

/~
Ray Basso, Strategic Integration Manager

, Emergency and Remedial Response Division

Enclosure 'to - 0i:J
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