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Cooperators and Funders

Delaware County Department of Economic Development

and Friends of the Upper Delaware River

Town of
Hancock
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What’s A River Worth?

• Direct economic contributions
of cold water fishery today

• Indirect benefits (e.g., 2nd
home impacts)

• Impacts of release regimen on
fishing industry economy

• Potential economic gains from
more consistent release
regimen

Broome

Delaware
Wayne

Sullivan
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What’s A River Worth?

• 28 miles of main stem
(Callicoon to Hancock)

• 33 miles of East Branch
(Hancock to Downsville)

• 17 miles of West Branch
(Hancock to Deposit)

• 78 miles of cold water fishery
impacted by releases from
Cannonsville and Pepacton
reservoirs
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Expenditures Per Day/Trip

• US Fish & Wildlife (2001) - $53/trip (2010 $’s)

• University of Minnesota (1990) - $41.25 (resident), $22.03 (non-resident)

• US Fish & Wildlife Shad Study (1986) - $25.50 per trip

• Cornell University (1981) - $56.70/day/group (all recreation)

• NPS River Study (1989) - $19.42 (all river recreation)

• NPS Money Gen. Mod. (1997) - $70.72/lodging, $43.95/meals (all travel)

• North Carolina Trout Study (2009) - $103/day

• University of Minnesota (2002) - $29.37/day at home & $56.57 away

• US Fish & Wildlife (2011) - $55/trip

• NYS Anglers Survey (2007) - $28/trip residents/$90/trip non-residents
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What’s A River Worth?
Other Key Economic Facts

• Fresh water anglers in New York spend roughly 16 days per year fishing
and spend approximately $879 per year. Roughly 20% each is spent on
lodging, food and transportation (gasoline), with the remainder going for
other supplies and services.

• Some 89% of anglers come from metro areas, and 38% come from large
metropolitan areas such as New York City. Fishing is also the primary
reason visitors to the Delaware River region head to Delaware County.

• There are direct, indirect and induced economic impacts from spending
on fishing. Multiplier effects can be segregated into these and other
categories and range from a factor of 1.30 to 2.53. NPS estimates 1.84
for gross output on a local basis and 2.01 on a statewide basis.
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(Based on existing data sources before

adjustments for unique value)
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Current fishing economy generates gross output of $21 million. Net
present valued over 20 years at a 5% discount rate, this represents a
$261.9 million value with a minimum of another 25% or $65.5 million of
value to be had from consistent reservoir water releases.
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Impacts on Property Values

• 3,242 or 37% of all housing units in the impacted area are second homes
and these are occupied by households focused on recreation as a pursuit
while staying in the area. Housing units within the impacted area have a
current estimated average value of $115,152 according to ESRI.

• Second home value is relative to recreational use, and NPS data
indicates 29.2% of those headed to that portion of the river between
Callicoon and Hancock were there to fish, indicating the 947 of 3,242
second homes in the impacted area represent a total value of $109.0
million attributable to the fishing sector.
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There were 15 weekends in
2013, 26 in 2012 and 3 in 2011
during which the weekend
flows were lower than 725 cfs
or immediately preceded by
such low flows that would lead
anglers to expect poor
weekend fishing conditions.

Upper Delaware Cold Water Fishing & Boating Industry Economic Impact Study



What’s A River Worth?

Upper Delaware Cold Water Fishing & Boating Industry Economic Impact Study



What’s A River Worth?

Upper Delaware Cold Water Fishing & Boating Industry Economic Impact Study



What’s A River Worth?

Upper Delaware Cold Water Fishing & Boating Industry Economic Impact Study



What’s A River Worth?

• The typical business impacted has been in
existence approximately 15 years.

• The average amount of land owned by
respondents was 116 acres, although the
range was wide; from one acre to well over
1,000.

• Businesses were asked “How much of your
customer base is related to each of the
following activities, in your estimation?
That is to say, how many of your customers
do you estimate come to the area for these
activities and, in the course of their visits
visit your business or use your services,
regardless the services you provide directly
relate to these activities or not?”
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What’s A River Worth?
Sales, allocated by the proportions business respondents attribute to
various types of recreation, indicated the following average expenditures
per year, fishing and boating accounting for an average total of $57,525
of spending at each business
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What’s A River Worth?

• Impacted businesses spend an
estimated 83% of their operating
expenditures and 82% of their
capital expenditures within
Broome, Delaware, Sullivan or
Wayne Counties.

• Impacted businesses are drawing
new dollars into the region with
81% coming from outside it to
experience recreational
opportunities in the area.

• The typical business employs an
average of 6.3 full and part-time
workers.
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$414 million
(and $274 million more with a little help from our friends)
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