
Shifting Gears:  Using the 
CCSS, PARCC, and Educator 
Evaluation to Drive Student 
Achievement 
English Language Arts (grades 1 - 5) 
 



Topics for today’s 
presentation 

• ELA Shifts in the CCSS 
 

• Aligning instruction to the CCSS 
 

• Using data to inform instruction 
 

 



ELA Shifts in the Common 
Core State Standards 

• Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction 
 
 

• Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence 
from the text, both literary and informational 
 
 

• Regular practice with complex text and its academic 
language 
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Range of Text Types for K-5 
50-50 balance between literature and informational text 

 
 

Literature Informational Text 

Stories Dramas Poetry Literary Nonfiction and 
Historical, Scientific, and 

Technical Texts 

Includes 
children’s 
adventure 
stories, 
folktales, 
legends, 
fantasy, 
realistic fiction, 
and myth 

Includes 
staged 
dialogue, 
and brief 
familiar 
scenes 

Includes 
nursery 
rhymes, and 
the subgenres 
of the 
narrative 
poem, 
limerick and 
free verse 
poem 

Includes biographies and 
autobiographies; books about 
history, social studies, science, 
and the arts; technical texts, 
including directions, forms and 
information displayed in graphs, 
charts, or maps; and digital 
sources on a range of topics 
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CCSS Snapshot (Informational text in K-5) 

Grade Standard 9 (Informational Text, K-5) 

K With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures). 

1 Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the 
same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

2 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts 
on the same topic. 

3 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same topic. 

4 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write 
or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

5 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 



Instruction aligned to the 
CCSS 

• Explicit comprehension strategy instruction 
• Read alouds 

• Model a specific comprehension strategy 
• Think alouds 

• Demonstrate your thinking as you read 
• Close Reading 

• Guide students to deeply analyze texts through 
text-based questions and discussions 

• Use before-during-after reading to discuss the text and 
apply comprehension strategies 

 
 
 



Instruction aligned to the 
CCSS 

• Explicit instruction in academic vocabulary 
• Choose words likely to appear frequently across a 

variety of texts 
 

• Choose words necessary to understand the text 
 

• Provide multiple opportunities for students to learn 
and practice the words 
 

• Incorporate academic vocabulary instruction in read 
alouds, conversations and close reading 



Instruction aligned to the 
CCSS 

• Explicit writing strategy instruction 
• Narrative 

• Sequencing events with opening and closure 
• Character development 

• Opinion 
• State opinion with supporting reasons 

• Informative/Explanatory 
• Introduce a topic and provide facts, 

definitions and details 



Instruction aligned to the 
CCSS 

• Writing instruction across the content 
areas 
• Response to text-dependent questions 
• Research projects 
• Log writing 
• Note-taking 
• Developing questions 
• Journal entries 
• Observations 

 



Instruction aligned to the 
CCSS 

• Use engagement to structure discussions 
• All students have a role in group discussions 
 
• Text-based  

 
• Teacher and student initiate questions 

 
• Teacher and students use academic language 

of the text 



Assessments in ELA 
Using appropriate tools to measure student performance 
provides valuable information for instruction at the 
classroom, school and district level. 
• Screening 

 
• Ongoing 

 
• Diagnostic 

 
• Summative 



Using data to inform 
instruction 

• Screening Assessment 
• Brief assessment used as an initial step in 

identifying students who may be at risk  
 

• Valid, reliable, and research-based 
 

• Given to ALL students 
 

• May be used to initially determine individual 
reading level 



Using data to inform 
instruction 

• Ongoing Assessments 
• Evaluate student’s performance based on systematic 

teacher observations 
• Aligned to the curriculum (which is aligned to the 

CCSS) 
• Provided for ALL students 
• Types of Ongoing assessments 

• Progress Monitoring 
• Benchmarks 
• Portfolios 
• Running Records and Anecdotal Notes 



Using data to inform 
instruction 

• Diagnostic Assessments 
• Used for students who are reading below grade level 

 
• Determines areas of weaknesses a student may have 

in learning to read and the potential cause of such 
difficulties 
 

• Not given to every student 
 

• Administered after screening and benchmark 
assessments and after targeted, sustained intervention 
 



Using data to inform 
instruction 

• Summative Assessments 
• Outcome assessments that are norm-

referenced and/or criterion-referenced 
 

• Examples of summative assessments 
• NJASK 
• Terra Nova 
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Contact Information 
New Jersey Department of Education 
Office of Literacy 
crystal.siniari@doe.state.nj.us 
 
 
Office of Literacy 
(609)633-1726 

mailto:crystal.siniari@doe.state.nj.us


Student Growth 
Objectives:  Elementary 
ELA  



5 Steps of the SGO Process 
Step 1 
Choose or develop quality assessments 
Step 2 
Determine students’ starting points 
Step 3 
Set ambitious and achievable student growth objectives 
Step 4 
Track progress, refine instruction 
Step 5 
Review results and score in consultation with your 
principal/supervisor 



Step 1:  Choose or develop a 
quality assessment 

1. Determine the appropriate standards, 
educational goals, and instructional period that 
will be captured by the assessment (and SGO). 
 

2. Ensure the quality of the assessment by 
analyzing and modifying it as necessary. 
 

3. Ensure rubrics and other scoring systems are 
well-designed. 

 



Step 2:  Determine students’ 
starting point 

Source of Performance Data to Determine 
Students’ Starting Points 

Examples and Notes 

Results from beginning-of-course diagnostic 
tests or performance tasks 

• Department-generated pre-assessment 

Results from prior-year tests that assess 
knowledge and skills that are pre-requisites 
for the current grade 

• DRA for reading 
• End of course portfolio results 
• Prior grades in math course(s) 
• Readiness tests (as appropriate) 
• Teacher narratives 

Results from tests in other subjects including 
both teacher- or school-generated tests and 
state tests (tests must have assessed pre-
requisite knowledge and skills) 

• Prior NJ ASK scores may be included in 
gathering baseline data but NJ ASK may 
not be an assessment for an SGO. 



Step 3:  Set ambitious and achievable 
student growth objectives 

Typical 
Usage SGOs must be SGOs require a teacher to 

S Specific Specific Describe how many students learn 
“what” or grow by “how much” 

M Measurable Measurable Use prior learning data and/or pre-
assessments, and post-assessments 

A Achievable Ambitious but 
Achievable 

Determine growth/achievement using 
baseline data and teaching context 

R Relevant Relevant Align SGOs to content standards 

T Time-
related 

Time-related Set an instructional period for the 
SGOs 



Grade: Subject Number of Students Interval of Instruction 
3 English Language Arts 20 Full year  

Semester           Other ________ 
Name of Assessment Developmental Reading Assessment  SGO Type General   

Specific 
Rationale for Student Growth Objective 
(Please include content standards covered and explanation of assessment method.) 
This SGO covers all of my students and the following 3rd grade ELA standards for reading literature and 
informational text 
CCSS:  RL.3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.7 
CCSS:  RI.3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.7 
 
Pre-Assessment  - Second Grade Spring DRA scores 
 

Post-Assessment -  Third Grade Spring DRA  
 

Student Growth Objective 
At least 80% (16/20) will increase at least one level on the Spring DRA. 
 
Baseline Data 
(Please include what you know about your students’ performance/skills/achievement levels at the beginning of the year, as 
well as any additional student data or background information used in setting your objective.) 

15 students are reading between levels 24-28, 5 are reading at level 30; comprehension scores (__/24)  
shows 15 students scored between 11-16, 5 students scored between 17-22 
 



Developing an SGO for an elementary 
classroom in ELA 

Activity 
You will develop a general student 
growth objective for English 
Language Arts. 
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