
































































































































OBSERVE

Place the end of your straw into the colored water. Hold a finger over the other end of the straw and lift
the straw out of the water. Place a drop of water into the center of the toothpick flower making sure to
cover the bent part of each toothpick and record your observations of the following:

* What happened to the toothpicks?

* Draw your “before” and "after” observations of the toothpicks.

Part 2: What IF?

Think of other questions you weuld like to explore. Change a variable and repeat the experiment. Some
possible variables to try include: using a different type of toothpick, popsicle sticks, a different liquid, etc.
Record your observations in the chart below.

Toothpick Flowers Investigation

Variable Observations




WRAP-UP

It is important to share results so that everyone has a clear picture of what happened. Scientists learn from
each other through discussion and build upon the work of others to make new discoveries. Just as scientists
come to conclusions based on the findings of their investigations, we will now come together as a group to
make conclusions in this wrap-up part of the lesson.

GROUP DISCUSSION
What did you learn from the group discussion? Did everyone have the same results? Did someone have a
different opinion than you?

REFLECTION
What are your own ideas about this investigation? What new things did you learn? What surprised you?
Record any thoughts that you might have.

Words of Wisdom

Curriculum Match-Up

Here are additional activities you can do to enhance what you learned in this investigation.

* Tie-dye shirts to see capillary action happen before your eyes.

* Experiment with white paper towels to see which liquids travel the farthest and fastest, and
does the print on the paper towel effect the absorption rate.

* Graph the speeds or distances for the different liquids or different colored water.

* Diagram the path of water as it flows through a tree or plant by capillary action.

































