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Existing Rules
 N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.4(a)(2)(i)

 requiring sites to maintain pre-construction recharge
 N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.4(a)(3)

 requiring sites to maintain pre-construction peak flows 
 N.J.A.C. 7:8-5.4(a)(2)(ii)

 exemption from recharge standard for urban redevelopment projects

 Under the current rules, development projects must achieve “pre-
construction” groundwater recharge and peak runoff rates. 

 In the case of redevelopment projects where considerable 
impervious surface coverage already existed, this standard 
requires no reduction in the quantity of runoff from the 
redeveloped site. 



Existing Rules
In effect, it preserves the status quo in which 

redeveloped sites are permitted to continue 
discharging large amounts of stormwater 
pollution. 
What’s more, the current rules waive the 

groundwater recharge standard entirely for sites 
located within the “urban redevelopment area.” 



Maintaining pre-construction conditions is often 
not sufficient to prevent water quality 
degradation, and is, by definition, never sufficient 
to restore water quality in a watershed that is 
already impaired by stormwater. 

This approach relegates New Jersey’s rivers, 
streams, lakes, and bays to a state of permanent 
impairment. 

Concerns



DEP should require redevelopment sites, like new 
development sites, to reduce runoff by retaining the 
water quality design storm volume in order to curb 
pollution beyond current levels and restore impaired 
waterways. 

Note: a strong redevelopment standard would not cause developers to build on 
greenfields instead of already-developed land because of increased stormwater 
management costs. A Smart Growth America study found that stormwater 
requirements actually have little, if any, impact on where and what developers 
choose to build.

Suggested Change



Redeveloped Land in NJ

As of 
2001



A visual depiction of the level of 
development in NJ from 1972-
2001 from Rutgers 

The density of development 
makes the need for strong 
redevelopment rules an absolute 
necessity, particularly in urban 
areas along waterways prone to 
flooding or at increased risk of 
sea level rise. 
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