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MATTHEW J. PL~TK~N 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY 

Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex 

?_5 Market Street 
P.U. Box 117 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
Atto_r..ney for Plaintiff 

By: Anna M. Lascurain 
D~~u l.y At t:orriey G~ri~:ral 
NJ Attorney ID: OU6211994 
(609} 376-3133 
Anna.lascurain@law.njoag.gov 

SUPERIOR CURT OF NEW JERSEY 
SPECIAL CIVIL PAP.T - BERGEN COUNTY 

DOCKET N0. HUD-L-000801.--24 

JUSTIN ZIMMERMAN, ) 

COMMISSIONER OF THE NEW ) 

JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ) 

BANDING & INSURANCE, ) 

Plaintiff, ) 

v, ) 

} 

DOROTHY COSTELLO, } 

Defendants. ) 

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT 

tn/HFRFAS, Plaintiff Justin Zimmerman, Commissioner. of the New 

Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance ("Plaintiff"), and 

Defendant Dorothy Costello ("Defendant Costello") collectively 

with the Plaintiff the "Parties") nave reached an amicable 

agreement resolving the issues in controversy, and consented to 

tree entry of the within Stipulation of Settlement ("Stipulation") 

limited to the claims specified 1.n the Comp]_ai.nt here~i.n. 



HUD-L-O~Q801-24 10/22/2025 7:44:13 AM Pg 2 of 6 Trans ID: L,CV2~252847202 

WHEREAS, the Parties have determined and hereby agree that 

setta..ement is in each of their best interests, and for good cause 

shown; and 

WHEREAS, the Plaintiff is authorized to institute suit for 

civil penalties and other relief against any person who violates 

the provisions of the New Jersey, Insurance Fraud Prevention. Act, 

N.J.S.A. 17:33A-1 to -30 (~~Fraud Act,"); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties consent to the entry of the within 

Stipulation pursuant to the 1:erms and conditions set forth below. 

1. Defendant made misstatements of fact to an insurance 

carrier and on an insurances application in viola.ion of N. J. S.A. 

17:33A-4 (a7 (4} (b) and N.J.S.A. 17:33A--4 (a) (5) . 

2. Defendant CostEllo agrees that she shall not engage in any 

future violations of the Frauci Act . ~lny future violations of the 

Fraud Act sha].]_ be cans.idered subsequent violations pursuant to 

3. Defendant Costello sha_11_ pay Plaintiff the total amount 

of $3,450.00 (the "Settlement Amount"}, consisting of $3000.40 in 

c.iv.i.l penal.ti.es pursuant to N. J. S.A. 17: 33A-5b; $30U. 00 i_n. 

attorneys' fees pursuant: to N.J.S.A. 17:33A-5,1; and, pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 17:33A-5.1, a statutory surcharge due from Defendant 

Costello in the amount o~ $150.00. 

4. Defendant Costel. I.o sha]. .1. pay the SPtt.l.ement Amount on 

the following terms: 
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a . Upan execl~t..i.on of this Stipul~t~ion, Defendant Costello 

sha11 make a $500 initial payment by certified check, official 

bank check, or money order ("Initial Payment") made payable to the 

~~C~mmissioner, New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance." 

b. Commencing on August 1, 2x25, and on 15th of the month 

thereafter, Defendant Costel..lo shat_]. make monthly payments of 

$100.00 parable to the "Commissioner, New Jersey Department of 

Banking and Insurance" until such time as the Settlement Amount is 

paid in :Cull. 

c. Additionally, Defendant agree to execute a separate 

Consent Judgment which will be filed with the Court and recorded 

as a statewide lien for the fu11. Settlement Amount payable to 

Plaintiff in the amount of $3,450. ("Consent Judgment"). 

d. After the Initial Payment, all pdyrnen~ts to Plaintiff of 

the Sett1_~rnerlt Amount shall be made by cErti~ied check, official 

bank check, or money order made payable to the `Commissioner, New 

Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance" and sent to: 

Collections Department 
New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance 
20 West State Street, 10th Floor 
P.O. Box 325 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

5. No r.eprEs~ntation, inducement, promise, unc~erstandi..ng, 

condition, or warranty not set forth i.n this Stipulation has been 

madE to or relied upon by the D~fend~nts in agre~~_ng to this 

S~:ipulaLiori. Def~~ic~ariLs represent that this 5tipulatit~ri is freely 
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a rid voluntary entered into without any degree of duress or 

compul_si_on . 

6. The Parties agree that each party shall bear its own 

legal and o~:her costs incurred ire connection with this matter, and 

no additional attorneys' fees or costs shall b~ due, except 

Defendants agree to pay Plaintiff's attorneys' fees pursuant t4 

N. ~7. S.1~. 17 : 33A-5 (b) in the amount sta~t~ed in Paragraph 3. 

7, The Stipulation and the Consent Judgement shall be filed 

with Court and constitute the final resolution of all claims set 

forth in the Complaint. 

~. For purposes of construction, this Stipulation shall be 

deemed drafted by all Parties to this Stipulation and therefore 

shall not be construed against any party for that reason in any 

subsequent dispute. 

9. The undersigned counsel. and any other signatories 

represent and warrant that they are fu.Zly autrzarized to ex~cut~ 

this Stipulation on behalf of the persons indicated below. 

10. All communications from any party concerning the subject 

matter of this Stipulation shal_1 be addressed as follows: 

If to the Plaintiff: 

Anna M. Lascurain, DAG 

Banking and Insurance Section 
R.J. Hughes Justice Complex 

25 Market Street 
P . O . Box 1 ~.'l 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0117 
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If to the Defendants: 

Law Office of P. Joseph Nicol. a. 
142 Locust St., 14-U 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

11. This Stipulation may be executed in counterparts, each 

of which constitutes an original and all ~f which constitutes one 

and the same agreement. 

12. Thy penalties of this Stipulation are imposed pursuant 

to the police powers of the State of New Jersey for the enforcement 

of the law and protection of the public health, safety, and 

welfare, and are riot intended to constitute debts which may be 

limited or discharged in a bankrup~.cy proceeding. 
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CONSENTED AS T4 FORM, CONTENT, 2ND ENTRY 

b a t e d: .w.. t' ~ ,~.~e 

Dated : 7~' ~ ~="~ '~ ~ ~✓.cJ" 

r 

D~ C: E'G : ~ ~' -~ 

t~IATT~iEW J. PLATKItJ 
~1.'I"I'C~h'Nf~'1' Ca~:N1~fZA:I..~ 01:` Nt~.;C~J 1J~_;EZ~if~:Y 

,~s 

Y ~ _. .~_ __ _ _ 
A na M. Lascurain 
Deputy F~ttt?r.ney General 

D 

Josepr~ Nicol A, Esq, 

.~ 
__ 

. , 
ti ~. 

Dorot7ly Co~~11~ 


