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AMISTAD COMMISSION QUARTERLY MEETING
Agenda 
 
Friday 
January 30, 2026   
 1:00 PM 
Teams Meeting 
 
Chair, Dr. Lillie Johnson Edwards    
  
I. Public Session: Call to Order – (1 Minutes)  

II. Pledge of Allegiance (1 Minute)  

III.  Voting/Action Items  (5 Minutes)  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk208386958]Minutes from December 19th Commission Meeting –Voting Item  Attachment IIIA 

IV. Board Update on 2027 25th Anniversary Gala (10 Minutes) – Rosie Grant 

V. 2026 Board Retreat on July 29-30 – Dr. Lillie Edwards 

VI. Executive Director’s Report  (10 Minutes) 
A. Strategic Planning Update
B. Summer Institute 2026 Overview 
C. NJ National History Dates  
D. Women’s History Month 

VII. Open Public Comments and Remarks: General Public (10 minutes)  
 

VIII. Adjournment   
 
 






Attachment IIIA 

Amistad Commission Quarterly Meeting Minutes
December 19, 2026 
Commissioners 
Patricia Atkins, Lavonne Bebler-Johnson, Rosie Grant; Fatima Heyward, Antwan McClellan, Tom Puryear, Jason Redd, Joyce Ship-Freeman (Vice Chair),Andrea Roseborough-Eberhard, Kemani Scott- designee for Senator Singleton, Danielle Jones, Khyati Y. Joshi, Lillie Edwards – Chair   

Amistad Staff
Trevor K. Melton, Iman AQuddus, Glender Terrell, A’ndrea Bair, Dr. John Mills 

DOE/AG Staff
Kerlyn Espinal   

Public 
Members of the General Public 

Meeting Called to Order
The meeting was called to order at 1:09 p.m. by Chair Edwards 

Pledge of Allegiance
      Chair Edwards began the meeting by reading the Pledge of Allegiance and all were asked to 
      participate.

Approval of Draft Minutes from the  June 14, 2024 , Commission Meeting 
The minutes we reviewed and there was a vote to approve the minutes from the September 27, 2025 meeting of the Commission. There was a motion to approve the minutes, it was seconded, and all were in favor of approving the minutes. 

Board Discussion for 2027 25th Anniversary Gala 
Rosie Grant   reported that the Commission is still assembling the committee and welcomed others to show interest if they are willing to serve. Commissioner Roseborough-Eberhard will serve as Co-Chair, and we hope to have the first planning meeting shortly. We've met with Dr. Lamy and Dr. Joshi initially. Commissioner Joshi is also on the committee. The plan is to have a full steering committee meeting in January which will allow for a year and a half to plan. We are still considering the Highlawn Pavillion in West Orange as the preferred location. We have a great deal of work to do to finalize all the important details of this event, including publicizing the event and securing sponsorship. 

Update on Fiscal Year 2026 Budget 
A revised budget was received so that we are fully aligned with the actual allocation that was provided by the Governor's office. So, the aligned budget reflects $1,010,000.00 which is the original allocation for fiscal year 26. In order to do this, there were some administrative decisions and shifts within the budget. These changes will not require a vote for approval as it was strictly an administrative function between Dr. Lamy and his staff. There remains vacant positions which have not been filled under the current budget. There was a removal of the $50,000 administrative fee that was previously allocated to the New Jersey Department of Education. There were some additional adjustments such as revised costs for the Summer Institute, a reduction in general office supplies, and a reduction in digital communications so that we would align with the available resources.
These changes ensure that the Amistad Commission's financial plan now accurately reflects the resources of the current fiscal year and reinforces our commitment to transparency. There was some discussion about the administrative fee removal and whether or not that removal was expected to be permanent. It was determined that this removal was permanent. 

Executive Director’s Report  
This year, the Commission had a very good showing at the New Jersey Education Convention. We had three sessions at that event. We also had plenty of foot traffic of individuals stopping by to get information on our Summer Institute at our exhibit. Dr. Lamy also participated in a panel discussion with the other Executive Directors of the Office of Commissions, which was well received. That was the first for us at the NJEA. Dr. Lamy also visited the National Council on Social Studies in Washington, DC during the first weekend in December. Our purpose at the National Conference is to get national exposure and raise awareness of what is occurring in the world of Social Studies across the nation. We also use this platform to secure speakers for the annual Summer Institute. 

We have been very focused on the launching of our Strategic Plan and are making great strides on a daily basis. The way we're now reaching our districts and working collaboratively with our county offices is very new and effective. We are also much more successful with student engagement activities, where in the past we basically focused on just professional developments. Our focus on evaluating what we do with districts, teachers and students offers a  new path forward that is very different than our work in the past. Our Afro-Hispanic Latino Day contest, our upcoming 4th and 5th grade African American History Day, and our National History Day partnership are clear examples of our new outreach. This year's National History Day contest is due to start in February, but we also have our 4th and 5th grade African American History Day starting on January 31st at Pleasantville High School. The entire 4th grade classes of Pleasantville School District are entering and then we have additional groups anticipated to attend. We have 100 students from Camden School District who are also going to participate. 

We will be at William Patterson University on February 14th. The event on February 14th will encompass all of the counties north of New Brunswick. Currently we have several individuals signed up. Students participating in this year's 4th and 5th grade contest total about 400 in comparison to 60 last year. 

We're also collaborating with upper-level college students prior to the completion of their degrees. That's one of the things that we're now looking forward to is collaborating with different universities and their education programs throughout the state. This is one of the major initiatives led by Dr. Mills and Mr. Melton. They have already presented to Stockton University. Dr. Mills presented to Rowan. We are trying to get new teachers into the Summer Institute prior to getting into the classroom, so preparation occurs before certification. Our State Board Vice President agreed to collaborate on this initiative. We are reaching out to several programs including FDU, Drew and Kean. We will be at Kean University for the Summer Institute this year.
 

Open Public Comments and Remarks: General Public 
There were no comments from the general public. 
 
Adjournment  
There was a motion to adjourn. It was moved and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 1:59pm. 
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