
urvr~-L-oo~7~a-z~ 011 ~~~o~~ ~~ ~ o~ ~ T~~~,~ ~~: ~.cu~a~~~oo3~~~ 

MATTHEW J. PLATK~N 
ATTORNEY ~EN~RAL OF NEW JERSEY 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Cvmpiex 
2~ Market Street 
P.O. Box 117 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0117 

By: Brian R. Fitzgerald 
Deputy Attorney General 
NJ Attorney 1 D: Q24972004 
~~09) 376--2965 
brian.f~geraid(c~law.njoaq.gov 

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
LAW D[VISlt~N w UN~~N CQUNTY 
DOCKET Np. UNN-L-0~376aw24 

,AUSTIN zIMM~RMAN, ) 
COMMlSS[ONER OF THE } 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF } 
BANKING AND INSURANCE, } 

} 
Plaintiff, } Civi! Action 

} 
v. } C3RDER OF FINA~..1UDGMENT 

} BY DEFAULT 
TRACY CQUPER and ADELA MIL,L.ER,} 

Defendants. } 

THiS MATTER HAVING BEEN opened to the Court on the applica#ion of Matthew 

J. Platkin, Attorney General of New Jersey, (by Brian R. Fitzgerald, Deputy Attorney 

General, appearing}, attorney for Plaintiff, Justin Zimmerman, Commissioner of the New 

Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance ("Plaintiff') on a motion fog- final judgment 

by d~faul#; and 

Defendant Tracy Cooper ("Cooper") and fJefendant Adela Miller t"Mi!#~r"} 

(collectively, "Defendants"}, having been duly served with a copy of the Summons and 
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Complaint in the above-captioned action, and default having been entered far 

Defendants' failure to appear, answer, or otherwise defend; 

This Court now Ends that Defendants committed three (3) violations of the New 

Jersey Insurance Fraud Prevention Act N.J.S. . 17:33A-1 to -30 ("Fraud Act"). One (1) 

individually against Cooper, one ~1) individually against Miller, and one (1) against both 

Defendants jointly and severally. 

As to the one ~1) violation of the Fraud Act alleged againsfi Cooper individually, 

Cooper, in connection with Defendants' fire damage claim ("Claim"} (i) falsely represented 

to Progressive Insurance Company ("Progressive"} an a telephone caff on January 30, 

2020 (",~anuary 30 Call"} that (i) a fire ~"Firs"} occurred at West Orange Storage in Wes# 

Grange, New Jersey 0705 November 26, 2019 at 1:55 p,m. that caused damage to a 

storage unit ren#ed by Miller ("Storage Unit") when, in fact, the Fire and damage occurred 

on November 26, 2019 at or about 6.52 a.m., approximately six hours before Comer 

applied for a renter's insurance poficy ("Application"} from Progressive {"Policy"} to insure 

the Storage Unit, and one day prior to the November 27, 2019 Policy inception date, and 

(ii} during a telephone call with Progressive on February 1$, 2ozo t"February 18 Cali") in 

support of the Claim that Defendants were presenf at V1lest Orange Storage at ar around 

the time of the Fire when, 's n fact, both Defendants were present the time of the Fire, saw 

the Fire and the fire depar#ment at the scene, and thus were aware of the true date and 

time of the Fire, both in violation of N..l.S,A. 17:33A-4(a)t1 }and -~ 4{a)t3)(a) and (b). 

With respect tc~ the one {~ } violation of the Fraud Act alleged against Miller 

individually, Miller (i} during a telephone call with ProgressiWe on February 14, 2020 

("February 14 Call"} in support of the Claim, falsely represented to Progressive that (i}the 
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date o~ loss from the Fire was December 1, 2 19 when, in fact, the Fire occurred on 

November 26, ~~fi 9, pricar to the da#e and time of the Application and prior to the date and 

time ~f the inception of tie Policy, and (ii) Defendants were present a# Vilest Qrange 

storage at or near the time of the Fire, and thus tn~er~ aware cif the true date and time of 

the fire, both in vfolatior~ of ~I.J.S.A. ~7;~3~-4(~){1) and -~ 4~a}(3}(a) and tb~. 

Fina!(y, with respect to the on+~ ~1 }allegation against cooper and Miller jointly and 

severally, based on both ~oc~per's and Miller's false representations tc~ Progressive on 

the February 14 ~a{I ar~d the Februar}r 1 ~ fail in support af, and fio obtain coverage fc~r 

the ~I~aim, it is evident that Defend~nfis assis#ed each other and/car conspired with each 

other tt~ make false repre~+~ntat~ons to Progressive that the F+re occurred ~n Qecerriber 

~, 2 '19 whin, in fact, it occurred on November ~~i, 2U19, prior to the date and time of the 

Application and prier to the date of the inception of the pt~licy, in vio(atic~n of ~J.J.S.A. 

FINAL. JUDGMENT is on this ~'~i' day cif ~~ ~ 2025, entered in the amount cif 

$22,158.40 against Defendants, Tracy Cooper and A,del~ Miller, and in favor of Plainfiiff. 

This amount consists of (i) $S,OOO.t~~ in civil penalties pursuant to N.J.S.A. 17:3~A-5b to 

be assessed against Cooper individually; (ii) $S,Q~a.QO in civil penalties pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 17:33A~-5b to be assessed agains# Miller ir~dividua(I~r; (iii} $S,D~O.Ot~ in civil 

pena#ties pursuant to i~.J.~.A. 17:3~A-5b to be assessed against Defendants jointly and 

severally; (iv} attorneys' fees of $5,0 0.00 pursuant to ~I .J.~.A. 17;3~A-5b ko be assessed 

against both Defendants jointly artd severally; (v) cysts of service in the amount of $79. 0 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. '17:33A-5b against Cooper individually, (vi) costs of service in the 

amc~un~ t~f $7 .20 pursuant tQ N.J.S.A. 17.33AW~b against Miler individually; vii} 
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~ 1,OQ~.OQ constituting the statutory fraud surcharge pursuant tQ N.J.S.A. 17:33A-5. ~ 

assessed against Caper individually, which is imposed for viof~tians of fhe Fraud Act in 

addition tv any other penalty, fins car charge imposed pursuant #o law; and (viii) $1,~0~.00 

constifiuting the statutory fraud surcharge pursuant to N.J.S.A. 17:33A-5.1 assessed 

against Miller individualPy, which is imposed far violafio~s ~f the Fraud ~1ct in ~dditian ~o 

any other penalty, fire or charge imposed pursuant to law, 

1T !~ F~IRTHER ORDERED, that a copy of this Order be served upon all parties 

within ~ days of the date cif receipfi. 

Mon. Mark P. Gi~rracca, J.S.C. 

This motion w~r~: 

!•.• -. 

,j 

, . .~, Un~ppv~~ed 


