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SUBJECT:  Enrollment of Students Displaced by Recent Hurricanes

The following information is being provided to facilitate a smooth enrollment process for students
displaced by hurricanes and to enable those students to resume their education as efficiently as possible.

Natural disasters throughout the nation, such as recent hurricanes, often lead to an increase in the number
of displaced families seeking shelter in New Jersey. Students who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence are considered homeless and are eligible for services, pursuant to the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento). Section 725 of McKinney-Vento defines homeless
children as “children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing,”
(often referred to as “doubled-up”), or “are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due
to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations or are living in emergency or transitional shelters.”

Enrollment/School Records

Districts cannot delay the enrollment of displaced students and must enroll these students immediately
even if they do not have any school records. Districts are also responsible for translating the school records
if the records are in another language.

If the school records cannot be readily obtained from the prior school district, the district in which the
student enrolls must seek input from the parent/guardian and, based on those discussions and any
evaluative information the district can obtain quickly, place the student in classes in the grade that is
consistent with the student’s biological age. While the lack of documentation may make the transfer
process difficult, the district must make every effort to obtain necessary information from the
parent/guardian and student when developing a class schedule.

www.nj.gov/education

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Emplover ¢ Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper



For students with disabilities who are transferring from out-of-state, the child study team must
immediately consult with the student’s parent/guardian and conduct a review of available evaluation
information and the student’s current Individualized Education Plan (IEP). As stated above, if such school
records are not readily available from the previous district, the district must seek input from the
parent/guardian and, without delay, provide a program comparable to that which the student was last
receiving. Within 30 days of the transfer, the district must conduct any needed evaluations and develop a
new IEP (for all out-of-state transfers).

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) also reminds districts that, under McKinney-Vento
and N.J.A.C. 6A:17-1.1, et seq., students experiencing homelessness are not required to present residency
affidavits to enroll in school. Therefore, the typical documents normally needed for school enroliment are
waived for homeless students. Although districts are not precluded from verifying a student’s
homelessness status and residence in the district, the student shall remain enrolled pending resolution of
any dispute pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.7(c).

Immunization Records

Under New Jersey regulations regarding vaccinations, N.J.A.C. 8:57-4.1, et seq., out-of-state and out-of-
country students shall be admitted temporarily for up to 30 days if acceptable evidence of vaccination is
not available. If the 30 days has elapsed and no documentation of previous vaccination is provided, the
child may not attend school until one dose of all age-appropriate required vaccines is received. The child
may then be provisionally admitted, but must be on schedule to receive subsequent doses as rapidly as
medically feasible (no longer than 17 months for children under 5 and no longer than one year for children
over 5).

Additionally, according to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-2.2(1)4, students entering a New Jersey school for the first time
are required to have an entry medical exam, screenings of vision, hearing, blood pressure, height, weight,
and, if age 10 to 18, a scoliosis screening. Also, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-2.2(g), the entry
medical examination must include a review of the immunizations pursuant to N.J.A.C. 8:57-4.1 through
4.24 and the medical history, including allergies, past serious illnesses, injuries, operations, medications
and current health problems. If a student does not have a medical home, as defined at N.J.A.C. 6A:16-1.3,
the school district shall provide the entry medical examination at the school physician’s office or other
comparably equipped facility, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40-4.

English Language Learners

Students from out-of-state who meet the definition of an English language learner (ELL) are eligible for
ELL program services. Districts must use their standard ELL screening process, initiated by a home-
language survey, to determine which (if any) students, must be tested to determine English language
proficiency (ELP).

For more information regarding ELL identification, please see the NJDOE’s guidance document,
Implementing English Language Learner Program Services in New Jersey, and the Frequently Asked
Questions document regarding ELL School Enrollment Guidance.

Tuition and Transportation

Since the recent hurricanes occurred outside of New Jersey, the displaced students’ districts of
origin/residence are not located in New Jersey. Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 17-2.8(c)2, when a student’s district
of origin/residence is outside of New Jersey, the state assumes fiscal responsibility for tuition, and pays


http://www.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/chap17.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/chap16.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/ImplementingELLPrograms.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/ELLEnrollmentFAQ.pdf

the tuition to the school district in which the child is currently enrolled until the parent establishes a
permanent residence, or is deemed domiciled in another jurisdiction pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-1d.
Under these circumstances, the district where the homeless child is enrolled is responsible for providing
transportation services, if applicable, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 and N.J.A.C. 6A:27-3.1, et seq.

For information regarding the process for tuition reimbursement for state responsible homeless students,
please see the Tuition Reimbursement for State Responsible Homeless Children and Youth Report.

Application for State School Aid

Districts that will be applying for State Responsible Homeless Tuition at the end of the school year, based
on the enrollment of homeless students whose districts of residence are outside of New Jersey, should
report these students on the Application for State School Aid (ASSA) as “Received from State.”

District Homeless Liaisons

Your district homeless liaisons are central to this process and should work in collaboration with district
enrollment personnel, school counselors and other student support services personnel. Your district
homeless liaisons should be known and accessible to individuals who have been displaced, in addition to
all district personnel.

NJDOE Support

It is our goal to ensure that all children are enrolled and provided educational continuity. If you have any
questions, please contact your respective NJDOE Executive County Superintendent or Danielle Anderson
Thomas, state coordinator, Education of Homeless Children and Youth Program, at (609) 984-4974 or
danielle.anderson-thomas@doe.state.nj.us.
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