






















































































                 

 

 

CJ115'Ell~ 
Place the end of your straw into the colored water. Hold a finger over the other end of the straw and lift 
the straw out of the water. Place a drop of water into the center of the toothpick flower making sure to 
cover the bent part of each toothpick and record your observations of the following: 
•What happened to the toothpicks? 

• Draw your "before" and "after" observations of the toothpicks. 

'Part. 2: What. IP? 
Think of other questions you would like to explore. Change a variable and repeat the experiment. Some 
possible variables to try include: using a different type of toothpick, popsicle sticks, a different liquid, etc. 
Record your observations in the chart below. 

Toothpick Flowers Investigation 

Variable Observations 
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“Only a fool of a scientist would 

dismiss the evidence and reports 

in front of him and substitute his 

own beliefs in their place.” 

- Paul Kurtz 

Words of Wisdom 

Curriculum Match-Up 
Here are additional activities you can do to enhance what you learned in this investigation. 

• Tie-dye shirts to see capillary action happen before your eyes. 
• Experiment with white paper towels to see which liquids travel the farthest and fastest, and 

does the print on the paper towel effect the absorption rate. 
• Graph the speeds or distances for the different liquids or different colored water. 
• Diagram the path of water as it flows through a tree or plant by capillary action. 
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