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ABSTRACT METHODS

The Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) adopted the Special Protection Waters (SPW) - Example: Total Nitrogen as N (mg/L) at Martins Creek (Northampton County, PA):

program in 1992 to prevent degradation in the 197-mile non-tidal reach of the Delaware River Monitoring Methods
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EWAQ is being preserved. Data collected by DRBC, and other monitoring agencies, were used to s |

define site-specific EWQ for locations within the non-tidal Delaware River and tributaries. DRBC Nutrients (TP, Orthophosphate, TN, Ammonia, TKN, Nitrate+Nitrite) d q

recently performed an assessment to determine whether changes to EWQ have occurred Bacteria (Fecal coliforms, Enterococcus, E. coli) | .

b.etween the definition pe.rlod (2000-2004) and the as.sessment period (2009-201.1) at 24 EWQ el smEmEEs [0, B, ok, Speciie Condueianas, Tamaemsire] Pl e _ L - :

sites. For most water quality parameters at most locations, there was no degradation to EWQ | | ¢, S §.0

and evidence of improved nutrient concentrations, demonstrating the importance and Discharge from USGS’s NWIS data and use of StreamStats and BaSE (Baseline Streamflow : IR :

effectiveness of DRBC’s Special Protection Waters program. “simeiiey) ta, Tee PR : :

All EPA or USGS methods, EPA-Approved QAPP : Do 2 : i

BAC KG RO U N D QA sampling included Replicates, Field Blanks, and Sample Equipment Rinsate Blanks . | 15 '

Note: a copy of the QAPP is available at: : | | :
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To practically assess “measurable change” from baseline Existing Water Quality.
Must account for differences in flow, analytical method and detection limit
changes, number of samples, and timing of sample collections.
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