
Instructor: Bruce Kubanoff (2002 Science Teacher Workshop participant)

School district: Hamilton Township, NJ

Lesson Title: Simulation of Radioactive Decay

Grades: 9,10,11,12

Overview: You will be able to make a mental model of how the nuclei of radioactive
atoms decay.

Objectives: Simulate decay, graph results, determine half life.
Materials & Resources:
• Paper cups
• Pea, lima beans or lentils (split peas represent nuclei; lima beans or lentils represent

decay product nuclei)
• Large trays
• Zip lock bags










