
Delaware Valley Early Warning System
• Delaware Valley Early Warning System

(EWS): a notification and modeling system
to provide advance warning of water
contamination events

• Development began in 2002 by PWD
• More than 500 subscribers from 62

organizations (utilities, industry, regulators)
• Web-based tool with email and telephone

notifications
• Users report events
• Model estimates arrival time of spill at

intakes

Presented to an advisory subcommittee of the DRBC on May 14, 2026. Contents 
should not be published or re-posted in whole or in part without permission of the 
presenter or the DRBC.



• Used a demo version of 
EWS

• Live reporting of event 
during tabletop exercise

• Ease of use
• Any EWS subscriber can 

report
• Write what you know
• Tabletop exercise 

attendees could log into 
demo version for updates 
on their own devices

Live Event Reporting



Arrival times based on riverine model
Initial best guess

Riverine Model EWS Results demo.delawarevalleyews.org

https://demo.delawarevalleyews.org/


Tidal Model EWS Results

Arrival times based on tidal model
Better guess

demo.delawarevalleyews.org

https://demo.delawarevalleyews.org/


Early Warning System - Takeaways

• New users and subscriber information 
updates

• Subscribers must opt in to receive 
telephone alerts

• Suggestion: Text notifications for events
• Suggestion: Ability to attach photos or 

video to event reporting
• Opportunities for EWS user trainings
• Understanding of EWS modeling 

capabilities
• EWS is a primary tool for communicating 

during emergency events
Would take several days after entering 
tidal system to reach any DW intakes


	Slide 1: Delaware Valley Early Warning System
	Slide 2: Live Event Reporting
	Slide 3: Riverine Model EWS Results
	Slide 4: Tidal Model EWS Results
	Slide 5

