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'“Ehmoxi siammck prodund Agem amge iu this Newark, NJ plant umﬁl 1968.

The company 4158 songht 10 en-

courage the rest of the industry o -

“practice good citizenship™ by
cleaning up its product,
Chandler of Diameond Alkali

“It’s (the lawsuit) W;A
already figured into the
price of the (Diamond
Shamrock) stock.”

— industry analyst

wrole after the March 1965 con-
clave that “the purpose of the meet-
ing was obviously designed to help
us solve this problem before outsid-
ers confuse the issue and cause us
n¢ end of grief.” At the time, Dis-
mond’s 24,5 pesticide sold by fad
the highest diexin level ~— from 8

ppm 10 24 pypm, Dow documents*

show,

Internal memos reveal that Dpw
was afraid berbicide customery
would contract the chioracne,
prompting further indusiry regula-
ton. V.K. Rowe, toxicologist for
Dow, wrote in a June 1965 letter 1o
s Capadian company official that
the dioxin in 145T “is exception-
ally toxic: It has a tremendous po-
tential for producing chiloracne
and systemic injury.”

He sald that chloracne in cus
tomers should be avoided becsuse
“i this should occur, the whole
2457 industry will be hard hit,
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and l wmzld exm very restrigiive

legislation, eithay barring the-me.
terial or putting very rigid contrals -
on it. That is the niain reason Fl
wa are 80 ooneamui that weﬁgu
up our house from within."

But later that year, lnomﬂ{&ﬁ 0
official was concerned that the £
March warning had been ignored.
An official at the Hercules Powder '
Co., snether producer of Agent.,
Orange, wrpte o July 1965 thai ’ 5
Dow was “extremely -frighiennd A
that this situption could expiede.
They sre awabe that their.col i
tors are manpfacturing 2,4.5
alarming améunts of (dioxin), and

if the govegnment learns of ihis,
‘the whole ustty will sutfer.™
Robart sylor, 8 la er IW

~'veterans, “*tontands

shotld be held liable f m im "
to furivin'fHamond {3
“patitoss ig thé 1%shs

_that uu:% m:;mg
Orange with high dioxin level;““" g
A memorandugp by the |

for the Meterans, ‘quoting in)
company records, says that 1iig g
cember 1968 bgtches -of due
Orangs manufactured by D
contaited wore than 8 ppm. 4
US. Army sindy of vnused
cide found that Dismond's
Orange had- the highest
level — from 8.62 19 14.4 ppme
product with- the mext bifhdst 5
dioxin level was in Mon '8,
with 7.62 ppaj, fellowed by he
. cide mantfaciured by T.H. Agri

ture and Nuirltion at 0.4 ppm,
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Earlier this year, the fadersl
government paxd $33 million fo buy
out the residents of Times Beach,
Mo., where the spraying of waste,
il from another former Agedit; ;
Orange plant had contam
soil 10 & level of 1 ppm. The Censeps '
for Disease Contrel in Atlantf col-

s g

Diamond bought the Newark!
plant in 1851, and by 1959, qgher
manufact@rers ssy, it was awargaf
the chlorscne problem in workess.
Chandler observed in hzs""‘ms
memo that Diamond chemists pre-
vieusly had identified dioxin a2 &
potential chloracne cause.

Court papers show Ehat
mond workers in Newar »&mg
were afflicted with chlomﬂay a
skin di directly link
dioxin exposure. A 1963 visitie
factory by Donald J. Birminghain .
and Marcus Key of the US. Public *
Health Service found that 40 of the |
60 employees suffered from chlo-
racne and that cases had been ob-%
served as.early as 1951 var ¥

The pair wrote that the exfiay-
ees were rotated in their e\
avoid exposurs o “hot spots” in
which chemical vapors escaped.

Iris Blumenau, & nurse who ac-.
companied Dr. Jacab Bleiberg on
his weekly trips 10 treat the New-
ark workess, said. "I specificaliygp-
member Dr. Bleiberg sayimgamo
them, ‘Why the hell do you kedp
doing this? This will kill yoZ @it
they said, ‘Jake, I can make rwisess
much here as at any other BES™
Bleiberg later published a paper,
identifying several cases of Ezver
disease at the plant. TR

The conclusion was questiiied.
by a 1969 study that said Ehahﬁiﬁ-;,
mond workers were not suff
from liver problems. e

siders exposures above 0.001 ppm ::
potentially harm!nt M
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