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Dear Mr. Stempien:

I am writing in response to your March 27, 2014 letter sent to Commissioner Martin regarding
the Steve Lang Property. This property is located in Bridgewater Township, Somerset County,
and is designated as Block 712, Lot 4. As discussed in the Department of Environmental
Protection’s (Department) previous letters, the Main Stem Raritan River from the confluence of
the North and South Branches to Landing Lane bridge in New Brunswick is classified as general
surface waters, non-trout (FW2-NT) under the Surface Water Quality Standards (N.J.A.C.
7:9B). Since it is not currently classified as a Category One water, a 300 foot riparian zone or
Special Water Resource Protection Area (SWRPA) is not required along this segment of the
Raritan River.

According to your recent letter, you believe that the Raritan River within Bridgewater Township
should be designated a Category One water because it supplies water to approximately 131,822
residents within New Brunswick, Milltown, and Franklin Township. Please be advised that the
Department may entertain petitions for reclassification of specific segments of surface waters
(The conditions under which such reclassification may occur are discussed within Subchapter
7:9B-1.11 of the Surface Water Quality Standards). Such petitions should be sent to the
following:

Mail Code 401-02A

Division of Water Quality
Water Resource Management
P.O. Box 420

401 East State Street
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420

You have also requested that drawings be resubmitted for the Department’s approval showing a
300 foot buffer along the two onsite streams and an onsite spring. As discussed above and in past
Department correspondence, the onsite streams drain into a segment of the Raritan River that is
not classified as a Category One water. Consequently, a 300 foot buffer is not required. Please
note that Subchapter 10 of the Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7:13-10.2
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Requirements for a regulated activity in a riparian zone) sets conditions and limits upon the
amount of riparian zone vegetation that can be disturbed for various regulated activities.

Regarding freshwater wetlands, the Department issued a Letter of Interpretation-Line
Verification for the property on June 10, 2011. This letter verified the extent and accuracy of
wetlands and State open waters that were delineated on the property. In addition, the Letter of
Interpretation informed the applicant that any regulated activities proposed within a freshwater
wetland, wetland transition area or water area would require a permit from the Department’s
Division of Land Use Regulation unless specifically exempted under the Freshwater Wetlands
Protection Act Rules at N.J.A.C. 7:7A-2.8. Regulated activities within wetlands, transition area,
and/or water areas are defined at N.J.A.C. 7:7A-2.2 and 2.6 of the Freshwater Wetlands

Protection Act Rules.

Please contact me by email at mark.harris@dep.state.nj.us or by phone at (609) 633-6563 should
you have any questions regarding this letter. Be sure to include the property’s block and lot
numbers in any correspondence.

Sincerely,
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Mark Harris
Environmental Specialist 2
Bureau of Inland Regulation



