
 

 

 
 

Date: February 28, 2024 
 

To: Local Educational Agency Leads 
 

Route To: Principals, School Nurses, School Physicians  
 

From: Kathy Ehling, Assistant Commissioner 
                         Division of Educational Services 

 
Updated Tuberculosis (TB) Guidance 

 
Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-2.2 (c), each local educational agency (LEA) shall perform tuberculosis tests on students 
using methods required by, and when specifically directed to do so by the New Jersey Department of Health 
(NJDOH) based upon the incidence of tuberculosis (TB) or reactor rates in specific communities or population 
groups, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40-16. 
 
NJDOH has updated the guidance for TB testing in New Jersey schools. The guidance from November 2023 
supersedes and replaces all previous versions of TB guidance. This guidance is to limit TB screening in New Jersey 
schools to teachers/other employees and only those students at highest risk for TB infection. There are no 
changes to the groups of students or staff to be tested. The revised document seeks to clarify the language, 
simplify the process, and address some frequently asked questions.   
 
NJDOH continues to recommend testing for students born in a country with a high TB incidence as determined by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) when entering school for the first time in the United States. 
The TB incidence rate for any given country can be found on the World Health Organization’s website following 
the link provided in the guidance document. LEAs may look up each country of origin and determine the most 
recent incidence data. This replaces the list of low incidence countries previously provided.  
 
Unless named in a TB contact investigation (i.e., a known or suspected exposure), repeat TB testing is not required 
nor recommended for a student with documentation of a valid TB test regardless of when the test was done. 
Unless named in a TB contact investigation, TB testing is not recommended for new employees, student teachers 
or contractors with a documented TB test result regardless of when it was done. Individuals with a history of a 
documented positive TB test may have their health care provider complete and submit a symptom assessment 
checklist (TB-5). 
 
Schools are no longer required to submit the “Annual Report of TB Testing in Schools” (TB-57 form) to the NJDOH 
TB Program. Schools may continue to use the TB-57 for internal purposes in accordance with local policy.  
 
While N.J.S.A. 18A:40-18 allows for the exclusion of any pupil failing to comply with the rules of the board of 
education relating to the determination of the presence of TB, there are no requirements or parameters that 
support excluding students pending TB testing when no symptoms of disease are present.  
 
LEAs are encouraged to review TB testing and diagnosis information from the CDC. 
 
Contact Information 
healthysch@doe.nj.gov 
Frank.Romano@doh.nj.gov 

 
c:  Members, State Board of Education 

NJDOE Staff 
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 
Garden State Coalition of Schools 
NJ LEE Group 

 

https://www.nj.gov/health/hivstdtb/documents/TB_Testing_in_New_Jersey_Schools.pdf
https://healthapps.state.nj.us/forms/subforms.aspx?pro=aids&_gl=1*1lq8n1h*_ga*MzMxNjQwMTcxLjE2NzAyNjUzODE.*_ga_5PWJJG6642*MTcwNzE2NTY2MC4xMjQuMS4xNzA3MTY1OTkyLjAuMC4w#tb
https://healthapps.state.nj.us/forms/subforms.aspx?pro=aids&_gl=1*1pn793b*_ga*MzMxNjQwMTcxLjE2NzAyNjUzODE.*_ga_5PWJJG6642*MTcwNzI1MDAwNy4xMjcuMC4xNzA3MjUwMDA3LjAuMC4w#tb
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/testing/default.htm
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