Township of Stafford

Fertilizer Education Course
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Including runoff of ehéjﬁ'ﬁ‘(:al?and related substances
from the improper application of fertilizer products.




Key Concerns

s \Wehad to do something now.

= IMportant: to have an ordinance supported
By strong scientific:and empirical data.

m Effiectiveness Is determinged by-acceptance
and usanility by the public and husinesses.

s Education;ofitihe public'& commercial
landscapersiis paramoeunt to the success.

= Ordinance must withstand legal challenges.



Eertilizer Impacts

» Contaminates and Chemicals can be harmful to potable water
supplies. Dr. Hale, Rutgers reported a 60% increase over 10
years

> Phosphorous & Nitrates can enter waterways and cause
elevated growths of algae and aquatic vegetations.

>Improper application of fertilizers cause detrimental effects on
waterways.

»Local soil conditions have little ability to remove nitrates,
phosphates, nutrients, and other common ingredients in
fertilizer



BASEd O tIeSE CONCERAS;
ITheStafiora iewnship Viayerr and Council
on Decemider 15, 2009;, enacted
Ordinance # 2009-50.

Fhisierdinance created Chapter 105 of the
Stafferd lrewnship Code entitied

“Eertilizer Application Reguirements:



Chapter 105-1; PUrpese

= [ he purpose of this ordinance Is to regulate
the outdoor application of fertilizer
products so as to reduce the overall amount
of excess nutrients from fertilizers entering
the waterways, thereby helping to protect
and improve surface and groundwater
quality.
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Chapter 105-3; Proninied Conduct

= Applicators shall be prohibited from engaging in any of the
following activities.

> The application of any phosphorous fertilizer as
demonstrated by a need for a specific soils in accordance
with a soil test and the associated annual fertilizer
recommendation issued by the Rutgers Cooperative
Research and Extension.

> The deposit of grass clippings, leaves, or vegetative debris
Into water bodies, retention or detention areas, drainage
ditches or stormwater drains, or onto impervious surfaces
except during scheduled cleanup programs.



Chapter 105-4; EXempiions

= [ he following activities shall be exempt
from the provision of section 105-3

> The application of any phosphorous
fertilizer when:

> Establishing or re-establishing vegetation.

> Commercial Farms, recreational fields, parks,
with an approved BMP & turf management
plan.

> Container plantings, gardens -



>

>

Chapter 105-5, RECOmMMENCations

Drop spreaders, rather than broadcast spreaders
or other type spreaders,

Nitrogen-based fertilizers in slow-release formula
should be used absent a documented need for
other fertilizer types.

Fertilizers should not be applied within twenty-
four (24) hours of any substantial rainfall
consisting of any storm generating one-half inch of
rain or more within a twenty-four (24) hour
period.



Chapter 105-5, RECOmMMENCations

> Soll testing should be conducted once every three
(3) years to determine which nutrients, if any, are
necessary before any fertilizers are applied.

> Fertilizers should be applied, if at all, no more
than four (4) times per year on a single parcel of

property.

> Fertilizer should not be applied to areas within the
25-foor buffer of any waterbody.



Chapter 105-6; Eertilizer Education

> All Landscape Professionals who apply
fertilizer to properties within Stafford
Township must complete this course no
later than January 1, 2011.

> There will be a charge of $20.00 for each
LLandscape Professional for the course.



Chapter 105-7; Eniforcenent

= [ he provisions within this ordinance will be
enforced by the Stafford Township Code
Enforcement Officer.

= Only real enforcement is through education
and publicity.
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