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Engineering Evaluation &
Cost Estimation Contract



Resolution 2017-4
https://www.nj.gov/drbc/library/documents/Res2017-04_EstuaryExistingUse.pdf

▪ Experts on modeling water quality and 
dissolved oxygen requirements of 
aquatic species

▪ Studies of the occurrence, spatial and 
temporal distribution of life stages of 
Delaware River Estuary fish species

▪ Input concerning DO and other water 
quality criteria to support Atlantic 
sturgeon

▪ Development and calibration of 
Delaware Estuary eutrophication model

▪ Nutrient loadings from point and non-
point sources to support needed DO

▪ Capital and operating costs for achieving 
higher levels of DO

▪ Evaluation of factors affecting 
attainment of uses

▪ Report of findings and conclusions with 
input from WQAC and other 
stakeholders

▪ Coordination with USEPA and NMFS

https://www.nj.gov/drbc/library/documents/Res2017-04_EstuaryExistingUse.pdf


▪ Technical Memorandum on Generic Plant Capital Cost Estimates 
prepared by Kleinfelder sent to WQAC on October 25, 2019

Engineering Evaluation and
Cost Estimation Update

▪ Other phases yet to happen

▪ Note $/gdp does not include 
any amortization

▪ just an index





DO Early Action Workgroup



DO Early Action Workgroup Update

Full Resolution at:

https://www.nj.gov/drbc/library/documents/Res2017-04_EstuaryExistingUse.pdf

https://www.nj.gov/drbc/library/documents/Res2017-04_EstuaryExistingUse.pdf
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▪ Met October 7, 2019 at DELCORA

▪ Tier 1 facilities asked to consider what early actions could be taken to reduce discharge of 
ammonia, other oxygen depleting pollutants, in the interim
▪ As described in Resolution 2017-4

▪ Critical period for estuary dissolved oxygen is July-August (maybe September)

▪ Requested to have DO Workgroup back to a future DO Partnership meeting (~ 6 months) to 
follow up

▪ DRBC is willing to partner - grant applications - data

DO Workgroup meeting 
with DO Partnership



Follow up on Nutrient Criteria Plan 
Discussions from September 30, 2019



Current Status of Non-DO
Nutrient Endpoint Report

▪ Comments from Stroud & Riverkeeper provided to ANSDU

▪ Anticipate expanded scope

▪ Marsh impacts

▪ Higher level synthesis (i.e. San Francisco Bay and others)

▪ Comments (round 1) by December 2019

▪ DRBC anticipates a 2nd draft, with a 2nd opportunity for stakeholder review 
and comments



Possible WQAC feedback
regarding Nutrient Criteria Approach

1. Options for evaluation of nutrient criteria

2. Recommendations regarding nutrient criteria 
subcommittee



Options for Evaluation of
Nutrient Criteria

WQAC could recommend evaluation of nutrient criteria:
1. As part of eutrophication model, consistent with DO endpoint (2017 draft plan)
2. As part of eutrophication model, if chlorophyll-a response is indicated
3. After the revised DO criteria, after investigation by a reinstated nutrient criteria 

subcommittee (similar to 2013 plan)
4. After some level of DO recovery, when other nutrient impacts are no longer 

masked by DO sag
5. Withhold a recommendation until the expanded non-DO nutrient endpoint 

report is complete

6. Some combination of above



Chloride Follow-Up



Chloride follow-up
Last Discussion

▪ March 2018 WQAC meeting

▪ States & DOTs conducting studies(?)



Current Status – Zone 2

DRBC Water Quality Dashboard
https://drbc.net/Sky/waterq.htm



All available data in National Water 
Quality Data Portal
https://www.waterqualitydata.us/

https://www.waterqualitydata.us/
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