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M5. BOAVAN KAVANACH

Good afternoon. M nane is Kristen Bowran
Kavanagh and on behal f of the Del aware Ri ver
Basi n Comm ssion, welcone to this afternoon's
public hearing. |'mgoing to pause for a
nmonment. |'ve been notified that we m ght have
a brief technical issue. Just give ne one
second. [|'mjust standing by for confirmation
that everything is set. Al right. 1've been
notified that we are good to go, so |I'mjust
gonna go ahead and start over again. Since
we're only one sentence into it.

Good afternoon. M nane is Kristen
Bowran Kavanaugh and on behal f of the Del aware
Ri ver Basin Conm ssion, welconme to this
afternoon's public hearing. | amthe deputy
executive director for the DRBC and | will be
serving as the Hearing Oficer for this
proceeding. As the Hearing Oficer, ny
primary role is to ensure that we conduct an
orderly hearing that allows individuals who
Wi sh to do so to provide oral comments and
testinony that will becone a part of the
adm ni strative record for the rul emaki ng that

| wll describe shortly. | would like to
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thank the public for attending. This public
hearing is being held renotely and has been
advertised as such on the DRBC website via
social nedia and in federal and state register
publications. Menbers of the public may
attend the proceedings virtually on either the
Zoom Webi nar platformor the DRBC YouTube
channel. However, those who desire to speak
today may participate only by joining the Zoom
Webi nar, which is interactive. Wile these
types of neetings and webi nars are not new,

pl ease allow ne to offer a few announcenents
and rem nders for this public hearing. | wll
ask for your patience if we have to pause to
address any technical or procedural issues
related to the renote platforns. Wen you
join the Zoom webi nar as an attendee, you wl|l
not have the same neeting features that you
may be used to with Zoom neeting or other
simlar renote neeting platforns.

Specifically, you do not initially have canera
or m crophone access. |If you have registered
I n advance to speak at today's hearing or if
time allows us to acconmpdate you as an

unr egi stered speaker, your m crophone wll be
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enabl ed when it is your turn to provide
comments. The public hearing is al so being

br oadcast for viewi ng on DRBC s YouTube
channel. However, if you would like to speak,
you nust join the Zoom Webi nar platformto be
able to participate. You will not be able to
provi de oral comments via the YouTube
broadcast. You may al so participate by phone
usi ng one of the nunbers provided on the DRBC
website. If you desire to speak, you are
encouraged to use your conputer connection for
both audi o and video. In any case, please do
not use your phone and conputer sinultaneously
for audio as this may result in echoes or
other interference. Comments provided using a
chat feature, if available, during the hearing
on any platformw Il not becone part of the
adm ni strative record. The procedure and a
l[ink for submtting witten comments on the
record are provided on the DRBC website. Only
oral comrents provided during this or one of
the other three hearings and witten comments
provi ded according to the procedures on the
DRBC website will beconme part of the

adm ni strative record. |If you are providing
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oral comrents today, it is not necessary for
you to also submt witten conments, although
you certainly nay do so.

The draft rules that are the subject of
this hearing were proposed by the Del aware
Ri ver Basin Conmi ssion to amend the
Comm ssion's Water Code, Special Regul ations,
and Water Quality Regul ations regarding the
i nportation and exportation of water and
wastewater into and fromthe Del aware River
Basin and the discharge of wastewater from
hi gh vol unme hydraulic fracturing or HVHF. A
noti ce of proposed rul emaki ng, along with text
of the draft rules and supporting docunents
were posted on the DRBC website on Qctober
28t h, 2021 and have been published in the
Federal Register and Basin State registers.
| nformati on about the draft rules and the
public process will remain avail able on the
Commi ssion's website throughout the process.
As part of this rul emaking, the Comm ssion is
in the process of having the key rul emaki ng
docunents translated into Spani sh. These
i ncl ude the notice of proposed rul emaki ng and

public hearing and the text of the proposed
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amendnents for each of the three affected
conmponents of the Comm ssion's regul ati ons.
To request the translation of these docunents
into a | anguage ot her than Spani sh, you nay
e-mail a request to transl at e@RBC. gov.
Transl ati on requests will be considered on a
case by case basis. In addition to translate
DRBC web pages to any of nultiple | anguages,
pl ease use the Google transl ation w dget

| ocated in the upper right of each web page.

I n accordance with the Conm ssioners February
25t h, 2021 resolution and directive, the
Commi ssion i s proposing anmendnents to its
conprehensi ve plan and regul ations to better
provi de for the planning, conservation,
utilization, devel opnent, nmanagenent and
control of the basin's water resources in
connection with the inportation of water,

i ncl udi ng wastewater into the basin, the
exportation of water, including wastewater
fromthe basin, and the di scharge of

wast ewat er from HVHF and HVHF rel at ed
activities. The Conm ssion proposes to anend
the water code by clarifying the circunstances

i n which exportations of water, including
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wast ewat er fromthe basin and inportations of
wat er, including wastewater into the basin are
consi dered by the Conm ssion and the factors
to be used in eval uating whether such proposed
I nports and exports of water nmay be approved.
The proposed anendnents will not apply to

i nportations and exportations that existed
prior to the effective date of any final
rules, but are proposed to apply to increase
-- in the increases in the rate or vol une of
existing inportations and exportations. The
Commi ssion al so proposes to anend its speci al
regul ati ons regardi ng HYHF by the addition of
a finding that the discharge of wastewater
from HVHF and HVHF rel ated activities poses
significant, imediate and long-termrisks to
t he devel opnent, conservation, utilization,
managenent and preservation of the basin's

wat er resources and that controlling future
pol I ution by prohibiting such discharge is
required to effectuate the conprehensive plan,
avoid injury to the waters of the basin as
contenpl ated by the conprehensive plan and
protect the public health and preserve the

waters of the basin for uses in accordance
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with the conprehensive plan. The finding is
acconpani ed by a provision prohibiting the

di scharge to waters or land in the basin of
treated or untreated wastewater from HVHF and
HVHF rel ated activities. Copies of the
proposed rul es can be found on the DRBC
website. This is one of four public hearings
scheduled on this matter. In addition to
accepting oral coments at these public

heari ngs, the Conm ssion is accepting witten
comments through 5:00 PM Eastern Tine on
Friday, February 28, 2022. Witten conmments
will receive the sane consideration as ora
comments. Witten coments can be submtted
online using a link that is posted on the DRBC
website. If you do not have access to a
conputer or the Internet and you would like to
submt witten comments, you may request an
exception by witing to the DRBC as foll ows:
Attention Conm ssion Secretary, DRBC, PO Box
7360, West Trenton, NJ 08628. Today's
proceedi ngs are being recorded and a
transcript will be created that will becone a
part of the decision-nmaking record for the

proposed rules. The recordings are bei ng made
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to enabl e the DRBC commi ssioners to hear your
comments, even though they cannot attend the
hearings and to allow the DRBC staff, in
consultation with the Conm ssioners, to
prepare a detail ed comment and response
document that addresses the issues and
concerns you rai se.

Il will now describe how the hearing
wi |l proceed. First, the Conm ssion thanks
all of you who have registered in advance to
speak today. Your doing so has hel ped the
staff to prepare for these proceedings. Two
hours have been allotted for this hearing. |If
you have not registered in advance and wish to
provide oral comments, limted tinme may be
avail able to accommodate you within the
hearing tinefrane. | wll make that
determ nation after all those who
preregi stered and are in attendance have
spoken. Pl ease renenber that there are
procedures on the DRBC website for submtting
witten coments, which receive the sane
consi deration as oral coments provided here
today. Wen | call your nane fromthe |ist of

regi stered speakers, we will attenpt to find
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your nane in the |ist of Zoom webi nar
attendees. |If we cannot find you quickly, you
can help us out by using the raise hand
feature, which is typically located at the
center bottom of the screen. |If you are using
a phone to call into the hearing, we nay only
be seeing a phone nunber rather than a nane.

If we call your nane, press star nine to raise
your hand. You may need to unnute on your end
of the connection as well and you can test the
audi o before begi nning. You should plan on
[imting your conments to about three m nutes.
Once you exceed the permtted tine, the tiner
screen will turnred and | will likely ask you
to wap up your coments. Please renenber you
wi |l have the opportunity to follow up in
witing, if you wsh. Speakers are asked to
state their nane and affiliation, if any, and
to direct all comments to the hearing officer.
Pl ease of fer your coments in a respectful
manner. As the hearing officer, | reserve the
right to decide if your presentation is not
consistent wth the purpose of this hearing
and as such | can end your ability to provide

coments at anytinme with or w thout warning,
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dependi ng upon the circunstances. [If, as a
part of your comment, you ask a question,

pl ease do not expect a response during the
hearing. Questions and conments w Il be
addressed as part of the conment and response
docunent that will be prepared by the

Commi ssion after the comment period has
closed. A list of frequently asked questions
concerning this rul emaki ng has been posted on
the DRBC website, as well. After all the
speakers who have registered in advance and
are in attendance have provided conments, if
time permts, | will then ask unregistered
attendees who wi sh to speak to use the raise
hand feature to indicate their intention to
provi de oral comments. Unregistered speakers
will be invited in the order your hands are
raised to provide comment until the two hour
heari ng duration has been reached. If tine
does not permt you an opportunity to speak at
this hearing, you may still have an
opportunity to speak at the public hearing
begi nning at 4:00 PMtoday after all

regi stered speakers in attendance have done

so. Also, please renenber that there are
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procedures on the DRBC website for submtting
witten coments, which receive the sane
consi deration as oral comments provided here
t oday.

So what happens next? After all the
public input is received, the DRBC staff and
Commi ssioners will devel op a comment response
docunment that addresses the concerns raised
during the public process. The Conm ssioners
w || consider changes to the proposed rule in
response to the comments received and w ||
either act at a public neeting to approve the
rul es as proposed, approve the rules with
changes or reject the proposed rules.

Al ternatively, the Comm ssioners may comrence
a separate rul emaki ng to consider
substantially different rule changes. The
deci sion makers on this and all rul emaki ngs by
t he Comm ssion are the Conm ssioners

t hensel ves who may act through their appointed
alternates. The Conm ssioners are the
governors of the four basin states, Del aware,
New Jersey, New York and Pennsyl vania, and on
behal f of the federal governnment, the division

commander of the North Atlantic D vision of
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the US Arny Corps of Engineers.

Il will now share nmy screen to show the
three m nute countdown tinmer and proceed to
invite those who have registered in advance to
provide their coments. It wll be just a
monment while | do this. Thank you for your
patience while | get the list of speakers teed
up here.

Al right. Before we get started, |
will note for the record that we currently
have 43 attendees on the Zoom webi nar and one
vi ewer on our YouTube live stream | wll
attenpt to remenber to give a briefing of
who's up next as far as speakers so you can be
prepared. The first registered speaker wl|
be Rachel Davis, followed by Dusty Horwitt,
Jeffrey Scott, Taylor MFarland and then
Barbara Brandom So let nme see if Rache
Davis is here. There you are. You junped to
the top of ny list. Thank you for raising
your hand. | wll allow you to talk if you
coul d pl ease do a sound check and then once
you introduce yourself, 1'lIl start the clock.

M5. DAVIS: Yes. Can you hear

me?
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M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH | can
Thank you.

M5. DAVIS: Geat. Thank you.
Ckay. My nane is Rachel Dawn Davis and |I'm
the public policy and justice organi zer for
Water Spirit, a nonprofit mnistry of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Peace. Wastewater
produced by fracking nust be conpletely and
categorically banned. At present, there is no
threat of a fracking waste spill from
wast ewat er destined for the basin. DRBC
shoul d keep it that way. |In order for the DRB
not to succunb to | oopholes with draft
regul ations that leave a lot to be desired in
the way of protection of creation, we urge you
to enact a conplete ban on the inport,
processi ng, discharge, reuse, and/or disposal
of wastewater produced by fracking. Ten years
ago, had the DRBC had the votes to all ow
fracking in the Del aware Ri ver Basin, wouldn't
the vote have taken place? Instead since the
majority of DRBC voters would have voted in
t he negative, not allow ng fracking or
fracking wastewater into this one of few fresh

remai ning or remaining fresh water resources.
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There was a nonvote neutral on banning
fracking and rel ated wastewater. The

al l owance of fossil fuel infrastructure that
ran directly against with public stakehol ders
and then gubernatorial voters would have
want ed a decade ago results in ecol ogica

sins. Ten years later this is a precarious
situation. Wen ny famly nenbers died, |
sought refuge in Dingmans Falls in Pike
County, Pennsyl vania and when the trees were
cut for a pipeline there, | felt in ny core
and bones eco grief. Death is sonething I
know quite a bit about. M brother was part
of a cancer cluster in North Jersey, so when |
was four, he died just shy of eight. His

bi rt hday was on Christmas. My nom di ed of
cancer when | was 13, though she woul d have
died froma broken heart at the | oss of her
son. Death and grief had been part of ny life
and | understand nore than nost of what

Presi dent Bi den speaks of and feels every day,
but do you? Does he appreciate the death of

t he young persons or young parent's inmagi ned
future. For the past ten weeks for two nights

a week, I've helped facilitate a support group
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for eco anxiety. The Lancet Heal th Journal
publ i shed | ast nonth 75% of young people are
grappling wwth the |l oss of their inmagined
future. This is directly related to the
ecol ogi cal previously nentioned. Children,
when they aren't dying by suicide, are dying
of preventable cancer, the worst type, a body
burden of fracking, irreconcil able soci al
costs because of the decisions |ike those of
your DRBC has made to allow industry to profit
whil e communities suffer. There is no death
to a corporation as they are not people. They
do not need to care for comunity or
corporation is fine with death, so |long as
it's not death to profits.

Pol Iy Rubi n, a hydrogeol ogi st, shared
that the water table has been reliable for
time i menorial, but due to unconventi onal
hori zontal gas drilling and ancillary services
reduced from 10, 000 years, but naybe 100 | ess
now. | want to end by saying a quote from
Joanna Macy before that, water is life and the
quote is life is on our side. My we be on
the side of life. May we invest in solutions.

W wi sh you and everyone |istening peace and a
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heal t hy and happy holi day season.

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your coments. Qur next speaker is Dusty
Horwitt. | see Dusty here. Dusty, | wll
allow you to talk. Kindly do a sound check.
You nay need to unnute on your end.

MR HORWTT: Right. Can you

hear nme?

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH | can.
Thank you.

MR HORWTT: Geat. M nane is
Dusty Horwitt. | amrepresenting the National

O fice of Physicians for Soci al

Responsi bility, a nonprofit that focuses on
envi ronnmental and health i ssues. Physicians
for Social Responsibility believes that the
Comm ssion's proposal to ban the di scharge of
hi gh vol ume fracki ng wastewater to water and
land is an inconplete step to protect the
basin from pollution. This proposal still

| eaves the basin's water supplies at risk of
serious contam nation from wastewater related
to high volune fracking, |ow volune fracking
and other oil and gas extraction techni ques.

That's because such wastewater is likely to
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contain toxi c substances, has been known to

| eak and spill and could still be inported for
di sposal, processing, reuse or storage under

t he proposal. The Conmm ssion should
conpletely ban the inportation into the basin
of wastewater related to oil and gas
extraction. The Conmm ssion should al so ban
the export of oil for oil and gas extraction
outside the basin, in part because the
drilling industry's extraordi nary use of water
up to tens of mllions of gallons per well may
deplete | ocal water resources. As the

Commi ssion has noted, oil and gas wastewat er
can include many toxic and unknown chem cal s.
In a 2016 study, EPA found that health effects
associated with chem cals used in fracking
and/ or found in fracking wastewater include
cancer, inmmune system effects and reproductive
and devel opnental toxicity. EPA study

i ncl uded both high volunme and | ow vol une
fraction indicating that dangerous chem cal s
can be found in wastewater related to both
techni ques. Dangerous chem cals are al so used
for drilling that precedes fracking. These

chemcals could, therefore, be found in waste
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fromthe drilling process. The risk that
toxic drilling or fracking waste water could
| eak, spill or becone airborne in the basin

and enter water supplies is too great to allow
I nportation. This sumrer, Physicians for
Soci al Responsibility publicized for the first
time evidence to chem cals known as PFAS were
used in fracking and perhaps ot her stages of
oil and gas extraction. PFAS have been |inked
to cancer, birth defects and other serious
health i npacts. Toxic and m nuscul e
concentrations, they can accunul ate inside the
human body and do not break down in the
environnment. Hence their nicknane, forever
chem cals. The Phil adel phia Inquirer found

t hat PFAS had been used for fracking in eight
wells in Pennsylvania. Considering the
extensi ve use in Pennsylvania of fracking

chem cal s whose identities are hidden fromthe
public as trade secrets, PFAS could have been
used nore widely. Q1 and gas wastewater from
Pennsyl vania woul d be the nost |likely to be
inported into the basin adding a risk of PFAS
pollution. The potential presence of PFAS is

an additional reason to prohibit the
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inportation into the basin of all wastewater
related to oil and gas extraction. Thank you
for considering ny comments.

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH:  Thank you

for your comments. Next on the list is

Jeffrey Scott. | amnot seeing a Jeffrey
Scott on the list of attendees. |If you are
here, kindly raise your hand. 1'Il give you a

qui ck second to do that before | nove on. Not
seeing a hand raised, the next registered
speaker is Taylor MFarland. 1'malso not
seeing a Taylor MFarland. |If you are here
and |'mjust mssing you, kindly raise your
hand. Qur next regi stered speaker does | ook
to be in attendance, Barbara Brandom Before
| tee up at, Barbara, | wll note that the
next five speakers in order will be Ral ph
Ki ssberg, Paul a Rogovin, Kelsey Krepps, Ken
Dol sky, and Nancy McCaul ey. So com ng back to
Barbara Brandom | wll now allow you to talKk.
Ki ndl y check your sound.

M5. BRANDOM Hello. Can you
hear nme?

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH | can
Thank you.
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M5. BRANDOM  Ckay. Well, thank
you for allowng ne to speak today. |'ma
retired physician. | was born in New Jersey
and enjoyed the Del aware River Basin when |
was a child, but recently I've lived in
West ern Pennsyl vania and wor ked here and,
therefore, | have quite a |l ot of input from
famlies in Western Pennsylvania that |'ve
seen in many different Zoom arrangenents and |
am very concerned about wastewater from
fracking and once it gets into our watershed,
we're done. Qur land is worth nothing and we
will nove away as fast as we can, but that's
not possible for many people. Therefore, the
proposed anmendnents to DRBC speci al
regul ations that may deal with high vol une
hydraulic fracturing, first it says it
i ncl udes a determ nation that the discharge of
this wastewat er poses significant, imredi ate
and long-termrisks to the basin's water
resources. That's certainly true.

Controlling future pollution by prohibiting
such di scharges within the basin is definitely
required. Also, wastewater and solid waste

fromconventional drilling for oil and gas
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al so contain toxins and fromthe Mrcell us
Shal e, significant anmount of radioactivity.
These are long-lasting pollutants and shoul d
never be allowed into the Del aware River

Basi n.

As far as water inportation goes, |I'm
ski pping the exportation step for a m nute.
The proposed regul ations are supposed to
clarify the factors the Commi ssion will use in
eval uating proposed inportations. This seens
to be in direct contradiction to the comment
t hat the wastewater should never be inported.
Really, it should never be inported. As
previ ous speakers have said, there are nmany
opportunities for |l eaks and spills, and once
t hi s happens, you can't clean it up
adequately. Treatnents that were proposed to
ensure applicable water quality criteria, such
as renoval of radiumor other radioactive
subst ances and the hazardous conpounds, which
i ncl udes the Forever Chem cals, which M
Horwi tt nentions know too often fail. Once
such toxins appear in the Del aware River
Basin, restoration efforts will be very

expensi ve and |i kely inadequate.
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"Il junp to water exportation. The
Commi ssion's policy has been to di scourage the
exportation of water right fromthe basin. |
support continued strong di scouragenent of
exportation of water. Exportation elim nates
an inportant part of the hydrol ogic cycle.
Clean water is a necessary elenent of a living
ecosystem \Water fromthe DRB nust never be
exported for industrial purposes such as
fracki ng, which renoves water permanently from
the hydrol ogic cycle. Such wastewater is
permanently poi soned. DRB can suffer from
drought and |low water |evels. Low water can
result in extinction of species fromthe
Del aware R ver Basin and the USA. dCearly,
| ow water | evels should be prevented. |I'm
al nost out of tine, so | just want to say that
wat er quality regul ations, which nay be
enforced, should not allow inportation for
processi ng because it disturbs the air and
that will disturb the water. Thank you for
your tine.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you

for your comments. Qur next two speakers | do

not see on the list. They are Ral ph Kissberg
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foll owed by Paul a Rogovin. |[If either of you
are present and |I'mjust not seeing your nane
on the list, kindly use the raise hand feature
on the bottom center of your screen to help ne
identify you. | will give you a nonent to do
that. Not seeing any raised hands, | wll
continue to the next registered speaker who is
Kel sey Krepps. | do see that Kelsey is here.
Kel sey, | will now allow you to talk. Kindly
do a sound check while | reset the cl ock.

MS. KREPPS: Geat. Can you
hear nme?

M5. BOAWMAN KAVANAGH: Yes.

Thank you. Please introduce yourself and your
affiliation, if any.

M5. KREPPS: Thank you and thank
you for hosting today. M nane is Kel sey
Krepps. | amthe senior campaign
representative in Pennsylvania for the Beyond
Dirty Fuels canpaign at the Sierra Club. |
work on oil and gas issues across the state of
Pennsyl vania. The Sierra Club is the nost
enduring and influential grassroots
envi ronnmental organi zation in the United

States and we anplify the power of our
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mllions of nmenbers and supporters to defend
everyone's right to a healthy world, and
regardi ng these regul ations, the Sierra C ub
will be submtting nore thorough conments
before the comment deadline, but first |'d
like to thank the Commi ssion for banning
fracking in the basin earlier this year and
extendi ng the comment period for these

wast ewat er regul ati ons through February of

next year. Thank you for listening to
constituents, an organization working on this
i nportant issue and protecting the basin's
resources fromthe inpacts of this industry.

| do request that the Conmm ssion adds public
hearing dates in 2022, as well. Hosting these
hearings early and the extended conment period
am dst the holidays in the busiest tinme of the
year for many people is not acceptable and
further, public hearings are needed in order
to get the full anobunt of comrents into these
spaces. Additionally, these proposed
regul ati ons need to be strengthened. Wile
banni ng fracking in the basin was a great
first step, reducing water export is critical

to the protection of water resources both in
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gquantity and quality. According to the
Environnental Protection Agency, water

wi t hdrawal s can affect water flow, recreation
and bi ol ogical uses and result in inpacts to
stream and wetl| and habitats. Furthernore, the
EPA recommends additional analysis as

cunul ative inpacts of water quality, head

wat er streans, high quality and/or sensitive
aquatic resources. Uilizing water fromthe
basin for use in fracking outside of the

wat ershed inflicts these harns in addition to
supporting nore fracking, which damages public
heal th, the environnment and increases the

em ssions of nethane, which is driving the
climate crisis. Additionally, the draft
regul ati ons do not address prohibition of
frack wastewater process, processing, Sstorage,
transport, or disposal within the basin, all
of which have already been linked to spills
and damages to the environnment and public
health. These regul ations need to go further
and will be providing it, like | said before,
for nore comments in detail about ways in

whi ch these regul ations could go further, but

t hank you for your tine.
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M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments, and before |I bring up the
next speaker, | will note that since ny |ast
announcenent, the nunber of attendees on Zoom
cane down a little bit, but it did peak at 46
Zoom attendees. Three on our YouTube live
stream | wll now go to the next speaker who
is Ken Dolsky. | believe | saw Ken in
attendance. Let ne find himagain. Nope.
He's back at the top of the list. Thanks for
rai sing your hand. Al right. Ken, |'m going
to now allow you to talk. Go ahead and do a
sound check.

MR, DOLSKY: Very good. You
coul d hear ne?

M5. BOWWAN KAVANAGH:  Yes.

Thank you.

MR, DOLSKY: Ckay. Thank you
very much. M/ nane is Ken Dolsky. |'mon the
Enmpoweri ng New Jersey Steering Conmttee. |
am al so co-|eader of the Don't Quess, the
Meadow ands Coalition, and |I'mon the Board of
New Jersey Forest Watch

Commi ssioners, in 18 CFR subchapter B.

Speci al Regul ati ons, part 440 high vol une
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hydraulic fracturing you say as, Kirsten, you
originally also stated, the Comm ssion has
determ ned that the discharge of waste water
from high volunme hydraulic fracturing and HVHF
related activities poses significant,

i mredi ate and long-termrisks to the

devel opnment, conservation, utilization,
managenent and preservation of the basin's

wat er resources. Controlling future pollution
by prohibiting such discharge is required to
ef fectuate the conprehensive plan to avoid
injury to the waters of the basin and protect
the public health and preserve waters at the
basin. It's clear fromthis policy |anguage
that protecting the waters of the basin from
any pollution fromfracking wastewater is of
paranount inportance to the Conm ssion. W
must, therefore, insist that the Comm ssion
adhere to its own policy and take steps to
prevent all other neans by which basin waters
may still be polluted by fracking. WAstewater
at the Comm ssion's proposed regul ati ons
currently still allow this includes air
pol | uti on and subsequent deposition from --

deposition from evaporation of frack
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wastewater fromits transportation by truck,
rail or pipeline, processing, storage, reuse,
or disposal in the basin, including

i nci neration, thermal oxidation, thermal or
air drying and ot her processes. Spill it
operation of wastewater from using closed | oop
cooling water system cenent nmanufacturing,
construction activities and other so-called
beneficial processes. Dunping or spilling of
frack wastewater directly into water onto

| and, which will allow for eventual flowinto
wat er bodies, often be it stormwater runoff,
either deliberately or unintentionally, from
all the above processes. The bottomline is
t hat unl ess you prevent all frack wastewater
fromentering the basin, you' re keeping open a
Pandora's box of potential neans of

di schargi ng, guaranteeing future disasters.
Comm ssi oners pl ease don't open up our

wat ershed to pollution fromfracking. Don't

| et the industry backdoor you and don't allow
pol lution fromfracking to occur despite your
ban on fracking. A conplete and categori cal
ban of the inport of fracking wastewater as

subsequent storage processing disposal here is
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the only way to achi eve your goal of
preventing fracking wastewater pollution in
the watershed. Finally, you nust also clearly
prevent exportation of basin water to support
fracking. Your proposed rules to all ow
exportation to serve any other water systens,
even to neet public health and safety needs,
still allow export when those other systens
needs are caused by w thdrawal s for fracking.
We nust not allow basin waters to support
further fracking and this type of export nust
be explicitly prohibited in these rul es.
Thank you very nuch.

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your coments. Qur next speaker is Nancy
McCaul ey. | am not seeing that nane on our
list of attendees. Nancy, if you are here,
kindly raise your hand. 1'Ill give you a
nonent to do that while |I announce the next
five speakers in order. They are Laura
Brendan, Mark Hol I eran, Janice Cooper, Coralie
Pride and then Janes Coffee. |'mnot seeing
anyone who raised their hand, so | will take
it that Nancy McCaul ey is not present and |

will continue on to Laura Brendan, who | al so
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don't believe | saw in attendance. However,
if you are here, kindly raise your hand.
Simlarly for Mark Holleran, if you are here,
kindly raise your hand. |'m not seeing Laura
or Mark on the list of attendees yet. |'l
just give you a nonent. (kay. Seeing no
hands raised by either of them | wll nobve on
to Jani ce Cooper who is here and thank you for
rai sing your hand, Janice. | wll now all ow
you to talk. Kindly do a sound check.

M5. COOPER: Can you hear ne?

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: | can
yes. |If you would pl ease introduce yourself
and your affiliation, if any.

M5. COOPER: My nane is Janice
Cooper. | amsinply a long-termresident of
New Jersey and have | oved the Del aware Ri ver
Water Gap for many, nmany years. | have
vacation many tinmes in the wonderful areas
around Lanbertville and New Hope and hope t hat
these areas remain as pristine as they have
been. When they say hazardous waste is not
hazardous, they are wong. Hazardous waste
properties of wastewater produced by fracking

are not recogni zed by the governnent, which
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al l ows fracking waste to be handl ed,
transported and di sposed through |ess
restrictive processing systens than woul d be
required for contam nants, list classified as
hazardous waste. Wiste fromoil and gas

m ni ng was renamed special by the Benson
Amendnent to the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act in 1980 so that these wastes
woul d not be reqgulated as toxic materials that
they are. Qur CRA takes a cradle to grave
approach to ensure that wastes are handl ed
properly fromthe point of creation to
transportation to disposal. As special
wastes, drilling fluids, produced water,
hydraulic fracturing fluids are unregul ated
toxi ¢ substances. Additionally, that change

i solated the gas and oil conpanies fromthe
liability they would have if this waste were
regul ated as toxi c under our RCRA. Because it
is | abel ed special does not nean that it is
not toxic. It is toxic and very harnful. The
liquid wastes contai n carci nogens, endocrine
di srupting chem cals, heavy netals, poisonous
hydr ocar bons, radioactivity, and extrenely

high salt content. Included in the mx are
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the toxic b-e-t-x materials, benzene and many
ot her al nost unpronounceabl e substances. In
its national study of fracking wastewater, EPA
identified 1606 chemcals in fracking fluid
and filling wastewater, including 1,084
identified in fracking fluid and 599
identified in wastewater. Only 173 had
toxicity values from sources that net EPA
standards for continuing risk assessnments.
Comm ssioners just because they say it isn't
hazardous, doesn't nake it so. The proof is in
t he dangerous and polluting constituents of
frack wastewater that nmake it in the rea
wor | d hazardous. Thank you for your tine and
attenti on.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your coments. Next on the |ist of
regi stered speakers is Coralie Pride who |
believe is present. Coralie, no need to raise
your hand. |'ve got to hear. | will now
allow you to talk. [If you would kindly check
your sound.

M5. PRIDE: Can you hear ne now?

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: | can
yes. (o ahead.
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M5. PRIDE: Okay. M nane is
Coralie Pride and I'mone of the co-chairs of
t he Natural Resources and Environnent
Commttee for the League of Wnen Voters of
Del aware. The proposed regul ati ons are just
not acceptable. They do not protect
Del aware' s nost inportant econom ¢ and
environmental treasure, the Del aware estuary
and bay. Allowing clean water to be w thdrawn
fromthe river and al so all ow ng contam nat ed
water to be inported into our watershed can
bot h have negative effects on this vital
resource. Renobving water, even in tinmes of
heavy flow, can affect biodiversity throughout
the length of the river. Spring flooding is a
natural occurrence that supports plant and
insect life in riparian areas along the
tributaries to the Del aware, maki ng possible
the great biodiversity found throughout the
river and bay. Changes in the |level of
flooding will upset natural patterns.
Furt hernore, trucks approaching streans to
renove water inevitably danage stream banks,
creating nuddy water that cannot support

i nportant insects such as caddi sflies that
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require a pristine environnent. This too wll
affect the bal ance of |ife throughout the
river. Inporting water will result in
spillage fromhuge trucks that are regularly
i nvol ved in accidents. Intentional discharge
to water or |and nmay be prohibited under the
present and proposed rules, but it will happen
because it is inpossible for the states to
control the whole basin to prevent these
illegal acts. Toxic contam nated water can
| eak from storage tanks and be washed from
storage pits into streanms during fl oods.
Beneficial uses or treatnent systens can al so
| eak toxins to water and to water, ground and
air. Well over 1000 chemi cals have been found
in fracking water. At least a third of these
are known to be toxic or carcinogenic.
Particularly to the larva farnms of insects and
fish for the Del aware estuary and bay. Radium
may present the greatest danger. Radium has
been found to attach to silt in the river.
Let's see. It's been found to attest to
silt --

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Corali e,

think you may have inadvertently nuted
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yourself. Can you unnmute on your end?

Coralie, I can't hear you. You cut off when
you started tal king about silt. It |ooks |ike
you nuted yourself on your end. [|'ll give you

anot her second to see if you' ve been unnuted
and, you know, give you a little bit nore timne
based on where you cut out. Ckay, Coralie

m ght be having connectivity issues, SO
Coralie, if you can hear nme and you would |ike
to finish your --

M5. PRIDE: Am | unnuted now? |
was pressing the same thing.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Okay. You
are. You are. So | think you were probably
-- 1" mgonna guess you were at about 40
seconds.

M5. PRIDE: Ckay. Ckay.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: It's a
m nute. Ckay?

M5. PRIDE: Allowi ng water to be
exported. If radiumenters the bay, it is
likely to stay in the bay. It wll be active
for thousands of years coming on. Allow ng
water to -- for export and contam nant water

inported to the basin will facilitate nore
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fracking in the Susquehanna Basin. The
nmet hane generated will cause nore negative
effects on the river and bay through gl obal
warm ng and sea level rise. These effects
wll |lessen the value of these resources to
Del aware, New Jersey residents who depend on
it. There's only one way to protect the
Del aware R ver system That is a conplete ban
on all tracking activities in the Del anare
Ri ver Basin. Thank you.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you

for your corments. The next registered

speaker is Janes Coffee. | do not see Janes
on the list of attendees. | wll give you a
nmonent to raise your hand if you are here. 1In
the nean tinme, | will announce the next five

speakers in order and just as a check, we're
not quite hal fway through, folks, with the
regi stered speakers. The next five speakers
in order are Susanna N cholson, Bill WlIf,
Boris Kerzner, Steve C ckay and Jane
Clevenger. | only see two of these people on
the list of the attendees. |If you would
kindly raise your hand if you're here, that

will help ne find you if I'mjust overl ooking
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your nane. So Janes Coffee, | don't see a
Janmes Coffee or who has raised his hand. For
t hose that have not been present, once | get
through the list of registered speakers, |

w || double check that you didn't have a
difficulty such that you logged on a little
bit late. | wll proceed though to Susanna
Ni chol son, whose nane | did not see in
attendance and | do not see her raising her
hand. Simlarly for the next registered
speaker who is Bill Wlf. If either of you
are here, raise your hand. 1'Ill give you a
few seconds. kay. Not seeing you raise your
hand, | will proceed to Boris Kerzner who is
here. Boris, | will allowyou to talk
Kindly do a sound check.

MR. KERZNER: Yeah, can you hear

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: | can
Thank you. Please introduce yourself and your
affiliation, if any.

MR, KERZNER H . M nane is
Boris Kerzner and |I'ma concerned citizen
living in Montgonery County, Pennsylvani a.

Thank you for allowing nme to speak today. |
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urge the DRBC to not only prohibit the

i nportation of fracking wastewater for

di scharge onto | and and water, but to prohibit
this inportation throughout the basin, period.
Thi s wastewat er shoul d not enter the watershed
at all. The proposed rule, as it currently
stands, allows the wastewater to travel

t hrough the basin on its way el sewhere.

| nevitably, there will be accidents and | eaks.
The proposed rule, as it currently stands,
allows for wastewater storage within the
basin, whether it be in netal storage tanks or
plastic |ined retention ponds. |nevitably,
these will corrode and | eak. The proposed
rule, as it currently stands, allows for this
wastewater to sit in open air ponds and
evaporate, thus releasing its toxins and
contam nants into the air and inpacting life

within the basin. Accidents and | eaks are

inevitable. | urge the Conm ssion to prohibit
all inportation of fracking wastewater,
period. |If we prohibit fracking in the basin,

why should we be on the hook for any risk at
all associated with the nanagenent and

di sposal of a toxic -- of a toxic waste
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byproduct of our process we claimto not want
Wi thin our boundaries? |In addition if the
proposed rule as it currently stands all ows
for any exportation of water fromthe basin
for the purposes of fracking, for exanple, as
Ken Dol sky expl ai ned, please prohibit that as
well and finally, we're already feeling the
affects of climte change. W know fromthe
UN report that we've got roughly 10 years to
severely divest fromfossil fuels as a society
to avoid sonme of the worst inpacts of climate
change. As a father of two very young
daughters, this concerns nme. Sinply put, this
fracked natural gas needs to stay in the
ground. It's the noral and ethical thing to
do, period. The evidence at this point is
practical ly undeni able and we nust 1isten.
| urge the Conm ssion to anend the

rules so that we, within its jurisdiction, can
say that we've got nothing, truly nothing to
do with an industrial process that is in slow
nmotion killing the world. Thank you.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your comments. Qur next speaker is Steve

C ckay. Gkay. | apologize if I m spronounced
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that. | will now allow you to talk. Wuld
you like to check your sound?

MR. Cl CKAY: Steve C ckay,
ordinary citizen, Newtown, PA

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you

MR. Cl CKAY: Moral reasons not
to pollute our river. Let ne start by quoting
t he phil osopher Ludwig Wttgenstein who wote
in his philosophical investigations problens
are solved not by giving new information, but
by arrangi ng what we have al ways known. So |
won't bore you with the facts that we already
know, nanely that the econom c institution of
fracki ng causes di sease and death as a
byproduct of its econom c value. Qur society
has sadly accepted these consequences as a
necessary price of doing business in the early
21st century. You have a decision to nmake
soon that could allow the continuation of this
institution, which is supported by powerful
peopl e and busi ness, politicians,
bur eaucr aci es, and even ordi nary consuners.
So | understand the pressure in perspective
under which you operate at this point in tine

in the history of humanity. You may perceive
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a sense of freedom as you deliberate as you
wei gh conprom ses that would satisfy these
various strong interest group and all ow the
institution of fracking to continue along with
an acceptable |l evel of deleterious effects,

but I want you to arrange the facts we all
know so that you understand that you have the
freedomto nmake a different decision that
woul d harmthis institution and perhaps then
place it on the road to its rightful
extinction and that freedom you possess is not
the freedom of sel ecting choices anong the
passi ons of a business, person, a politician
or a consunmer, but the freedomto choose in
the real mof fundanental noral truths that
pertain not to any sel ective interest group,
but to all of humanity, all sentient creatures
and to even as sone phil osophers argue to the
physical world as well for the known noral

fact that | know, you know, as children,
parents, |lovers, brothers, sisters, husbands,
w ves and grandparents is that all of us nust
strive in our daily lives not to cause harmto
ot hers. W should be using our wi sdom and

resources to develop institutions, which

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT
866- 339- 2608



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N NN NN P P P P P P PP R
o A W N P O © ©® N O OO~ W N P O

Hearing 3
Decenber 15, 2021 44

nurture living creatures and the environnent,
whi ch sustains them and we should do our best
to shun and neke obsol ete institutions, which
cause di sease and suffering to sentient
creatures and irreparable harmto our -- until
now, thank goodness, |ife sustaining planet.
It takes wi sdom and noral courage to do what
is right, especially when those | ocked into
the present only see what is and not what
could and shoul d be, but a new dawn is rising
where the |ight of the sun can bring power to
a new generation wthout rel easing toxic
chem cals into the bodies of our children. W
shoul d strive to nove our energy institutions
there instead of continuing to support those
t hat reek such havoc on the ones we shoul d

| ove as their own who by accident fal

hel plessly in the way of toxic flows. | do
not have many years left on this planet, so |
speak not for nyself, but | have as many in

t hi s audi ence al so have a beautiful wonderful
grandchild. | adore her as | amsure all
grandparents adore theirs and wi sh only the
best possible world for all grandchildren to

grow into so they can cel ebrate the great
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nmysterious gift of being that is bestowed upon
us for oh so short of tine. So be w se, be
courageous, neke a noral decision that wll
have trenendous ripple effects down through
many generations for many who will one day be
grateful to you for both your w sdom and noral
courage. Choose the |ight over the darkness
of toxicity. Thank you for I|istening.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your comments. The |last speaker in this
set of five is Jane Clevenger. | do not see
Jane on the |ist of attendees, but if you are
here, I will give you a nonent to raise your

hand. That is in the bottom center of your

screen as a raised hand icon. [|f you do that,
you wi Il pop to the top of ny list and I'll be
able to identify you better. | wll note

while I'mgiving Jane Cl evenger a second that
our attendance on Zoom has increased by one to
48. W are still at a peak of three on our
YouTube live stream Al R ght. 1|'mnot
seeing that Jane Clevenger is here, so | wll
nove on and announce the next five registered
speakers in order. They are Eireann Young,

Karen Feridun, Linda Barnett, Kirk Frost, and
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Shannon Pendl eton. | will also note that the
total nunber of registered speakers is 35, so
we're a little bit nmore than halfway. |If you
have noticed, there are quite a few registered
speakers who have not shown up, which neans
that if you have not registered to speak and
you are interested in doing so, there is a
good chance that we will have tine left in the
hearing for you to do so. However, | wll
make that final determ nation only after al
of our registered speakers have had the chance
to speak if they are here. Having said that,
| will now look to see if Eireann Young is
present with nme. Think she is here. There
she is okay. Every tinme soneone raises their
hand, they pop to the top of ny list and |
have to find themagain. Thank you very nuch
t hough. That's helpful. | will now allow you
to talk, Eireann. |If you would please check
your sounds.

MR. YOUNG Can you hear ne?

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH: | can.
Thank you. Please state your nane and your
affiliation, if any, before you begin your

conment .
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MR. YOUNG Okay. M nane is
Eireann Young. [I'man ordinary citizen, but I
al so am a | eader or volunteer with Reclaim
Phi | adel phia. So a previous comenter already
expl ai ned the special status of fracking
wast ewat er, which was based on the Benson
anmendnent and expl ai ned, you know, why they
are exactly as toxic as hazardous naterials
that are officially recognized as hazardous
materials. | wanted to add that the treatnent
process of fracking wastewater rel eases
pol | uti on through vari ous pat hways, not just
directly into the water. Wile it's essenti al
t hat discharges to water and | and be
prohi bited, em ssions to air are al so damagi ng
human health and the environnment when they are
rel eased into the surroundi ng environnent as
poi sonous snobg producing air pollution. |
live in Phil adel phia. Mself, ny neighbors
and conmunity, we are already subject to
unhealthy levels of air pollution on a regular
basis. W need our health and safety to be
val ued nore, not deval ued further through
dangerous air pollution fromfracking

wast ewat er treatnent process and this health
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risk is on top of the health risks that we
woul d suffer and the natural environnment would
suffer through accidental spillages and

| eakages into the ground or into the Del aware
River itself and these spillages and | eakages
will inevitably happen. They cannot be
prevented entirely and once they're spilled,
they're spilled forever. As well as
threatening the health of ny community,

al l owi ng fracki ng wastewater to be inported
and exported undoes the work that we are doing
to protect our natural environnent in the

Del aware Basin, as well as the fight agai nst
cli mate chaos.

W need to -- | urge you to institute a
full and conprehensi ve ban on every aspect of
fracking in order to protect our community,

t he basin and the natural environnent, as well
as our region and the world from pollution and
climate chaos. Thank you.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your comments. Qur next speaker is Karen
Feridun. | do not see Karen in attendance.

If I'"mjust mssing your name, kindly raise

your hand. The next regi stered speaker is
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Li nda Barnett. | do see a Linda in
attendance, but | don't see a | ast nane
associ ated with that attendee. Li nda, if that

is Linda Barnett indeed, kindly raise your

hand. Yes, you have. GCkay. Geat. | stil
don't see Karen Feridun, so Linda, | will now
allowyou to talk. If you could do a sound

check, pl ease.

M5. BARNETT: Testing. Testing.

M5. BOMWAN KAVANAGH: That's
| ovely. Thank you. You may begin. Please
i ntroduce yourself and your affiliation, if
any, before your comments.

M5. BARNETT: Thank you. Linda
Barnett. | ama concerned citizen who |ives
in New Castle County, Delaware. | won't
repeat all of the wonderful argunents that
have been made this afternoon because | agree
with them The points have been very well
made that the rules as proposed need to be
revised. Need to add protections for our
river basin. W all live in this environnent.
We depend upon this environnment and it is at
great risk. As has been said many tines,

there is no planet B. This is what we have
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and this is what we nust protect. | urge you
to make the changes that | am arguing for and
t hat others have done so as well so

el oquently. Thank you.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your comments. Qur next registered
speaker is Kirk Frost, followed by Shannon
Pendl eton. | did not see either of themin
attendance, but | will check one nore tinme and
if you are here, kindly raise your hand. That
W ll speed things up a bit. Still not finding
t hem and not seeing any raised hands. | wl]l
now announce the next five speakers in order.
John Irwin, Sam Zapal a, John Rei chman, WMatthew
Li pstick and Ti na Wi shaus. Thanks for your
patience while | try and find fol ks on the
list here. [|I'mnot seeing John Irwin. If
you're here, kindly raise your hand. | wll
| ook next for Sam Zapala. Also not seeing
Sam Kindly raise your hand if you're here.
There is one attendee who has called in. |
only see a phone nunber. If you have
regi stered to speak and at anytine | say your
name, kindly raise your hand because | won't

be able to tell who it is. | do see that John
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Irwi n has raised your hand. Thank you very
much. | wll now allow you to talk. Go ahead
and check your sound before you get started.

MR IRWN Can you hear ne?

M5. BOMWAN KAVANAGH | can
Thank you.

MR ITRWN M nanme is John
lrwin. |I'mthe co-chair of the Cimte and

Energy Coommittee of the Del aware chapter of
the Sierra ub. Thank you for allowing ne to
make comments today about the proposed
anendnments. | support the determ nation that
di scharge of wastewater fromfracking rel ated
activities into the Del aware Ri ver Basin poses
unacceptable risks to our |argest resources.
| also want to oppose exportation of water
fromthe basin. | think you should maintain
the existing policy prohibiting this. W
shoul d protect and preserve our water
resources. Climte change creates uncertainty
about the future of our water supply. The
need for caution is obvious.

Finally, | oppose inportation of
wast ewat er from ot her areas. |nporting

wast ewat er doesn't serve the comrmunity served
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by the basin. It just adds a burden for us.
Bringi ng wastewater into our community adds
risks for us. W should not risk

contam nation of our waters with toxic heavy
nmetal s and other risky materials, many of

whi ch persist in the environnent for many
years and sone even thousands of years.

Spills, | eakage, evaporation of wastewater are
all possibilities that threaten public health
with toxins. |It's bad enough that there is
fracki ng happening in nearby states. Fracking
is a mpjor source of nethane em ssions, which
|"msure you know i s the greenhouse gas. The
wel I s | eak during production and nmany
abandoned wells | eak forever afterwards until
exhausted. Methane has nore than 80 tines the
war m ng power of carbon di oxide over the first
20 years after reaching the atnosphere. At

| east 25% of today's warmng is driven by

nmet hane from human actions. W need to phase
out natural gas and transition to clean energy
sources. W should not be taking neasures to
make fracking easier or cheaper to continue.

Pl ease do not allow inport of contam nated

wat er or exported clean water from ny Del awnare
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Basin. Thank you very nuch.

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments. Qur next speaker is Sam
Zapal a. Though | am not seeing on the |ist of
attendees. Kindly raise your hand if you are
present. Gve you a nonent to do that. |If
not, I wll proceed to John Reichman. Sorry.
| thought | saw John here a nonent ago. G ve
me a second to see if | can find himagain.
Junp to the top of the list. Thanks for
rai sing your hand. John, I will announce you
to talk if you would kindly check your sound.

MR, REI CHVAN. Thank you. Can

you hear ne?

M5. BOMWAN KAVANAGH | can.
Thank you.

MR. REICHVAN. My nane is John
Rei chman. |'mthe chair of the Wave
Envi ronmental conmttee. [|'malso on the

steering conmttee of Enpower New Jersey. |

t hank you for taking the tinme to hear ny
coments. Allowng the inport of fracked
wast e under any circunstance woul d be a

conpl ete abdication of the conm ssioner's duty

to protect the Del aware River Basin. It would
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prioritize short-termgains for polluters over
the long-termpublic interest. The DRBC and

t he governors did the right thing when it
banned fracking. This was an epic victory.

It should not now snatch the feet fromthe
jaws of victory. There is not enough to ban
di rect discharges of fracking wastes, but you
nmust ban indirect discharges as well, which
woul d be all owed t hrough the massive | oophol es
bi g enough to drive a tanker truck through.
That nust be closed and elimnate. Many

ot hers have al ready spoken about the specific
reasons why fracked gas waste is so dangerous
and toxic. | don't think I need to go into
that now, but | think anyone who | ooks at the
evidence wll see it's absolutely clear that
frack waste is both hazardous and toxic. So
not only should that be -- the | oophol es be

cl osed and no fracked waste to all owed because
of the direct effect on water in the water
basin, but also in terns of the |larger issue
of climate change. W should not be adopting
regul ations that nmake it easier for fossil

fuel producers to continue to take us down the

path of climte catastrophe.
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The bottomline question for the
governors i s whose side are you on? The
public or the polluters? You nade the
cour ageous decision to ban fracking. Don't
make this a hollow victory. Finish the job
and ban fracking waste fromthe wat ershed.
Thank you.

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments. The next registered
speaker is Mathew Lipshick. | don't see you
here. 1'll give you a few nonents to raise
your hand before proceeding to Ti na Wi shaus.

Al right, Tina. Thank you for raising your

hand. | do not see a Matthew Lipshick. |
believe | see a speaker fromearlier. | do
recogni ze you and I'lIl come back to you in a

few nonents. Thank you. Thanks for raising
your hand. Tina, |I'll allow you to talk. You
m ght have to unnute on your end.

M5. WEI SHAUS: Can you hear ne
now?

M5. BOAWWAN KAVANAGH: | can.
Thank you. Kindly introduce yourself and your
affiliation, if any.

M5. WEISHAUS: M nane is Tina
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Wei shaus. | am a concerned citizen living in
Sussex County, New Jersey right next to the
Del aware River. | amhere to raise ny voice
along with so many others to call for a ban on
the inportation and storage of any fracked gas
wast ewater into the Del aware River Basin and a
concurrent ban on the exportation of any water
for fracking el sewhere. | oppose, | echo in
echoing scientists around the world and the

| nt ernati onal Energy Agency. | opposed the
use and expansion of all fossil fuel projects
at this point intine as it is driving a
climate catastrophe that humanity nay not
survive. | specifically opposed fracked oi
and gas for the toxic chemcals that it uses
and then offloads into our air, soil and water
and for the nethane that it produces in the
process, a nore potent greenhouse gas than
carbon di oxide. You should be doing all that
you can to protect the basin fromany further
environnmental and clinmate damage. Encouragi ng
fracki ng el sewhere and all ow ng the Del awar e
to be used in that process is not the way to
carry out your duties. Both allow ng the

i nportation of toxic and radioactive fracked
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wast ewater to the Del aware Ri ver Basin and the
exportation of Delaware River water for
fracking el sewhere is a terrible betrayal to
the people of the region and all people in
surroundi ng states and everywhere. |t nmakes
the Del aware River Basin a dunping ground for
t oxi ¢ wast ewat er and endangeri ng people's

heal th and wel | being, the econony,
recreational life of the area, as well as
endangeri ng ecosystens and habitats of so nmany
species. There is so little fresh water on
Earth already. To allow so nuch water to be
used for fracking nmade toxic and radioactive
and becone unavail abl e for future generations
is totally unacceptable. Fracking nmust stop
here and now and renewabl e energy nust replace
it immediately and the Comm ssion nust do its
duty. | call on you to |isten, Conm ssioners,
to listen to the EPA, the experts, the

Phi | adel phi a Water Departnment and to the
representatives of the 17 mllion people who
use the Del aware R ver Basin for drinking
water. Close all |oopholes and regulate a
conpl ete ban on the inportation, processing,

storage, discharge reuse and endured di sposal
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of toxic fracked wastewater into the Del aware
Ri ver Basin and to concurrently ban the

i nportation -- the exportation of our precious
and vital water of the Delaware for fracking
projects el sewhere, and pl ease make sure that
this public comment period is extended and so
t hat everyone who wants to have the ability to
weigh in on this |ife-determ ning decision.
Thank you for your tine.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your coments. Before | proceed with the
final group of five, | amgoing to junp back
to a regi stered speaker who we weren't able to
find on the list before, but we have now
identified, Karen Feridun. Karen, | will go
ahead and allow you to talk now Kindly do a
sound check.

M5. FERIDUN. Can you hear ne
now?

M5. BOMWAN KAVANAGH | can,

Yes. If you could introduce yourself and your
affiliation, if any, before making your
conment s.

M5. FERIDUN. Thank you very

much. My nane is Karen Feridun and |'mthe
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founder of Berks Gas Truth. | needed to | eave
your business neeting for another neeting | ast
week before having an opportunity to comment.

| wanted to say that this public participation
process needs to be inproved to all ow everyone
who wants to comment to get their chance. |
amparticularly concerned the people of who
live on the wong side of the digital divide,
especially those who live in areas of the
wat er shed that are proximal to drilling and
nore likely to be inpacted by these

regul ations. There's a good |ikelihood they
don't know about the proposed regul ati ons,
much | ess the comment period. Those who do
deserve every opportunity to comment. |If for
no one el se you should inprove the process
wth themin mnd. M coment pertaining to

t he proposed regulations is this. You have
put a prohibition on the discharge of

wast ewat er, but you can't prohibit it.

Acci dents can and do happen and we know al |
too well that there are bad actors out there
who flout the rules and so you were fully
aware that the water resources the basin wll

be conprom sed by di scharges. Wen that
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happens, the damage wil|l be done and you w |
have to leave it up to state regulators to

cl ean up the ness because you have no
enforcenment arm | will be submtting for the
record a brief | wote that we released this
week on road spreadi ng of conventi onal
drilling wastewater in Pennsylvania. Wile |
know it is inportant to these regulations, |I'm
submtting it in hopes that you'll reviewit
to see how badly drilling wastewater is being
managed by our DEP currently. | don't trust
themto clean up nesses that woul d never have
happened if you had delivered the ful

fracking ban that you prom sed. | have many
nmore comments |'I1 submt in witing, but I
must close by saying that it defies reason
that we were even having to tal k about giving
the industry the two things it needs to stay

i n business nore than anything el se. Wter
for fracking and places to dunp their waste.
When, one, you were so concerned about the
dangers of fracking that you banned here and,
two, when the climate crisis i s undeni abl e and
the UN Secretary General has declared it Code

Red for Humanity. | never inmagined |'d be
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[iving through such a nonent and | never

i mgi ned that w tnessing an unfol ding disaster
that our future generations may not survive
woul d | eave governnent officials unnoved.
Thank you.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your coorments and t hank you al so for
adhering to the tine limt, despite ny
tardiness in starting the clock. M
apologies. W are now on to our |ast set of
five registered speakers. They wll be Susan
Vol z, Jane Cyphers, Harrison Mace, Bernard
Handl er, Maya VanRossum |t | ooks Iike four
out of the five speakers in this group are
here, so you get the attendance award for
today in terns of the nost nunber being
present. So | wll go back and start wth the
first of the last five. Susan Volz. It |ooks

i ke Susan m ght have noved to the top of ny

list. Yes. Thank you. Susan, | wll now
allow you to talk. Susan, |'m having
difficulty allowng you to talk. If you would
kindly be patient for a nonent, |'mgoing to

send a nessage to our tech help and it wl|

conme back to those, so please don't |eave.
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Just give ne a nonent.

M5. VOLZ: Can you hear ne now?

MS. BOAWAN KAVANAGH:  Yes, |
can, and this is Susan Volz; is that correct?

M5. VOLZ: Yes.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Ckay.

Yes, wonderful. Please go ahead and state
your nanme and affiliation, if any, and |'l|
start the clock this tine.

M5. VOLZ: Ckay. Thank you. My
nanme i s Susan Sunghee Volz and | am an
advocacy coordinator with the Cean Ar
Council. 1 live in Philadel phia where nmany of
us get our drinking water fromthe Del aware
River. The Council is deeply concerned that
the current wording of the DRBC proposed
regul ati ons | eaves open the possibility that
i ndustry could withdraw water for fracking
operations and treat or dispose of fracking
wastewater within the basin. In order to
protect the Del aware River watershed and the
health and safety of all who live in this
regi on, the regul ations nust be strict and
speci fic and nust hold up agai nst the powerful

private interests of the oil and gas industry.
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The regul ations nmust clearly state a conplete
ban on fracking, extraction, disposal, and
storage. The Del aware Ri ver watershed

provi des a significant source of clean
drinking water for 15 to 17 mllion people in
four states. Extraction of these waters for
fracking essentially amobunts to a theft of a
natural resource shared by mllions.

According to the EPA, there are over 1000
known chem cals, many with serious and wel |
docunented public health inpacts that are used
in fracking, and even nore that are considered
prepared proprietary and thus have not been

di scl osed. The DRBC or the DEP cannot
effectively and continuously test for 1000
known substances, |et al one unknown chem cal s,
the contents of which may vary fromday to day
and well to well. There is no reasonable
testing that would assure the public health
and safety of our citizens. Fracking

wast ewat er transportation or storage shoul d
not be permtted in the Del aware Ri ver Basin
under any circunstances and this should be
explicitly stated in the regulations. The

ri sk of ground and surface water contam nation

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT
866- 339- 2608



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N NN NN P P P P P P PP R
o A W N P O © ©® N O OO~ W N P O

Hearing 3
Decenber 15, 2021 64

is just too high and the risk to public health
i s unacceptable. There is no real possibility
of effective renedi ati on once contam nation
occurs. The waters of the Del aware Ri ver
Basin are precious protected resource that
mllions of people depend on for drinking and
ot her uses. In Pennsylvania citizens are
guaranteed the right to clean air and pure
water by article 1 Section 27 of the state
constitution. The DRBC as a trustee of these
resources has an obligation to uphold these
rights and protections. Qur well being
depends on clean, safe drinking water. |
strongly urge the DRBC to enact a conpl ete ban
on all fracking related operations in the

Del aware River Basin, including extraction,

di sposal and storage. Thank you.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments. Qur next registered
attendee -- and thank you to our Techni cal
Support for getting your m crophone working so
qui ckly.

Qur next registered speaker is Jane
Cyphers. | do see you, Jane. | wll now

allow you to talk. Kindly check your sound
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first. You nay have to unnute on your end, as
wel I, Jane. You should be able to do that
Now.

M5. CYPHERS: (Okay. Does that
wor k?

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: It does.
Thank you. Yes.

M5. CYPHERS. Fantastic. Good
afternoon, everyone. M nane is Jane Cyphers
and | live in Mlanville, PA and have been an
active nmenber of Damascus Citizens for
Sustainability for 14 years. M famly and |
honor the clean sweet water that we drink
everyday fromour well in the Delaware River
Basin. W're ecstatic and thankful that there
was a ban on gas drilling. W want a full ban
on water withdrawal s and frack water inports
in any form W need the DRBC, the keepers of
our quality water, to create an airtight
regul ation that anticipates every possible
| oophol e that big gas and big oil can contrive
with their arny of lawers. The only thing
that will work to do that would be a ban on
the inport of these materials. | would |ike

nmy water to be as nature intended it for
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generations to cone. Please pay close
attention to the follow ng: The detection of
PFAS and PFCS, the forever chemcals in water
is of dire consequence to all life. The fact
that it's being used, in fact, PA gas wells
and it's being detected in water wells cannot
be underestimated. As if benzene, toluene,
heavy netals, fornmal dehyde, biocides and

radi ati on weren't big enough problens. Even
the very best water filtration systens cannot
renove these chem cals and expensive high
pressure nmenbrane water treatnment system nay
renove sonme part of the chem cal, but even if
renoved, disposal of the waste sludge is not
even possible. The PFAS famly of chem cals
are too toxic and there are no nedi cal
procedures to clear it fromthe human body.
These chem cal s bi oaccunul ate, but even in

m nuscul e concentrations it is known as a
car ci nogen and an endocrine disruptor. In the
fracki ng process, these chem cals are exposed
to extrene heat and pressure, which nmakes them
hi ghly concentrated and even nore toxic. The
US Navy, who is now well aware of PFAS

contam nation in many of their bases around

U S. LEGAL SUPPORT
866- 339- 2608



http://www.uslegalsupport.com

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N NN NN P P P P P P PP R
o A W N P O © ©® N O OO~ W N P O

Hearing 3
Decenber 15, 2021

67

the country fromfirefighting foamtasks

t hey' ve done on their bases say that the best
step you can take concerning PFAS is to renove
t he source of the exposure from your
environnent. This neans ban the inport.

These forever chemicals should be banned, but
they are not. There's no safe anount that
shoul d be allowed. Any water |laced wth these
chemcals in any formis a health hazard. The
Bi den adm ni stration has nade the PFAS i ssue a
top priority for good reason, but these

chem cal s have been in use and continue to be
in use in the fracking industry. W have

| earned to not trust the industry to disclose
i nformati on on chem cals used in fracking and
their health effects, but testing has reveal ed
a lot of content. The DRBC exists to keep the
Del aware Ri ver Basin clean. The DRBC nust not
enabl e the gas and oil industry to facilitate
t he expansion of their industry by using the
Del aware R ver Basin for waste processing.

Al'l inports nust be banned as well as exports.
The Comm ssion should allow -- should all ow
addi ti onal public comment sessions. Thank you

so much for your tinme. Very sincerely, Jane
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Cyphers.
M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments. Very tinely, as well. Al

right. Qur next registered speaker is

Harri son Mace. | did not see that nanme on our
list of attendees, but | will give you a few
nonments to raise your hand if you are present.
The rai se hand feature should be in the center
bottom of your screen. Not seeing a raised
hand froma Harrison Mace, | wll proceed to
Bernard Handl er. Thank you for raising your
hand. | will now allow you to talk. Please
check your sound.

MR. HANDLER  Can you hear ne
now?

MS. BOAWAN KAVANAGH:  Yes, |
can. Yes. Kindly state your nane and
affiliation, if any, before begi nning your
conment s.

MR. HANDLER  Bernard Handl er
resident at the Upper Delaware community --
Upper Del aware River Basin and a long-term
menber of Damascus Citizens for
Sustai nability.

First, 1'd like to say the DRBC nust
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have nore public coment sessions and all ow
e-mails and postal mail to submi ssions. | am
deeply worried that the inpact inport of frack
wastewater into the Del aware Basin will deeply
harm t he basin, degrade the quality of water
and degrade the environnment in the Del awnare
Basin. Al wastewater nust be banned from
entering the basin. The DRBC says expressly
seeks comment on the effects the proposed
rules may have within the basin. Anong other
itens to control and abatenent of water
pol | uti on, econom c devel opnent, the
conservation and protection of drinking water
supplies aquatic life and water quality and
speci al protection waters. The Upper Del aware
I's special protection waters and wll suffer
econom c problens if any pollution is

i ntroduced. Wo wants to go fishing or
boating on water with toxic chem cals or
radiation? This is a tourist area and depends
on second honmeowners who will not visit or who
wll leave if there is pollution. If the
waste is allowed since the area is al so rural
there will be illegal dunmping is what has

hel ped to kill Dunkard Creek and accidents
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i ke in Western Pennsyl vania and the
Susquehanna Basin involving the |arge

wast ewat er trucks on small roads, spil
situations that pollute the surroundi ngs and
downstreamwaters and kill or injure others on
the roads. Also, as far as all owed, the tanks
will corrode and | eak. The surface

i mpoundnents lined wth plastic will |eak.
Trucks or pipes bringing a waste will | eak.
Spill will be deliberately dunped or will be
del i berately dunped. All causing |asting
community contam nation. No entity will be
nmonitoring em ssions either. The chem cals
and radiation in the waste and health effects
known for decades are being proposed to be

i nported, transferred, processed. WII

conmuni ties have control or say anythi ng about
these facilities? Renenber that the DRBC does
not have any enforcenent capabilities and PA
has a very bad record of enforcenent. Al so,

t hese materials have been shown to be
persistent in the environnment. Capable of
causi ng harmover a long period of tine and

t hey do not disappear. They will injure and

kill aquatic |ife, other wildlife, our pets
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and hurman life. DRBC nade a w se deci sion
years ago to ban fracking. Now they nust
continue this thought and ban the inport of
wast ewat er and the export of fresh water to
the drilling conpanies. Thank you.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you

for your cooments. Qur final registered

speaker for today is Maya VanRossum | saw
you here. | will now -- thanks for raising
your hand. She's popped to the top. | wll

now allow you to tal k. Kindly check your
sound.

M5. VANROSSUM Great. |'mjust
checki ng ny sound.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH:  Sounds
good. Go ahead. Please introduce yourself
and your affiliation that they need before you
provi de your comments.

M5. VANROSSUM Geat. H, I'm
Maya VanRossum |'mthe Del aware Ri verkeeper
and | eader of the Del aware Riverkeeper
Net wor k.

First, we want to recogni ze DRBC for
putting in place the ban on fracking and to

say that we al so support the portion of the
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proposed regul ati ons that woul d ban the

di scharge to water or |and of frack

wast ewat er, but overall, we cannot support

t he proposed regulations and firmy oppose
them for the devastating consequences they
will bring. The regulations do not ban water
exports that will inflict significant harm on
the water resources and comunities of our
basin and the regul ations are marred by maj or
| oophol es that wi Il subject our watershed and
conmmunities to dangerous | evels of

contam nation. The wastewater | oophole wll
al l ow fracking wastewater to be inported to
our watershed for a nmultitude of uses that do
not neet the, quote, discharge to |and or

wat er, end quote, prohibition. For exanple,
the | oophole wll allowinport to wastewater
processi ng operations that rel ease their
contam nation to the air. Wat goes up into
the air as pollution does cone down and
cont am nate our waterways, environnents and
communities. W have already seen how the air
em ssi on pat hway has been a maj or source of
water contam nation in the case of PCB' s in

our watershed. The sane will be true here for
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fracking waste. The regulatory | oophole wl]l
al so all ow reuse of fracking wastewater for
things |like cooling water, cenent naking

and/ or storage. Any operation that treats,
uses, stores or transfers fracki ng wastewater
for any purpose can cause serious and

danger ous contam nati on of our watershed

i ndividually and cunul atively. As witten,
the regulations wll also allow our watershed
to be used to support fracking in other

wat er sheds, subjecting themto critical harm
It is imoral to allow our watershed to be
used in this way. |In addition to hel ping the
fracking industry overcone two of its mmjor
hurdles so that it continued -- can continue
to grow, one, finding places to dispose of
their toxic waste and, two, securing sources
of water needed for their operations. W wll
be increasing the need for nore pipelines,
conpressors, LNG facilities and other fracked
based i ndustrial operations that will cone to
our watershed, subjecting us to nore harm and
we Wil be magnifying the climate crisis and
all of the devastating consequences that w ||

be inflicted on our watershed from pol | ution,
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fl oods, drought, catastrophic stornms and the
consequences of a warmng clinmate for present
and future generations.

The Del aware Ri ver keeper Network urges
the DRBC to pass regulations that fully and
categorically ban water exports for fracking
and fracking wastewater inports so that we can
prevent the devastating consequences that
sci ence and experience proves wll cone if we
do anything less than full prohibition. The
Del aware Ri ver keeper Network opposes the
regul ati ons the Conm ssion has proposed.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments. All right. That was our
final registered speaker. | amgoing to
qui ckly state the names of those who had
regi stered that had not yet had an opportunity
to speak. In case you had to junp on the
hearing late or I didn't catch you earlier, |
will give you the chance to raise your hand
while I'mstating those nanes. |If there is
anyone who is not registered to speak during
this hearing, but would like to or if there is
anyone who happens to be registered to speak

during hearing nunber four |ater today who
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woul d prefer to speak during this hearing,

pl ease go ahead and rai se your hands and tine
allowing, I will get through as many

unregi stered speakers as we can. As stated
earlier, we have allotted of two hours for
this hearing and it |ooks like by the tine |
get to the list of nanes, there m ght be about
a half an hour left, so we will be able to,

| ' m guessi nhg, acconmopdate maybe eight or ten
unregi stered speakers. So, again, if you are
unregi stered and w sh to speak, raise your
hand. Zoom very conveniently will list you in
the order in which you rai sed your hands.
Wil e you're doing that and getting prepared,

| will go through the |ist of registered
speakers who had not yet had the opportunity
to speak during this hearing because they did
not appear to be present. Jeffrey Scott,
Tayl or McFarl and, Ral ph Ki ssberg, Paul a
Rogovi n, Nancy MCaul ey, Laura Brendan, Mark
Hol | eran, Janes Cof fee, Susanna Ni chol son,

Bill Wlf, Jane O evenger, Kirk Frost, Shannon
Pendl et on, Sam Zapal a, Matthew Li pshi ck, and
Harri son Mace. |f any of you are present,

rai se your hand and I will allow you to
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provi de your comments before | nove on to the
unregi stered speakers. It looks like so far
we have four hands raised for unregistered
speakers during this session. | do note that
one of those four hands is actually registered
to speak during the fourth hearing this
afternoon. As | said, you are welcone to
speak during this session. |I'mjust going to
check the other names to see if there is --

but you cannot speak during two different
hearings, so you're wel cone to speak during
this third hearing and we would then sinply
renmove you as a regi stered speaker fromthe
fourth hearing. M/ IT folks are going to help
me doubl e check a few of the names. In their
interim | amgoing to get started with the
unregi stered speakers because | don't see that
any regi stered speakers fromthis session have
since raised their hands. So I'mgoing to go
ahead and get started. It looks like I'll go
ahead and say these nanes so you can be
prepared and know where you are in the |ineup.
W will be going with Janes Rapp, then Alice
Zinnes or Zinnes and then Lauren Lareau.

Ckay. First I will start with Janmes Rapp.
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Janmes, | will allowyou to talk. Please go
ahead and check your sound.

MR. RAPP: Hello. Can you hear

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH | can and
then if you would kindly state your nane for
the record and your affiliation, if any,
bef ore you begin.

MR. RAPP: M nane is Janes
Rapp, a Jackson Townshi p, New Jersey resident,
but a property owner with 11 acres of river
corridor of property in conservation in
Equi nunk, PA. | insist the DRBC reject the
i nportation and exportation of any end
processi ng of any fracki ng conponents within
t he basin. These proposed utilizations are a
clear violation of the intention of the
Commi ssion. You nust recogni ze the
degradation that these practices wl|
certainly have on the basin. Special interest
profits should not be placed above the
protective mandate so clearly in the DRBC s
creation. |If the DRBC allows these practices
within the basin, it will not be |long before

the value of the entire basin would be so
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di m nished as to violate the very intention of
t he Comm ssion rendering it irrelevant, and
all for so called transitional energy
resources that are not actually utilized in a
manner that nakes it worth the danage that it
does. So | inplore you to disallow any of
t hese uses, continue the nmandate, and | woul d
like to also ask that you recogni ze that
COVID- 19 restrictions on everyone's life are
di sruptive and are hanpering our citizens'
rights to petition our governnent. It was a
| ast minute word for ne to get online and |
think that there are nunmerous people out there
who are not able to express thenselves in
opposition to the proposed rul es changes. So
| inplore you to continue the ban and build on
t hat ban and understand that it was the
intention of the creation of the basin as a
guasi governnment private entity for you to
protect the resources in perpetuity. So to
enploy themfor a tenporary energy source
violates the intention of the creation of the
DRBC.

| thank you for your tine today and |

t hank you for the opportunity to speak.
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M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your comments. Qur next unregistered
speaker is Alice Zinnes. | wll now allow you
totalk and I wll note that we now have a
fourth hand raised. That is John Pace.

Ali ce, sound check, please.

M5. ZINNES: Yes. Can you hear

me?

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH | can.
Thank you.

M5. ZINNES: Ckay. Geat. MW
nane is Alice Zinnes. | have two hones. One

in New York Cty and the other in the Upper
Del aware R ver Basin on the PA side, both
areas affected by the DRBC fracking

regul ations. | applaud the DRBC for banning
fracking in the basin. However, the current
draft regul ations include a nunber of

di sturbing policies, such as allow ng toxic
frack wastewater to enter our pristine area
and clean water to be renoved for fracking
operations el sewhere. These | oophol es nust be
cl osed and nothing related to fracking should
be permtted in our basin. These |oopholes

are so dangerous, | wanted to speak at one of
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your few hearings and |'mgrateful to have the
opportunity. Unfortunately, instead of
speaki ng about these |oopholes, | amcalled to
use ny tinme to ask that DRBC offer nore public
heari ngs and make the sending of witten
coments easier. | was granted a voice today
only because sone people who had preregistered
did not attend. Because preregistration was
cl osed when | attenpted to sign up, | al nost
didn't bother attending at all, and |I'm sure
many others were so frustrated by their
inability to register that they also did

not -- they did not attend today. |'malso
sure many people who are here today will not
be able to speak anyway. Many spoken voi ces
wll be silenced. The DRBC s current hearings
are only in English. Gven the nunber of
Spani sh speakers affected by DRBC regul ati ons,
public hearings in Spanish nust be offered, as
well. DRBC website is very difficult to

navi gate, so difficult that many people sinply
are unable to post witten comments online. |
nmysel f have had to help quite a few people

upl oad their comments and know of others who

have sinply given up. The DRBC nust offer
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nore denocratic and user-friendly systens to
send witten comrents. For instance, the DRBC
can create a dedicated e-mail, fax nunber and
sinple mailing address wi thout the need for
special permssion to mail coment as the

nmet hod announced during today's hearing. The
DRBC nust schedul e nore public hearings and
make it sinpler to send in witten comments.
Al | stakehol ders nust be given the opportunity
to have their concerns heard publicly. Thank
you.

M5. BOAWAN KAVANAGH: Thank you
for your coorments. Qur third registered
speaker is Lauren Lareau. Lauren, | wll
allow you to talk now | will note that we
have you as registered for the Earth hearing,
which is late this afternoon. You are wel cone
to provide comments during this session right
now. | do want to confirmw th you not to
speak at both hearings, though.

M5. LAREAU. Yes, | understand.
| initially wanted to register for this
neeting, but | was unable to do so because it
was full. So if I could speak now, that would

be great.
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M5. BOAVAN KAVANACH
Absolutely. |I'mglad we can acconmpdate you
at your preferred tine. Sounds |like your
sound is good. Please state your nane and
your affiliation, if any, before providing
your comments.

M5. LAREAU. Thank you so nuch.
My name is Lauren Lareau. | ama resident of
Langhorne, Pennsylvania and | drink water from
the Del aware River Basin. | just want to
t hank you for holding this public coment
hearing. You should definitely extend it.
O fer in-person neetings and all ow people to
send e-mail comments for those who are having
troubl e accessing today's neeting. Thank you
so much for banning direct fracking in the
Del aware River Basin, but your ban is not
conplete and that's why |I'm here today. W
have a constitutional right to the vital
resources of clean air and water and fracking
is a direct violation of our constitutional
right and right to life. Access to clean air
and water is not just a constitutional right,
it's a fundanmental human right because clean

air and water is essential to our basic
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survival. Wthout clean water and oxygen,
human beings wll perish. That's what vital

nmeans. We nust protect vital resources with
all of our power and it is your duty as

Comm ssioners and the DRBC to protect the
basin with a conplete ban on all fracking
related activities. Wiile energy is necessary
to our society's function and there is a
greater good in supporting energy production,
fracking for natural gas does not support that
cause for several reasons. It is a finite
resource. It is harnful to the environnent
during extraction, and it is harnful during
use. Fracking conpanies are not required to
di scl ose the toxic recipe that they use to
frack to get their natural gas because it's
considered intellectual property of the
conpany. Since we don't know what chem cal s
they're using, how on earth can we safely
store their wastewater? Instead of supporting
the fracking industry with | oophol es that
allow themto further destroy our environnent
and natural resources, we should be supporting
cl ean energy alternatives. W can do that by

instituting a conplete ban on fracking and all
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fracking related activities in the Del anare

Ri ver Basin. This includes water use and
storage. Allowing our vital resources to be
used to destroy the environnment and then
talking -- storing toxic fracking waste in the
drinking supply for 17 mllion people between
New Yor k and Phil adel phi a woul d be an

abdi cation of your responsibilities as
overseers of this vital resource. You nust
ban all fracking related activities, including
wat er use and storage in the Delaware R ver
Basin, full stop.

Thank you so nuch for giving ne an
opportunity to |l eave ny comments and to | eave
it at the earlier neeting.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your coments. Qur fourth unregistered
speaker with a hand raised is John Pace.
Before | allow John to speak, | will note tine
check. Looks like we will have close to 30
mnutes, so if there is anyone else who is
unregi stered or who is registered for the
fourth hearing, but would prefer to speak at
this hearing, please raise your hand and it

does l ook like we will have tine to allow you
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to speak. Going back to John Pace, | will now
allow you to talk, John. Can you check your
sound for ne, please?

MR. PACE: | think |I've done so.

MS. BOAWAN KAVANAGH:  Yes.
Kindly state your nane and affiliation, if
any, before you start with your conments.

MR. PACE: Right. M nane is
John Pace and I'ma citizen of Honesdal e,
Pennsyl vania. Gkay, so | found there were
many fine points made from many peopl e and
it's sort of very unsatisfactory that the
format is such that person after person can
nmake essentially the sanme points, sonetines in
greater depth, sonetinmes not, but there is no
real dialogue that is taking place, which
makes the entire thing kind of have an enpty
feeling. | applaud that, in fact, that people
are allowed to cone up here and take part in
the Comm ssion's activities and that people
are making the nost of that, but the only
thing that's clear to ne is that the intent of
the Commssion is to ban fracking and it's
pol | uti on and consequently one woul d think

that anything that | eads to that unfortunate
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situation of pollution will also be included.
So | think the intent of the ban was to nake a
conpl ete ban and peopl e have nmade the point
over and over again that, in fact, there are

| oophol es and yet no one has addressed those

| oopholes. So it doesn't nake it particularly
cl ear whether or not the |oopholes exist in
the glaring way that people say they do or

not, and | woul d appreciate sone kind of an
interactive format that would all ow soneone to
explain the regulations fromthe point of view
of the Conm ssion and explain the regul ati ons
fromthe point of view of the activists. So |
think we have a long way to go and this is

ki nd of disheartening in the sense that the
clarity that could be there is not there. So
| just want to, again, agree with many of the
activists and say that indeed there should be
a sense that fracking is being banned and all
associ ated activities are being banned that
woul d I ead to sonewhat of the sane result.

Now, if the Comm ssion, in fact, disagrees
wth that, there should be sone way for them
to make that crystal clear and actually

typically governnment allows sone pretty
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horrible things. In this case, governnent is
actually on | think the right side norally,
but for that to really have teeth in it or not
to be an enpty victory for all the popul ation
here in the Del aware Basin area, then we have
to be reassured and | don't think the system
as it's set up right now for interaction is
actually making that clear. So | thank you
and keep up the good work.

M5. BOAMWAN KAVANAGH  Thank you
for your comments. That was the | ast
unr egi stered speaker who had raised their hand
to provide comments during this hearing. | am
going to pause for 10 seconds to all ow anyone
el se, given that we still have close to 20
mnutes left. |If there is anyone el se who
woul d i ke to provide comments during this
heari ng, please |ook for the raise hand
feature in the center bottom of your screen
and I will give you a nonent to do so, so we
can take advantage of the opportunity that we
have right now Don't be shy. |'mseeing no
additi onal attendees who are raising their
hands for the opportunity to provide conments

during this hearing. | wll now stop screen
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sharing. That does conclude this public
hearing. Thank you to everyone for attending.
| would note again that a list of frequently
asked questions concerning this rul emaki ng has
been posted on the DRBC website. Thank you to
everyone for attendi ng and on behalf of the
Del aware Ri ver Basin Conm ssion, | also want
to thank those of you who offered comments
this afternoon.

As a remnder, if tinme permts, there
may al so be an opportunity at this evening' s
hearing for unregi stered speakers to provide
coments and you may al so submit witten
coments by 5:00 PM Eastern Tine on February
28, 2022. For nore information, please visit

t he DRBC website. Have a good eveni ng.
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Short hand Reporter, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of
testi nony as taken stenographically by and
before nme at the tine, place and on the date
herei nbefore set forth, to the best of ny
ability.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am
neither a relative nor enpl oyee nor attorney
nor counsel of any of the parties to this
action, and that | amneither a relative nor
enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and that

| amnot financially intgﬁested.in t he,acti on.
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