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Agenda
● Intro & goals for this session (3 min)
● Delaware River Basin Commision (DRBC) PFAS program & 

sampling results (10 min)
● Delaware statewide approach (10 min)
● Delaware statewide approach - public health perspective (10 min)
● Visualizing Data - Delaware River Basin PFAS Data App (10 min)
● The need for a holistic strategy and policies that match (10 min)
● Panel Discussion
● Audience Questions









PFAS is a

CENTURIAL Problem





Step 1: Consolidate and look at the existing 

data

Step 2: Source Identification

Step 3: Work with state and federal partners 

to reduce loading from point and non-point 

sources. 

Long-term 

Goal: Reduce 

PFAS Loading 

to the Delaware 

River Basin 



Existing PFAS Data in the Delaware River Basin

Samples (%) Below Detection (%)

All Estuary >2019 All Estuary

Surface 
Water

1,393 931 (67) 1,353 (97)    95 (7) 19 (1) 

Groundwater 296 186 (63) 233 (79) 108 (36) 68 (29) 

Sediment 131 101 (77) 115 (88) 38 (29) 26 (23) 

Tissues 221 194 (88) 150 (68) 20 (9) 8 (5) 

Total 2,041 1,412 (69) 1,851 (91) 261 (13) 121 (7) 



The Estuary 

is a Hot 

Spot

Surface Water TissueSediment



Surface Water ΣPFAS Peaks near River Mile 65
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De.gov/pfa
s

Credit: DE Dept. of Natural Resources & Environmental Control (DNREC)







•Collaborative group across multiple regulatory 

protection and resource programs

•Pre-regulatory assessment through existing 

authorities

•Identify and mitigate at points of opportunity

•Holistically collect and analyze multi-media data 

then act based upon proven science

•Provide knowledge from PFAS effort to state 

entities

•provide proof via collected data

•develop regulation and policy

•especially to benefit environmental justice communities

Delaware_CEC_Strategic_Framework@delaware.gov



•Mitigate Consumption (exposure) –

drinking water, home and product exposure

•Identify Sources (several tiers) – extensive 

sampling in water, air, sediment, tissue

•Eliminate Sources (effectiveness)-

•How do we define a source? – product, use 

when creating a product? 

•Who has regulatory authority?

•Accessible Communication – meet people 

where they are and share what we know

Delaware_PFAS_Implementation_Plan@delaware.gov
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9 Panel Blood Test Results & NASEM Recommedations.

Optimal 

Result

0 - 2 ng/mL No action needs 

to be taken

Range to 

consider 

screening

2 ng/mL - 20 ng/mL Screen for 

various health 

conditions

Screening 

should 

definitely be 

considered 

Over 20 ng/mL Screen for 

various health 

conditions as 

soon as possible

9 Panel Blood Test Results & 

NASEM Recommendations. ng/mL = ppb

0 - 2 ng/mL No action needs to be 

taken

2 ng/mL - 20 

ng/mL

Screen for various 

health conditions

Over 20 

ng/mL

Screen for various 

health conditions as 

soon as possible









De.gov/pfa
s



Free fact sheets, 
resources, and 

give aways 
available from 

DNREC & DHSS!



Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed
Annual Delaware River Watershed Forum
September 30th, 2026

Introducing the Delaware River 
Basin PFAS Data Application

Matthew T. Amato, Ph.D.
Senior Water Resource Scientist
Delaware River Basin Commission



Introducing the Delaware 

River Basin PFAS Data 

App

Includes 2,000+ PFAS samples: 

• 1,600+ surface water and 

groundwater samples 

• 250+ fish tissue samples

• 130+ sediment samples



Titlewq.drbc.net/pfas





















matthew.amato@drbc.gov
www.drbc.gov

Supporting DRBC’s Long-
Term PFAS Roadmap

Scan QR Code to Visit the App

https://wq.drbc.net/pfas/

Consolidate inter-agency PFAS monitoring data 

Centralize monitoring data into one public platform

Explore spatial & temporal patterns

Improve transparency & data accessibility

Support future monitoring, analysis & decision-

making



Strategic Planning & 
Emerging Contaminants: 
Building a Holistic, Adaptable & 
Sustainable Approach

CDRW, September 30, 2026





What are our biggest problems involving water?









What are emerging contaminants?

Emerging contaminants are a broad class of unregulated or newly 
regulated chemicals increasingly detected in drinking water and 
aquatic systems. 



Plan ActivationInformation Gathering & Analysis

● Steering Meetings
● Individual Interviews
● Data Gathering
● Literature Review

Plan Development

● Goals
● Strategies
● Implementation 

Pathways

● Refinement
● Deploy implementation 

Pathways
● Continued iteration

Strategic Planning Process



54321

Information Gathering & Analysis

Communicate & Implement



SWOT Analysis



Strategy 

● What authority do we have?
○ Is there any legislation in place that hasn’t been fully utilized?

● What authority do we think we need?
○ Is this something that will only have continued support if legislation is in place -

perhaps with dedicated funding?
● What does the political will suggest?

○ State leadership support
○ Legislative support
○ Public education/support
○ Env/Public Health/Industry
○ Anyone else?

● What hand-holding would be advantageous?
○ Legislators
○ Particular environmental/public health/economic development non-profits?
○ Industry
○ Etc.



Top Takeaways

• Build Trust 
• Express Empathy
• Strategize
• Innovate & Iterate  



Join the conversation on social 
media! Tag @DelRivCoalition with 

#DRWForum2026  

14th Annual Delaware River Watershed Forum

Thank you 

Sponsors:
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